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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 

WILLIAM 

EARL OF 

PORTLAND. 


Mr Lord , 

T H E ‘Protection Your LORD- 
ship was pleas’d to give 
that Exaft and Faithful Hiftorian 
Monfieur ]7aJfor, who Addrefs’d 
his Hiftory to You, has encourag’d 
me to beg the fame Favour for 
this, which is built entirely on 
the fame Foundation. 

A i 


Your 


The dedication. 

Your Lordship knows too 
much of French Politicks and 
French Merit to be in Love with 
either; and tho’ no Man was ever 
more Carefs’d by them than Your 
Lordship, when You accom- 
pany’d Your Noble Father in that 
Embaffy of his, which was the 
Glory of England and the Won¬ 
der of France ^ yet You have never 
had the lead Complacency for 
their Counfels , but have lhewn 
that You are as lnfenfible of Na¬ 
tional Flattery as of Ferfonal. 

Your Lordship’s Heart is 
fo perfe&ly Britifh , that it is a. 
Secret Reproach to many of our. 
Country-Men who pique themfelves 
of a long Delcent of Britifh An- 
ceftry, and yet feem to have no 
more Regard for the true Intereft 
of their Country than their jlnce- 
flors , the Normans^ had, when they 
invaded it. They have nothing 
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of the Ancient German Blood in 
them: Have no Notion of that 
Spirit and 'Principle of Liberty 
which infpir’d our Saxon Fathers 
in the Defence of it. And feem 
to be fo in Love with our Neigh¬ 
bours the French , that one wou’d 
think they were prouder of being 
defcended from a Nation that 
enjlaVd , than being ally’d to one 
that deliver d us. . 

’T i s that Glorious Deliverance 
which has endear’d the Memory 
of Your Illuftrious Father , who 
had fo great a Hand in it, to all 
good Englifh-Men': For ’tis that, 
My Lord, to which they owe 
the Prefent Happy Government, 
and the hopes of the Future. The 
Conftitution owes its birth to the 
Principles that effedted it, and its 
Prefervation is built on the lame 
Bottom. Every affauit that is 
given to it by advancing contrary 
Dodtrines, is ftriking at the very 

Root 
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Root of the Eftablilhment, which 
we cannot be too Jealous of, as this 
Hiftory will fufficiently evidence; 
and that a Nation no fooner takes 
one Voluntary ftep towards Sla¬ 
very, but Power will prefently find 
means to force them to take o- 
thers. It is in Tolitich as in Faith , 
and he who ers ever fo little in 
the EJJentials, is in great Danger of 
erring further till it ends in Per¬ 
dition. 

I am Confcious that I ought 
not to interrupt Your Lordship’s 
Leifure with fuch fort of Lecfures, 
but my Zeal for the Truth made 
me forget to whom I was Speak¬ 
ing ; and that in whatever Minute 
this Add rels meets You, whether 
You had dedicated it to Bufinefs or 
Pleafure, it is very Prefumptious in 
me to give it any other Diverfion 
without Your Lordship’s Particu¬ 
lar Command. To dare to come 
Unbidden into Your Lordship’s 

Pre- 


Lhe Dedication• 

Prefence, is what I cannot Anfwer 
to either Delicacy, Decency or Di- 
fcretion. But there are fome 
Paffions too ftrong for all, and 
none ftronger than the Love of 
One’s Country. It will in fome 
Meafure be an Excufe for me, that 
when I confider Your Lordship 
as one of the firft of the Briti/b 
Peers, who have always appear’d 
Zealous in the Caufe of Liberty , I 
cou’d not reftrain my felf from 
paying that Acknowledgement 
which is a Debt to You from all 
who Love it. 

This is a Virtue that ftiines 
brighter in Your Lordship than 
fo many others which adorn Your 
Character. Generality , Humanity , 
Ajfabilityy and all the Qualities 
that gain Love and Efteem, mu ft 
give Place to that Tublick Spirit 
by which You have on all Occa- 
lions diftinguifh’d Your felf. Even 
that perfeS Beauty of Body and 

Mind, 


! 
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Mind, which are, with fo much 
Joyi in fome and Envy in others, 
beheld in Your Lordship, wou’d 
want the Zeal of the ! "Patriot ' to 
finilh their Perfection. But with 
it, it gives inestimable Merit, and 
makes every Man Ambitious of 
being what I am, with all ima¬ 
ginable Duty and Refpeft, 


Mx Lord; : ?0;i . b yj 


Mojl Humble f mojt Obedient, 



And mo(l Drv&fed c Servant) 

.110 vJrtiv., 
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THE 

PREFACE- 

T HERE will be the fame Objection to 
this Hiflory , as is generally made to all 
Anecdotes, that the Fa&s We either 
Falfe or Common. Rut J have a ready 
and [hort Anfwer to it, that they are neither Common 
nor Falfe . For , with refpett to the Englifh Reader s not 
a Tenth Part of them has ever appear d in Englifh, nor 
were they ever printed in France, and the Authors 
from whence they are taken were of the mofi. undoubted 
Veracity that ever that Nation produc'd^ to infiance 
Vaftbr’j Life of Lewis the Xillth, whofe Hiitory 
confifls of Twenty large Volumes , and is a Cotlettion of 
the mofi valuableWr iters who wrote of that Reign with a 
Spirit of Liberty and Truth ) mofi of whofe Works 
durfi never be printed in France. To this I may add 
the Hiflory of the Edift of Nantes, conffiing of Five 
large Volumes in Qnarto \ neither of ivfoich have been 
tranflated into our Tongue entire but only by Parcels , « 
and Three only'of V allor’s Twenty Volumes are to be 
met with in it . If this Hiflory therefore were nothing 
more than ^Abridgement of thefe Two Voluminous 
Hiftories, full of Arcanas of the French Hiflory, if 
as I may venture to fay it does , it takes in every thing 
Curious and Remarkable tending tofhew how Tyranny 
was efiabliflid /^France by Cardinal Richlieu’r Mini- 
firy , and what fiepsthat Court took to defiroy not only the 
Liberties of the Proteftants, but of the French Na¬ 
tion in general^ were there , JJay , Nothing more in it, this 
Work cou*d not fail of being a grateful Prefent to th$ 

a Eng- 




ii* The PREFAC E. 

Englifh, t vhn have the Frefervatton of their Libertie 
fo much at Heart, and are fo Sollicitous to avoid any 
Meafures which tend to their DefiruFHon. The follow¬ 
ing Pages are full of InftrucUve Examples of the Trea 
chery of great Men , and their Sacrificing the Caufe of 
Liberty, and even Religion to their Avarice and Am¬ 
bition. It {hews us what 'Regard that Mini fry had 
to their Treaties*, how complying they were in Di- 
fire fs, how Infolent when out of it , and by what Steps 
they laid the Foundation of the late j or mid able great - 
nefs of the French Monarchy. 

It will be a tnelancholly Ir fie Ft to fee with.what Sel- 
fijh views the great Lords of the Reform’d Religion 
managd its Interefls , and how eafily they abandon d 
them when their own were in Oueflion . How they made 
Confidence a Pretence to colour their Ambitious Defigns , 
and made a Market ofthatChurch whofie Champions 
they pretended to be when they had a Turn to Serve by 
it . There has no Houle in France been more fatal 
to the Prbteftant Religion there than that of Bouil¬ 
lon. The Father of the Marefchal c!e Turenne did 
net turn Papift, but he always betray'd the Proteftanf 
Caufe , and appear'd at the Head of it for nothing but 
to render himfelf by it ccnfiderable at Court Had h& 
been faithful to his Profejfion , the Reform'd had made, 
another fort of a ft and, and had his Son the Marefchal 
de Tuienn z done the fame, the Edict of Nantes 
might not have been fo trampled under Foot as it was 
foon after his Apoftacy. 

The Reader will obfierve how freely the Catholich took 
Arms in the Defence of their Liberties in the Minority 
and Reign of Lewis the Juft, that the French were 
not then fo convinc'd of the Verity of the DoFtrwe of 
Faffiv^’Obedience and Non-Refiftance as they 
have been fince by the Arts cf the Two Cardinal Mi - 
nifiers , and the Lejfons of an Army of Two or Three 
Hundred Thoufand Men. Whether that brave Gallican 
Spirit is irrecoverably lofl by a ltrig ufizge of Arbitrary 

Power 
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Power. find whether another Minority may not give 
new Life to it, Time will difcoyer, and the Difcovery 
may not be at a Diftance. 

1 Jhall not be fo Impertinent as to recommend this 
Work to theWorld for any other good Ovality it has but 
Truth. The utmoji Care has been taken not to mention 
any Event but what is attefled by the befl Authority. I 
do not hate the French fo much as to Falfify History to 
render them Odiousindeed they have taken Care by 
their Politicks in the lafl Century, to prevent an Hiflo - 
rian s having any Temptation to it. The Fall does more 
than Invention cou’d do, and if one hated them never fo 
much for the Invafions they have made on the Rights of 
Nations one need only Speak the Truth ef them to be 
fufficiently reveng’d- 

This is not intended as a Satyr on the French Na¬ 
tion in general, but o thefe that have involv'd them- 
felves in the Guilt of their ill Minifiers, and contribu¬ 
ted to make their Government fo Abfolute as it is, fo 
Ruinous and Deftruttive to all the refi of Europe, 
France has oblig'd the World with fo many Excellent 
Things in Letters and Arts, that it wou’d be ungrate¬ 
ful notto Speak of her with Honour. But then the Two 
Cardinal Miniflers went fo far in ejlabliflung the Poli¬ 
ticks o/Matchiavel, and compelling otherCourts to fall 
' in with the fame Principles and Pratt ices, that fure all 
good Englifh Men cannot but have an Abhorrence fW 
every Thing that’s French/# Religion and Policy.— 
This I hope may be faid without Offence . Indeed I do 
not fee how ’tis Pojfible for one to Offend in a Free Na¬ 
tion , Govern’d by Laws, againfl a People that wou dgive 
up all Law to the Will of the Prince . I know very well 
what is the Duty of every Subjett in obferving the Trea¬ 
ties made with other Kingdoms and States, and Jhall 
always Prattife it ^ but I do not think it Inconfifienc 
with that Duty to tell the Reader what has been done by 
our Neighbours in former Times, that he may make the 
better Judgement what they will do now* It is 4 
a % Maxim 
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Maxim in Common Commerce, for People to deal with 
every Man as if he dealt with a Knave, whether he is 
known to be fo or not } but when he has a certain fixt 
Char after i when his Reputation for Knavery is Incon- 
tefable, the Folly of truflingfuch a one is ever puniflf d 
with Shame and fevere Repentance. What holds good in 
Private Things generally does the fame in Publick,and a 
Nation that have been once bubbled by another mufl fure- 
ly fnk in their Char after if they are ever bubbled again• 
I question whether the good Luck o/’Richlieu in 
being trufed fo often, was fo much owing to his own 
Cunning as the Credulity of others \ and whether a great 
many People who'had to do with him,did not few that if 
he had had lefs Dexterity others had eafinefs enough 
to have made the fame Bargains with him. This fort 
of Conduft of the French and their Neighbours 
will not appear fo much in this as in other Parts of 
their Hifory , / have now had mof Attention to their 

Alan age ment at Home, their Divifons, Commotions, 
the Intrigues of their Regencies and Minifters, 
and have touched very lightly on their Foreign Affairs 
farther than they Conduce to few what is chiefly in¬ 
tended by this Work } and with what fecurity the 
Neighbouring Nations may build, on their Sincerity. 

It will be jeen in this Hifiory that France was not 
only contented to attack the Empire openly without any 
jufi Provocation, but held a Correfpondence with the 
Arch Rebel Walleftein, to whom that Court wrote 
a very Complaifant Letter, a Secret which will never 
be met with in their own Story : I need net mention 
other fuch Important Secrets, the whole is nothing elfe 
but a Colieftion of Alemoirs which the French Hi- 
florians mufl not meddle with, unlefs they fly or the 
Liberty of Hiftoiy to the Protection of other Nations . 

I have avoided as much as pofflble to mention any 
Fafts that are to be met with in thofe Authors that 
have written in France of this Period . Mezeray is 
a very faithful Hflorian. as far as was confiflent with 
' - - Pru- 
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Prudence and Safety , but he us’d to complain of the 
breaches that had been made in the Ancient Gallick 
Constitution , and has to fome of our Countrymen in 
whom he coud confide , envy d us the Happynefs of ha- 
ving preferv'd our own fo entire as it is from the Invafi - 
ons ofylrbitrary Power ufurpt by otherPrinces and their 
Adiniflers. His Difcretion kept him from touching fuch 
Events as woud have given his Readers a frightful 
Idea of thofe Perfons and Things , which the French 
are fmce taught to hold Sacred\ and / have been fo 
far from receiving any help from him , that I wou’d 
not fo much as confult him \ being affur’d that Ifijou’d. 
foon lofe the Charatter of a Writer of Anecdotes, and 
deaden the Curiefity of the Publick if in the leaf I pre¬ 
tended to Coppy after fo well known an Original . 

This V~ilume takes up the Reign of Lewis the Juft* 
and Thirty Three Tears of the la(l Century • A Reign 
full of Intrigues and AElions under the Dire Elion of a 
Alinifier of as a great Genius as ever France or any 
other Kingdom produc’d. One who tho* he had a fublime 
Capacity , and was not for want of Ability to AEl openly , 
reduc'd to the Scandalous necejjity of Tricking 7 yet of 
fo wibounded an Ambition , that there was no Arti¬ 
fices fo mean and fo wicked which he wou’d not put in 
PraElice to carry his Point 7 and when he dy*d he feem'd 
to have infus’d his Soul into Mazarine his zucceJfor 7 
whofe Genius , however , was not offo large an extent as 
Richlieu’r, but confifted more in Italian Refinement > 
than the Wife Politicks of an experienc’d State fman. 
Eoth of them agreed in one Hellifh Defign toSacrifife the 
Rights and Privileges of the People of France as well 
Papifis as Protefiants to the Will of the Prince , and un¬ 
der him to their own , and theMeafures they took are the 
fame which all Alinifiers will take who have the fame 
Treacherous intent , in whatever unhappy State their 
Lot fba/l throw them. 

Honeft Abel and his Brother the Examiner have 
for above Two Tears been endeavouring to make us in 

Love 
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Love with the French, to reflore , as they Phrafe it, 
the Ancient Amity between the Two Nations, who 
have not however known what 'tis to be Friends ever 
fince they were Nations. Englifh and French are as 
greatOppofltes as Liberty and Slavery \and whatever 
Meafures we are oblig'd to obferve with them y as to 
Peace or War, it does not follow^ I hope , that we mvfl 
have fuch a Generation for what is done y or has been 
done by them^that we mufl not dare to Speak the Truth 
of them. But we flail not learn to write Hiflory by the 
Examiner and Honefl Abel, the former as difiin - 
guiflfd by hisgreat Modefly , as the latter by his as great 
Veracity. They have indeed introduc'd a new way of 
Writing) which Poflerity woud be infinitely oblig'd to 
them for 0 if it was poffible for either of their Papers to 
live longer than the Day for which 'twas written. If 
a Man fhou'd write a Hiflory of the limes y and take 
the Memoirs from Abel, and the Refiett ions from the 
Examiner, I doubt not but 1 twoud make the mo ft In - 
comparable Secret Hiflory that ever was w>ritten . How 
many of their Heroick Events will Fifty Tears hence be 
as entirely forgotten as if they had never been \ for no o- 
ther Writers will venture to carry fuch a load along 
with them to Futurity , and the Memory of them can 
never be preferv d any where but in the Poft-Boy and 
Examiner, which mufl therefore in the next Age be 
the greatefi Anecdotes that will be tranfmitted to it. 

As great a Secret will it then be that Six or Seven 
Tears of her Majefty'sglorious Reign.the moft glorious 
that ever appear d in the Britifh Annals , diftwguiflid 
byfo many Gill cries and Ccnquefis Abroad fly fuch a wife 
and happy Adminifiration at Home , were the fubjett of, 
the Ridicule of fuch Infamous Libellers. For our Chil¬ 
dren will be ajham'd of the Frenzy with which that Fa¬ 
ction is pojfefs'd and will do what they can to hide their 
NakednefS) to bint fuch Infolence and Ingratitude out of 
Remembrance , and it will be forgotten long before that , 
perhaps , that France had ever any profe/s 7 d Friends a~ 
mong us. In 
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In this Hiflory there will be found Infiances of 
fuch Libellers as theje , Two Hirelings employ'd by 
Richlieu an! his Creatures^to vindicate bis fatal Mi* 
^Ifi'ty, and blacken the former. ’Twill be found that 
one of his Authors, Father jofeph, a great Confi¬ 
dent and Creature of his } was fo Extravagant in bis 
Flattery, that be wrote a Treatije intitul'd , The 
Unity of the Miniftry ,fhewing the neceffity that it 
Jhoud be Angle, and by Arguments that he deriv’d 
from the Unity of the Godhead . / make no manner of 
doubt but if the Examiner Coud procure a Chapman f 
he woitd oblige tts with jufifuch another Treatifi , and 
with more of the Siccphant and the Slave than was 
in Father Jofeph’j. The Relation there is between the 
French and thefe Friends of theirs in all Things is 
very Remarkable, and was one of the main Infiigations 
I had to profecute this Work . ~ 

It has beenfome Comfort to me, that I have not had 
occafion in this Book to talk much of the Examiner/ 
new Friends. Thofe I here fpeak of, hav € been rotten 
thefe Three[core Tears,and I fijall on that Account come 
off the better with him.Hsdees not fure care what is fa id 
flfRichlieu and Mazarine, as long as due Deference 
is paid to thofe that are in Being. For my Part if it 
was not more out of Regard to the Opinion of others y 
than his or my own, 1 fijou’d deal as freely with the 
Living as with the Dead, for they have all alike been . 
the mofiInveterate Enemies of our Country, 

I cannot on this occafion omit an Excellent Obfer* 
vation of that truely Noble Lord .the Earl of Warring¬ 
ton in his Charge to the Grand Jury of Chefhire 
he is /peaking of the late King James s Illegal Actions^, 
his going to France, and learning there to Continue arid 
encreafe them from the Converfation of the French 
King. It is nat probable, fays his Lordfhip, that 
King won d have treated him as he has done, had 
hedilcover’d in King James .any Difpofition to 
govern more mildly and reafonably for the fu- 
' ture. 
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ture. How much he is influenc’d to the con* 
trary is very Evident, by defigning to bring in. 
the French upon us, the People of all other this 
Nation ought to dread, being the old Irrecon- 
cileable Enemies of England \ for whoever looks 
into Hiftory will find that France has occafion’d 
more Trouble to England than all the World 
befides. Nay, there has fcarce been any Ill 
Defign againft this Nation but France has had 
a Hand in it, as if their very Climate did ne- 
ceflitate them to be at Enmity with us. Is It not 
then highly neceffary we fhou’d be well acquainted with 
the Myflery of their Politicks which will be found 
to he as dark as the black Regions where they were 
form d ? 

What Obligation do we lye under not to look into 
their Hiflory , and expofe it to the Judgment of an Im - 
partial Briton ? France has Friends enough among 
us to whom fuch a Defign will give Offence \ but alas , 
what fhould hinder an EngliSh-Man from offending a 
Friend to France? I matter not the hatred offich 
as hate the Government and the Protefiant Succeffion 
to it , as hate our Country and Conftitvtion. :r fis Glo¬ 
rious to bear the Enmity of fuch , and the more they 
are difplcas’d , the more , I hope, will all Lovers of 
Liberty be pleas’d with this Workffor whofe Entertain¬ 
ment 9 twas tn an Efpecial Manner Written , and with 
whofe approbation all the Pains I have taken will be 
abundantly rewarded . 

Malice and Envy pretend to very great Penetra¬ 
tion , and■ will defile the mofi pure and Innocent 
Efiftory with [train d and corrupted applications } 
to prevent their doing fuch Injufiice to thiSj we 
mufi declare that the Re fie {lions are every • where 
fuch as are born of the Subjeft , and are not to be 
rmfeonfirud and abus’d with any Odious Parallels , 
for which the Hiftory of our Affairs gives no Oc - 
cafiott. 
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I Do not pretend in the following Hiftory , to 
publifh the " Secrets of Cabinets, and the 
Arcana s of Council. It wou*d be a Ridi¬ 
culous Impertinence to endeavour to impofe 
thefe Fafts on the Reader for Novelties never 
feen before. But. this I may venture to affirm* 
he has never feen them in our own Language, and 
they are all taken from Books which never durft ap-* 
pear in France. 

Ifhall hot enter^into the Hiftory of that Kingdom 
for this laft Century, farther than it has relation 
to miv Defign, to^fhew the Steps taken in it to 
ruin the Reform'd Religion and the Liberties of the 
People," which was ? entirely accomplifh’d in the 
laft Pveign and this. The Civil Wars and the Fo- 
reign in thofe Times, I fhall leave to the General 
Hiuories of them. As far as Me^eray has gone, 
he is Honed and Excellent; but as for the otheV 
French Hiftorians, particularly The Grand Hiftory 
of Lewis the XIVth now Reigning, begun by Mon- 
fieur Pelijfon , and continu’d by Monlieur Racine , 
Monfieur Boileau , Mdnfieur Ta! in court and others* 
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2 The Secret Hifiory 

it will doubtlefs have a Relifh of the Profeflion 
of thofe Gentlemen, who being Poets, will not 
fail to Adorn it with all the Beauties of Fi&ion as 
well as of Language. 

One of their, greateft Wits of the laft Age, was 
the Count Buffy de Rabutin , and one, wou'd think 
an Author themoft likely to write Truth, when he 
wrote in Banifhment, and under a Common.Wealth: 
Yet fuch is the Natural Vanity of the Nation, and 
fuch their Idolatry to their King, that even this 
Count, writing in Exile, borrow'd a great Part 
of his Hifiory of Lewis The Great , from liis Inven¬ 
tion. I will give a few Tnftances of it, that a 
Judgement may be thence form’d of the Ne* 
ceffity we lye under to look into other Htfiori- 
an$ than thofe of the National Religion in France , 
if we wou’d well inform our (elves of their Affairs, 
and the Methods taken to Eftablifh Popery and 
Tyranny , without thole Hated Rivals of Liberty 
and Reformation . 

The Count (peaking of the Exploits of th t French 
at Ttnmouth , fays, Monfieur Tourville, Burnt Twelve 
Men of War there , and a little after that, The 
Prince of Orange was Beaten at the Boyne. Not 
content with this, he is fo hardy as to fay, fpeak- 
ing of fome Advantage gain’d by the French Beet, 
We commonly Beat both the Englifh and Dutch at 
Sea. In a Word, tho* his Hiftory is only an Abridge¬ 
ment of the Life of Lewis the XIVth, yet there 
are more FaKhoods in it than in any Life at iarge, 
that ever was written, all to the Honour of the 
King or the Country. 

To give other Inftances of the Honefty or good 
Information of the French Hiftorians, one need only 
refer to The Life of Cromwel , Dedicated to the 
Famous Bifhop of Meaux , by a Perfon of no mean 
Chara&ei*} in which there’s hardly a Page with¬ 
out one or more grofs Miftakes, if not wilful Er¬ 
rors. He fays, Cromwel was a Prebend , and that 
Bifhop Williams Quarrel with Bifhop Laud , was 
about Precedence. But to (hew what Dependance 
there is to be made on them, I (hall repeat what 

Doftor 
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Dodlor Welwood has written on this Subject, sill 
the Hifloriet almofi of this and the laji slge, that 
have been Printed in Paris, thefe Thirty Tears pajl, 
are full of Pofitive Paljbeods, not to mention either 
the Paramount Hifiory that Monfieur Peliflbii is jujl 
now a (Writing of the Life of Lewis le Grand, which 
will certainly be a Complication of Untruths , find a 
Fttlfome Paaegyrick on the French King. Nor need 
I mention the feveral Hiftories that Maimbourg, 
Varillas, and other of the King’s Penfmers % have 
impos'd on the World of late ; which makes it a’bfc- 
lutely neceflary, if we wou’d know the Hifiory 
of France for this laft Century, to look into other 
Memoirs than thole they fend us from thence. 

We are now at War' with that King and his 
Country, but how long we fhall be lo by the 
prefent Difpofition of the Times, is not hard to 
determine •, and that perhaps the Promis’d Peace 
will be Proclaim'd before thefe Sheets are pub- 
lifh’d. However, confidering we Live under a Con- 
ftitution where Truth is no Crime, and Liberty 
is defended by Law, that of fpeaking what’s True 
of any Nation, is the Right of every Englifti Man, 
and God forbid we fhou’d ever be fo fond of the 
French, as to except that Nation out of fuch Li¬ 
berty. I fhall therefore report all thofe Events 
which tended to the Deftru&ion of the Proteftant 
Inrereft, and the Ere&iog an Arbitrary Defpotick 
Government in that Kingdom, from the Death 
of Henry the IVth, to the Revoking the Edidt 
of Nantz., of which the Crown of England was 
Guaranty, as has been reprefented to our Court, 
in a late Memorial from the French Refugees. 
This Hifiory, for the Entertainment of the Rea¬ 
der, will be diverfify’d with feveral Incidents and 
Events no where elfe to be met with in our Tongue, 
and fuch as probably never will be, the Memoirs 
I took them from being too Voluminous, and roo 
Particular to admit of any other Verfion or life. 
I defire therefore, that fince I have taken fo much 
Pains to divert him , he will allow me in my 
Turn, the Pkafure of making fuch Refiedtions on 
B s the 
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the Fafts as are of General Concern to all True 
Lovers of the Proteftant Religion and Liberty, free 
from the Scandal of Sedition and Schifm. 

The Liberty of the Proteflants in France was 
precarious, and depended on the Pleafure of the 
Court, till Henry the IVth, the Firft Prince of 
the Houfe of Bourbon , who fat on the French 
Throne, confirm’d his beft Subje&s by that Edift, 
which was concerted with great induftry and De¬ 
liberation, and by the Command of a King, who, 
in his heart, was fufpe&ed to think well of the 
Proteftant Religion, tho’ he outwardly made Pro- 
fefiion of the 1 opifh. I have two Authorities to 
juftify this Sufpicion, one the faying of Hardouin 
de P ere fixe, Arch-Bifhop of Paris , in his life cf 
Henry the IVth, the other, that of his Pupil Lewis 
the IVth, to the Deputies of the Reform’d Churches 
in France . The Arch Bi[Top of Paris , the prefent 
King’s 1 receptor, writes in the before mention’d 
Hiftory, When Henry the IVth fearing the King of 
Spain wou 9 d prevail on the States ajfembled for the 
Choice of a King , turn'd Papift . The Author adds, 
Jl ffioit temps que le Roy fe convertit , 3 lwas lime 
for the King to be Converted ; which lhews how 
little Confcience was concern’d in that Converfi- 
on and the King now wearing the Crown when 
thole Proteftant Gentlemen complain’d to him that 
his F.difts were not obferv’d, laid, Ton look upon 
me as upon the King my Fa her , and the King my 
Grandfather *, without doubt you believe I love you 
like the one , or fear you like the other ; but 1 wou r d 
have • joti know I neither love you nor fear you. 
As to the Murder of Henry the IVth by Ravillac, 
it is not queftion’d even by the Papifls, but that he 
was let on by Bigotted Priefts to commit that 
Aflaffination. Thefe Bigots being apprehenfive the 
King was. forming fome Delign in favour of He- 
refy, which they imagin’d he had only abandon’d 
in Appearance. Ravillac when he was examin’d, 
confefs’d, He had heard, that the King was about 
to make War on the Pope , that to make War on 


Pope is God, and God is the Pope , as may be 
feen in the Mercure Francois, 1610 . which Dam¬ 
nable Doftrine he had leaned from the Sermons of 
the Execrable Preachers of the League , who jufti- 
fy’d James Clement in his Murdering Henry the 

One cannot determine what Henry the IVth in¬ 
tended to do with the Army he was getting toge¬ 
ther, whether to aggrandize himfelf by feme Fo¬ 
reign Conqueft, to fettle a Chimerical Ballance of 
Power, or to return to the Reform’d Religion, 
and maintain himfelf in it by Might. Tis pro¬ 
bable Ambition was the Caufe of his Arming. A 
Luft of Empire has for feverat Centuries burnt in 
the Hearts of the Monarchs of France j they cou’d 
not forget that a King of the Franks .was once 
Matter of the Weftern World *, that Charlemagne 
was the Reftorer of that Imperial Monarchy; and 
they, tho’ defeended of the Pepins and C?pets y were 
fo vain as to look on themfelvesas the Sons of Pha • 
ramond , who drove the Gauls out of France. Being 
deliver’d from the Fears of ah Engltjh Yoke, by the 
unhappy Divifions between* the Two 'Houfts of 
Lancafler and Fork , they cou’d not be content with 
the Kingdom they had recover’d, but inttead of 
.being Conquer’d, fet themfelvts up for Conquerors. 
This Air have they aflum’d ever fince the Reign 
of Charles the Vllth, who having the good Fortune 
to ha ve Henry the Vlthcf England , a weak Prince, 
for his Competitor, from a Ring of Bourges , be¬ 
came a Monarch of France , and left a Third: 
after Glory in all his Succettors, as well thofe 
tqat were afraid to War in Per foil, as thofe that 
dar’d to Fight their own Battles. Nay, their in- 
fatiable Defire of Rule,/ has pottefs’d the very Wo¬ 
men, and none more than 'Katherine De Me die is , 
call’d the Fury of France , Mother to the Three 
laft Kings of the Race of folds. It was ihe who 
rais’d and fomented the fir ft Civil Wars about Re¬ 
ligion and Liberty, which ended in the Deftruftion 
of both. It was Ihe who permitted the Guifes to 
perpetrate that Horrid Maflacre at the Marriage 
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of Henry the IVtb, thinking if {he cou’d deftroy 
the Prcteftant Intereff, that of Liberty wou’d fall 
of Courfe, and the Government of France wou’d 
be as Arbitrary as her Will. How that inclin’d 
her to Dominion, may be feen by the following 
Piece of Hiftory. 

In the firft Civil War, when the Prince of 
Conde was in all appearance like to prevail, and 
Katherine was thought to be very near the End 
of her much defir’d Regency, during the Young 
King’s Minority, fhe was known to have been for 
Two Days together, retir'd to her Clofet, with¬ 
out admitting her menial Servants to her Prefence. 
Some few Days after, having call'd for Monfieur 
De Mefme y one of the Long Robe, and always 
firm to her Intereft, fhe deliver’d him a Steel Box 
fall lock’d, to whom (Re faid, giving him the Key, 
That in refpeEl fhe knew not what might come to 
be her Fortune , amid ft thofe Inteftine Broils that then 
ft;ook France. Jbe had thought jit to inclofe a Thing 
of great Vdue within that Box , which file confignd 
to his Care y not to open it upon Oath y but by an 
Exprefs Order under her own Hand. The Queen 
Dying, without ever calling for the Box, it con¬ 
tinu’d many Years unopen'd in the Family of De 
Meftne y after both their Deaths, till at laft Curi- 
ofity, or the Sufpicion of fome Treafure from the 
heavinefs of it, tempted Monfieur De Mefme’s Suc- 
ceflor to break it open, which he did. Inflead 
of any Rich Prefent from fo Great a Queen v 
what Horror mufl the Lookers on have* when 
they found a Copper Plate of the Form and Bignefs 
of one of the Ancient Roman Votive Shields, on 
which was Engraven Queen Katherine de Meaicis 
on her Knees , rn a Prajing Pofture, Offering up to 
the Devil fitting upon a Throne , in one cf the ug- 
Heft Shapes they vfe to Paint him , Charles the 
iXth then Reigning , the Duke of Anjou, afterwards 
Henry rfelllq, and the Duke of Alanfon her Three 
Sons , with this Motto in French, So be it y l but 
Reign , This very Plate continues yet in the Cu- 
$ody of the Holds of Mfme } of which Monfieur 

IT Avaux * 


«/ FRANCE 7 

D' Avaux? fo Famous for his Ambaflies, was a 
Branch, and was not only acknowledg’d by him to 
be (o, when Ambaflador in Holland , but he was alio 
pleas’d at that time, to promife a Great Man in 
England , a Copy of it j which is a Terrible In- 
ftance of the Power of Ambition in the Minds of 
French Princes, and to what Divinity, if one dares 
give the Devil that Name, even in Irony, they are 
ready to pay their Adoration, rather than part with 
their hopes of Empire. 

The Truth is. King Henry had got a Powerful 
Army together, and had form’d mighty Projects, 
which forne fay terminated in no lefs than altering 
the whole Frame of the Government of Europe. 
That in order to this, he had enter’d into Con¬ 
federacies with feveral Potentates, who found their 
Interefts in his Model, to reduce this Quarter of 
the World into the Fifteen following Govern¬ 
ments, 

Monarchies. 

The 'Papacy, 

Germany, 

France> 

Spain , 

Great Britain , 

Hungary , 

Bohemia, 

Poland , 

Denmark, 

Sweden, 


And befides the Eretting thefe New Kingdoms 
and States, and the modelling others, they were 
all to joyn to drive the Turk oat of Europe , which 
Project, as Chimerical as it is, is mention’d by Peri- 
fixe •, but it is generally thought thole Prepa¬ 
rations were intended againjffc Spain , and that the 
Great Duke of Sully, his Chief Minifter, was the 
foie Mafter of the Secret, if not the Advifer of 
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Lombardy,compos'd 
of the Territories 

of Savoy. 

Republicks. 

Venice. 

The Italicl Repub- 
lick, con^pos’d of 
the Principalities 
of Italy. 

The Low Countries. 
The Swifs. 
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the War •, tho 9 as foot? as the King was Dead, 
and the Queen Regent, Mary de Medicis and her 
Two Minifters, appear’d againftit, that Duke, .great 
as he was in Office and Dignity, to mStke his 
Court to the New Government, affur’d Her’Ma- 
jefty he had endeavour'd to. divert the late King 
frcm his Defigns, appealing to the Duke of Ven - 
dome for the Truth of what he had faid to his 
"Father in his Prefence. Bafe Courtier l fays even 
a Hugonot Writer, Who Sacrifis'd fo early the Re~ 
■put at ion of his Benefattcr^ to his] Waverings For _ 
tune.' , * /'‘f 

« ’But the Charafter of this Duke, as fhiiling as 
it appears in the Memoirs- of Sulli and Rohan , had 
a mixture of Diffimulation in it, wlrch render’d 
,it unworthy the Purity or the Religion he profefsd. 
His 'Ambition, fays the Author of the Hiftory of 
the Edift of Ndntz., was 'very fingular 5 tho he 
profefs’d the Reform'd Religion , he made it his Study 
to acquire the Pope's Favour : He valud himfelf 
upon having more Friends at Rome, and upon his 
receiving more ' Applaufes there than among thofe of 
his own Religion. Neither did it burthen his Ccn- 
feience , to find that the Court of Rome was bet¬ 
ter fatisfyd than his Brethren , with his way of ma¬ 
naging their Liberties and Safeties. The Truth is, 
he had behav’d himfelf fo well in the Opinion 
of the Catholkks , at the Affembly at Chatteleraud 3 
that Cardinal Du Perron , who was then at Rome , 
writ to him to Congratulate his Succefs in his De¬ 
putation. He fo far gave up their Security to 
the Pleafure of the Papifts , that he endeavour’d 
to perfwade them to hold no more General Affem- 
blies, becaufe they always created fome Jealou- 
fies in the Court. He put the King upon poffef- 
fing himfelf of the Marefchal De Bouillons Pla¬ 
ces: He prevail’d with the Affembly not to urge 
the reftoring the Edift of Nantz, in its full Ex¬ 
tent •, and tho’ he afterwards, when in Difgrace 
appear’d a ZealousDefender of the ProteftantChurch, 
yet when he was in the height of his Favour in 
King Henry' s Time, be was very much fufpe&ed 
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by the Reform’d^ who had Reafon to believe he 
defigh’d to change his Religion by his Conduft 
on the following Occafion. The King had offer’d 
him one of his Natural Daughters for his Son, pro¬ 
vided they wou'd,both turn Catholicks, upon which 
the Duke of Snlli was oblig’d to have fome Con¬ 
ferences with Cotton the Jefuit, who fhar’d the Qua¬ 
lity of Convertor with Cardinal Dy Perron ; Thefe 
Conferences commonly produc’d the EfFeft they 
defir’d, being feldom accepted but for a Pretence 
to change*, nevertheiefs, whether it were a Blind 
contriv’d between the King and Sully , or whe¬ 
ther it were Real, the Duke refus’d to change, 
but gave his .Son leave to do. it if he pleas’d. 
The King prefling. him to oblige his Son to do it* 
he refus’d to Command him \ however, he declar’d 
that he left it to his own Free Choice, with 
which the King feem’d not to be very well fatisfy’d. 
I wou'd not-affirm, fays the above mention’d ^Au¬ 
thor, fhat this was any thing but a Juggle to Re- 
efiabkfh Sully’s Reputation amongfi the Reformed y 
who no: longer lock’d upon hi/n as d Afember of their 
Party . Indeed it.was not very likely that Sully fiou’d 
refiije in earnefl. what the King propos'd to him, to 
obtain an Alliance which feveral Princes of Eu¬ 
rope wou'd not have difdain'd. It was alfo as eafy 
for him , according *to the ISfotiohs he had infpird 
into the King to make a Religion to himfelf , red'udf 
to certain General Articles , as to perfrvade another 
to do it y or to believe he might Innocently Authorise 
his Son to turn Roman Catholick. This Incident 
is mention’d in the Duke oF Sulli s Memoirs to 
his Honour. Tis faid there the King upbraided 
him with loving the Hugonots better than him. 

Tho’ it is a general Opinion that King Henry was 
not a gocd Catholick in his Heart, yet byhisA&i- 
or.s he did not give the Jefuits any fuch caufe to 
dread him, as might put them on contriving Jus 
Murder. His obliging the Prince of Conde to turn 
Papift His Endeavours to do the fame by the Duke 
of Sally , and other Proteftant Lords, are enough 
to convince me, that whatever Religion he had 'of 
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his own, the Reform'd was not fo much at his 
Heart, as perhaps they flatter’d themfelves, or that 
his lafl Preparations, were in their Favour. Two 
Years before he dy’d, he gave the Catholicks a Sub- 
ftantial Proof of the little regard he had for his Old 
Religion', which was this', The Moors being under 
a Terrible Perfection in Spain , thole Wretches 
offer’d tofubmit to the King of France , if he would 
take them under his Protection : But King Henry 
not confiding in thofe People, naturally [wife and 
Inconftant, thought fit firfi: to fend a Perfon among 
them, to fee what might be expected from that 
Overture. To this purpofe, he made choice of 
Monfieur Panijfant, a Gentleman of Gafcoyne, and 
a Proteftant, to be his Envoy. Monfieur Panijfant 
went to Granada , in the Habit of a Francifcan , and 
negotiated the Affair with fo much Succefs, that 
fome confiderable Advantage might have been made 
of it, had he been fuffer’d to go on. But the Popifh 
Bigots told the King that Panijfant inlpir’d them 
with Herefy, and King Henry , rather than be ac- 
ceflary to fuch a Crime, recall’d Panijfant , and fent 
a Papift in his room.'whofe DoCtrine was fo ill re- 
lilh’d by the Moors , that the Project came to no¬ 
thing \ whereas Panijfant had brought them into a 
good difpofition towards his own j which removes 
from the Mahometans the Pretences of their Aver- 
fion to Chriftianity, on account of the Romifls Ido¬ 
latry, Cou’d a King that had rather the Moors fhou’d 
remain Mahometans than turn Hugonots , have form’d 
any Defign in favour of Here ticks ? And yet that the 
Proteftants had vain hopes of his Protection, may 
appear from the Reflections of the Hiflorian be- 
fore-mention’d, upon the King’s formidable Power 
at the Time of his Death. The Blood boil’d , fays 
he, in the Heins of the Reform’d, who expelled the 
end of their Fears, by the downfall of the Houfe of 
Auftria, and only defir’d an occafion to revenge them¬ 
felves by a Juft War of the Maffacres and Hiolences 
they thought the Council of Spain had infpir’d that 
of France with. He had Great and Powerful Alli¬ 
ances *, Befides that of the United Provinces, which 
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had been renew'd . Another had lately been conclu¬ 
ded at Hall, in Swabia •, notwithftanding all the 
Emperor s oppofition , with about Fifteen Protefiant 
Princes . Thefe Preparations made Rome tremble 
for its Religion , and Spain for its Greatnefs , &c. 
Again, The truth is 1 the King's Defign was not poji - 
tively known , /V is certain he woud never con - 

Exterminating of Protefiants; therefore he 
was not look'd upon at Rome as a good Catholici , and 
they did not doubt but he had retain'd from his firjl 
Religion the Defign of humbling that Haughty See . 
Their fear was all grounded upon his having made almoji 
all hit Alliances with Protefiants: From whence it 
follow'd naturally that in cafe he fhould fucceed in his 
Enterprises, none but Protefiants woud enjoy the 
Benefit of his fGttories. The Damages of which 
would confequently fall upon the Cat ho lick Religion * 
Whatever King Henry had in his Head, I am not 
fatisfy’d from all that has been faid, it was to ferve 
the Proteflant Intereft that he took Arms, any 
more than that it was to Reform the Govern¬ 
ment of Europe . The Monarchy of France did not 
feem to be in a Condition to pull down and let up 
Empires at Pleafure, and of her felf was in more dan¬ 
ger of receiving Laws from that of Aufiria, than 
in a Condition to prefcribe them : What is faid in 
the Duke of Sally's Memoirs on this fubjeft, has fome 
Agreement with the Arch-Bifhop of Paris' sLife of 
this King, as to the Airy Defign I have already 
fpoken of, that he had a Dtfgnto found the Equi¬ 
librium of the Powers of Europe, upon the Equili¬ 
brium of the Religion. 

In the Firft ftep taken by the Regent there feems 
to be fome fmall Remains of Liberty left in France , 
for fhecarry’d the Young King Lewis the Xllltb, 
than entring the iothYear of his Age, to the Par¬ 
liament of Parisj and made this Speech to them, I 
have here brought you my Son to intreat you to take 
that Care of him which you are obliged to do 7 Icon - 
jure you to do this by the Memory of his Father , by 
the Love you ought to have for your felves , and 
your Zealfor your Country m 7 lwiUinfiruil him tofol - 
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low your Advice , in all the Concerns of State. It is 
your part to fee this be wholefo me and Good . And 
the Young King alfo promis’d in the Speech that was 
made for him, that he woiCd follow the Advice of his 
Parliament. Anne ot Auflria and her Son Lewis the 
XIVth, faid the fame thing in the next Minority, 
when the Cabals of the Princes and Grandees for 
the Regency and Miniftry made it prudent to give 
good Words to all Men/ Nevertheless, fays a French 
Hiftorian^ We have feen with our own Eyes in the 
prefent Reign, and we /hall fee in that , whofe Hiftory 
I now write, that Lewis XIII, and > his Succeffor 
have too much given Ear to File Flatterers , who have 
prompted them to annul *the Authority of a Body of 
Men,- on which the Prefervation of France does de- 

{ >end, and - which was eftablifhed , to curb the abfo- 
ute Power of the King. The Regent to Eftablifh 
her own Power, thought convenient to keep the 
Proteftants <in her iriterefls, and ito oblige them 
publifh’d a Declaration, to confirm the Edift of 
Nants \ tho* as the Young King is reported to have 
faid* this Formali y was not necejfaryyin regard that 
Law was irrevocable and perpetual , and the Loyalty 
of the Proteftants was then fo Exemplary, as that, 
when Queen Mary de Medicis fent word to that 
good Man, Morifieur^/w Plejfi* Mo?nay, he might 
ask vyhat he lik’d beft, and her Majefty wou’d 
readily grant it. He reply d y No. Man Jhall ever 
reproach we with taking Advantage of the Difaflers 
of my Country , or extorting the leaf thing from a 
Minor King, or his Diftref 'd Mother, &C. 

The Prince of Conde, the Firft Prince of the Blood, 
had left France in Dilguft for King Henry % A- 
mours with his Wife, and retir’d to Bruffels, where 
he was when that King dy’dx and the Conle Fuentes , 
the Governor,did his utmoft to perfwade him not 
to negleft fo fair aii Opportunity to make him- 
felf, King The Divorce of your Kinfman , fays he, 
from Margaret of France, a id his Marriage with 
Mary De Medicis, are contrary to the Laws cf 
God, and the Church. Will you tamely. l<fe a Crown 
which belongs to you . ■ Have but Courage to affert 

your 
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your Right , you will not want Power or Support. / 

offer you all the King , my Miftercan do-for you. If 
the Authority of the Holy See interposed in the Di m 
vorce of Henry, we will find a way to engage Paul 
V. to declare Null what his Predeceffor did. , The 
Thing is not without Example. The Propofal was 
made to the Pope, and the Prince did not rejett 
it, till he found his Holinefs would not hear of it. 
Spain never had a fairer Opportunity of revenging 
herfelf for all the Injuries fhe had receiv’d from 
France , than by putting the Prince of Conde on 
this Defign, which wou'd certainly have involv’d 
the French Nation in infinite Troubles, and at lead 
have fecur'd the Proteftant Intereft, for it was then 
very Powerful. The Marefchal De Bouillon , the 
Marefchal De L fdifguieresy the Duke of Sully , the 
Duke of Rohan y „ ar d many of the moft Potent 
Lords in France profelfing it. The Marefchal Bou¬ 
illon advis’d the Prince to return to the Reform’d 
Religion, which H my had forc’d him to forfake, 
and declare himfelf Proteftor of that Church. The 
Proteftants were Mafters of feveral of the moft 
Important Offices and Cities in the Kingdom : 
The Duke of Sully was General of the Ordinance, 
Governor of the Baftile , and had all the Money 
the late King had lodg’d there in ins PofTeflion. 
The Duke of Rohan was Colonel General of the 
Swifsy the Marefchal De Lefdifguieres General of an 
Army on the Frontiers of Savoy . The Marefchal 
De Bouillon kept a ftrift Alliance, and conftant 
Intelligence with Foreign Princes. The Soveraignty 
of Sedan made him confiderable at Home and A- 
broad*, King Henry ftood in fear of him, and had 
he been a Man lefs Govern'd by his Faffion, it was 
in his Power to have done a great deal of Good. 
He demanded the Command .of the Army intended 
againft the Spaniards in the Netherlands , but it 
was given to the Marefchal De la Chatty upon 
which the Marefchal faid, Mvjt my Religion ex¬ 
clude me from all Employs due to my Rank and Set* 
vices : When the Prince returns , Til try to male 
a New Party to oppofe this New Triumvir ate • But 
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the Prince had neither Vertue nor Courage enough 
to Head the Proteftants, he was only for getting of 
Money with the Spirit of a Country Gentlemanj 
and having good Words, and the Hotel of Gondi 
given Him, he negle&ed fo happy an Occafion of 
Eftablifhing the True Religion; and with that the 
Liberty of France. Inftead of Uniting among them- 
felves, the Lords of that Religion, hated one ano¬ 
ther as much as they did the Papifls } the Duke 
He Sully was Obnoxious to all the New Minifters, 
on account of his Favour and Power in the laft 
Retgn : He was now Zealous enough for his Religion, 
but of fo Auftere an Humour, that he had few hear¬ 
ty Friends \ and when Conch'mi the Italian Fa¬ 
vourite to the Regent, joyn’d with the other Lords 
in his Difgrace, the Duke He Bouillon was lo far 
from fupporting him, that he perfwaded the Prince 
of Conde to abandon him, tempting him with the 
Confifcationofthe Eftate of an Old Superintendant. 
The Proteftants had lb little refpeft for this Prince, 
that he having a Quarrel with the Duke of Guife, 
the World was amaz’d to fee the Grand-Children 
cf Admiral Coligny , the Dukes of Sully and Ro- 
han, the Marefcha! He Bouillon , and the Heads of 
that Party, forget the Bloody Day of St. Bartho¬ 
lomew , and go offer their Services to the Children 
of Belafre againft the Son of the Brave Lewis Prince 
of Conde. 1 he Duke of Sully ftrenuoufiy vindicated 
the Duke of Guife in Council, purely becaufe 
the Prince had an Eye at the Confifcation ^ but 
when Ihortly after the Super-Intendant’s Dilgrace 
was in Agitation, the Gu'fes defected him, becaufe 
the Pope and King of Spain were diffaisfi’d that 
a Hugonot was in the Chiefeft Employs. The Re¬ 
gent cou’d not effeft the Fall of fo Experienc’d 
and Upright a Minifter, while the Lords of his 
Party efpous’d his Intereft, and therefore they or¬ 
der’d the Marefchal De Bouillon to be fifted on 
that Head, who out of Envy declar’d readily, Sully 
deferves the worfl that can befal him ', however , I 
mufl not appear in it % it concerns me very much , that 
thofe cf our Religion , flrntld not reproach me with 
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removing a Man who is Neceffary to them in the 
Poft he is in. Here is a (ad instance of the little 
dependance thofe who fide with a Party out of 
Principle, can make on the Heads of it. The 
Duke of Sully to maintain himfelf in his Poft, makes 
his Court to the Houfe that were the Proje&ors 
and Executioners of the Butchery of St. Barthov 
lomew. The Duke De Bouillon to ruin him, aban¬ 
dons an Intereft which he confeffes is a fupport of 
his Religion. Tis eafy to be imagin’d, whatufe the 
Papifls 'made of this jealoufy and Envy, among the 
Chief of the Proteftants, and it was a very good 
LefTonfor others to have learnt by, how to avoid 
the fame Rock, Uniting them felves heartily for the 
Defence of the Common Caufe, giving up all Tri¬ 
vial Confiderations to that of the Publick Good. 
But is this an Age to Preach Unity and Difin- 
tereft in, and have the B RIT A1N S fo many fuch 
Shining Examples of Generous and True Zeal, that 
they ihou’d pretend to cenfure their Neighbours 
for the oppofite Vices? Let them look round them 
and judge, they need not put me to the Trouble. 
At this time the Grandees liv’d in a fort of In¬ 
dependency in France, the King was a Minor, and the 
Regent a Woman, who lov’d Rule better than 
fhe underftood it. It is remarkable, that on every 
flight Occafion, the Great Lords appear’d at the 
Head of Arm’d Bands, as if in an Enemy’s Coun¬ 
try. The Duke De Quife. had a Difference with 
the Count De Siffns : and immediately he has 
always iyo Horfe in his Train. The Duke of Eper- 
non has a Quarrel with the Marquifs D' Anere , 
fo Con dim was now call'd, and he never came to 
Court but attended with 7 or 800 Gentlemen, 
his Men marching in Order of Battle, and when 
the firft were at the Louvre , the laft were at 
the Hotel of Epernon. The Diftance of thefe is 
near 2000 Paces. 

It has been already obferv’d, that Lewis the 
XINth had in his Minority confirm’d the Edift 
of Nantz ., to excufe which, the Regent his Mo¬ 
ther, fent the Cardinal De Joyeuje to Rome , to 
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reprefent the Neceility of doing it in a Minority. 
But at that time the Proteftant Intereft was very 
Ppwerful, infomuch that fhe thought it conveni¬ 
ent to allow them the Liberty of a General Af- 
fembly, which was held at Saumur in 1611. But 
the Queen took care to corrupt the Marefchal De 
Bouillon , by the Promife of the Government of 
Poitou, which fhe intended to take from the Duke 
cf Sully, and put Money into his Hands to di- 
ftribute as he thought fit among the Members of 
the Affembly, to prevent their doing any thing 
effectually for the Advancement or Security of 
their Religion *, and how the Marefchal De Bou¬ 
illon ferv d her in that Defign, will be feen pre- 
fently. When he came to Saumur, he who had 
before declar’d, He wou'd not be Prefident of the 
jdffembly, faid, 7 hat DiftinElion was due to the Long 
and Confiderable Services he had done for the Re¬ 
form’d Churches of France. The Duke of Sully, 
the Duke of Rohan , the Duke De la Trimoville , 
the Duke of Soubix,e , the Duke of Chat i Hon, the 
Duke De la Force, and other Proteftant Lord<, 
who aftifted at the Affemhly, had a Sufpicion of 
him, and Monfieur Du Plejfu Mornay , Governor 
of the Town and Caftle of Saumur , was Elefted 
Prefident, which the Marefchal, who made his 
Religion fubfervient to his Ambition, took for 
fuch an Affront, that he refolv’d at any rate to 
be reveng’d on the Dukes of Sully and Rohan , 
whom he look’d upon as the Occafion of his be¬ 
ing fet afide ; but he diffembled his Refentment 
for the prefent, and in appearance was reconcil’d 
to the Duke of Sully, whom having upbraided for 
drawing Canon our of the Arfenal in Henry the 
IVth’s lleign, to deftroy his Town of Sedan , he 
faid to him, Let us forget what • is pa;?, I will be - 
come your Friend and Servant , if you are attack’d 
in Sully upon account of Religion, I will as readily 
bring down the Canncn cf S "dan to defend you , as 
you drew cut that of the Arfenal to deftroy me At 
Sedan. Let us agree for the Benefit of our Religi¬ 
on, Confc.ence and our Common lute- eft require it \ 
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rve cannot fubfift without an Vnion , the Party we 
follow , cannot procure us great Advantages , hut is 
capable of fupporting a Moderate Fortune. Yet as 
foon as the AfTembly fhew’d that they wou’d fup- 
port the Duke of Sully % Intereft againft thofe who 
were for depriving him of his Pofl of Matter of 
the Artillery, and his Government of Poittou, 
the Marefchal expe&ing the latter, procur'd the 
DifTolution of this AfTembly, fending privately a 
Letter to the Queen Regent, to be Sign’d by her, 
and return’d to the Meeting for that purpofe, 
commanding them to Name their Deputies, and 
break up. Bouillon had endeavour’d to perfwade 
the Duke of Rohan to abandon his Father-in-Law, 
pretending his Caufe was defperate, telling hint 
at a Vifit he made him, when he was under fome 
Indifpofition, However Vpright and Careful a Man 
may he , who has the Adminiftraticn of the Finan * 
ces and Artillery , it is hard for him to avoid com * 
mitting fome Faulty which deferves to he puniffid y if 
it be inquird rigoroufly into . A Superintendant of 
the Financeand a great Mafter of the Artillery , 
are not only anfwerahle for what they do the mfelves, 
hut for the management of their Inferior Officers. 
If the Court Jkould appoint Commiffioners to inquire 
into the Duke of Sully’s Adminiftration , do yon 
think they would not find fome plaufible Pretence to 
take away his Places . The Affembly and the Re¬ 
form'd will have no Colour of Complaint nay, thC 
Wrong be done to the Duke of Sully, the Matter 
will be determin'd in the ufual •Form of Law • For 
youy My Lord, you make a Profeffiion of exaSh Pro~ 
bity , you are fo great a Lover of good Order , in a 
Word , you have fo Loyal a French Hearty you will 
not be able to ftir when the Matter fnall be de¬ 
termin'd Judicially . Is this the Sincerity of a Mail 
of Honour and a Proteftant ? What (hall we fay 
of thofe Men, who Sacrifife Confcierice and Ho¬ 
nour to their Avarice and Ambition. Thus is 
Religion made a Cloak to Intereft, and we may 
fee what dependance is to be made on thofe who 
profefs it* when they can make their -Market by 
G deftroying. 
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deftroying it. The Church, The Church, -is the C?% 
till they are provided for, and then She is no 
more in their Mouths, than in their Hearts. The 
Duke Ds Bouillon knew as well as any Body, that 
the Proteftants cou’d not fubfiftr without Union, 
and that the Duke of Sully 9 * keeping his Ports, 
was a great Strength to the Party of the Re¬ 
form’d •, yet to get his Government of Poittou, 
he confented to expofe them to the Perfecution 
of their Enemies, by weakning the Proteftants, 
and ftrengthening the Papifts. In the Duke of 
Rohan $ Anfwer, will be found the Sentiments of 
a good Politician, a good Chriftian, and a good 
Soldier, one who knew very well how far he 
was bounded by Scripture and Law, in the Ex- 
ercife of Refinance. What, laid he, after the great 
Services the Duke cf Sully has clone to the late 
Kmg, Jl'jall he become a Prey to thofe who were 
always doing Mifchief to the State. His Conduct 
is unblame able, and we do not fear it fliould be ex¬ 
amin'd : He is a Peer, and carnet be judg'd but 
by a Court of Peers: If his Enemies endeavour to 
bring him before any other Tribunal, his Kinfmen 
and Friends will never endure fuch an Indignity : 
Be affur'd , rny Lord, that I will do my Duty on 
this Occafion, and will not leave my Fathsr-in-Law 
to be trampled on. 

Is this the Language of the Peers of France at 
this Day ? Durft any Duke in that Kingdom Ly 
now, I 'will not leave my Father-in Law to be 
trampled on I What will the Duke of Rohan do 
to prevent it ? Is it not to take Arms, and that 
to defend the Caufe of a particular Man? How 
Lawful mu ft it then have been, in the Opinion 
of that Chriftian Heroe, to have Arm’d for the 
Defence of Religion and Liberty ? Are we more 
reftraind by our Conftitution than the French 
were a Hundred Years ago by theirs ? Or are 
oar Doftors better Chriftians, and better Politi¬ 
cians than this Famous Duke, whofe Vertue, Va¬ 
lour and good Senfe, have render’d his Name 
immortal ? 


The 
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The A (Terribly of Saumur fat Three Months, 
was compos’d of the 1110ft Eminent Men for their 
Birth, Ability, and Experience in Bufinels, and in 
all Probability they had effected fomething /or 
the Security and Advantage of the Proteftant 
Churches of Frame, had not the Marefchal Ds 
Bouillon betray’d them to the Court; That Fa¬ 
mily has been Fatal to the Reform’d filtered: in 
that Kingdom, which vvas entirely rain cl by the 
Apoftacy of the Vifcount De Turenne, Frame, at 
the Death of Henry IV. was in a ftrift Alliance 
with England, Holland, Venice, and ether States, 
to oppofe the then encroaching Power of the 
Houfe of Auftrla. This Aliyance was of the laft 
Confequence to the Proteftants in that Kingdom, 
molt of the States that compos’d it being o? that 
Religion ; yet at the Inftigation of the Pope, the 
Queen Regent enter’d into a Private Treaty with 
Spain, and concluded a double Match to confirm 
it. The Marefchal De Bouillon faid fhmetimes 
well in Council, that too ftriCt a League with 
Spain, would be prejudicial to the State, but at 
the bottom he fell in with that Opinion in which 
be found his Account bell. Lefdifguieret, another 
of the Principal Proteftants, long’d Paiiionately 
to be a Duke and Peer, which made him pli¬ 
able to every thing the Court would have him. 
There is fomething in the Affair of the Double 
Match, which lets one into the Cabinet of Erin- 
ccs, and fhews us that Counfel is fometimes re¬ 
quir’d for Form’s fake, when Refolutions are be¬ 
fore taken-, and the Hiftory of our own Times 
will furniih the World with an Event, which 
bears fo near a Refemblance to this, that ’twill 
doubtlefs put the Reader in mind ofit. It had been re* 
folv'd by the Queen and her Mitiifters, to con¬ 
clude a "League with Spain, to Marry the Princefs 
Elizabeth o( France, with the Prince of Spain, 
and that the young King Lewis the XHIth of 
France, fiiould be contracted to the Infav.'a Anne 
of Aujlria. The Regent and her Creatures did their 
utrnoft to engage the Grandees to give into it. 

C a The 
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The Marefchals De Bouillon and Lefdif*trieres fhe 
was lure of, the Conftable de Montmerency was 
lur’d in, by a Marriage of his Son with her 
Neice, a Princefs of the Houfe of Mantua. The 
Duke of Gmfe and his Family came into j:he Pro- 
je&, out of hatred to the Princes of the Blood 
who oppos’d it. The Duke of Epernon was daz- 
led by the more than ordinary Honours paid 
him on this Occafion *, and things being thus pre¬ 
par’d for a Council to conclude the Bufinefs, an 
Extraordinary one was held, at which the Prince 
of Conde , and his Unkle the Count De Soijfons, 
aftifted about the beginning of the Year 1^12. 
and the management of this Confutation is, 
what 1 think, has fomething in it worthy our Cu- 
riofity. c All Perfons Jays Monfieur Fajfor, were 
4 brought about to confent to the Double Match 
4 whenever it fhould be propos’d in Council, but 
4 the Two Princes were not yet fatisfy’d. The 
4 fame Day they were call’d to Council, Conde 
4 firft demanded that every one might declare his 
4 Opinion according to his Degree ^ Chancellor 
4 Sileri fpoke much in Praife of the Queen’s Ad- 
4 miniftration of Affairs, and laid open the great 
4 Benefit which would accrue to the State from 
4 tills Double Match. The Duke of Gnlfe fet 
4 forth the Eloquence which was Natural to his 
4 Family, There's no need (aid he, of Deliberation 
4 upon fo Advantagious a Propofition y we ought only 
4 to thank God that Her Majefty hath happily brought 
4 about the Noble Defign which Heaven had Infpird 
4 tnto her. The Conftable Montmerency, with the 
4 Dukes of Neuers and Epernon , extreamly ap- 
4 prov’d of wliat was faid. The Marefchal Bou- 
4 illon and Lefdifguieres faid only, that they ought 
4 to take care the New Treaty with the Spani- 
€ ards might uot be prejudicial to the Ancient 
* Allyances of the Crown with other Soveraigns. 

4 At laft came the Prince of Conde s Turn to 
4 fpeak, but he was fo furpriz’d at the Duke of 
4 Guife' s pofitive way of delivering himfelf, that 
4 he was quite out of Countenance, and after an 

‘ indifferent 
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‘ indifferent manner fa id, Since this is an Hjfair 
1 yefolv'd upon , it was needlefs to ask our Opinion. 
1 It was believ’d the Two Princes came with a 

* Defign to oppofe the Match which People were 
‘ Confirm’d in, by home Words the Count De 
‘ Soijfons let fall. You fee Sir , faid he, turning 
‘ himfelf to the Prince of Conde, That we are 
1 dealt with here us Fools and Serving Men. The 

* Queen vext at this Reproach, wou’d have fpoke, 

* but the Chancellor cunningly turn’d her from 
‘ it, by propofing fome other Matter to dilcourfe 
4 upon, cTc. The Prince of Conde and Count Solf- 
‘ fans, fhew’d a great Weaknefs upon this Occa- 
1 fion, their Confciences would not fuffer them to 
4 approve the Thing, and either Fear or Hope 
4 hinder’d them from fpeaking as they ought to 

* have done. Sir , faid the Conftable to his Son- 
4 in-Law the Prince of Conde, You neither know 
4 how to Fight with Courage , oryeild with Prudence. ” 
which was made more evident by his Servile Com¬ 
pliance fome time after. The League and Matches 
between France and Spain, alarming all Europe, ef. 
pecially the Proteftant States, the Queen Regent 
lent Ambaffadors to England and Holland, todifti- 
pate all Sufpicions and Jealoulies. The Marefchal 
De Bouillon was pitch’d upon to go on that Er¬ 
rand to England, one of his Inftru&ions being to 
get King James to difapprove of the Demeanour 
of the Reform’d of France in their laft Affembly 
at Saumur. A Pious Meflage for a Proteftant Mi- 
nifter, to a Proteftant Prince. He was alfo to 
bid that King James beware of the Duke of 
Rohan , one of the moft Zealous of the Proteftant 
Lords, ar.d to interceed for the Papifts in Eng¬ 
land. Thus we fee the Court of France made ufe 
of the Hugonots to deftroy themfelves, and that 
Profit and Power are Temptations too ftrong for 
Honour and Religion. King James , fays my Au¬ 
thor, was eafily made to believe that France thought 
of nothing but the General Good if Christianity, in 
making the Double Allyance with Spain. A Prince 
of his Pacifick Counlcls, was not eafily brought 
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to believe any thing which was likely to bring Him 
into a War. The Marefchai endeavour'd alfo to 
perfwade the King of the Pope’s good Intentions to- 
wards the ProteRants, and that he defign'd only to 
Convert them by Preaching , and the good Examples 
cf the Clergy , and his Majefty out of the abundance 
of his good Nature, pretended he was very willing 
to let the Roman Catholicks be quiet } tho’ 6 or 7 
Years before, they had Plotted to Blow Him and 
Parliament together up with Gun-Powder. As to 
the Duke of Rohan , the Marefchai had a harder 
Task to fet the King againft him, for that Duke 
kept a conftant Correfpcndence with his Son Prince 
Henry , and the King was prepar’d by that means to 
return him an Anfwer, in which we fhall find that 
King James did not only think it Lawful for Subiefts 
to make ufe of NeceiTary Means for the Defence of 
their Religion, but that he thought it was his Duty 
to alii ft them. If the Queen your Aliftrefs , fays he 
to Bouillon, rr/Y/ break Jiffs agreed to the Protejlants 
cf her Realm , I don't pretend that the sllliance I 
have made and Confirm'd with France, ought to hin¬ 
der me from Succouring and Protecting them . When 
ray Neighbours are attack’d in a Quarrel that re - 
fpeffs me , Natural Law requires that I fijou'd pre¬ 
vent the ARifchief which may arife from thence , 
Believe me^ Monfieur Alarefchaf you muft be re~ 
c cnc i I'd to the Duke of Rohan, I will let him know 
His my defire that you Live Friendlily together. Up¬ 
on which a French Hiftorian has this Reflexion : 
IVoud to God King James and his Children , had 
always preserv'd Sentiments fo Juft and Necejfary 
for the Good of England and the Reformation , Lewis 
the XIlith or his Son , had never dar'd to epprejs fo 
many Innocent French Men. The Marefchai fuc- 
ceeded fo ill in his Negotiation at the Court of 
England , that J twa$ faid by the Minifters in France 3 
He had neither follow’d the Intention nor Orders 
of Her Majefiy *, and the Marefchai on his fide com- 
plain’d, he was not well dealt withal, and that 
they had a mind to affront him, by fending him 
thither. 
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The Divifion between this Marefchal and th^ 
Duke of Rohan, gave Mary de Aiedkis and he r 
Minifters, the means of breaking the Edift of Nantza 
which never wou’d have been attempted, if they 
had had a good Underftatiding, and afted in con¬ 
cert. But the former, as has been faid, con¬ 
ceiv’d fo Fatal a Jealoufie and Hatred of the 
Duke of Rohan , that forgetting all the Interefls 
of Religion, he drove his Hatred fo far, as to 
endeavour to get his Government of St. Jean d\ 
Angeli taken from him, tho’ it had been an irre¬ 
parable Damage to the Common Caufe. The Duke 
of Rohm underftanding the ill Offices the Maref- 
chal De Bouillon did him, went to Court to juflify 
himfelf, and having reprefcnted to the Regent, 
that he had behav’d himfelf as a good Man in 
the Aflembly at Saumttr 5 He faid, Iconfefs, Ma~ 
dam, I oppos'd the Dejigns of ATonfienr De Bouil¬ 
lon, but this was only d.one in Order to give Tour 
Majefiy frejh Tokens of my Fidelity and Zeal. I 
diftruft thcfe Perfons who turn Scales , and pay their 
Services on both 'Sides. *Tis feldom known that Juch 
Aden are ZJpright in their Intentions. If Adonfieur 
De Bouillon had brought his Dejigns about in our 
Ajfembly at Saumur, he might have under flood how 
to have us'd them , and prevail'd even againft your 
felf. When he becomes the ATtfter among us y your 
Authoriy Jball never be better Eftahlifh'd in this 
Realm. The Queen prepoffefs’d by the! Maref- 
chal, took no Notice of the Duke’s Rernon- 
ftrances, and to put his Refolution to the Tryal, 
wou’d have impos’d a Mayor on his Town of 
St. Jean d ’ Angeli, which if it had been effedecl, 
wolf'd have deftrcy’d his Power there. The Duke, 
without taking Leave of the Court, hafiens back 
thither, and gives the Keys of the Town to an 
Alderman whom he could truft, turning fuch as 
he fufpeded out of the Place, and (lighting the 
Order the Regent had fent to him to the contrary. 
This fo enrag’d Her, that (he talk’d of railing an 
Army, which was to be Commanded by Two Pro- 
te/lants. The Marefchals De Bouillon^ and Lefdiy 
C 4 guieres , 
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guieres *, {he caus’d his Lady, his Daughter and all his 
Family to be fecur’d *, fhe put a Gentleman into the 
jRafiile , who was fent by the Duke to juftify his 
Actions; fhe caus’d the Duke to be proclaim’d a 
Rebel, and gave out fhe wou’d in Perfon head the 
Army that was to ad againft him : But by the good 
Offices of Themwes , Senefcal of Quercy , who was 
fent to the Duke, and the good Advice of Monfieur 
DuPleJfis Mornay, the Matter, in appearance, was 
accommodated* The Queen fearing many Provinces 
wou’d declare for him, fhe at laft acknowledg’d, 
that if the Duke of Rohan had witbftood her Orders 
with too much Haughtinefs, fhe alfo had too eafily 
given way to have the Ring's Authority undermin'd *, 
and fo the Matter was made up, the Duke readmit¬ 
ting thofe whom he had turn’d out of the Town, and 
the Regent providing otherwife for all the Officers 
the wou’d have impos’d on him. Such was the State of 
the Sovereign Power in France in the Minority of 
Lewis the XIHth. There were more Lords than 
one that upon a Difguft thought himfelf ftrong e- 
iiough to arm, and do himfelf Juftice. Such was 
the Opinion not only the Papifts, who had leagu’d 
againft their King, but the Proteftants had of 
Obedience and Refinance , fuch their Pra&ice, in a 
Kingdom where now but to fpeak wou’d be enough 
to ruin the firft Peer or Prince in the Nation. 

* It will not be amifs here to take Notice of the 
Power the Princes and Grandees of France always 
afiume in a Monarchy. No fooner was the Breath 
out of King Henry s Body, but the Court fell imme¬ 
diately into Cabals : The Dukes of Sully^ Rohan and 
the Parliament of Paris were for a Regency of the 
Princes and Minifters*, the Dukes of Epernon , Guife y 
and others, for the Regency of Mary De Medicis 
the former imagining if they obtain’d their Ends 
it would put them at the Head of Affairs, and the 
latter afting the contrary with the fame Views. The 
Count De Soijfons^ a Prince of the Blood, quarrels 
with the Duke of Epernon , becaufe he will not con¬ 
tent to have the Duke of Sully affaftinated. In the 
Choice of the Council, the Duke of Nevers cannot 
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be admitted, for fear of offending the Duke of Guife. 
If the Marefchal De Bouillon has a Place at the Board, 
the Duke of Epernon will have none. The firft thing 
propos’d to them to confider was the double Match. 
The Princes of the Blood oppofe it, but the Pen- 
fioners of Spain are the Majority. 

The Prince of Conde, who had fled out of France , 
returns, and prefently the Count of Soijfons and 
the Duke of Epernon take Arms. The Prince 
of Conde appears at Court at the Head of one Faftion, 
and his Uncle the Count De Soijfons at the Head of 
another. The Marefchal De Bouillon endeavours to 
unite the two Factions. The Queen Regent traver- 
fes the Union, thinking it better, fays my Author, 
to keep up Jealoufees and Adfunderfundings between 
the contrary Parties, and gain the Heads of both by 
her Favours. Conchini and the Italians form a third 
Faction, and watch their Opportunity to make their 
Advantage of the other two, who came behind them 
in Favour, tho’ in Appearance they had the ftart in 
Authority. The Marquifs D’ Ancre, fo Conchini was 
call’d, has Apartments given him in the Palace, and 
the great Matter Monfieur De Bellguarde refufes to 
give him the Keys. This is enough to create a new 
Fattion. The Count of Soijfons falls in with Bell- 
guarde , and others with Conchini. The Prince of 
Conti challenges his Brother the Count De Soijfons for 
not giving his Coach the Way ; and the making up 
that Difference caufes another between the Count 
and the Duke of Guife. The Prince of Conde , the 
Conflable de Montmerency and other Grandees fide 
with the Count De SoiJJons , the Duke De Sully , the 
Duke of Rohan , the Marefchal De Bouillon and the 
Duke De Chatillon with the Duke of Guife. The 
Citizens of Paris are arm’d. The Marefchal De Brifac 
has Orders to fet a Guard on the Count Soijfon’s 
Hotel •, the Marquifs De Fitry on that of Gu fe. The 
Count of Soijfons threatens to leave Paris , if he has 
not Satisfaction •, and by leaving Paris was meant at 
that time retiring toa Government, and taking Arms. 
Not long after a new Party is form’d, of the Prince 
of Conde , the Count of Soijfons , and the Marquifs I'd 

Ancre , 
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Ancrs , to ruin the Duke of . Epernon , who immedi¬ 
ately appears in Paris at the Head of eight hundred 
Gentlemen. The next Divifion, and all within the 
Compafs of a Year, was that of Soijfons and the Re¬ 
gent "and her Minifiers. The latter finding the for¬ 
mer prefum d too much on his Quality of Prince of 
the Blood, fet up the Duke of Epernon againft him, 
and engag’d the Prince of Conde on their fide. The 
Count upon this reconciles bimfelf heartily with the 
Prince his Nephew, both leave the Court, and 
the Guifes and the Duke of Epernon triumph in their 
Abfence. The Marquifs D’ Ancre and his Wife 
quarrel. Woffd one think the State was concern’d 
in it ? Yet fuch is the fteady and wife Conduft of 
the French in a Minority. The Queen and Mini- 
fters fided with Galigai. The Marquifs, to be re¬ 
veng’d, perfwaded the Princes to return to Court. 
They came firft to Paris, attended with 500 Horfe, 
and from thence to Fontainebleau ^ where the Guifes 
and Epernon receive the Mortification to have their 
Friend the Duke of Vendofme refus’d hisRequeft, to 
hold an Aflembly of the States of Bretagne *, which 
Commiffion was given to the Marefchal De Brifac , 
and that occafions a Challenge from Fendofme . The 
Princes are fet againft the Chancellor Silery , and 
Lefdifguieres , who was retir’d into Dauphine in Dif- 
content, promifes to bring them 10000 Foot and 500 
Horfe to the Gates of Paris. Conchmi carries away 
the Favour of the Regent from all the Princes and 
Grandees, and all but the Duke of Epernon enter into 
a Combination againft him *, which Combination was 
broken by the Death of the Count jDe Soiffons . TheMa- 
refchal De Bouillon was the hotteft of all his Enemies, 
and indeed they had great Reafon to be angry, for 
this Italian had rifen overall their Hands, and what 
was a terrible Mortification to the French Vanity, 
cou’d not or weird not.fpeak their Language. The 
Marefchal De Bouilhn , while he was at the Head of 
thefe Cabals, feem'd to have no Share in them, and 
manag’d himfelf with fo much Cunning, that he be¬ 
came Mediator of the Differences between the Prin¬ 
ces and the Court , during which the Dske^ De 
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Rohan's Port of Colonel General of the Sivifs was ta* 
ken from him, and given to Monfieur Bajfompiere , 
the Duke having Satisfaction in Money, he think¬ 
ing fit to accept of it, rather than lofe his 
Place without it, which, as Affairs then flood, it 
was probable he would have done. The Count 
De Soijfons was the moft troufclefome iof the feveral 
Pretenders to the Adminiflration 5 he was hardeft to 
be oblig’d, and foonefl difgufled. Vaffer fays‘of him. 
He had vaft Defigns rolling in his Head when he dyd ; 
’Twas [aid he kept a fecret Correfpondence with Henry 
Prince of Wales, Maurice Prince of Orange, the 
Duke of Savoy, and the Hugonot Party . The Duke 
of Rohan improv’d his Difcontent with the Regent, 
to engage him in the Proteflant Intereft. He de¬ 
manded the Government of Quilleheuf in Normandy r 
to be in a Condition to receive the Succours he had 
projected to be Tent him from England and Holland . 
Nothing would fatisfy him but an entire Change of 
the Minifters, and the Ruin of the Guifes and Eper- 
non j which it is probable he might have acconipliih'd 
by the Means above-mention’d, had not Death put 
an End to all his Projects. A new Party was now 
fet up at Court, who having got the uppermoft, 
I difiipated all the reft. The Prince of Conde headed 
it. The Dukes of Mayonne , Longueville , the Ma- 
refchal De Bouillon , and the Marquift D’ Ancre came 
into it. The Guifes , the Dukes of Epernon and Am- 
ville could not make their Party gocd againft them, 
tho" the Marquifs De Bellguard was of it. This Gen¬ 
tleman was Matter of the Horfe, and when the new 
Party was form’d was at his Government of Burgun¬ 
dy,, which was intended to be taken from him, and 
given to the Duke of Mayenne . The Queen Regent 
order’d him to come to Court, ana the Gufes wrote 
to him to batten to their Relief. The Marquifs, 
when he arrives at Sens y had Notice he was fent for 
only to be remov’d from his Government upon 
which, inftead of obeying the Regent’s Orders to 
come to Court, he returns to Burgundy : Such was 
the Obedience of the Grandees in the Minority of 
fjcwis the Xllllb, fuch the Harmony of the Coun- 
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cils of France , and the Concord between the Great 
for the two firft Years of the Regency of Mary De 
Medias. The Prince of Conde' s Party triumphing, 
the Guiles and Epernon receiv’d Mortifications daily. 
The Duke of Guife had not Intereft to fave his Bro¬ 
ther from being banifh’d the Court with his Friend 
the Count De la Rochfaucaut. Guife enrag'd at this, 
refolves alfo to fall in with the Party of the Prince, 
for the Deftru&ion of the Miniftry •, which would 
have been fuch a Weight, that it might have born 
down the Regency. Mary De Medkis told Bajfom- 
piere , fhe rnuft have Guife coft what it will \ and for 
100000 Crowns, a Government for his Brother, and 
an Abbey for his Sifter, the Bargain was made. The 
Duke of Epernon alfo confented to come into the 
Intereft of the Regency } and the two Dukes having 
had a private Audience of the Queen, Matters were 
then concerted to breakup a puiffant Fattion, con¬ 
triv’d by the Firft Prince of the Blood and Grandees 
of France , and thefe two Dukes joining with the 
Regent againft them, fhe thought her felf fo ftrong, 
as not to fear any Oppofition from the other fide. 
To fhew how little Ihe dreaded it, fhe the very next 
Morning fuffer’d an Affront to be put upon the Prince 
of Conde , which was a plain Declaration of the Lofs 
of his Credit •, for when he came to Court, he found, 
to his Amazement, that the Queen was Ihut up in 
her Clofet with the Minifters of State, and no body 
offer’d to open the Door to him. Here again is a- 
nother Revolution, and not twoYears of the Regency 
yet expir’d. There was at this time a Difcovery 
made of a Correfpondence carry’d on between Con- 
chini and his Wi’fe and the Duke of Savoy, with 
whom the Court of France bad then a Rupture. 
Yet fuch was the Italians Favour with the Regent, 
that both the Marquifsand Marchionefs were clear’d, 
and the Minifters of State courted them more than 
ever. The Princes cf the Blood and the Grandees 
of their Party had withdrawn from Court, upon 
the Reconciliation of Alary De Medicis to the 
Dukes of Guife and Epernon , and Conchini and his 
Wife remain’d in full Poffeffion of the Regent, 

which 


^/FRANCK. 29 

which made the Minifters endeavour to ftrengthen 
them felves by their Protection. The Infolence of 
that Woman was intolerable*, {he was of an ordinary 
Birth, yet the Queen had fuch an immoderate Affe¬ 
ction for her, that (he not only rais'd her but her 
Husband and Brother for her Sake. Let us fee what 
Monfieur Vajjor fays on thisOccafion : The Marquifs 
and March'tonefy D’ Ancre fet no Bounds to their Am¬ 
bition. Conchini obtain'd the Staff of Marefchal of 
France j and Galigai, not being content that her Hus¬ 
band was rais'd to the fecond Military Honour in that 
Kingdom, propofes to obtain for her Brother the fecond 
Dignity in the Church of Rome. This Creature jo 
far forgot her felf, that Jhe did not obferve the Rules 
of Decency with the Princeffes of the Blood : A little 
while before Jhe had fpoke in the Queen’s Clofet to the 
Princefs of Conde, in fuch a proud imperious man¬ 
ner , that her Highnefs was extremely affronted. All 
the World was offended at the Infolence of Conchini’x 
Wife , whofe Behaviour did not a little provoke tke 
Princes and Great Men againft her Husband , &c. 
We fhall fee prefently what was the miferable End 
of this UpftartShe-Favourite, and how her Husband 
was involv’d in her Ruin. 

Some Mention has been already made of the Dif* 
content of the Prince of Conde and the Grandees of 
his Party, who left the Court, and were gone to 
their Governments. The Duke of Epernon, tho' of 
the contrary Faftion, did the fame, becaufe the 
Queen would not give his Son, the Duke of Can- 
dale, a Poft he demanded for him. The Retreat of 
the Firft Prince of the Blood, of the Dukes De 
Nevers, De Mayenne, De Vendofme, De Longueville , 
De Piney Luxemburgh, De Bouillon , De Retz. , and 
other great Lords, Co alarm’d the Regent, that (he 
immediately invited the Duke of Epernon back to 
Court, and gave him what he defir’d. It was the 
fourth Year of the Minority, and after' fo many 
Cabals and Quarrels at Court, that the two Parties 
had Recourle to Arms *, but the Prince and his 
Friends, whatever they pretended, having only their 
own particular Advantages in View, were (bon 

tempted 
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tempted to an Accommodation, before much Mif- 
chief was done, which had never been offer’d them 
but out of a Jealoufy of the Marefchal D' Ancre , to 
prevent the Duke of Guije 3 s commanding the Army 
that was to be fent againft the Prince. The Court 
being thus divided upon the Princes Retreat, Part 
being for ufing Force, Part for Treaty, the Queen 
embrac'd that Counfel which was recommended by 
Ancre , and the latter falling in with thofe who 
were for Pacifick Meafures, Mary Ds Medicis did 
the fame *, purfuant to which Commiffioners were 
lent to the Prince at MezJeres in Champagne , to treat 
of a Compolition. The Prince of Conde , in the 
Manifeflo he publiih’d, did like almoft all the other 
Great Men that have taken Arms upon private Diff 
guffs: He talks of nothing but the Publick, and 
with the Sentiments ofa Greek ox:Roman. He is ready 
to give up all for a free Affembly of the States, and 
at the fame wanted only his particular Satisfaction 
to give up them for ever. Thus it is that the Heads 
of Factions commonly deal by the Multitude whom 
they impofe upon. One would think by their De¬ 
clarations that they had nothing but the publick 
Good at Heart, when let them be contented as to their 
own private Intereffs, aud the publick Good is treated 
as a vifionary Bleffing, a fine'Word to flatter Fools, 
and a Jeff after thofe that ufe it have gain’d their 
Ends. This Breach between the Regent and the 
Prince was in the Year and the Reafons he 

gave for it was worthy the Refolmion he pretended 
to in requiring a Redrefs of Grievances. He com¬ 
plain’d, That the Treafury was wafted , That the high * 
eft Employments were given to People unworthy of them * 5 
That the ftiinifters had too great Authority \ That lit¬ 
tle RefpeEl was paid to the Peers of the Realm *, That 
the Parliament met with Qbftacles in the Exercife of 
their Power *, and 0 That the Affembly of the States was 
neglected. Grievances that will always be intolerable 
ro true Lovers of their Country, and which in this 
Cafe were all well founded. He demanded. That 
Ferfonsof Honour and Integrity fhoulcTbe placed near 
her Majefty y and fpoke favourably of the Proteftants, 
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to engage them on his Side. But their Behaviour 
then and at all times in France , fhews that their 
Religion made them the bell Sub/e£ls; for tho* 
the Prince did his utmoft to get them to declare 
for him, tho* he fent in an efpecial manner to 
Monfieur Du Plejfis Morn ay, toreprefent to him the 
Care he had taken of the Reform d in his Manifefto, 
yet they would not ftir, and Du Plejfis wrote imme¬ 
diately to the Deputies General of the Proteftant 
.Churches, to beware how they brought a Reproach 
upon themfelves 5 by fhewing any Difpofition to rife 
upon any Account but the obtaining of the Liberty 
oi their Confciences; for , fays he, it wou y d be to 
wrong their good Caitfe to mix it with Interests purely 
Civil j and that thofe of the Religion, as they we7 e 
Reform'd Chriftians , ought not to meddle with the Re¬ 
formation of the State . His Anfwer to the Prince 
of Conde s MefTage by Monfieur De Marais, Lieu¬ 
tenant of his Guards, and a Hugonot , is a Demon- 
flration of the Wifdom of that excellent Perfon, 
and the Innocency of the Proteftants, for which they 
have been fince fo barbaroufly and bloodily perfecu- 
ted. We have feen feveral Princes , fays he, vfe the 
fpecious Pretences 'of the Puhlick Good , only to carry 
on their own particular Interefl . 1 1vou d believe the 
Defigns of his Highnefs are upright and fine ere, but 
that is not fujficient , we mu ft ufe lawful Means to 
obtain a good End . Ail the World knows that there 
are Diforders in the State , they are greater than Men 
imagine , but Prudence will not admit that Monfieur 
the Prince fijould apply Remedies worfe than the Difi 
eafe. The weft meaning Towns of the Kingdom are fo 
afraid of a Civil War , that they will never declare for 
him. He has a Mind to correct fame Abufes, which 
the Towns for their own Profit do not defire Jhould be 
corrected. 'Thofe who tell him the Reformed will rife, 
do not know us, or at leaft would impefe upon his High - 
nefs. They offer him People which are not at their 
DifpofaL Tis true we complain of feme Grievances, 
but we will remain peaceable as long as the Edicts are 
obfervd, &c. Here are the Principles and Practices of 
the Proteftants: They will not take Arms againffc 
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the Government to reform the State, or redrefs 
Grievances ; but they will be no longer peaceable 
than the Edifts for the Liberty of their Confciences 
are obferv’d. As to the Prince of Conde and his 
Popifh Confederated Lords, fuch admirable Pratti- 
fersof Paflive Obedience were they, that they wou’d 
not conclude the Treaty with the Regent, unlefs 
fome Places of Safety were put into their Hands, 
that they might have an Opportunity to prattife it 
over again when they were again difgufted. This 
Condition was no more eafily obtain'd, than that of 
fummoning the States of France . The Queen’s 
Council made great Oppofition to it, and the Dukes 
of Guife and Epernon in the Fulnefs of their Loyalty 
were pleas’d to fay, If the Regent granted Places of 
Security to their Enemies , they would alfo demand the 
fame 1 and would look for Affifiance out of the Kingdom , 
threatning to call in the Spaniards . Such being the 
Allegiance of the Catholicks abroad, tho* they and 
their Abettors in England fo highly extol their exem¬ 
plary Loyalty, Obedience and Fidelity But notwith- 
ftanding their Threats, the Minifters, fupported by 
the Parliament, prevail’d for the Conclulion of the 
Treaty on thofe Terms. The Prince of Conde had 
the City and Caftle of Ambofe put into his Hands 
for his Security, the Duke De Never s^ St. Menehou , 
and the Marefchal De Bouillon a large Sum of Money 
paid him* The Duke De Kendcfme refus’d to fign 
the Treaty, and flood on his Defence in Bretagne, 
and the Court of the Regent was in Confufion on 
Account of the Differences between the Marefchal 
D' Ancre and the Minifters. The Marefchal had 
marry’d his Daughter to a Grandfon of Killeroy , Se¬ 
cretary of State, and one of the oldeft Minifters in 
France *, yet out of Difguft at his oppofing the Ad¬ 
vancement of Dole his Confident, the Marefchal 
was always doing the Secretary ill Offices. D'Ancre 
was the Regent s Favourite, and nothing but Kille- 
roys Merit and Experience cou’d have fupported 
him *, the Chancellor Sillery being his clofeft Enemy. 
The Favourites and Minifters had each their Friends 
and Enemies, and neither the Authority of the Re¬ 
gent 
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gent, nor even the Royal Authority prevail’d, to 
compofe thofe Jars which kept the Kingdom in per¬ 
petual Diftra&ion, The Prince finding he had ra¬ 
ther loft than got Ground, by the Trouble he had 
given the Regent and Minifters,’ wou’d have re¬ 
new’d it, and had an Interview with .the Duke of 
Rohan, to bring him and the Hugonots into his Par¬ 
ty. He did not forget to lay all the Fault of his 
ill Succefs, on the Treachery of the Marefchal Be 
Bouillon , and to repfefent the great Intereft he 
fhou’d have in the States, which were to be Af- 
fembfed by his Procurement only. But the Duke 
of Rohan , tho’ of a more Martial Genius than Mon- 
fieur Du Pleflis Mornai, had the Prudence to re- 
jeft this Temptation; He told the Prince, The 
Queen tpoud have more Authority ini the Affembly 
than you can hope for. Thofe whom you reckon up¬ 
on at prcfent, will leave you inftead . of fupporting 
you \ Fean and Hope are the Two great Springs which 
move the {Members of thefe Jffemblles: Ton are not 
in a Condition to prowife them great Matters, nor 
to fright them by Menaces. The Queen has Pre¬ 
ferments and Places to difpofe of •, She can do a 
great deal ofMifchiefio' ihofe that oppofe Her Will: 
Who is there that will declare openly for you againft Her 
Majefty. Believe it , Sir , the States General will op * 
pofe your Dejigns. Notwithftanding this wholefom 
Advice, and that the Prince and his Party were 
not lo ftrong as before the laft Rupture, yet he 
attempted to make himfelf Matter of Poitliers , 
by means of the Governor the Duke of Rsannez ,, 
and the Marquifs Be Bonnivet \ but the Bilhop of 
the Place by his Intrigues prevented it, and fhort- 
ly after the Queen and the young King, made a 
Progrefs with an Army attending them, to reduce, 
the Duke of Vendome , and fecure the Peace of 
PoiFtou. Upon which the Prince retir’d to his 
Seat in Berry , not dating to return to his New 
Government of Amboife. This March with an 
Army, tho’ not very Numerous, was made ufe of 
by the Prince and his Emiflaries, to raife Sufpi- 
cions in the Reform’d, but the Regent fent a Gen- 

D ' tlenwn 
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tleman to Monfieur Du Plejfis at Saumur, to re¬ 
move the Fears thole Sufpicions might create and 
to give him a Proof of the Confidence She had 
in him, She pafs’d through Saumur with the Young 
King her Son. Monfieur Du Plejfis Mornay went 
to meet her, follow’d by an Hundred Gentlemen. 
As foon as the Young King enter’d the Caftle, 
Du Plejfis offer’d to order the Garrifon to., march 
out, but his Majefty wou’d not permit him. Jt 
is not again]} our King , laid the Governor, that we 
have ftrong Places in our Pojfejfion. They have been 
willing to grant them us, again ft the Hatred of our 
Sworn Enemies : If at any time his Majefty does 
us the Honour to be prefent there , we defire no other 
Security but his Prefence. Sentiments agreeable to 
the Char a (Tier that’s univerfally given him of one 
of the Wifeft, Nobleft, and moft. Religious Gentle¬ 
man of his Age and Nation. 

This Year ici±, being that of the King’s Ma¬ 
jority, by the Conftitution of France , Founded on 
the Edift of Charles the Vth, Sirnam’d the Wife, 
in 1374 Lewis the XHIth was declar’d Major. 
The French Kings when they enter their Fourteenth 
Year, commencing their Majority, MezeraiSpeak¬ 
ing of this Edift of Charles the Wife, fays, That 
King believ’d it was very important for the Minority 
of Kings to be as fliort as pojftbly coud be, for fear 
the Regent of the Realm Ihoud grow fo Powerful , 
as to Dethrone his Pupil. The fir ft thing they 
made Young Lewis do, was to publifh a Decla¬ 
ration for the AiTembly of the States, and to con¬ 
firm the Editt of Nants, which, fays Kajfor, it 
was faid, They wou’d keep. Inviolably. How they 
have perform’d it, the Hiftory of Lewis the XII Ith 
and his Son, fufficiently make appear. As the cal¬ 
ling an Affembly of tne States, was the Effect of 
the Stir lately made by the Prince of Conde , and 
the laft Appearance of Liberty among the French, 
it will not. be an improper Digreflion, to give a 
brief Account of the Antiquity and Natureof fuch 
AffembUes. 


Ill 
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In the Eldeffc Times of this Monarchy, the Prin¬ 
ces, call’d the Chief of the French Nation, met 
together on fume Extraordinary and Important 
Occafions. : The Mayors of the Palace ufdally Sum¬ 
mon’d them once a YearThe Kings who had then 
only the-Name of Sovereigns, prelided in the AE 
fembly \ Pepin exadlly kept up this Cuftcmr. The 
Principal Men °f the Clergy were admitted to 
affift at it } and this Practice was cpntinu’d by 
Charlemagne. Lewis the Meek render’d i,t more 
frequent, L ,If was in thofe AiTemblies,, the Kings 
Of the Carotpvingian Race, publilh’d their Capitular 
.“Decrees and other Orders, arid what they Erw&ed, 
by the Advice, and Confent of the Grandees and 
Prelates of the Kingdom.^ Hugh Capet having been 
recogniz’d King,' by. Virtue of' an Agreement con? 
eluded with the Dukes, !Rarjs and Barons, us’d to 
Affemble his Peers and Vaffals, in which he was 
imitated by his .Succefipf s,' who call’d, this the 
Holding th^ir r Parliament. y 0 There the Differences 
between tlie Peers and Barons with the King were 
decided, and the Affairs of the greateft Confequence 
to the Kingdom debated., There the Private Dis¬ 
putes between the Dukes, Earls and Barons, were 
definitively ended, and the Encroachments of the 
Pope and Clergy repuls’d. There they heard the 
Complaints" of the People^ about the Adminiftra- 
tion of Juftice, and the Vexations of the Prieft- 
hood. What fince has been call’d the Third F.flate , 
or the Deputies of the People, owes its Origi lal 
to Philip the Fair, upon his Return from his Exf 
pedition againft the Flemings. . Much about the 
lame time, it is pretended thofe Deputies were 
admitted to affift at the AiTemblies in England , 
tho’ the latter is only Pretence, for the Old Verfe 
tells us what fuch Aflemblies were compos’d of, 
even before the Conqueft in the Saxon Monarchy. 

Prelati Praceres mijfifq\ Potentibus Vries . 

The Prelates, Peers, the Cities by their Powrs : ■ 
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This Philipp Sirnam’d the Fair, was the fir 11 that 
Summon’d the Third Eft ate, or demanded Money 
of his People, the Kings of France before his Twne, 
living on their Demefnes. By this it appears* 
that the Firft AfTemblies were of the Nobles and 
Clergy, and that about 450 Years ago, the Third 
Eftate was added to raife Supplies for the Wants 
of the Crown, when its Demefnes and Ancient 
Revenues were Embezel’d and Alienated. The 
Kings of the Race of Galois, us’d frequently to 
call AfTemblies of the Three Eftates , the Prelates, 
the Nobles, and the Deputies. Charles the Wife , 
always affefted to have his Orders receiv’d in the 
AfTembly of the States, and confirm’d the Third. 
It is remarkable, that Philip de Valois when he 
was threaten’d by Edward the Third, for keep¬ 
ing from him his Kingdom of France v Aflembled 
only One of the Three Eftates, the Peers and Ba- 
rons, who depending more immediately upon the 
Crown, were fure to decide that Difpute againfl 
King Edward \ whereas the Deputies of the Peo-* 
pie, who, in the beft Times have their Intereft 
only in View, might not have been fo hafty to 
bring, on themfelves a Bloody War for his fake 
only. 

I muft own freely, I wonder at the Madnefs 
of fome Nations in the darker Ages, who have in¬ 
volve themfelves in the molt Sanguinary Contefts 
to fupport the Claims of Two Perfons only, each 
of whofe Government wou’d have made them as 
happy as r the other. Philip de Valois , John and 
Charles the Vth, had a great Deference for their 
People, and often communicated to them the Af¬ 
fairs of State. When Charles the Vlth became 
unfit to Govern, the Three Eftates confer’d the 
Adminiftration on the Dukes of Berry and Bur¬ 
gundy, in preference to the Duke of Orleans the 
King’s Brother. The Authority of thefe AfTemblies 
was much lefTen’d by Lewis the XIth, whofe Fa¬ 
ther Charles the \TItb, having driven the EnghJfj 
out of France , and pofTefs’d bimfelf of the Kingdom 
by the Sword, began to Rule Abfolutely* and bis 
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Son had no Thoughts, but.how to fettle his Arr 
birrary Power, which was his Idol. He and his 
Succefibrs found Means to alter the Confutation 
of thefe AfTemblies, as alfo of their Great Coun : 
cils Inftituted at firft for the Government of the 
State, but reduc’d by them to Ordinary Courts of 
Judicature, fuch as the Courts of Parliament now 
in France. 

From the Reign of Lewis the Xlth, to that of 
Henry the IVth, there was no Regular Aflembly 
of the Three Eftatety and that which he held at 
Roan , was too Partial to deferve the Name of the 
States General. The Truth is, thefe AfTemblies 
in France , were almoft all along made Tools to 
drain Money from the People, tho' fometimes a 
Spirit of Liberty exerted it felf, as it Teem’d to’ 
do in the Minority of Lewis the Xlllth, when 
the Prince of Conde and the Lords of his Party, 
demanded and obtained a Meeting of the Three 
EftateSy the laft that ever met in France. It o- 
pen’d the loth of Ottober 7 1514, and tho* in the 
Treaty concluded between the Regent and the 
Prince, it was Stipulated to be holden at Sens, yet 
She by her Authority, only remov’d it to Paris 7 
that the Prefence and Artifices of the Court might 
have the greater Influence *, and to render this 
Meeting ineffectual, She fo divided the Three Or¬ 
ders, that it was fopn feen no Good was ever in¬ 
tended by admitting them to inject. For the very 
firft Thing they d d, was a Motion from the No¬ 
bility and Clergy, To fupprefs the Sale of Offices , 
which touching the Third Eftate, compos’d chiefly 
of Gentlemen of the. Long Robe to the quick, 
they retaliated upon them by a Propqfal for hf- 
fenning of Taxes , and fuppreffmg of Penfions , which 
concern’d the Two other Eft ate s to fupport. Af¬ 
ter long Debates in the feveral Orders about thefe 
Matters, the Clergy and Nobility Petition’d the 
King to fuperfede the Sale of Offices *, and the 
Third Eft ate, to be reveng’d of them, did the 
fame with refpeft to Taxes and Penfions. The 
jCouttfers were extreamly pleas’d with thefe Df- 
D 3 vifions, 
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vifions, which they look’d upon as a good Effeft 
of their Intrigues ; and nothing cou’d pe more fa- 
tisfattory to the Minifters, than to fee that the 
Three Houfes fhou’d feparateiy demand different 
Things, without being able to come to an Agree¬ 
ment among themfelves. This furnifh’d them with 
3, Favourable Pretence not to grant any of their 
Demands. The Nobility minded only the conti¬ 
nuance of their Penfionss the Depuries only the fup- 
prefling of the Tailles which paid them j and the 
Clergy had nothing fo much at Heart, as the 
Publication of the Council of Trent, which had not 
been receiv’d in France , To this end, they were 
very complaifant to the Nobility, and the Court 
labour’d to get their Demands comply’d with, 
knowing it wou’d meet with infuperable Difficul¬ 
ties in the Third Houle, which wou’d foon give 
jhem Occafion to break up their Seffion, and all 
the Fault wou’d lye on the Three Orders, who 
eou’d not agree among themfelves about their 
preivances. 

The Nobility concurr’d with the Clergy, for 
the receiving the Council of Trent, but the De* 
puties of the Third Houfe wou’d not hear of it: 
And their Speaker, Monfieur Miron, Provofl of 
the Merchants of Paris , fhew’d in his Speech to 
the Deputies of the Clergy and Nobility, fent to 
the Third Eftate for their Content, that thofe 
French Men who had ever any Love for their 
Country, had always an Abhorrence of the Ty¬ 
ranny and Ufurpation of the Pope, tho a they were 
Members of the Roman Church. How many Cow¬ 
ells, faid he, have there been, which we have never 
publi/b'd in France ? And yet rve cbferve the good 
Regulations made by them: The Gentlemen of the 
Clergy may renounce the Plurality of Livings, and 
reform the other Abufes Condemn'd by the Council y 
rve fhall be moft Edify d by it, and their Sincere 
Submiffion to its Ordinances % will be a tacite Ac¬ 
ceptation of it . Their good Example in this Cafe , 
will be as advantageous to the Council of Trent, as 
a Formal Publication of it. The Houfe of the Tnird 

State , 


c/FRANCE, 59 

State) return their Thanks to the Clergy for the Zeal 
they jhevo to propagate the Catholick Religion , and 
will ejtdeavour to fecond their good Intentions : 
Whilft thefe Matters hung, a Propofal was made 
to Ereft a Chamber of Juftice, to inquire into 
the management of the Treafury during the Queen’s 
Adminiftration. This Propofal was firft mov'd 
in the Houfe of the Nobility, and part there cur¬ 
rently $ but the Clergy, fays Vaffor, fiill more Slaves 
to the Court than the Nobility , had fome Scruples 
about it. The Cardinal De Sourdis told them the 
like had been attempted before on feveral Occafions , 
but it was never found to turn to the advantage 
cf the PublicL Meer Shame ^tt laft oblig’d the 
Houfe of the Clergy to agree to this Motion. 
The Deputies of the Third Houfe heartily con- 
curr’d in it, and the King was petition’d to Er 
reft fuch a Chamber. The Court fell immedi¬ 
ately to their ufual Artifices of getting over fome 
of the Nobility•, and after two or three Anfwers 
to as many Petitions of the Three Eftates , the Su- 
perintendant of the Finances told them, the King 
wou’d chufe a Fit Number of Perfons out of the 
Soveraign Courts of the Kingdpm, to inquire in¬ 
to the management of the Treafury. The Houfe 
of the Clergy prefently contented themfelves with 
this Offer, and Voted it Satisfactory . The Nobility 
did not infift on the Erefting a Court out of the 
Members of the Three Eftates, and the Deputies of the 
Third Houfe found themfelves too weak to ftand 
out againfl the other two. . 

It muft be obferv’d here, that when Flenry the 
IVth dy’d, there was a Treafure of near 20 Mil¬ 
lions of Livres in the Baftile , which was fnppos'd 
to have been prodigally fquander’d away by the 
Regent in Penfions andProfufion, befides the Annual 
Income of the Kingdom. To excufe this, the Su- 
perintendant told the Eftates, that the yearly Reve : 
nue of France wasbut 1SS00000 Livres, and the Ex¬ 
pence 21500000, whence it follow’d that there were 
near 3 Millions a Year wanting, and that might 
very well take up what was left in King Henry s 
D 4 Coffers, 
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Coffers, adding to it the Charge of Secret Services 
never brought to Account. This Revenue of 
x8800000 was encreasM during the Minority to 
37000000, of which 1 9 only was brought into the 
King’s Coffers •, and during the Miniftry of Cardi¬ 
nal Richlieu ’twas rais’d to 80000000, of which 
45000000 only were employ’d in paying the Charges 
of the State , the reft under the Minority and that 
Miniftry were lavifh’d on Favourites and Courtiers , 
the Minifters of the Luxury and Ambition of their 
Princes. In Lewis the XlVth’s Time, this Revenue 
mounted to no left than 140 Millions of Livres year¬ 
ly, an Income fufficient to enllave fo corrupt a 
World as that we live in *, and how near to Slavery 
it was, let the Hiftories of this Age tranfmit to 
Pofterity with the fame Pride that they endur’d 
it. 

I cannot think this Digreftion will be tedious, and 
then I am (atisfy’d it will not be reckon’d imper¬ 
tinent. The honeft and wellaffefted Members of 
the Three Efiates y highly relenting the Treatment 
of the Court in the Bufinefs of the Chamber of 
Juflice , thought they cou’d do their Country no 
better Service than to incert an Article in their 
Addrefs, in which they gave the King moft admi¬ 
rable Advice, in lively and prefting Terms, concern¬ 
ing the Method of regulating his Expences to the 
beft Advantage: However , fays my Author, a French - 
man, the Court did not much trouble their Heads with 
their Politicks , being fully refolvd y as foon as the 
States were broke up , to take the Liberty of following 
fuch Councils as they Jbould think fit . They alio re- 
prefented to his Majefty, that he ought by no means 
to lay any extraordinary Taxes upon his People, for 
That HelliJ!) Maxim , adds he, that the King may 
exact from his Subjects whatever he pleafes, and that 
therein his Will is the foie Rule of his Power was not 
then receiv'd, in France. What I have before call’d 
an Addrefs, is in French term’d a Cahier , and is a 
kind of Petition each Eftate drew up to prefent to 
the King for the Redrefs of their Grievances. That 
of the Third Eftate* at the Motion of the Deputies 
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of Tetris and of the Ifle of France , incerted in theirs 
a very material Artide for the Sovereign Power of 
the King, and the Security of his Royal Perfon, 
which was to this Effeft, That for preventing the 
Confequence of a pernicious Doftrinewhich had been 
broach’d fome Fears fince , againfl Kings and Sovereign 
Powers , his Majefly flsoud be defir d to caufe to be 
publiflM in the Affembly of the States General , as 
an inviolable and fundamental Law of the King * 
dom y That the King being recognifed Supreme in 
France, and holding his Authority from God alone , 
there was no Power upon Earthy either Spiritual or 
Temporal , that had Right to deprive him of hts 
Kingdomy nor to difpence with , nor to abfolve his 
Sub]efts from their Fidelity , and the Allegiance they 
ow'd him , for any Caufe whatfoever , &c. They then 
defir d an Oath might be taken to this Purpofe, 
by all Magiftrates and Clergymen, with other 
Circumftances which aim’d dire&ly enough at the 
ufurp’d Authority of the Pope. The Deputies of 
the Third Eftate were almoft unanimous in their 
Votes for this Claufe, which the Murder of the 
two preceding Kings had made as neceflary as rca- 
fonable. The Houle of the Clergy cry cl out, All 
is undone , all is undone , there are Rafcals and Here - 
ticks in the Affembly, that have confpir'd the Ruin of 
our Religion . See the Loyalty of the French Priefis, 
fee the Happinefs of having a double Jnrifdi&ion 
in a Gonftitution ; the facred Power of Kings and 
the Safety of their Perfons cannot be fecur’d againft 
the Affaffinations and corrupt Doftrines of Priefts, 
Slaves to Rome , but Religion is prefently in Danger. 
The Clergy appiy’d themfelves to the Nobles, and 
they with great Complacency allur'd them, they 
wou’d enter on no Article of Faith or Doftrine 
without their Advice. Tou y faid the Seigneur De 
Maintenon to the Deputies of the Clergy, are our 
true and lawful Do ft or s y and it belongs to you to in - 
ftruft us-> and preferibe what we ought to believe in 
thefe Matters . u Was there ever, fays Monfieur 
“ iTaffor , a more bafe and ridiculous Piece of Flat- 
£ tery than this ? For were the Deputies of the 
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«* Clergy fuel: able and extraordinary Men ? Had 
“ they all the Learning and Light imaginable ? So 
tc far from it, that their Houfe was compos'd for 
“ the mofl: part of timerous, ignorant and fuperfti- 
“ tious Monks; and if there were any learned Men 
«'• among them, their Ambition made them perfett 
(e Slaves to the Court of Rome. In the mean time 
the Parliament of Paris made a Decree in favour of 
the Ariicle of the Third Eftate, which the Nobility 
and. Clergy had rejected. Cardinal Du Perron came 
to the Lower Houfe, and fpoke three Hours 
againft it j and Monlieur Miron their Prefident 
vindicated it with equal Reafon and Gravity. Theft 
Difputes were very agreeable to the Court, as ob- 
ftru&ing the. Proceedings of the States General. 
The Prince of Conde, in an Aflembly of the 
King’s Council upon this extraordinary Occafion, 
made a Speech, which lerv’d only to fhew the Weak- 
nefs of his Judgment and Spirit, for to ingratiate 
himfelf with the Clergy, he clos’d it with Advice, 
That the King fhoud forbid the Clergy and the Third 
Kflatc to difpute any longer on the controverted Arti¬ 
cle , but that he Jfsoud be Judge himfelf j which was 
accordingly done, and the Execution of the Arret 
of Parliament fuperfeded; What lefs cou’d have 
been expetted from the blind Obedience of an Italian 
Princefs to the Bifhop of Rome ? But the Clergy 
not thinking the Order of Council againft the Ex¬ 
ecution of the Decree of the Parliament of Paris 
ftrong enough, and encourag’d by the Partiality the 
Minifters had fhewn them in this Difpute, remon- 
ftrated again, to which they receiv’d only a general 
Anfwer. This did not fatisfy them, who fancy d 
there were feme Perfons of great Intereft and Ability 
in the King’s Council, that obftrufted the Church 
in her Defigns. The Mare ft ha 1 De Bouillon was 
chiefly fu(peeled, and therefore Cardinal Du Perron 
Paid, We challenge fuch of the Kings Council who are 
not Catholicks , and humbly defvre that his Majcfiy 
voou'd not admit them therein when the Church Affairs 
are concern’d. I wou’d not have appear’d therein , 
reply’d Bouillon , who knew very well that he alone 
„ was 
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was meant in that Requeft, had the Church been con¬ 
cern'd in that One ft ion , but feeing the Difpute re¬ 
lates to the King s Sovereignty , that Affair is merely 
political. You do wifely , Sir, faid the Cardinal of 
Sourdis, in not medling in a Point of Religion, hr we 
maintain that the Contents of the Article of the ‘Third 
Eftate is of that Nature. “ Could any thing, Jays 
“ the Author I loft mention'd, more plainly difcover 
« the true Genius of the Clergy than that Anfwer ? 

Here is a Cardinal who maintains, in the very 
« Prefence of his Prince, that the Supreme Autho- 
« rity of Kings being a Point wherein Religion is 
“ concern’d, his Majefty cannot determine in his 

Council, that the Pope has no Right to deprive 
« him of his Crown whenever he will be pleas’d 
« to declare him an Heretick. The Prince of 
Conde cou’d not bear the Cardinal’s Infolence, but 
the latter matter’d not his Reproaches, having fo 
bigotted a Princefs as Mary De Medicis to proteft 
him, who fo order’d it, that the Article in Conteft 
was by the King’s Command {truck out of the 
Cahier of the Third Eftate, tho’ not without the 
Oppofition of above an hundred Members. The 
Pope was fo overjoy’d at thisTriumphofthe Clergy, 
which left it in his Power to depole of Prin¬ 
ces at his Pleafure, and encourag’d his Ruffians 
to Murder them, that he wrote a Letter of Thanks 
to the Two Upper Houles of the States General. 
The Article being thus dropt, there was form’d a 
fort of Harmony between the Three Houfes. The 
next about Duelling was agreed to by all of them. 
But this Harmony was foon interrupted by an 
Affront one of the Nobles put on one of the De¬ 
puties of the Third Eftate. Monfieur Bonneval , 
one of the Deputies of the Nobility of Upper Li- 
moifrn. Can’d one of the Deputies of the fame Di- 
ftrich. The Third Eftate complain’d to the King, 
and his Majefty referr’d the Cognizance of the 
Affair to the Parliament. The Nobles complain’d 
to tlie Clergy, that they had not been ac¬ 
quainted with it : The Clergy appear’d willing 
enough to fide with them in it, but the Third 
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Eftate continuing a Vigorous Prorecution, puiTu- 
ant to the King’s Reference of the Matter to Par¬ 
liament, Monfieur Bonneval abfconaed, and Sen¬ 
tence pafs’d againft him to be Beheaded, About 
the fame time there happen’d a New Occafion of 
Difference between Mary de Medicis and the Prince 
of Conde •, the latter had had a Gentleman in his 
Service, who, having deferted it, enter’d into the 
Queen’s, and was fufpefted by the Prince to be¬ 
tray his Secrets to her, which he was fo offend¬ 
ed at, that he order’d another of his Servants, 
Mr. Rochfort, to beat him whenever he met him. 
Rochfort takes three or four Fellows with him, 
fets upon, and Wounded him in feveral Places. 
The King and Queen being inform’d of the Af¬ 
front offer’d them in the Perfon of one of their 
Servants, order’d Rochfort to be profecuted as an 
Affaffin. The Prince went immediately to Coun¬ 
cil, and faid. He thought it very ftrange , that they 
pretended to deal with him as with the meaneft Sub- 
jetl in the Kingdom adding, 1 own whatever Roch¬ 
fort has done , ’tis by my Order, Marcillac has been 
punijb’d for his Jnfolence and Infidelity: The Queen 
reply’d, 1 have a better Opinion of Tour Honour , 
than to think you will take upon Tou another’s Crime 
to pretell him from being Profecuted by Juft ice- The 
Queen and Prince had fome hot Words, and the 
Young Prince, who had been prepoffefs d againft 
the King, was about to fecotid his Mother in 
this Difpute, but Die hinder’d him, and the Pirnce 
left the Council in a Paffion, the King feeming 
angry with his Mother that fb,e did not let him 
tell the Prince his Mind. This Violence in the 
Prince of Conde ruin’d his Intereft in the States 
General, who feeing what little Credit he had at 
Court, declin’d embarking in his Quarrel. The 
Queen inform’d them of what pafs’d, and the Three 
Orders addrefs'd her that Rtchfort might be pro¬ 
secuted notwithftanding the Declaration of the 
Prince, which was done fo warmly, that his High- 
nefs was forc’d to prefent a Petition to the Parli¬ 
ament, fetting forth the Caufe he had to proceed 
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as he did againft Marcillac. The Queen to pre¬ 
vent their being influenc’d by it, lent for the Pre- 
fident, and told them, he only intended to hinder 
the Profecution of Juftice. Her Majefly’s Inter- 
pofition was too ftrong for his Highnefs's, and he, 
who had made fuch a ftir to protect Rochfort, 
was oblig’d to yield to a Warrant of Parliament, 
and open all the Doors of his Houfe for their Of¬ 
ficers to fearch for the Offender. Upon this Sub- 
miflion, the Queen accepted of the Mediation of 
Queen Margaret and the Countefs of Soijfons, in 
behalf of the Prince, and the matter was in ap¬ 
pearance accommodated between them. The Prince 
coming to Court, was well receiv’d, - Marcillac 
being abandon’d by Mary de Medicis , when fne 
had had the Satisfaction to let the Prince fee fhe 
was too hard for him, both in the Affembly of 
the States and in the Parliament, Rochfort had a 
Pardon, Marcillac in a Rage challeng’d him, but 
the Prince wou’d not fuffer. Rochfort to anfwer it, 
fo the Affair dropt, all Parties thinking it Policy 
to carry it no further. ; 

The Prince of Conde finding lie. fhou’d not ad¬ 
vance his Affairs much by the continuance of the 
Affembly of the States General, did not concern 
himfelf to procure it. _ The; Court, who iwifh'd 
they cou d have hinder’d their Affembling at all, 
was weary of them, as Zealous as they appear’d 
to be in its Service. The Papifis had nothing to 
expeft from them, which they cou’d not do bet¬ 
ter without them ; and the Proteftants no Good 
to hope from an Affembly fo much byafs’d by the 
Clergy. 'Tis no wonder, that in fuch a Difpofi- 
tion of Things, there was a quick End put to 
their Meeting, and that they never met more. 
What contributed chiefly to the Future Perfecu- 
tion of the proteftants, was the Cahier of the Cler¬ 
gy, in which they were treated not only as He-' 
reticks but Infidels: Their Religion not being cal¬ 
led Religion Pretendue Reformte , but Pretendue Re¬ 
ligion Reformee. It con filled of 300 Articles, the 
Principal of which vi'ere direct Inyafions of the 

Edicts 
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Edi£h in Favour of the Proteftants, and there were 
nolefsthan^5 of that Nature. I fhall only name 
feme of them, as The Refior at ion of the Roman Re* 
ligion in all Places under the Kings Dominions, the 
Condemnation of all Books injurious to the Pope, the 
Revocation of all Penfions given upon Benefices to 
ProteftantSy "Leave for Bifijops to fend to the Gal¬ 
ley s y See; 

I cannot help obferving how fearful thefe Monks 
were of the Prefs, for there’s another Article, That 
the Printers in every City might be reduc'd to a cer * 
tain Number, and no Books be printed without the 
Bijbop's Licence • That all Booh from abroad fijoud 
be prohibited , unlefs they , had the faqie Approbation * 
Thofe that are afraid of the Power of Truth will 
certainly be of the feme Mind with thefe French 
Priefts^ tho’ it is well known that the Proteftants 
have done more thah the Papifis in France to polilh 
their Language, to refine their Tafte, and improve 
their Genius. A Truth confefs’d by Monfieur Bran- 
tome, in his Memoirs./ long before the Stephen^, the 
Le Feme's, the IT Ablihcouris, &c. appear'd in the 
Worlds u * « j - 

The Clergy further requeft in this Petition, That 
the Marriage with- Spain might be accomplifn'd*. 
That the Treaty of St, Menethond, tho they ow'd 
their Seffion to it might be annuli d'. Then all Church 
Lands, fijoud be refior d , That Protefiant Judges 
fhoiid] not take Cognizance of Ecclefiaftical Caufes j 
That all Privileges granted the Protefiant $ finee the 
Death of Henry the IVth be revok'd *, That the 
Protefiants fijould not bjury in Churchyards, but be 
oppos'd if they offer d it by Arms ; That they fijould 
be fbrbfdden to write or fpeak againjt 
Ed. Nant. the Sacraments of the Roman Church, 
L Vol. II. B. 5. or the. Authority of the Pope , on Pain 
of fevere Punijhment \ That their 
Minifters fijoud not vifit'fhe Sick *, That their Tem¬ 
ples fhoiid. be at leafi 1000 Paces difiant from 
Churches; That their Patronages fijoud go to the next of 
Kin of the Catholick ReligionThat Protefiant Lords 
fijoud have Sermons in none of their Houfcs, but * 
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where they refuted \ That their Colleges and Semina¬ 
ries J})ou d he taken from them , That no Foreigners 
flmcd he allow'd to preach or teach any Doftrine but ; 
the Catholick within the Kingdom , &c. It wou’d b$ 
cndlefs to repeat all the Articles intended againft* 
the Reform'd , which tho’ they did not take Effect 
immediately, yet the future Conduft of the Court 
ftew d they made ufe of this Cahier as a Scheme to 
ruin the Proteftants. H 

The Nobility* who were entirely gain’d over by 
the Clergy, did not fpeak fo plainly in their Petition, 
but they propos’d a Claufe, That the King might 
be addrefs'd to maintain the Catholick Religion • accor¬ 
ding to his Coronation Oath . The Proteftant Lords 
took this Propofal as. an Attack upon them, fines 
part of the Oath is to deftroy all Hereticks, which* 
the Catholick Church had adjudg’d them to be;; 
and the Debate was fo hot, that it was like to end 
in great Extremities. The King hearing of it, put 
an end to it, by giving both Sides good Words ^ and 
by a new Declaration of the 12th of May , itfiy*. 
he confirm’d all former Edifts to the Reform'd, alt 
began with great Elogies of the Queen s Conduit, 
of the Care ihe had taken to confirm thofe Edifts, 
in Imitation of the late King, and to remedy tile 
Infractions of it. After this the King exprefs’d in 
his Declaration, That this good Effett of the Queen's 
Prudence had oblig'd him to entreat her to continue 
to affijl him with her Council , thd he .had been de¬ 
clar'd Major, with the fame Authority ms if the Ad- 
minifir ation of the Kingdom were ftill in her Hands*. 
There was fo much Diflimulation in. this new De-^ 
claration, that there was no likelihood of its an-i 
fwering the End propos’d by it. The Parliament 
of Paris let it lie feven Weeks without Verification • 
fays my Author, it was fo far 
from curing the Evil rais'd by the Con - Ed. Nan t $ 9 
tefi among the Nobility* that it hardly Vcl. II, R4. 
ferv'd to palliate. He goes on, Indeed 
'twas not very likely it fljould fatisfy any body , con- * 
fidering how it was penn'd . It was natural to fufpett- 
that a conftant Law coud not be the ^SequeTofa 
' .* Preface 
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Preface without Truth *, 7 hat Imitation of Henry the 
I VthV Prudence , /p ^c/7 infifted upon , 
appear'd in the Queen s Conduit , f contrary , /fe 

abandon'd all the late King's Projects, alter'd , 
confounded and deftroy d all that he had done for the 
Peace and Grandeur of the Kingdom , concluded 
the Alliance with Spain, /<?r rrfeV/? fee /W exprefs'd 
an invincible Averfion to his Dying Day . 1 hat Af¬ 
fectation of always fpeaking of the Imitation of a 
Prince , all wkofe Maxims had been Overthrown , <?/- 
fended thofe who griev'd to fee how much the Re¬ 
gency had disfigur'd the Government . It is Odious 
to boajl of a things the contrary of which is Noto¬ 
rious to every one *, and Study d Proteftations of per¬ 
forming a Duty which one jwerves from by a Thou- 
fand Actions , fetdom perfwade a thing which EffeCls 
contradict • More over , every Body was too fenfible 
how many Cabals and FaClions had torn the King¬ 
dom during the Minority , to reUJI) the Praifes that 
were given to the Queen y of having maintain'd it in 
Peace , &c. 

The Difagreement between the Vpper and Lower 
Houfes, was fufficient Ground for the Court to 
difiolve an Aflembly that gave fo little Satisfafli- 
on to France . The Marefchal De Brifacy who 
was fent to the Houfe of the Clergy, on the dif¬ 
ference about the Controverted Article, brought 
in by the Lower, exhorted them to finilh their 
Cahiersy in order to their Difmiffioh. 'Iis to be 
fear'd, fays he, the Provinces will complain of the 
flow Proceedings of the States *, there are fome un¬ 
quiet Spirits that love to be Fiftnng in Troubled Wa¬ 
ters and Clamour becaufe of the long Sitting of the 
Affembly ; wherefore 'tis convenient to put a flop 
to this Extraordinary Commotion , and to reft ore 
Peace and Tranquility in the Kingdom . A Fort-, 
night after this, the Duke De Fendefme was Tent 
tp the Three Houfes on the fame Errand, and to 
let them know how much they were oblig’d to 
the King that he did not demand Money of them 
as hj s Anceftors were wont to do, which he did 
not, probably, becaufe never intending {o depend 

on 


of F R A N-C E. A9 

$>n them for Supplies, csr to make ufe^f-them any 
inore r he might make no NewbPrefideht of the 
Necellity of their Meeting' for -that Purp’ote. 

The Nobility joyn’d with the Lower Houle, in 
defiring they might not be difnlifs’d fiHithe King 
had given his Anlwer to their feveral Gabbers^ -tho’ 
with different Views'-'} "Reformer being- -earneft 
to have the Sale of Offices'Capprek’df jntdlthb-lat¬ 
ter to have the fame'; done by Penftonft'ritQ'Ckr- 
gy alfo finding'there was. lio’-othetiway to get* the 
Publication or the Council of Trent p jOyii’d with 
the other'tiFwo Eflates in addrefiing' the King} 
that the Gahlers might be-anfwer’d fheforV'iche 
breaking' up of the Stated General. Nay; there ii 
on this Uccafron, an InftaVfc^f Honeftyina French 
Prieft, that might make-fOihe of the Ordtr’in our 
own Church,'the BulwarkWd Ornamen t-of the Re¬ 
form’d ; Rehgipti blufhv'fi For 'he told the'fMertibers 
Of his Houffe/ that the ftfppreJling'the SdiWcftQfficei 
and Pehfions, was a Trifle'oin'-coniparifeij i'of tire 
Affairs-that they ought-fo take Cogriitiufie of: To 
fettle the Kings Counfel,'-Orfd regulate the f-rVhfftry^ 
tbefe , fays he, are the Ajfaits the Three Houfes ought 
hiojlly to hw taken up frith'A There is-up Affiembly 
but the Stales General td determine tbefe Matter 
for frhat other Affiembly frou’d be fo b«ld- , as 1 'to ex- 
pofe t hi nlfelves to the Hatred - and Refentmlnt of 
Powerful 'Men, tvhofe Intereft obliges them ''to binder 
all they can the falling ■upbnTwb fuels Tender Points 
as tbefe. ’"fis feppos’d this Hdneff Monk was en¬ 
gag’d by the Prince of Conde to make this Moti¬ 
on, for .inquiring into the prefent Adminiflration; 
which the Prince aim’d at with a Defigri to turn 
out the Chancellor Sillery, the Treafurer Jednmn, 
and all the. Marefchal D’ Ancre’s Friends and 
Creatures} from the Council and Miniftry.' But 
no Body had Courage enough to fecond this brave 
Motion 3 yet the Three Eftates took upon them to 
direft the King, whom he fhou d advife With, When 
he tdok into Confederation the Anfwef to be given 
to their Cahiers , naming only the Princes and Officers 
the Cbsipnj arid defsrind if he Call'd tri any of his 
E other 
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other Counfellors, he wou’d pleafe to give in a 
Lift of them, and confent that the Three Orders 
might Name five or fix to confult with the Princes 
and Officers of the Crown, about the Anfwer they 
were to receive to their Petition. ..Nay, they in¬ 
filled, That four or five Deputies of each Houfe 
might he prefnt at the Council , when the Cahiers 
Jhould . there be Examin'd. 

I defy the Englifh Hiftory to give any Inftance 
in the. moft Flourilhing. Times of Liberty, that 
ever a . Parliament of England fhou’d dare to pre- 
fcribe to the Sovereign whom to chufe for his 
Counfellors, and demand to have the Naming of 
One of them. Is it not therefore Prodigious to 
fee how the Spirit of the French are funk, even 
from what it was a Hundred Years ago, in the 
Reign of the Father of Lewis Lt Grand. The on¬ 
ly way the Regent had to avoid complying in fome 
meafure with the States Demands, was to gain over 
the Clergy, no hard matter for her to do, who 
bad the Bilhopricks and Benefices at her dilpofal. 
She upbraided the Cardinal de Sourdis , that the 
Houfe of the Clergy had Blindly given in to the 
Propofalt of the other Houfes \ that they demanded 
dangerous Novelties, and the like. But what won 
him at once, was, her giving him to underftand 
that the Clergy ihou’d never obtain their De¬ 
mands as long as the Afiembly fate: That if the 
Minifters of State, who were in the Church Inte- 
reft, were, excluded from deliberating upon the 
King’s Anfwers, the Commons wou’d ftart infur- 
mountable Difficulties, and perhaps the Nobility 
joyn with them. She concluded, Tou are now pretty 
well United , when the AJfembly is broke up, they 
can’t recal their Word, and. the Third Efiate will no 
further crofs you with Remonflrances. As foon as 
Cardinal du Vernon was inform’d of the Queen’s 
Pleafure, he fell in with it immediately, and there 
was no more Talk of continuing the ielfion among 
the Priefts, whole Order refolvd to be Obedient , 
as the Phrafe began to be. A Specious Name , fays 
Vaflor, with which the Timer out, or thofe who are 

to 
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to make their Ittterejls in France, Colour all their 
Bafenefs. The Nobility mads fome Oppofition, 
and reprefented to the Clergy, Hove bafe it was to 
j^ive up to the Court cill that is difpleafing to the 
Ministers. They perfifted in refolding to demand 
the Calling of Six of the nioft Ancient Counfel- 
lors to a dill at the Deliberations of the Anfwers 
to the Cahiers, arid the Clergy durft not refufe to 
joyn in with them, for fear of the Nobility and 
Commons uniting agairift them ^ fo the Arch-Bifhop 
of Aix, of the Family of Hopital , was appointed 
to make this Remohftrance to the king, upon which 
the Duke de Ven'tadour was ferit to the Houle of 
the Clergy, to feparate them from the Two other 
Houfes, hoping then to make them all delift front 
their Demands, bn a Promife of accepting a De* 
putation from each Order, to repreferit to the King 
and his Council, the Reafons why their Orders 
thought fit to make them. But it feems the Priefts 
were not in fo good a Temper as \Vas expected, 
and the Cardinal de Sourdis told the Duke in. plain 
Terms* That Houfe wou’d perjifi in their Humble 
Requefis. And accordingly the Bifhop of Grefidble } 
at the Head of the Three Houfes, deliver’d ano 
their Reriionftrance on that Head, upon which the 
Court aftimi‘d the Air of Authority, 41 Set them a 
« Day for delivering their Memorial, and pro- 
« mis’d if there was Occafion for their Meeting 
u again about the Anfwer, they Ihou’d have timely 
Notice; ” This contented the Clergy, and the 
Two other Orders being deferted by them, were 
oblig’d to fubmit, and all Thiree deliver’d in their 
CahTets: That of the Clergy, of which mention has 
already been made, was deliver’d by Armand John 
de PlejfiSy Bilhop of Lucon, afterwards Cardinal 
Rkhlieu , a great Stickler for the Regent in this Af- 
feriibly. He fpoke with great Vehemence againft 
the Reform’d^ and particularly of a Riot at MU * 
ban, in the Dibcefs of Rhodes , where they had ta¬ 
ken Arms, routed the Ecclefiafticks, broken the 
Crucifixes, torn the Ornaments, broken down the 
Altars, prophan’d the Relicks, taken the Fix out 
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of the Tabernacle, flung down the Gonfecrated 
Hofts, and trampled them under their Feet, which 
the King hearing (aid, He thought himfelf as much 
oblig'd to revenge the Stabbing of his God? as the 
Parricide of his Father, and doubtlefs he had done 
it, had not the Papifts committed a worfe Riot at 
Beleftat in the fame Diocefs, pulling down the Tem¬ 
ple of the Reform’d, and Plundering, Beating and 
Wounding thofe of that Religion *, of which Coni- 
plaint being made to Court much about the fame 
time, both Affairs were, alike referr’d to Judges, 
and after having been fome Months in Agitation, 
came to nothing. 

Upon the Breaking up of the General Affembly, 
which was the 20th of February , the Baron de Se • 
necy made a Speech for the. Nobility, and Mon- 
fieur Miron for the Commons.' The latter was 
obferv’d to be full Refpeftful,, and yet Bold, all 
which had no other Effeft, than the Naming Com- 
miflioners by the Court to Examine the Cahiers , 
.that Anfwers might be given to the Deputies of 
the Three Orders. And the Anfwer to that Part 
of The Cahiers? which related to the felling of Of¬ 
fices, was, that it fhould be abolifh’d, but inftead 
thereof^ a Yearly Duty was to be laid on Sait, 
which falling hard on the Midling fort of People, 
the Lower Order oppos’d ity and met again to Ad« 
drefs the King againff it. The King had probired 
any fuch Formal Meeting, and told them, 1 very 
veil underftand what you have reprefented to me? 
I ■ tv HI eafe my People as much as lyes in my Power , 
and to that end will advij'e with the Queen my 
Mother and my Council . Then the Regent told 
them, fo long a Continuance at • Paris, being very 
Chargeable and Trouble fome to them , it was high 
time now for: them? to think of repairing Home to 
their refpeftive Countries, Thus was the laft AF 
iembly of the States General of France? fent pack¬ 
ing, without having obtain’d the Red refs of one 
Greivance. The Clergy were the only Gainers, 
and the Proteflants, tho’ not the only, the Chief 
X.ofers. The Deputies of the other Orders obtain- 
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cd nothing but Vain General Promiles, of whic* 1 
they were fenfible they fhou’d never fee the Ef 
fefts. 

The Queen Regent having given a MarefchalV 
Staff* to Conchini s Husband, now called the Ma- 
refchal D' Ancre y it rais’d the Envy of almoft all 
the Prime Nobility. Tho* the Prince of Condc had 
loft Ground by the Meeting of the States, which 
fhew’d what little Intereft he had in them, yet 
being the Firft Prince of the Blood, and the Court 
taking no Notice of the States Cahiers , the Parli¬ 
ament of Paris , the fhadow of that AfTembly, be¬ 
gan to caft their Eyes upon him. About a Month 
after the breaking up of the Eftates, they made 
a Decree, inviting the Princes, the Peers, and Of¬ 
ficers of the Crown that fit among them, to Af- 
femble with them to remedy the Diforders of the 
State. This Boldnefs very much allarm’d and of¬ 
fended the Court: They fent for the Parliament 
to have an Account of their Enterprife, revers’d 
their Decree, and forbad the Execution of it, as 
will be feen hereafter more at large. The Parli¬ 
ament, inftead of Pailive Obedience, remonftrated 
to the King, as became Men who lov’d the Glory 
and Peace of the State, infilling Vigoroufly on the 
Article of the Third Eftate. which the Court had 
rejected. One of the Articles of their Remon- 
ftrance ought not to be forgotten: They defied his 
Majefty to preferve the Splendor and Dignity of the 
Roman Religion , without fwerving from the EdiBs 
of Pacification . See here ye Bigotted Britains , a 
Body of French Papifis bravely Banding up for re- 
dreffing of Qreivances, and Toleration to Proteftants, 
Men that declar’d themfelves for Moderation in 
Religious Matters, and learn all of you, who know 
not that LefTon, To Love your Country and your 
Neighbours. The Marefchai de Bouillon was at the 
bottom of this brave Attempt of the Parliament 
of Parky to fave the Dying Liberties of France : 
He was enrag’d to find himfelf negle&ed, and tho’ 
he had no great Opinion of the Prince of Conde' s 
Capacity or ConftanGy, yet as he was Firft Prince 
E ; of 


§4 The Secret Hijlory 

of the Blood,-he thought it his Intereft to joyn 
in with him, and engage as many Great Lords 
and others as he cou’d in his Party, to make Head 
againfl the Marefchal D* Ancre and the Miniftry, 
To this Purpofe, he held Intelligence with Ed¬ 
munds the EngHJb Ambaffador, Tho\ as Kajfor ex~ 
prefles himfelf, There was little or no (Ground to 
depend vpon a weak King , and one who was depen¬ 
dant on his APinifters *, yet the Marefchal was of 
Opinion it wou’d do good if he cou-d fay only 
King James was on their lide. And it was on the 
forming this Party, that the Parliament prefented 
their Vigorous Remonflrance. The Queen look’d 
upon it as an Inventive againfl her Government ? 
the Marefchal U Ancre as an Affront offer’d by 
thofe that envy’d him the Prefident Jeannin, as 
a Reproach of the Deffipation of the Finances: 
And the Pukes of Cuije and Epernon having old 
Grudges againfl that Venerable Body, offer’d their 
Service to the Queen and Miniftry, to Humble, if 
not Deflroy them. Upon which a Decree of Coun¬ 
cil was publifh d in the King’s Name, to annul 
that of the Parliament, Commanding it to be ta¬ 
ken out of the Regiflers, and that of the Council 
to be put in its room *, which Injury done to the 
Chief Senate of France , increas'd the Prince’s Par¬ 
ty, to which the Marefchal de Bouillon , did his 
utmofl to add that of the Reform’d, and at laffc 
engag’d their Deputies ? Monfieur Rcuvray , Mon- 
fieur Jjes Bordes , Monfieur Mirande , and Monfieur 
Bertheville. But how did he engage them, by 
Perfwaftons founded on the Welfare of the Pub* 
iick, or the Advancement of Religion ? Nu, by 
promifing Advantages and Honours to themfelves 
as Monfieur Ronyray to be Ambaffador to the 
Vnited Provinces, Monfieur Des Bcrdes to be a 
Counfdlor in Parliament, Monfieur Bertheville 
to be Deputy General of the Reform’d Churches 
of France ; Powerful and PerfwaCive' Motives, fays 
the Duke of Rohan* : . . < < 
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I have before mention’d the Order of Council 

K ublifh’d againft the Decree of Parliament, in the 
lanagement of which happen’d feverai Turns, 
that fhew how little one may depend on the Ho* 
nour of Men in Places of Profit for their Love to 
their Country, when their own private Intercft can 
be better ferv’d at the Expence of both. 

When the Court fent for Vtonfieur Servien , Advo’ 
cate General, to give him Inftru&ions to fet up the 
Order of Council againft the Parliament's Decree, 
he at firft ftrenuoufly defended the latter, frying. If 
any body ftjould go about to fpeak againft the Parlla¬ 
ment, we Jhoud be oblig'd to maintain the Legality of 
the Decree. The'Queenr reply’d in a Paffion, You 
woudget more by obeying the King . Monfieur Servien 
- perceiving a Bifhop come up to hear with greater 
Satisfa&ion how feverely their Majefties exprefs’d 
themfeives againft the Parliament, and that Prelate 
being one of the rnoft zealous for the Pope’s Supe¬ 
riority, the Advocate General rais’d his Voice, and 
(aid. Madam 9 we have long ago obtain'd the Glory 
of rendring that Obedience we owe to the King , that 
Obedience which all who hear us owe him likewife , of 
what Quality foever they may be. We have always 
fbewny ana always Jhall foew by our Difcourfes and 
Example , S/r, continu’d he, turning to the King, 
that you hold your Authority from God only y and that 
you in no way depend on any other Power whatfoever y 
as to what concerns the Temporal Government of your 
Kingdom , &c. All the Inftances of the Advocate 

General and the King’s Counfellors were to no pur- 
pofe, they were order'd to acquaint the Parliament 
with his Majefty's Pleafurc ; and tho’ Monfieur Ser¬ 
vien complimented that Body, as the lively Refem- 
blance of an old Roman Senate, yet he found them 
juft fuch another AfTembly as the Senate of Rome un¬ 
der the Emperors. They readily comply’d with the 
Orders they receiv’d ; and Monfieur Servien himfelf, 
when he made his Report to the King, affur’d him. 
There wasmothing in the World that they more hear¬ 
tily deftr'd than the Prefervation of his Authority , 
and nothing was dearer to them than his Favour. But 
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the Marefchal DeBouillori found'Means to aggravate 
there Mortifi'c^tibns, in fuch a manner, to that Body, 
that they rtfolv’d to tend by* their Decree •, Mon* 
fieur Verdilf, the firftnPreiident, holding a ftrift 
Gorferpfoftd^hce with the Marefchal. Upon this the 
Presidents r 'a re fentj for to-Court, and told, That 
holding their* Authority from the King,' they ought td 
make’no other Vfe of it but toaffert his Authority-, and 
intinlating, that what was- done was taken to be an 
Effeft bf'the 'ra'fh and young Members of-this Body* 
Monfieur Verdun anfwer'd, that they were unani¬ 
mous/ The Queen faying. She return'd' her Thanks 
to all that had 'oppos'd this Innovation that the .King 
he? Son fjould remember their Fidelity, and . jbe would 
vfe her■ ‘Endeavours to.prompt him to befiow feme 
r fokens of-Ms Kindnefs upon them, the fir ft Prefident 
teply’d, Madam, we do moft humbly defire you to be. 
perfwaded that we have been aU concern'd in the Decree, 
to give no Credit to the contrary Report, and to favour 
us all equally with your Kindnefs and your Trot eEiiori 
with the King. And the Parliament, when they.re*, 
turn’d to' their Court; perfifting in their Refolution 
to maintain -.their Arret, ftie Pent for them again. 
The King referr’d them to his Mother,’ who fet an 
Example to all future Governments in France, to 
rreat that Body with no more Ceremony, than the 
meaneft Corporation in the Kingdom, in which fhe 
has been imitated by them all : He is your King and 
your Mdfter 0 fays (he, be perfwaded he floall exert bis 
~ Authority , if you trefpafs. his Injunctionsthofe are 
Men t!i-affe[ted to his Service, who put you upon 
flight in z his Orders. The ftrft Prefident'faid coldly, 
He wait'd acquaint the. Farliment with the King's In¬ 
tentions. . However, the Committee they had ap¬ 
pointed to; draw up a Remonftrance, purfuant to 
their Decree; went on with it. The Queen and 
Miniftry being apprehenfive that the Parliament 
wou’d not have taken this Step, if they had not 
been put upon it by the oppofite Party, thought it 
advifeable to^keep the preteftants in as good a Hu¬ 
mour as.they could, by Promifes and fair Words. 
She rdy’d on the Probity and Moderation of; Mon- 
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fieur Du Plejfis Mornay. The Minifters and Secre¬ 
taries tif State often wrote to him, and he vyas ac¬ 
quainted with all the Proceedings,of the States Ge¬ 
neral. In a word, the Court made a Shewiof fetting 
a great Value onthe Advices of that wife Gentleman, 
as if they refolv d to follow them upon all Occa- 
fions, and the Reform'd having been alarm’d at 
the Propofal made in the States General, that the 
King fhould be addrefs’d to maintain the Catholick 
Religion, according to his Coronation Oath, againft 
Hereticks, to eafe them of their’Fears, the before? 
inention’d Declaration was put forth in their Favour 
the 12 th of Arfarch, itfry. wherein he declares, He 
will keep JNV10 L A B LT what his . Father and 
hitnfelf had granted to the Proteftants, commanding 
that ; a!jt Edicts, Declarations and private Articles 
JJjould be* religioujly maintain'd . We (hall fee pre- 
fently Jiow this Declaration and thefe Command? 
were obferv’d. What follows is, a Confeilion frojii 
the Mouth of thjs King, of a Truth he but ill pra¬ 
ctis’d in -{he Courfe ofhis Reign, and his SncceiTor 
much ^rorfe than himfelf ! We expert from the Divine 
Mercy y* fays he^ that he will reunite all our Subjects 
in .the fanve Religion by the ordinary and ttfual Means , 
the Church being fully perfwaded by the Experience of 
Times pajl that violent Remedies were never ejfettual, 
&c. Thefe fine Speeches were to prepare the way 
for a General AfTembly of the Reform’d, which was 
to meet at Grenoble, a Place the Proteftants did not 
at all approue of- as being entirely in the Pofieflion 
of the Marefchal De Lejdifguieres , whofe Difljmu- 
lation and double Dealing they were as much afraid 
of as afham'd of Jiis fcandalous Life $ of which the 
following Story is a fufficient- Proof, and in it will 
be feen what, infamous things the greateft Men are 
capable of, to gratify their ’Ambition and Intereft. 
Charles Blanchefort , Sire De Crequi , had marry’d the 
only Daughter remaining of the Marefchal De Lef- 
difguieres's lawful Children ; but the-Marefchal had 
two other Daughters by a certain Woman nam’d 
Mary'Tignon, ^horn he had taken away from her 
Husband* f £w*)non4 Matel^^^\)k .Merchant at 
i ' v ! Grenoble. 
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Grenoble . Their Commerce was for fome time 
kept private, Lefdifgueres 9 s Wife being living ^ 
but as foon as ihe dy'd, be caus'd her to be call'd 
Madam De Moyranc , the Name of one of his Lord- 
jhip's, tho’ he was then above threefcore Year's old. 
La Moyranc not being fatisfy’d to be ferv’d and re- 
fpe&ecl as if fhe had been his lawful Wife, would 
needs marry him, her Husband being ftill living. 
To remove him out of the way. Colonel Alard his 
Confident, a Man who carry d on the Intrigues be¬ 
tween the Duke of Savoy and him, took upon him- 
felf to get poor Matel murder’d, and all the World 
prefently fufpefted he was the Inftrument La Moy- 
,tanc had employ'd to rid her felf of her Husband, 
The Parliament of G(enoble order’d Alard to be 
apprehended on Sufpicion. The Marefchal, who 
had abfented himfelt while the horrid Faft was per¬ 
petrating, haften’d to Grenoble as foon as he heard 
Alard w as f^cur'd. But the Difficulty was howto 
get him out of the publick Prifon. To this end he 
went to it himfelf, and took him out, pretending 
he was the Duke of Savoy's Minifter, and not to be 
medled with, unlefs his Highnefs gave Leave. The 
firft Prefident of Grenoble being highly provok’d at 
fuch a Violence, which plainly prov’d the Marefchal 
was privy to the Crime, made a great Buttle •, but 
nothing came of it. The Court, who flood more 
in need of Lefdifguieresi than of him, induc’d the 
King to give an Aft, whereby he own’d all the 
Marefchal had done, in order to take Alard out of 
the Hands of the Magiftrate, He now gave Orders 
that La Moyranc fhould have the Title of Mar- 
chioftefs of Tresfort, and afterwards marry’d her, 
Hugues Arch-Bifhop of Atnbrm giving his Blefling 
to that Criminal Marriage, La Moyranc being a 
Roman Catholick, and Lefdifguieres , who wou’d ftill 
retain the Name of a Proreftant, fubmitted himfelf 
to the Ecdefiaftical Cenfure, ordain’d by the Re¬ 
form’d againft thofe that marry after the way of 
the Church of Rome. ’Tis reported that Charles 
Emanuel , Duke of Savoy, being perfwaded that La 
Moyranc had a prevailing Interejft with the Ma- 
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yefrhal, was fo bafe as to propofe to them a Match 
between the Count of Sault, ; Son to Crequi, and 
Lefd/fguieres's Grandfon, and the Princefs of Savoy \ 
as alio another Match between La Moyranc’s fecond 
Daughter, whom phe Marefchal tenderly lov’d, and 
one of .Charles Emanuel's Sons. Perhaps this was 
only ap Artifice of that Duke’s, who was paffionately 
defirous to fecure Lefdtfguieres in his Intereft. The 
Count of Sault marry’d fince this fecond Daughter, 
pis Aunt, but (he dy’d without IflTue. Crequi was 
then afraid left the eldeft Daughter of La Moyranc , 
marry’d to the Marquifs of Mom\>run, fhou’d deprive 
the Count of Sault of a confiderable Share of the 
SucceiTIon of his Grand-father ; and to prevent it, 
fo effectually manag’d the matter that Mombruns 
Marriage was djifalv’d. Crequi prefs’d bis Son to 
marry her, tbo’ Ihe was his Aunt, and his Sifter- 
in-Law, which the young Count refus'd with Hor¬ 
ror. Upon which his Father marry’d her himfelf. 
Sifter as Ihe was; to his firft Wife. All thefe in- 
ceftuous Marriages cou’d not be perform’d without 
Difpen'fatiohs from Rome •, which is enough to give 
one an Idea of the Religion and Juftice of that 
Court, as it does of the Honour and Virtue of Ltf- 
difguieres and Crequi, 

Cou’d the Reform'd think of bringing fuch a 
Scandal on their Religion, as to put themfelves in 
the Hands of a Murderer and Adulterer ? Befides all 
this, the Proteftants had very good Reafon to be 
jealous of his keeping a clofe Correfpondence with 
the Queen and Miniftry,' to whom he was ready 
enough to facrifife them at any time for his own 
Intereft. They therefore defir’d to meet at fome 
other Place than (Srenoble •, but hearing the Ma¬ 
refchal was about to leave it, and come to Paris, 
they agreed to meet, there which when they had 
done, the Marefchal put off his Journey, and ftay’d 
fo affift at the Aflembly. lending Ballufon to Court 
with AfTurances of his Fidelity, and to receive their 
Qrders, ’ , . . . 
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In the mean the Parliament had finifh’d the Re- 
monftrance already fpoken of, and a Committee 
of them went with great Ceremony to deliver it, 
the People following their Coaches with loud Ac¬ 
clamations to the Gates of the Louvre, where was 
in the Court, at the Windows, and on the Stair- 
Cafes, as great a Crowd as ever was feen. They 
were introduc’d by Nlonfieur Vitri , Captain of 
the Guards, into the- Council Chamber, where 
were the King and Queen, accompany’d by the 
Dukes of Gutfe, Nevers, Vendome , Montmerency 
and JLpemon *, the Chancellor Sillen the Maref- 
chals ,D y Ancre and Souvre , andj many other 
I^ords and Chief Counceliors of State, The Re* 
monftrance being deliver’d to the King, he gave 
it to Lomenie , Secretary of State, and his Majefty 
commanded the Parliament to withdraw j upon 
which Mr. Verdun, the Firft Prefident faid, Sir, 
Tpe are order'd by the reft of our Body, mo ft humbly 
to befeech Tour Majefty, that our Remonftrance be 
prefently read : All that were prefent, heard it 
feemingly with with much Attention and Gravity, 
under which appearance they conceal’d the nVoft 
Furious Sentiments of Paffion and Refentment, ac¬ 
cording as it feverally touch’d them. This was 
one of the laft Efforts of Expiring Liberty in the 
Parliament of Paris , and therefore worth the 
Readers being acquainted with it. They prov’d 
by many uncontrovertible Inftances, that the Par¬ 
liament had a Right to take Cognizance of State 
Affairs: And then they proceeded to fet forth their 
Greivances, which touching the Marefcbal D' An¬ 
cre, the Chancellor Sillery , and others who were 
at the hearing of it, gave Pleafurc to the Great 
Loads, who cou’d not forbear carting their Eyes 
upon them, as often as any Article was read where¬ 
in'they were concern’d. The Subftance of the 
Remonflrance, was to affert the Independency of 
the Monarchy of France, which ftruck at Cardinal 
du Perron's Speech to the States General, in fa¬ 
vour of the Pope. They defir *d Foreign Alliances 
may be maintain'd* This the Regent underftood 

very 
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very well, to be aim’d at the Conclufion of the 
Double Match, which broke the 'Treaties with 
the Proteftant Princes and States, enter’d into by 
Henry the IVtth, againft the Exorbitant Power of 
the Hcufe of Auftria. They pray’d his Majefty 
to call the Princes and the Great Officers of the 
Crown to his Council , and turn out thofe who had 
been brought in by Favour, without Merit. At the 
reading of this, the Marrefchal D’ Ancre and his 
Creatures, turn’d Pale, to the Satisfaction of almoft 
all the Spectators. They remonflrated againft Pen- 
fions and Gratuities from Foreign Princes., and againft 
employing Strangers in Offices, either Civil or Mi- 
litaryi They afferted the Liberties of the Gallftian 
Church , in opposition to the Vfurpation of that of 
Rome. They infiuuated an Expul/ion of the Je- 
fuits: They complain’d of the Abufes iii the Ad- 
mihiflration of Juftice and the Finances , which was 
defign’d againft the Chancellor Sillery, end .the 
Comptroller of the Finances Jeattnin. They /end¬ 
ed with humbly befeeching His Majefty to fuf- 
fer their Arret, inviting the Princes and Peers 
to deliberate with them about-the State of . the 
Nation, to ftand in: Force. Thefe Articles were 
full and ^goroufly exprefs’d, and: when the whole 
Remonftrance was read, the Members of the Par¬ 
liament were order’d to withdraw. After they 
were call’d in again, the King laid, I have heard 
your Remonftrance, and I am not pleas'd with it", 
the Queen my Mother , will acquaint you with my 
Intentions. ’Tho nothing had been faid particular¬ 
ly againft her, on the contrary Ihe had been com¬ 
mended in fome Parts of the Remonftrance yet 
’twas plain all of it tended to oppofe her Ad ms. 
niftration, and Ihe took it accordingly, which let 
her in a Violent Paflion, and in this Fury (he 
anfwer’d the Parliament to this purpole. “ The 
“ King has juft Reafon to be offended atthe At- 
u tempts of his Parliament-, you have taken the 
“ Affairs of State into your Confideration, not- 
44 withftanding you were forbidden fo to do. Do 
you refolve to reform the Kingdom ? Will you 

“ preferibe 
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“ prefcribe us Laws for the Government, and Ad* 
w miniftration of the Treafury ? I perceive very 
“ well what it is you aim at } you have a Defign 
“ upon my Regency, which has been approv’d of 
tc by all the Orders of the Kingdom, in the Af- 
“ fembly of the States General, and was even 
“ commended by the Parliament it felf. When 
“ you defire to have the pretended Abufes re- 
“ drefs’d, which have been introduc’d fince the 
u Death of the late King, you plainly declare by 
“ that, that t have not Govern’d as I ought. I 
11 have been fufficientiy inform’d, how all things 
“ were carry’d in the Parliament : Yoiir Re- 
“ monftrance has not met with a General Appro- 
“ bation there, Six Prefidents oppos d itbut the 
“ Fattion of Six or Seven other Prefidents or 
t( Councellors, have carry’d it: We will not for 
“ the future, fuffer any (uch like Attempts; This 
I fay pofitively, and 1 am pleas’d that all the 
World Ibou’d know it, France has never had 
“ a more happy Regency than mine. ” She cou’d 
go no farther, being fo tranfported with Pafiiori; 
The Chancellor was in not much better Temper 
than. Her Majefty, but he put a better Face upon 
it, and after having in his Speech enlarg’d on the 
Boundlefs Power of the Kings of France , he en¬ 
deavour'd to leflen the Authority of the Parlia¬ 
ment, and flatter’d the Queen even more than fhe 
had flatter’d herfelf. Jeannin defir’d them not to 
believe Falfe Reports, and Vindicated himfelf as 
to the management of the Treafury. The other 
Lords, who had not the Gift of Oratory, and be* 
lides were not fo much concern’d in the Remon- 
ftrance, did not make Speeches. The Dukes of 
Guife , Aiontmerency and v endome , rofe up and of¬ 
fer’d to ftand by the King with their Lives and 
Fortunes, againft all who fhou’d dare to difobey 
him, alluring him they wou’d not go to the Par¬ 
liament, unlefs his Majefty fent them to main¬ 
tain his Royal Authority. The Duke of Epernod 
(aid, The Parliament have no Power to Call the 
Peers , nor to Ajfemble them without the King’s Per- 
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tniffion. I have the Honour of fitting in it 1 God 
forbid 1 Jboud ever inform them of State Affairs: 
Such was the Slavifh Complyance of thofe Lords, 
with the Queen and Her Miniftry . It will not 
be long before we rtiall find how they were them- 
felves punifh’d for being acceflary to the deftroy- 
ing die Authority of tnis Venerable Body. The 
Queen, and they too late, apply’d to them for 
Prote&ion againft the Inlblence of a Minifter, of 
as little Merit as Conchini, and they late repent¬ 
ed of a Folly in which they now Glory. The 
Firft Prefident endeavour'd to reply to the Duke 
de Epernon , and they came to high Words, but 
the Queen interpos’d, and prevented the ill Con- 
fequences that might have happen’d. The Maref- 
chal D’ Ancre had nothing to fay for himfelf, 
but complain’d of Libels and Lampoonsfuch Fa¬ 
vourites as he may very well be afraid of Wit 
and Truth, for they will always be againft them. 
He produc’d a Pamphlet, call’d the French Caffan- 
dra, feveral Paflages «f which he had mark’d for 
the Queen to take Notice of. See here, faid Ibe, 
Hove Lampoons and Libels ‘againft the King and 
me are permitted , and then gave it to the Secre¬ 
tary to read thofe Paflages. The Firft Prefident 
reply’d, He had made a ftriEl Enquiry after the 
Printer, bur cou’d net find him out. The Duke 
de Epernon anfwer’d, Tou jhou'd inquire after the 
Authors of fuch Scandal, Printers are poor forry 
Fellows, who have no other Defign , but to get a Pen¬ 
ny for a pitiful Livelihood. 

Authors and Printers will never have a good 
Word from thofe who are Enemies to their Coun¬ 
try, from the Creatures of Tyranny. There’s not 
fo forry a Fellow in the World, as he who be 
trays" the Liberties of his FellowSubjeits, nor a 
Livelihood fo pitiful, let it be with all the out¬ 
ward appearances of Grandeur, as that which fub- 
(ifts by Flattery and Corruption. 

The Duke of Nevert was the only Lord that 
had Courage to fay a Word in favour of the Par¬ 
liament. 1 have given them no CommiJJion to fpeak 

for 
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for,me, {kid he, I know what I owe to 'the King $ 
there are jo me good things in the Remonfirance, if 
there be any that, are til, his APajefly ’may rejelt 
than. No Body miinded him, and 'jThree Days 
afterwards, the King’s Decree in * Council was 
Publifti’dj declaring, ffa Parliament to' have gone 
beyond, their Power \ that it was only a Court eretied 
to adwinifier Juftice. Their Ordinances touching 
thefe Matters were repeal’d, and they were en? 
Joyn’d» not to meddle . afty more for the future , with 
State Affairs* This Decree bore Date the 25th of 
Aiay\ 1 sis, and from that time have .their Senate 
been indeed no more, than a Court of Juftice, ex¬ 
cept when there have been Commotions in' the 
State, and the Court or tht Princes have thought 
it for their Intereft to engage them on thfcfr fide* 
They have then a (Turn'd occafionaliy a Face of 
Authority, but on no better Foundation than the 
prefent FJeceflity of a Troublefome Jundure of 
Affairs *, which being over, this Decree of Lewis 
rhe Xlllth, under the direction of: his Mother 
Mary de Medicis , was the Rule of their Corf- 
dud:, and inftead of a Senate, they have from that 
Year to this, been no more than a Body of Men 
depending entirely on the Crown, ready to re¬ 
ceive with a Slavifh Submiftion, all the Orders fent 
them by the Minifters, and to give them the SandL 
on of Laws. Thus in Three Months there was an 
end put to the Authority of the Two Aflemblies, 
that were the Bulwarks of the French Liberties, 
that of the States General, and that of the Par¬ 
liament of Paris. 

The Decree above-mention’d, did not pafs with¬ 
out Obftacles, and thofe from the King^s own Ser¬ 
vants, the Advocate and Attorny - General, who 
were order’d to carry it to the Parliament. Thefe 
Gentlemen were Members of the Affembly, and 
reprefented that it feem d as if they had a mind 
to have them ill look’d upon by them, which 
won’d be ;a means to render them incapable of 
ferving his Majefty in Parliament. Monfieur Ser - 
vien, the Advocate General, made ufe of all the 
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Flowers of his Rhetorick to be excus’d from that 
Meflage. The Queen told him with great Warmth, 
The King will have it fo , his Commands aiid, mine 
ought to. be obey’d without any Excufe or, Delays 
Then Monfieur Mole , the Attorney-General, fell 
down at the King’s Feet, to difire him to confi- 
der their Station in Parliament, but the King was 
alfo ^inflexible, I will have it fo, faid he, and the 
Queen too. Servien when he came to the Parli¬ 
ament, reprefented how unwillingly he obey’d the 
Royal Commands, and to moderate Matters, ad¬ 
vis’d them to make their Submiffion , and Protejt 
both to the King and his Mother , that the Parlia¬ 
ment had never found Fault with their Proceedings j 
tho’ ’twas plain that every Word of their Remon- 
ftrance reflefted on the Adnnniftration of the Go¬ 
vernment lince the Death of Henry the IVth. The 
Parliament, whofe Spirit was funk with their ill 
Succefs, inclin’d to do what the Advocate had pro¬ 
pos’d, but the Queen fent for Servien , and told 
him, the King wou’d hearken to nothing till his, De¬ 
cree was read and reg:fter’d. Servien continu'd to 
make Excufes for the Parliament, with refpeft to 
her Regency, but all in vain. The Decree rnuft 
pafs in due Form, tho’ by it all the Arrets of 
Parliament on this Subjett, were to be raz’d out 
of the Regifters. ■ The King Wills and Commands 
■you, reply’d fhe with an imperious Air , to fee 
that his Orders be punctually obey'd , and that the 
Decree of his Council be Read and Recorded under 
Pain of Difobedience. At laft the Decree was 
read, but the Regiftring of it met with a Stre* 
huous Oppofition, and was not (bon determin’d. 

In the mean time the Double Match going for¬ 
ward, the Princeffes of France ani Spain were to 
exchang’d, and the Queen prefs’d the King to be¬ 
gin his Progrefs to the Frontiers for that purpofe; 
the Prince of Conde oppos’d it to his utmoft, gi¬ 
ving fcveral plshfibie Reatons, which having no 
weight With the Queen, he return'd to his Coun¬ 
try of Clermont, and the Marefchal de Bouillon to 
liis Principality of Sedan, the Duke de Mayenn& 
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to Soijfons , and the Duke de Longueville to Picardy . 
Things tending thus to a Rupture, both Tides be¬ 
gan a Paper War, in which the Weakeft in the 
Field, had the belt at the Prels, as it commonly 
happens in other Cafes*, when Power prevails over 
Right. The Queen being intent on the Progrefs, 
and afraid of leaving the Parliament difgufted, 
when the difcontented Lords were ready to take 
Arms, thought to accommodate Matters with'that 
Body, and to be contented with their former Of¬ 
fers of Submiflion. Upon Notice of this from 
the Advocate General, the Zeal of this other Ro¬ 
man Senate vanifhes, and the Patriot Monfieur Ver¬ 
dun ^ the Firft President, prefents himfelf with his 
Company before their Majellies, to fignify to them, 
how extreamly the Ajjembly was affetted with their 
Di Satisfaction , and to protefl they never had. any 
Dejign of concerning therrfelves with their Actions , 
highly applauding the Queen’s Wife Conduct. 
They declin’d all further Proceedings, and the De¬ 
cree of the Council, which repeal’d their Arrets , 
was not executed with any Severity. 

Let us not fay they were Frenchmen who fo bafely * 
gave up the Caufe of Liberty, unlels we can diftin- 
guifh any other Nation by their Perieverance at all 
times in maintaining it. Other Nations there are 
who have prerended more to it, and yet have been 
found as flavifh in their Compliance with Defpotick 
Power as were thefe French Senators, who were 
not likely to lave the Freedom of their Country, 
when they had not Courage enough to embrace the 
Opportunity that was offering it felf to fupport it, 
by the Declaration of the firft Prince of the Blood, 
and the moft powerful Lords of the Kingdom, for 
the Redrefs of thofe Grievances againll which they 
remonftrated. 

The Queen, to hinder any Difturbances in her 
Abfence, fent Villcroy to the Prince of Conde, with 
Offers of giving him entire Satisfaction as to his 
Share in the Adminiftration of the Government \ 
for well Ihe knew if he was fatisfy’d in that Point, 
he would ftcrifice all others. But he had been fo 

often 
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often deceiv’d by her, he durft not truft her • 
otherwife, no doubt, their Differences would have 
been eafily and prefently adjufted. This Diffidence 
made the Prince keep a little more Ifeady to his 
Party than he us’d to do , and his Coldnels in ac¬ 
cepting the fair Propofols made him by Mleroy, 
occahon’d another Conference between him and 
Filleroy and Jeannin, to endeavour to bring him 
over. The Lords of his Party were come to him; 
to fee how Affairs were manag’d, and to have an 
Eye over his Conduft ; and the Marefchal D’ Ancre 
and Silleri the Chancellor, being apprehenfive that 
Villeroy and Jeanfiin would give them up for an 
Accommodation, fo reprefented the Danger of theie 
Negotiations, with the double Match, to the Queen, 
that Ihe oot the King to fend Pontchartrain , Secre¬ 
tary of State, with a Letter to the Prince, to de- 
mand a pofitive Anfwer ? Whether he wou d attend 
him or not in his Progreis ? This enrag’d the Prince 
of Condi to that Degree, that he compiy’d with the 
Defires of the difcontented Lords, and refolv d to 
take Arms. He alfd wrote a Letter to the King* 
in which having complain’d of the Abufes in the Go¬ 
vernment, he charg’d the Marefchal D’ Ancre and 
the Chancellor Silleri by Name, as.the chief nftru- 
ments of it, and defir’d they might be call d to 
Account for their eVil Practices. 

While the Marefchal De Bouillon appear d the 
inoft forward of the difcontented Lords to come to 
a Rupture, he privately made his Court to tile Ma¬ 
refchal D' Ancre , and fent an Excufe to him for his 
Name being incerted in the Letter, laying all the 
Blame of it on the Duke Dt Longucville , who nad 
had a long Difpute with the Marefchal D' Ancret. 
about the Rights of his Government of Picardy, 
which the other as Governor of Amiens i Capital 
of that Province, wou’d have invaded. 

The Queen, to prevent the fpreading o< tins Lvil, 
caus’d a Declaration to be publiih’d in the King # 
Name, which, among other things faid td amuie 
the People, had one Paffage in it that had its hf- 
feft, and that was, the Lords being difcontented 
* F i purely 
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purely for the Court’s refuting them fome private 
Advantages it was not convenient nor fafe for them 
to grant. This being fo probable as it was from 
the Charafters of the Men, made the Prince’s Friends 
very backward in engaging in his Quarrel •, and 
thofe who were for redrefiing of Grievances, de- 
fpairing to have their Defires accomplifh’d by fuch 
interefted Chiefs, lay quiet, and let them work 
themfelves out of their Difficulties as they cou’d. 
Others, out of Love to the Perfons of the difconten* 
ted Lords, out of Dependance on their Fortunes, 
or out of a warm Zeal for the publick Welfare, 
to which they mightily pretended, join'd with them. 
But their Force was not fufficient to juftify the Re- 
fiflance, they had begun, and therefore it foon got 
the Scandal of Rebellion. The King commanded 
that no Towns fhould receive them, and that all 
Governors of Provinces fhould hinder the railing 
of Forces for the Rebels , as they were term’d. A 
furs Sign the Court did not much fear them, for 
then they would have made ufe of fome fofter 
Term *, Rebellion being as eafily turn'd into Difcon- 
tent , as the Rebellious into the Difaffetted^ which is 
very common. • 

The Reform’d having a General Aflfembly at Gre¬ 
noble , the Prince of Conde fent a Gentleman to invite 
them to join with him in order to procure a good 
Reformation of the State, in which he promis'd the 
Proteftants all the Sureties they could reafonably 
expeft. A confiderable Part of the Aflembly inclin’d 
towards the Junftion. The Pretences the Prince us’d 
were fo plaufible, and fo noble, they could hardly 
fail of making an Imprefiion on People fo fenfible of 
Liberty as were the Proteftants of France . His 
Highnefs propos’d to pafs the Independence of the 
Crown into an Aft of State to fecure the Kings 
Perfon againft Affaffinations, Excommunications and 
Depofitions *, to revenge the too long neglefted 
Murder of the late King to hinder the Publica¬ 
tion of a Council, againft which the King had 
protefted *, to reduce Taxes and Impofitions to 
reafonable Rates ) to remove the excellive Autho* 
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rity of Foreigners ; to fettle the Edi&s of Pacifi¬ 
cation beyond Reach, 0 rc. Thefe were tempting 
Baits, and hearken’d to by many of the Aflembly, 
who were animated by the Intrigues of the Friends 
of the Marefchal De Bouillon . But the more mode¬ 
rate Part were of the fame Sentiments with that 
good and wife Man* Monfieur Du Plejfis Alornay , 
which he deliver’d to fome Deputies who came to 
take their Leave of him before their fetting out for 
Grenoble : I do not pretend , fays he, to reflect upon 
the Prince , nor the Lords that have join'd With him. 
It belongs to them to juflify the Vprightnefs of their 
Intentions before him who Jearches all Hearts \ but 
it does not concern our Affemblies to take any Cogni¬ 
sance of the Affairs of State . We ou^ht at mofi to 
concur with his Highnefs for the reforming what is 
contrary to our Editts, fuch as the Coronation Oath * 
fuch as the Reception of the Council of Trent. And 
’tis probable the Affembly wou’d have follow’d his 
Advice, had not that of the Clergy of France , then 
met at Paris , alarm’d them, by refolving on a Cahier 
for the Reception of the Council of Trent \ and 
had not the Jefuits in their Sermons done their 
utmoft to exafperate the Catholicks, and kindle a 
Fire, which they and the Priefts were only to get 
by. The Court, ’tis true, were angry with the. 
Clergy for their Cahier , not becaufe they did not 
like the Wording but the Timing of it, which might 
prove dangerous now the Proteftants were aflembled 
at Grenoble , and the firft Prince of the Blood was 
folliciting them to declare for a Reformation in the 
State, wherein they were to find fo many Advan¬ 
tages. 

Some few Days after the King put out his De> 
claration, the Prince of Conde wrote to their Ma* 
jellies, to defire Leave to fend a Manif^fto he had 
prepar’d to all the Parliaments and Corporations in 
the Kingdom, and to all the Princes and States in 
Alliance with the Crown. The Subftance of it is 
as follows: u He complain’d of the Queen Regent’s 
€c refufing to have any Regard to the Remonltrance^ 
£ he had often made her concerning her Male-Ad- 
F 3 miniftratioiu 
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<c miniftration \ of the Reftraint the States General 
il had been under as to Freedom of Speech *, of 
<c the Clergy’s oppofing the Independency of the 
<c Monarchy ; of the Marefchal D' Ancre ’s Crimes 
<c and Abufes of her Majeftv’s Favour , of the fquan- 
<c dering away the Publick Money ; of the Precipi- 
u ta'tion of the King's Marriage, and the Contempt 
cc of the Allies of the Crown; of the ill Ulage of 
iL the Parliament of Paris about their Arrets and 
<c Remonftrances of the Ground of Sufpicion and 
u Diftruff' given to the Reform'd , of the Oath 
u taken by the Aflfembly of the Clergy at Paris to 
receive the Council of Trent ^ &c* This Manifefto 
being Tent to the Parliament, which was fo favou¬ 
rably fpoken of in it, they lent the Packets to the 
King unopen’d. The Prince took particular Care 
to have it convey’d to Monfieur Du Pleffis Morn ay * 
he lent Monfieur Ccurtenat Plenan with it and fome 
private Letters. Du Pleffis commended the Prince 
of Conde’s Courage and Zeal, confeffing there were 
great Grievances to be redrefs’d *, but having read 
the Manifefto, he coldly ask’d CcurtenaWhether 
the Prince had a good Army to after t it ? He added, 
/ am afraid all thefe great Defigns will come to no¬ 
thing like thefe cflaft Tear . Covriepai anfwer’d, His 
J-Ughnefs is furc of 15000 Soldiers rlis JIT ft fly of 

Great-Britain ajfifts him with 5ooo, who are already 
embark d, Prince Maurice furnijhcs. him with 4000, 
and the ref} are to come out of Germany.' Which I 
mention to ihew how fondly thofe that eafily deceive 
them lei ves with vain Hopes, think they can as eafily 
deceive others *, for the Troops that were embark d 
in England , according to Courtenai, were not fo 
much as rais’d or defign'd to be rais’d. The King 
was not as yet gone from Paris, when the Prince 
difpatch’d this Gentleman to Monfieur Du Pleffis 
Momay who, tho’ he did not join his Highneis, 
thought it a favourable Junfiure to foliieite the Court 
to redrefs the Grievances of the Proteftants : / 
have often importuned your Afajefiy’s A finiflers^ faid 
he, to take into ferious Consideration the Complaints 
if our Churches , they have refus'd hitherto to hear 
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me. 'Tis dangerous to wait any longer to give them 
Satisfaction, for fear they Jhould be compelled to join 
their Interefts to thofe cf the Prince . The King did not 
anfwer Du Pleffis t\W he was fet put from Paris \ he 
then faid, He kindly receiv'd his Remonflranee *, that the 
Council had taken his Reafons into Confederation, but fonts 
Re a fans of greater Weight had carry’d it. I have 
pafs'd my Word , added he, and I mvft forthwith 
perform what I have promis’d to the King of Spain. 
The Marefchal D’ Aatre was propos’d by the Duke 
D 1 Epemon and the Chancellor Silleri to command 
the Army that was to adl againft the Prince of 
Conde: but they afterwards confidering how-pro¬ 
bable it was that the Marefchal might reconcile 
himfelf to the Prince, by means of the Marefchal 
Be Bouillon, they fo frighten’d the Qaeen with Ap* 
prehenfions of the Refentment of the Parifeans, if 
a Foreigner had that Truft given him, that fhe took 
it from him, and gave it to the Marefchal De Bois 
Dauphin , to pleafe them, for at the Bottom fhe was 
offended that I)’ Ancre did not command it } and 
himfelf retiring to Amiens, contriv’d there the Ruin 
of thofe that hinder'd him of it, his Wife having 
fuch an Influence over the Queen, that the very 
War, which was rais’d to deftroy him, turn’d to his 
Advantage. 

The Marefchal De Lcflifguieres had undertaken 
to have a watchful Eye on the General AfTembly of 
the Reform’d at Grenoble, and to hinder their taking 
any Refolutions contrary to the Queen’s InterefL 
The Parliament of Paris had been fo mortify’d and 
manag’d, that there was no great Fear of them. 
However, to prevent their takmgany Step in favour 
of the Prince of Conde, fhe refolv’d to terrify them 
by a Proceeding, that none of fo timerous a Body 
fhou’d have Courage to put to the Trial. Le Jay, 
one of the Prefidents, was one of the Prince’s moft 
intimate Friends, He bore a great Sway in the 
Parliament, and the Court look’d upon him as the 
Man who had been moft bufy in procuring the Arret 
for inviting the Princes and Peers, which they were 
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afraid he might fet a-foot again when they were 
gone, and to prevent it, refolv’d to fecure his Per- 
fon. He was therefore told his Majefty had fome 
Thoughts to take him with him in his Progrefs, to 
have the Benefit of his good Counfel. But he mi- 
ftrufted fo extraordinary a Complement, anddefir’d 
to be excus’d on account of his Health. The Court 
thought there was fome Myftery in his Excufe, the 
Prefident not being very Sickly * 7 wherefore the Queen 
yefolv’d to have him apprehended, and to fhut him 
up in the Caftle of Amboife , as foon as the Court 
arriv’d there. On the Day of the King’s Departure, 
they came very early to acquaint him his Majefiy 
wos’dTpeak with him. He was no fooner drefs’d, 
and got out of his Houfe, than two Exempts of the 
Guards, r accompany’d with fifteen Troopers, put 
him into ‘a Coach with fix Horfes, immediately 
drew up the Window, and inftead of carrying him 
to the Louvre, brought him to the King’s Train then 
going out of Paris. His Wife prefently complain’d 
to the Parliament, who fent fome of their Mem¬ 
bers to the Louvre to demand him \ but their Ma- 
jefties were departed. They then fent fome of their 
Body after the Court, to know what they intended 
to do with Monfieur Ls Jay. They were anfvver’d 
bluntly. To make him Serviceable during the King's 
Progrefs. Here was an open Invafion of the Liberty 
of the Subject, no Occafion of Offence being given 
by the Prefident, except in the Difcharge of his 
Truft. But tho’ Monfieur Faffor cries our fo much 
againft this Violence, one would think he need not 
have made fijeh a wonder of it after having read fo 
much of the French Hiftory. 

As to the General Affembly of the Reform’d at 
Grenoble , Factions and Divifions ruin’d all the Hopes 
the Proteflants had of that Meeting. The Duke 
Be Lefdifguieres was againft their joining with the 
Prince, having a fecret Correfpondenee with the 
Court. The Duke De Bouillon wa$ for their joining 
with him, becaufe he hop’d by that means to renew 
his Correfpondenee with the Court. The Seignior 
J>u Plejfis Mem ay was againft that Junction, be* 
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jcaufe he wou’d not have Religion made a Sacrifice to 
Politicks. The Duke De Rohan was firft againft, and 
afterwards for their joyning, becaufe the Marefchal 
De Bouillon was his Enemy, and becaufe the Queen 
had negle&ed him. Thus we fee that only Du Plejfis 
was a&ed by a Chriftian Spirit, and that Revenge 
and Ambition infpir’d all their other Counfels. The 
Duke Be Sully was againft or for joining the Prince, 
as his Son-in-Law, whom he look’d upon as the 
Support of his Family, was for or againft it. The 
Proteftants had fo little an Opinion of the Sincerity 
of the Marefchal De Lefdifguieres , that he had no 
great Influence over their Determinations *, and Du 
Pleffiss folid Arguments were not ftrong enough 
for - the plaufible Pretences of the Prince in favour 
of the Reform’d. He fent Monfieur Le Hate to 
Grenoble with his Manifefto, and that Gentleman 
made a labour’d Speech at the Delivery of it, allu¬ 
ring them, his Highnefs wou‘d hazard every thing 
for the Prefervation of their Edicts ; clofing his 
Speech thus, Such a noble Attempt as this is worthy 
of you : l ’77/ not long fnce your Fathers couragioufly 
defended the Authority of cur Kings , the Rights of the 
Princes of the Bloody and, the Liberties of their Coun¬ 
try . But as yet the AfTembly were not in a Difpo- 
fition to declare for the Prince’s Party, they took 
the wifeft Courfe, and refolv’d to take hold of fo 
fair an Opportunity to get their Grievances redrefs’d. 
They Tent two Deputations to Court with their 
Cahiers , in which, contrary to Du Pleffis s Advice, 
who being there however feconded them with his 
Remonftrances, they mention’d fome Political Af¬ 
fairs, as 7 he Article of the Third Eflate , the Spanifh 
Match, both very often five to the Court, and there¬ 
fore the Occafion of the Delay they met with in 
getting an Anfwer. The Queen did not care to 
drive them to Defpair, at a' time when fhe had 
Work enough upon her Hands to keep the dif 
contented Catholicks quiet. She reply’d as to the 
deferring the Progrefs, That had it been defer d 
fooner , it might have keen put off^ but it was then 
too late to thmk upon it 7 it being impvffebie to retreat 
1 '* * ’ with 
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with Honour ', the Plaee was fix'd , the Day appointed^ 
and they were too forward in their Journey to go back . 
Fair Words of no mors Weight than the Wind 
that form’d them. Had it not been too late to go 
back, it wou’d have been too hafty, and the Court 
bad had no Thoughts of it. Du Plejfis prefs’d them 
to give a favourable Anfwer to the Deputies*, but 
the Queen depending on the AfTurances the Duke 
De Lrfdifguieres had given her of croffing the 
Intrigues of the Prince’s Friends at Grenoble 9 and 
the Duke D y Epcrnons to convey them fife to the 
Frontiers, did not much trouble themfelves about 
the ill Confequences of negletting the AfTembly, 
.which Du Plejfis reprefented to them. That good 
Man had feveral Conferences with the Ministers, 
in one of which he told the Chancellor Sillerfi If 
the Jefuits openly in their Sermons tell us , the Defign 
of the double Match with Spain is to root out Herejy , 
why fijould you be furprizid that our Churches are 
alarm’d at it, and that the Memorial of the Ajfembly 
?ncntion it ? Sillery reply’d, Good God! muft you 
mind every thing the Jeluits fay ? They do not go¬ 
vern the Nation . Sir, Paid Du Plejfis again. They 
are net alarm’d at what other Monks 771 ay fay , but 
cur People believe they ought to sake a particular 
Notice of all the Proceedings and Dlfcourfes of the 
Jefuits •, we fee them continually attending on Princes 
and Minifiers of State *, under the Colour of Reli¬ 
gion, they infatuate their Dejigns arid Political Views 
into them . Sir, Tcu know this better than I can tell 
you , France has too much felt the EffeSls of the 
Advices given by Jefuits. The Aflembly at Grenoble 
Pent Deputies to the Prince of Conde as well as to 
the King \ Monfieur Veneville and Cagni were ap¬ 
pointed for that Cbmmiflion. The former was 
only to make feme general Complements, and re¬ 
turn him Thanks for what La Haie faid in his 
Speech. The latter was to do his utmoft to found 
his Highnefs’s real Intentions, and examine whether 
he had Strength enough to make good his Manifefto. 
The Court had given the hard Name of Rebellion 
to all thole that Ihuuld raife Commotions in the 

Pro- 
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Provinces, but did not particularly declare the Prince 
and the Lords Rebels, tiH(^hey arriv'd at PolPtiers. 
This Declaration was fent to the Parliament of 
Paris, where fome Debate arofe about pafling it \ 
and they might well debate whether the Proceedings 
of the Prince’s Party were rebellious, when they 
had fo lately in their Arrets and Remonftrances 
raid as much againfl; the Miniftry as was laid in his 
Manifefto. However that Blaze of Zeal being quick* 
ly out, the Majority voted it downright P v ebellion t 
adding, We Jhall be Accomplices our [elves y if we 
refufe to obey the Kings Will and P lea fur e . Is it any 
wonder that fitch a Body of Men fhould have 
loft all their Privileges, and from a Parliament of 
Senators dwindle into a Bench of Juftices. All that’s 
left of their real Power, tho' the Formality of en- 
regiftring, remain with them, hardly exceeding 
that of a Quarter-Seflions, except in Matters of Lav/ 
and Equity. There are fome Authors who reprefent 
this Affair of the Parliament more to their Repu¬ 
tation *, That the Plurality of Voices declar’d againfl 
the Verification of the King’s Declaration *, That 
a Decree was made upon it, by which that Court 
declar’d, that they neither could nor ought to regifter 
it *, That the Party in the Tntereft of the Miniftry 
caus’d the Words nor ought to be omitted out of the 
Extrafts of the Decree which was publifh’d *, and 
foon after had Credit enough to forge another 
Decree of Inrollment without any Exception, which 
was found in the Regifter in the room of the firft. 
We may eafdy imagine, fays a credible Hiflorian* 
that this bold Falfification of a folemn Decree , in a 
Cafe (f fvxh Conference, was highly rejected: It 
created great Deputes among the Members cf the 
Parliament , who proceeded on both Sides to InvcPlivcs 
and Proteflations. The Prince’s P v efentment was 
not without Reafon, and it is faid in the Prelimi¬ 
naries cf the Treaty of Peace,he demanded that thofe 
who were concern’d in theFalfificationsof the Decree 
fhould be punifh’d. The Truth is, the Prince of 
Conde's Army gave no great Encouragement to any 
one to join it. He cou’d only raife'a fmall Body, 
' ' 4 u which 
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which happily efcap’d the Purfuit of the Marefcha* 
De Bois Dauphin, who Mght have eafily difpers’d 
it: Whether he omitted it out of Negligence or 
Defign, the Court was fo difpleas’d* that they gave 
his Command to another. The Duke of Rohan had 
been powerfully follicited to take up Arms, but he 
flood out even after his Brother the Duke of Soubize 
had join’d the Prince. This Jutiftion facilitated 
the other; Seubiz.e being a Man of Intrigue, zealous 
for his Religion, and belov’d by his Brother. Not- 
withftanding which and the Security that was pro¬ 
pos’d by the Prince for the Proteftant Churches, 
Rohan was for Pacifick Meafures in Oppofkion to 
the Marefchal De Bouillon , ’till preffing her Majefty 
to grant him the Survivorfhip of the Government 
of Potttou , held by his Father in-Law Sully^ and 
being refusd, he openly declar’d for the Prince, and 
engag’d to join the Count De St. Pol iri Guyenne 
with ^ooo Foot and 500 Horfe *, which if he could 
have done, a Stop had been put to the Progrefs of 
the Court, and to the double Match. But inllead 
of this the Count De St. Pol deferred the Party, at 
the Perfwafion of his Wife, a bigotted Papift, and 
Rohans Friends cou’d not raife above 2500 Men. 
By which Means the Court continu’d their Progrefs 
uninterrupted to Bourdeaux. The Aflembly at 
Grenoble were dilatory in their Proceedings, occa* 
fion’d by the Awe the Marefchal De Lejdifguieres 
had over them *, for which Reafon tnofe that wifh’d 
well to their Junftion with the Prince, propos’d to 
remove their Seffion to another Place, and the Major 
Vote carry’J it for Nifines . Lefdifguieres knowing 
their Removal would iofe him the Merit of mana¬ 
ging them with the Court, oppos’d it in a fet Speech; 
and finding his Arguments woo’d not prevail, he 
had Recourfe to Violence, and fhut the Gates. 
Monfieur Chaufepie , o.ne of the Deputies for the 
Province of PoiEtov, was (lop’d as he was going 
out only to take the Air*, which put the Affem- 
bly into fuch a Ferment, that the Marefchal doubt¬ 
ing his own Power againlt that of the whole Body 
of the Protects of France , who wou’d certainly 

have 
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have highly relented the Affront offer’d their Ge¬ 
neral Affembly, order’d the Gates to be open’d, and 

E ermitted the Members’ to depart. The Seffion 
eing remov’d to Nifmes , all their A£ls were look'd 
upon by Du Plejfis Mornay and the moderate Prote- 
flants as Nullities ^ the King’s Writ not warranting 
them to meet there. The Deputies that were fent 
to Court for his Majefly’s Permiffion, cou’d procure 
none for any other Place except Montpelier , where 
the Duke De Chatillon,' who, tho’ a Proteflanf, was as 
much in the Court Intereft as Lefdefguieres y was 
Governour. J his City the Affembly did not like, 
and infilling flill on Nifmes , the Queen feem’d paf- 
five in the matter, reserving a Pretence at any time 
to call their Meeting Seditious, or to approve of 
it, as their Conduit pleas’d or difpleas’d her. 

What help’d to determine the Aifembly to declare 
for the Prince, was an Accident that aftonifh’d all 
France , and that was the Converfion of the Duke 
De Candale , a Son of the Duke D' Eper non ^ the 
greateft Enemy of the Reform’d in France j and 
as all New Converts are moft Zealous, fo this Lord 
did not give over his Inflances, till he prevail'd with 
them to unite with the Prince of Conde. ’Tis true the 
Duke did renounce the Catholick Religion, butit was 
only out of Defpighr, Conviilion had no Share in 
it: His Father had procur’d his younger Brother 
the Survivorfhip of the Port of Colonel General of 
the Infantry, and refus’d him himfelf fome Govern¬ 
ments that were at his Difpofal. He thought no 
Revenge cou’d be fo effectual, as that of his em¬ 
bracing a Religion his Father abhor’d more than 
any Man j and tho’ his Converfion was all Grimace, 
the Proteflants fond of fo illuflrious a Convert, 
were willing to believe it fincere, and to trufl him 
accordingly. They thought they could not do too 
much to confirm him in their Interefls, and to 
oblige him, comply’d with thofe Counfels which 
he propos’d to them ; the Confequence of which 
was a Treaty of Union between the Affembly and 
the Prince, carry’d by two Voices only. The Court 

ailed 
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afted very prudentlyi on this Occafion, and publifh- 
ing a Declaration, diftingmfhd between the Loyal 
Proteftants of France, and thofe of the Aflembly at 
Nifmes and their Adherents: for in the Declaration 
’twas faid, an infinite Number of the Reform’d re - 
t,nam’d faithful. And this Diftintftion had the in¬ 
tended Effeft v the Proteiiants in general did not 
look upon the Union of the Aflembly at Nifmes 
with the Prince as any thing but a State Quarrel,, 
and therefore the Major Part of them flood Neuter. 
The Proteftant Lords of the Prince’s Party cou’d 
engage none but their Creatures Several entire 
Provinces, and almoft all their Cities, refus’d to 
take Arms \ and this Commotion being much more 
Catholick than Proteftant, the Refiflance it was 
accus’d of is not to be laid to the Hugonots , but to 
the French Papifts, of whom none was more a 
Bigot than the Head of it, the Prince of Condi 
him (elf. 

We muft not forget that the King, in the before- 
mention’d Declaration, publifh’d upon the Union of 
the Aflembly at Nifmes with the Prince, exprefles 
aoain his Opinion as to compelling Confciences in 
Religious Matters: We firmly believe , Lys he, that 
Differences about Religion ought to be left to the De- 
cifion of God alone. 

Let this be a Leflbn to you the Enemies of Mo¬ 
deration all over the Chriftian World, a King of 
France , Father of the King now reigning, teaches it 
to you , one who had for his Mother an Italian, 
for his Wre a Spanijb Bigot, who was environ’d 
with Popifh CounfelJors and Priefts. He once more 
allures the Proteftants, He will INNIO LAB LF 
objerve the Edill Afantz, and all other Fd.cts made 
in Confequence of it. 

The Prince’s Party was now become pretty conft- 
derable. The Duke De Never s, who bad rais’d 
Men without declaring himfelf, and the Duke of 
Nendofme , the King’s natural Brother, join’d them. 
The City of Rochelle declar’d for the Prince-, and had 
not the Exchange ofthe Princefles of Spain and France 
deftroy’d all manner of Hopes of preventing the 

double 
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double Marriage, it is probable the Peace wou’d not 
have been k> foou concluded. 

The Queen remembring the Advice formerly gi¬ 
ven her by the Duke of Rohan to break the League 
of the Prince of Conde , as Lewis XI. did that of the 
Pub lick Good, by gaining over the Chiefs of it one 
after another, refolv’d to put it in Praftice, as the 
fureft and quickeft way to extricate her felf and her 
Friends out of thefe Difficulties. The firft fhe ap- 
ply’d to was the Duke of Mayenne , who hating the 
Reform'd, fhe fuppos’d wou’d be the moft ready to 
quit a Party, in the Succefs of which they propos’d 
to themfelves fo many Advantages. This Duke ac¬ 
cordingly being fecur’d in his Governments, hear¬ 
ken'd to the Propofols that were made to him, and 
enclin’d to a Treaty. The next fhe founded upon 
it was the Duke De Bouillon , who enter’d into the 
War only to fhew he cou a end as well as begin it, 
and thus let the Government fee he was not to be 
negle&ed. A lucky Accident happen’d to bring 
the Prince himfelf into pacifick Meafures, and that 
was the Arrival of Edmonds the Englijb Ambaffador, 
with Inflruftions to offer his Mediation between the 
King and the Prince. 

We have already mention’d the great Expectations 
his Highnefs pretended to have from the Afliffance 
of King James I. of England ; whereas in Truth he 
knew that King had refus’d to aflift him in any thing 
but in his Mediation. God forbid , laid that King 
to the Marquifs De Bonneval , the Prince’s Envoy, / 
fboud break the Peace and good Correfpondence there 
is between the French King and me ! As I have no¬ 
thing more at Heart than the Prefervation of the 
Peace in my own Kingdoms , I woud be glad to pro, 
cure the fame Hap pinefs to my Neighbours . All lean 
do for the Prince of Conde is to cjfer him my good 
Offices and Endeavours to reconcile him with the King 
his near Relation . 

Edmond's offering this Mediation, the Court rea¬ 
dily accepted of it in Appearance:, but however when 
the Treaty was fet on Foot, the French King affum’d 
other Airs, and foid he wou’d give Peace to his Sub¬ 
jects 
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Jetts without any one’s Intervention. The Prince 
of Conde , the Marefchal De Bouillon , and the Af- 
fembly At Nifiues y infilling on Edmonds ’s being pre¬ 
sent at the Conferences for Peace, it was allow’d ag 
a Witnefs only.’ Loudon was appointed for the 
Place of Treaty, and the Conferences carry’d on 
with great Formality, tho* the Chiefs of the.Party 
had made their Peace with the Court privately; 
each as he thought moft for . his Advantage. The 
Prince feem’d to ftickle on Behalf of the General 
Affembly of the Reform’d, who fent Deputies to 
make their Submiflion, and fome Articles were 
agreed to in their Favour, but fuch as the Court 
cou’d not hinder them of. 

The Conferences open’d on the i©th of Februaryj 
\6\6 % The King’s Com miffioners were. 


The Countefs of SoiJfa?s y 
The Duke De Nevers y 
The Marefchal De Brifac , 

Monfieur De mercy, , , Secretar ies of State, 

Monfieur Pontchartraw y f 7 

Monfieur De Thou y Prefident of the Parlia¬ 
ment of Paris , 

Monfieur De Fic y Counfellor of State. 


For the Prince of Conde appear’d, 
The Duke De Mayenne y 
The Duke De Fendofme, 

The Duke De Longueville y 
The Duke De Rohan , 

The Duke De Luxembourg , 

The Duke De Tremouille y 
The Duke De Sully> 

The Duke De Candalc y 
The Marefchal De Bouillon . 


Befides thefe great Lords, the Prince came in Per- 
fon to Loudon y ^accompany d with his Mother the 
Princefs Dowager of Longueville y and the Deputies 
of the General AfTembly of the Reform’d Churches, 
l. jhall not enter into the detail of this Treaty, 

which 
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’.vhich may be found at large in the Hiftories of 
Trance ,. but obferve only lome things that their 
Hiftoriansdurfi not mention. 

yilleroy, in order to difpofe the Prince to Peace,- 
flatter’d him with having the chief Management of 
State-Affairs •, that he fhou’d turn out and put in 
whom he pleas’d ; which being the main thing he 
airii’d at, his Highhefs gave into it immediately, and 
relplv’d to conclude .the Peace all that was done 
afterwards for the Lords who join’d him, or the 
Reform’d Churches, being to fave Appearances^ 
The firft Sacrifice the Queen made to him, waS 
that of her faff: Friend the Proud Duke of Eper non, 
who had to his great Impatience born leveral Slights: 
from her, by the Procurement of the Marelchal 
D’ Ancre , who hated that Duke for not paying the 
Refpett he thought due to his Wife's Favour. The 
laft Affront drove him from Court, depriving him, 
at the Prince’s Requeft, of the Difpofal of the Ports 
of Colonel and Captains of the Regiment of Life- 
Guards, .which had always been taken to be a Per-- 
quifite of his Poll of Colonel-General of the Foot. 
He cou’d not bear Attendance after fuch a Difgrace, 
and took his Leave of both King and Queen in fuch 
a manner, as fhew’d, he thought, they wou’d want 
him before he wanted them. His Retirement re¬ 
mov’d a powerful Rival of Conchini’ Sj and made 
way for his rifing higher in Favour after than be¬ 
fore the Rupture, tlio’ that wds the riiain Occafion 
bf it. 

The Chancellor Silleri had been devoted to the 
Will of the Regent, arid ftuck at nothing to keep 
in his Office. He Was a Man of mean Parts, and 
generally thought unfit for it. His Cohduft had 
treated him Erteriiies on all Odes. The Marefchal 
D’ Ancre did hot love him, becaufe being an old 
Minifter he pretended to fome Preference of him in 
the Miniffry on that Account^ The Prince hated 
him for being a Tool to all the Queen’s Favourites.' 
Silleri finding the Treaty of Loudon Was not likely 
to break oft, fancy’d he might fecure himfelf in 
.his Poft, by offering his Service to the Prince of 

G Coride 
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Qonde , to the Marefchal de Bouillon, and other Lords 
°f that Party, on Condition he Ihou’d by an Ar¬ 
ticle of that Treaty, be continu’d in his Employ¬ 
ment. A fhameful Inftance of the Meannefs of his 
Capacity, to flatter himfelf that thofe Lords wou'd 
fo expofe themfelves, as to infift on the continu¬ 
ing a Man in an Office by a particular Article of 
Peace, when the removing him was one of the 
Articles of the War. 

The Prince of Conde and the Duke de Bouillon 
made themfelves merry with Villeroy, on the Chan¬ 
cellor’s Folly. The Secretary got his Collegue, 
Pontchartrain , to tell the Qtieen Mother of it, and 
ihe told Baffompierre , who being one of the frank¬ 
ed Perfons at Court, defir’d her leave to tell 5/7- 
leri the ill Offices his Enemies had done him to 
her Majefty, it being Bajfompierre' s Charafter to 
ferve every Body if he cou’d, that every Body 
might ferve him. The Queen, weary of the Chan¬ 
cellor, permitted him to load him with fo much 
Shame, as the difcovering to him his Plot mufl 
bring upon him. , The Chancellor was fo filly as 
to imagine Bajfompierre had himfelf told the Queen 
of a Projeft he cou’d not have known, but from 
the Perlons Silleri had inform’d of it. I am 
mightily oblig'd to you y Sir , for the Information you 
have given me , Paid the Chancellor to BaJfompierre t 
in the Queen’s Chamber, but fomc wou'd fain per - 
fwade me it was from your felf the Queen receiv'd 
the Intelligence you have now told me, thd I wifi 
not believe it. Sir, reply’d Baffompierre very brisk¬ 
ly j I jhall J/jortly convince you / am not fo bad a Man 
as you are pleas'd to fuppofe me to be , the Queen 
will tell you herfelf who wrote to her the News v 
which you imagine to be of my own Contrivance # 
Upon this Siileri conjur’d Baffompierre , in the moft 
humble and,, prefling manner, not to infift fur¬ 
ther on the Bufinefs, but to keep it private 
from the Queen Mother. Tou will ruin me. Sir, 
laid the Chancellor, and therefore take Pity of 
a Alan whom you know but too many already en¬ 
deavour to undo , after fo long . Service /, For all 
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that, Baffompierre acquainted her Majefty with thf 
Chancellor's Diftruft of him, and the Queen fai<* 
to Silleri , vvith a fcornful Smile, Methinks , Mon- 
fieur Chancellor, you make but finall Returns to Baf- 
fompierre for the Services he endeavour d to do you , 
know then that this Bufmefs comes from Bouillon, 
who communicated it to Pontchartrain. What Con- 
fufion muft the Old Fox, as he took himfelf to 
be, fhew on this Occafion, all hfe cou’d anfwer 
was, Madam , the Marefchal de Bouillon has been 
this long time my profefs’d Enemy , I mofl humbly 
befeech your Majefty , not to give •'.any Credit to what 
he has caus’d to be written to you, with a Defign 
to ruin me. This poor Evafion made him a Jeft 
to the whole Court, atid every Body afterwards 
look’d upon him as a Loft Man there; '\ 

During the Conferences at Loudon , the General 
Aflembly of the Proteftants were remov’d by the 
King’s Writ to Rochelle , which made them with¬ 
out DifpUte, a Lawful Aflembly. They had Ten 
Deputies at Loudon, to take care of their Inte- 
refts, but it was rather to be Witnefles of the 
Prince of Conde’s Signing the Peace, than to pro¬ 
cure advantageous Terms for the Reform’d. The 
Dukes de Mayenne and de Bouillon, having receiv'd 
Satisfaftion as to their Demands, the Prince was 
hot very follieitous to fatisfy either the Aflembly 
or the other Lords : He lent for the Duke de 
Sully , who feem’d moft concern’d for the IntereftS 
of the Reform’d, and Villcroy v?ho had ftiewn a 
great Complacency td his Highnefs during the 
Treaty. He whifper’d fomething to the latter, and 
foon after did the fame to the former: He then 
declar’d Filleroy had granted what was defir’d, and 
taking Pen in Hand, Sign’d the Treaty, without 
allowing any Body Time to anfwer him; This 
abrupt Conclufion vext the Deputies heartily, but 
there was no remedy for it; . They difcover’d by- 
feveral Paffages, ’twas a deJign’d thing, to pay ’em 
thus for the Services they had done the Prince 
in declaring for him,’ and that they wotfd be 
forc’d to accept of the Conditions' the Lords had 
G ? thought 
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thought fit to demand for them. They defir’d on¬ 
ly to Sit till their Edift was verify’d, which was 
deny’d *, inftead of it, they had a Time prefix’d 
for the Duration of their Seflion, after the Con¬ 
cision of the Treaty. Before they had fet their 
Names to it, Orders were fent to the Minifter 
of Loudon who was in his Pulpit, to acquaint the 
People the Peace was made, and to exhort them 
to return God Thanks for it. Here’s a Peace 
which they do not at all approve of, which leaves 
them more expos’d to the Power and Rage of 
their Enemies, yet they mu ft not only fubmit to 
it, but give God Thanks for it. The Author of 
the Hiftory of the Editt of Nantz ,, writes on 
this Subjeft. This tnade thofe murmur who knew 
there were Difficulties undecided y and made them 
judge it was a forc'd Peace , which they were o - 
blig'd to accept of for fear of falling into greater 
Inionveuiencies . What Jball they do y they are de- 
ferted by their Protectors . The Duke de Bouillon , 
who was the Chief Author of the War, forgot 
the Interefts of the Common Caufe, fays the fame 
Hiftorian y becaufe he had fecur’d his own. He ex * 
claim'd higher than any Body againft the j4ffembly y 
tho ’ they had only follow'd his Motions . He de¬ 
clar'd he wou'd look upon thofe to be Enemies to the 
State y who fltovrd refufe to Sign the Peace . Is there 
any Story extant, wherein a League was fo fhame- 
fully diffolv’d, wherein the Head is for War¬ 
ring with the Members, becaufe they look to 
themfelves, and do not like the Peace he likes. 
Nay, Bouillon was accus'd of having engag’d him- 
felf to the King’s Commiftloners, by Writing, to 
march againft the Affembly, and to make War 
againft them, in cafe they fhou’d offer to conti* 
nue their Seflion longer than the King allow'd 
them by this Treaty. Good God ! Was he not 
of the lame Religion, were not their Interefts in* 
feparable ? If the Affembly was ruin’d, muft not 
his Ruin foon follow ? What Madnefs, what In¬ 
fatuation, Oh, the Fatal Power of Intereft, the 
accurfs’d Effects of Ambition, in Minds infenfible 
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of their Duties to their Religion and their Coun¬ 
try. Bouillon caus’d his Nephew the young Duke 
de Tremouille , to enter into the fame Engagements, 
but the AfTembly gave them no ground to pro* 
ceed to fuch Extremities againft them: They fub- 
mitted to the Treaty, Nominated Deputies Gene¬ 
ral, and Bertheville , to whom the Marefchal de 
Bouillon had given hopes of obtaining that Depu¬ 
tation, was Elected according to his Promife. 

The EdiCt for the Publication of this Peace, 
was call’d the Pacification of Blots , and in it fome 
fmall Favours were granted the Reform’d, as a 
New Office in the Parliament of Paris , and ano¬ 
ther in the Chamber of Accompts, one of the 
moft confiderable Courts of the Long Robe. The 
Prince of Conde and the Lords of his Party, were 
to have 1500000 Livres, which makes the Peace 
a Purchafe of the Crown, tho* they had* doub> 
lefs as Loyal Divines as any in the World, to d<.- ; 
ter People from Refiftance, and Eftablifh the Or¬ 
thodox Doctrines of Pajfive Obedience and Non- 
Refiftance . We lhall fee how they were practis’d 
again a few Months after, and it cannot but be 
matter of Confolation to us, that of all Nations 
upon Earth, we are that which profefTes them in 
the Uitmoft extent of them *, and it is great pity 
we have fo many Inftances of Nature rebelling 
againft Principle, and of our Practices contradict¬ 
ing our Profeftions. 

The Marefchal Z>’ Ancre had the Satisfaction 
to fee a Confederacy broken that was form’d for 
his DeftruCtion, and that he gain’d Ground in the 
Favour of ms Miftrers ; yet all that Satisfaction 
was fower’d By the Hatred which he faw increafe 
daily in the People to him and his Family. When 
he firft enter’d into the Queen’s Service, he was 
8000 Crowns worfe than nothing, and in a few 
Years lie was become worth fome Millions; Mis 
Infolence was as boundlefs as his Wealth, and for 
a long time he thought there wou’d be no end of 
his JVliniftry. But alas, what are the Foundati¬ 
ons upon which fuch Favourites Build, Sandy and 
G 3. Light, 
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Light, which the firft Tumultuous Storm tears to 
Pieces. He was at Paris while the Conferences 
were held at Loudon, and notwithllanding there 
was a Sufpenfion of Arms, the Parifians Hill kept 
a Guard at: their Gates. 

The Marefchal _D’ Ancre having Occafion to go 
out of the- City, came to one of them, where a 
certain Shoemaker, nam’d Picard , kept Guard ^ 
the Fellow ftopt his Coach, and demanded his 
Pafs, the Marefchal in a Paflion, commanded his 
Coach Man to drive on, at which the Guard pre- 
fented their Halberts and Mufquets, and fet them 
to their Breads. Conchini putting his Head out 
of the Coach, faiJ to the Sbooemaker, You Rogue , 
do you know who I am ? Yes , very well , anfwer’d 
Picard , in a haughty difdainful manner, however- 
you Jhall not go y unlefs you fljew me your Pafs. Du¬ 
ring this Difpute, the Mob gather d about them, 
and Conchini fearing fomething worle, fent fome 
of his Servants to the Perfon who had the Com¬ 
mand of the Guard, for an Order that he might 
go out, refolving to be reveng’d of Picard when 
the King return’d. Accordingly he order’d his 
Gentleman of the Horfe, to take Two of his Ser¬ 
vants, and give Picard, the Shoemaker a thorough 
Thrashing, which was fo well put in Execution, 
that the poor Man was left almoft Dead upon the 
Spot. The MarefchaPs Servants relying too much 
on their Mailer’s Credit, did not run away for it, 
and being taken, were Try’d, Condemn’d and 
Hang’d. a few Days after, before Picard' s Houfe. 
Their Mailer was forc’d to pay a bound Sum to 
Picard , or his Gentleman of the Horfe wou’d have 
had the fame Fate, Conchini then Yaw his Feli¬ 
city in France was drawing to an end, and wou’d 
fain have perfwaded Galigai his Wife, to fly to 
Italy in time, off-ring to buy the Dutchy of Fer¬ 
rara of the Pope for their Joint Lives*, but Gali¬ 
gai had more Courage, or lefs Foreftght, and wou £ d 
not leave Mary de Medicis. Conchini cou’d not 
handfomely defert his Wife, by whole Favour he 
had acquir'd his own, and made fuch anenvy’d For¬ 
tune. The 
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The Danger he was in was not Vifionary, he had 
propos’d to enter into Engagements with the Dukes 
de Mayenne and de Bouillon, to ruin the Dukes 
de Epernon and de Bellegard , which they were fo 
far from hearkning to, that having told the Duke 
of Guife of his Propofals, that Duke joyn’d with 
them in a Confpiracy to deftroy the Marefchal, 
and there was no end of this Confederacy, till they 
had accomplifh’d it. 

The Parifians bore fuch an Hatred to JD’ Ancre , 
that he was afraid to enter the City, after the Re¬ 
turn of the Prince of Conde, whom he was impa¬ 
tient to wait upon, to put himfelf under his Pro- 
tedlion, as the Queen had defir’d his Highnefs. He 
therefore wrote to Baffompierre, to fend a Guard 
of Horfe to meet him, which was done ^ and tho he 
had a Convoy of an Hundred Horfe, Picard, become 
now one of his mod dangerous Enemies, infuited 
him, and endeavour'd to raife the Mob, who being 
afraid of the Troopers, lay Hill at that time. 
*Tis worth obferving what Mifchief an inconfi- 
derable Fellow as this Shoemaker was, is capa- 
ble of doing, when once the Rabble have Lifted 
tliemfelves under him. 

The daring Boldnefs of Picard , acquir’d him fuch 
a Reputation with the Populace, that he was look'd 
upon immediately as their Chief, and the greatefi 
Lords did not difdain to make their Court to him. 
Honefty or Parts are not necefifary to qualify a 
Man to Head the Rabble; Impudence and a Lucky 
Event are enough to draw the Rabble after him, 
and when once that’s done, Fa&ion and Curiofity 
will always gather a Crowd about him. I know 
a Man exaftly of the Importance of this Shoe¬ 
maker, but for his Profeftlon fake I lhall fay no 
more of him. 

The Prince of Conde had given Mary de Me di¬ 
ets a fort of an Affurance, that he wou 5 d be the 
Marefchal’s Proteftor, but the Lords Confederated 
againft him, foon diflwaded him from it. They 
met feveral times late afNight, but were fo di¬ 
vided in their Opinions, that they met to no pur- 
G i pofe 
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pofe, fome were for prefenting a J?etition_to the 
Parliament to Try him, others, as particularly the 
Duke de Mayenne, who offer'd to do it himlelf if 
the Prince wou’d be prefen'f, for running him thro* 
the Body. The Prince at one* of their Meetings, 
faid, They had more need fiudy how to remove Mary 
de Medicis herfelf from the Adminiftration^ at which 
faying, all the Lords prefent, pull’d of their Hats, 
in token of Applaufe, except the Duke* of Guife , 
who cry'd, God forbid I fijoud involve FJer J Ma~ 
jefty in the Plot now on Foot for ruining • the AFa* 
refchal D 3 Ancre, which creating in the Prince a 
Jealoufy of Guife, he fent for Barbin , one of Com 
chints Creatures, who had a Place in the Trea¬ 
sury, told him fomething of the Confpiracy, am} 
promis’d to Prote<S the ’Marefchal, which he did 
not long after, when the Prince gave an Enter¬ 
tainment to the Earl of Carli/le , the Englijh Am- 
baffador, who came to propofe a Marriage be* 
tWeen the Prince of Wales, and the Princefs Chrifti- 
71a, Sifter to Lewis the Xlllth. At this Enter¬ 
tainment, were prefent Conchinis Enemies, and the 
Marefchal himfelf, either out of Infolence, to fhew 
he was not afraid of them, or out of Security, 
to let ’em fee the Prince was his Protestor, wou’d 
needs go to his Palace at that Inftant. When they 
heard he was coming up to them, the Lords re- 
hionftrated to ; the Prince, they ought not to let 
fo fair an Opportunity flip to put in Execution the 
Defign they had taken of ridding thejnfelves of an 
Infolent Stranger, who came attended by Thirty 
Gentlemen on purpofe to brave and affront them* 
Conde generoufly excus’d himfelf from Violating the 
Sacred Rights ef-Hofpitality : Such "an Attion, Paid 
he, fall never be committed in my Houfe , you may 
find cit Opportunities enough to Aiurther Conchiir> 
While 1 they were thus difeourfing, the Marefchal 
D 5 Ancre enter’d the Hall, where the Entertain * 
ment was given, and fpoke a while with the Prince 
in Private. When he took his Leave of him, hi? 
Enemies fet themfelves to look fcornfully at him, 

f > ' l i? 


of FRANCE. 

be return’d Look for Look, Scorn for Scorn, want; 
ing neither Pride nor Arrogance. 

All the Hiftories of France reprefent this Man 
as a Rapacious, Cruel, Arrogant, Falfe Italian , 
tho’ in Truth his Country was hisgreateft Crime. 
The /next Reigning Favourite, a French Man, out¬ 
did him in all his Vices, and had not one of his 
Vertues. D 9 Ancre had Courage, Wit, a Frank- 
nefs of Temper to his Friends, which was as a- 
greeable, as his Imperious Carriage to his Enemies 
was Ihocking. If he was Falfe, he had done well 
to have added Diffimulation to it. But there is 
fomething in a Mans Completion, fomething in 
the Blood that will not admit of Cunning in cer¬ 
tain Cafes, wherein the Heart will always be too 
ftrong for the Head. 

The Prince of Conde lent the Arch-Bifhop of 
Ambrvn to Conckini the next Day, to let him know 
the Peril he had been in, and to advife him to 
he gone to his Government of Normandy . jD’ An¬ 
cre follow'd his Advice* but laid fuch a Train be 
fore he went, not only for the Lords, but for 
the Prince alfo, as blew them all up in his Ab» 
fence, tho’ in the end it blew himfelf up with 
them, and made w?y for a New Scene, and New 
Aftors at Court. 

The Power of the Lords was fuch at this time, 
that on the firft Difguft they wou’d take Arms and 
Right themfelves, as the Duke of Longueville did 
in his Government of Picardy , pofTeffing himfelf 
of Albeville and Peromie , which were part of 
J)’ sfnfre s Command, and keeping them notwith* 
Handing the Remonftrances and Menaces of the 
Court. The Queen Mother and her Confidents, 
knew it was the Protedion of the Prince that 
encourag'd the Difcontented Lords to behave them¬ 
felves thus *, they call'd to Mind a faying of Filr 
leroys , who with Jeannin had loft his Employ¬ 
ment as well as Silleri , upon the Princes Demand 
of holding thz Pen at the Council Table , which is 
in effect to be at the Head of the Miniftry, and 
Sign all Orders relating to the Finances, &c« 
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Villercy told her, She need not he afraid to put the 
Ten into the Hand of a Man whofe Arm Jke might 
hold whenever flie pleas'd. This made her come to 
a Vigorous Refolution, at the Inftance of Barbing 
Comptroller of the Finances, a Creature of Con- 
chini , to feize the Prince’s Perfon. There was a 
Ruffian-like Officer attending at Court, who want¬ 
ed to be employ’d in fome defperate Attempt to 
tliftinguifh himfelf. This was ThemineSj he did 
not flay to be ask’d, He defir’d Barbin y That if 
any thing Important and Dangerous was to be- put 
in Execution , he wou'd be fo much his Friend , as to 
perfwade Her Afajefty to make vje of him in it , for 
he woud Sacrifice his Life for her Service. This 
Man Barbin recommended to the Queen as one 
very fit to have the Execution of Her Orders for 
feizing the Perfon of the Prince of Conde y a Step 
fhe durft not take till {he had Sworn all her Chief 
Minifters and Servants to be True to her. She 
confulted all her Confidents about it, and particu¬ 
larly Bajfompierre , who exaggerated the Power of 
the Prince as greater than her own, with his ufual 
Freedom, and feem’d to blame her Negligence. 
Do not you fancy that I am fo much Ajleep , re- 
ply’d the Queen, but fome Bufineffes require a great 
deal of Time before they be difpatch 9 d ferve me 
well , and do not let the Ladies perfwade you to do 
any thing prej?tdiciaL to my Inter eft. The laft Part 
of his Reply has Reference to his Gallantry with 
the**princels of Conde, who had fallen out with 
Galigai'i * and Bajfompierre having an Amour with 
her, the Queen was afraid fhe might prevail on 
him to fall in with the Party fhe openly efpous'd, 
that of the Duke her Brother, and the Difcon- 
tented Lords. * 

By the Memoirs which fome French Lords and 
Gentlemen have left of themlelves, one wou’d 
think no Nation in the World ever produc’d Men 
of (o much Gallantry, Courage, Wit, Capacity, 
jn a word, fo finifh’d as the French. If you look 
into tbofe of Bajfompierre , you will find in it fuch 
an Image, -as a Alan who coifd Paint well, and lov’d 
• • ' '* himfelf 
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himfelf to a Fondnefs, wou'd make of his own 
Pifture ! Every good Feature is plac’d in the beft 
Light all the Blemiihes (o well touch’d,’that they 
are rather like the Patches the Ladies flick on their 
Faces to fet off their Beauty. When they are wri* 
ting their own Lives in their Clofets, they cart 
make what they pleafe of themfelves *, every thing 
they do is important *, their moft Trivial Actions 
are fet off as Heroick or Gallant Adventures, 
and their Campaigns are as fo many Triumphs. 
What they faid naturally and in Converfation, 
has all the Advantages of Art and Rhetorick to 
Adorn it; and what is faid to them, is f only to 
fhew their Meritor their Bravery. There is no 
trufting to the beft of them, with a little Hifto- 
ry there's a great deal of Romance, and what 
Hiftory there is, is fo introduc’d; that it often 
has another Effeft than the plain Truth wou 9 d 
have. The Duke of Rohan is not Guiltlefs in this 
Point, and one fhall not from one end of his Me¬ 
moirs to the other, find out that his Jealoufy of 
Bouillon , and his Refentment for the Lofs of the 
Government of Voittou, were the Springs that 
jatted him in thofe Parts of his Life, where the 
Patriot and the Proteftant fhine the brighteft. 

The Marefchal D■ Jlncre wou’d have had the 
Queen to have order’d Themines to have feiz’d the 
Prince of Conde. and the Duke de Mayenne, the 
Duke de Bouillon , and the Duke d.e Fendome alto¬ 
gether, but fhe was afraid the Parifians wou’d rife, 
and {he had not fecur’d her Treafure when they 
came together one Day to the Louvre , fo the 
{eizing the Prince was defer’d till her Strong Box 
and Jewels were fafe. The Dukes de Mayelme and 
de Bouillon , had obferv’d feme extraordinary Mo¬ 
tion while they were there, and fufpefting MiF 
chief, refolv’d to keep out of the way. They ad¬ 
vis'd the Prince to do fo -too, but he did not think 
himfelf in fo much Danger as they, faying, It 
fignify d nothing to him whether the Marefchal de 
Bouillon was fent to the Baftile or not. Bouillon 
Jike a good Hugonot , went to Charenton , attended 
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by feveral of his Friends, and fome Soldiers of his 
Guards. The Duke de Mayenne was upon the 
Watch, preparing every thing to leave Paris. The 
Prince Two Days after, the Firft of Septemb. \ 6 i 6 y 
went in great State and Security to the Council, 
Mary de Medicis having been up before Three a 
Clock in the Morning, to order Matters for his 
Apprehenfion, and her Flight if the Parifians rofe 
Upon it. The Prince was mightily pleas’d to fee 
the Court that was made to him that Day, and 
the Queen beheld with a Scornful Indignation, the 
vaft Number of Petitions that were prefented him, 
faying to Baffompierre , Here's now the King of France, 
but his Royalty Jfjould he like that of the Bean , it 
will not continue long. The Duke de Mayenne had 
his Spies about the Louvre , and they gave him In¬ 
formation that fomething more than ordinary was 
r in Agitation. The Duke fent Monfieur Strange to 
acquaint the Prince of it, and advife him by all 
means not to go to the Louvre , but he was gone 
when Strange came. The latter follow’d him, and 
waited for him at the Door of the Council Cham¬ 
ber*, bis Highnefs coming out, he told him what 
iMeffage he had from the Duke de Mayenne: The 
Prince reply^d. If fuch a Refolution to apprehend me 
be taken , I cannot now get off. He was then going 
to the Queen’s Chamber, Two of the Guards du 
Corps fet as Two Extraordinary Centinels at the 
Door, convinc’d him that what had been told him, 
was but too True. However, he went in, and 
the Young King, who, fays Monfieur Vaffor^ had 
been carefully brought up in the An of Diffimulation y 
invited him to go a Hunting with hint. The Prince 
defir’d his MajeTiy at that time to excufe him : If 
he had gone a Hunting, he had been feiz’d and 
fecur’d before the Parilians had known any thing 
of the matter. The King then went to his Mo¬ 
ther, who was in her Clofet, and Themines com- 
mg up to the Prince with his Two Sons, Arrefted 
him in the Kings Name. As much as the Duke de 
Mayenne had prepar’d him for this Accident, it fur- 
priz d him: My Lord } faid Themines to him in a very 
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refpeftful manner, The King having been certainly 
inform d that you hearken to bad (Soundly and fuch 
as is prejudicial to his Service , and that fome Per *, 
fons have been tampering to gain you over to a Fatti- 
on which is both contrary to the Peace of the . Kingi 
dom , as well as your own Quality } his Majefiy has 
order'd me to fecure your Perfon, for fear you fioud 
fall into fome worfe Snares. Who /, anfwer’d the 
Prince in a fort of Amazement, Yes , your felf my 
Lord , reply’d Themines , his Son at the fame time 
coming up on each fide of his Highnefs, who faid 
You how very well I am the Firfi Prince of the 
Blood. Themines anfwer’d, 1 know my Lord the re- 
fpett that is due to you , but 1 muji Obey the King . 
How cou’d one read this Story, without envying 
the Happinefs of that Conftitution, where the doing 
any thing Illegal, Cruel and Unjuft, is fo eafily 
excus’d, as by faying, I muji Obey the King. What 
Charge was there brought againft the Prince of 
Conde , fince the Peace of Loudon f What Proof of 
liis being Guilty of a Crime deferving Imprifon- 
nient ? The Prince demanded to fee Her Majefty, 
but to no purpofe : Themines ask’d him boldly. 
Whether he woud pleafe to go where the King had 
order'd him to condutt him ? His Highnefs in a great 
Paftion turn’d about to the Perfons in the Queen’s 
Chamber, faying, Is there no Body that has the 
Courage to declare himfelf in my behalf *, and per¬ 
ceiving Du Fair, Keeper of the Great Seals, he 
faid to him, Sir 9 I know you are a Man of Ho¬ 
nour , have you advis'd them thus to break the 
Solemn Promifes they have fo often made me ? Du 
Vair, Generouhy anfwer’d, They have not consulted 
me in this Matter , I fhall be for their fpeeay re¬ 
pairing the wrong Meafures they have taken for the 
fhorteft Follies are the bejl. As Themines was car¬ 
rying the Prince to the Place prepar’d for the 
keeping him, his Highnefs feeing Delbene , attended 
by a great Number of Halberdiers, feem’d appre* 
henfive leaft they fhou’d make fome Attempt on 
his Life} but Delbene told him, Thofe whom he faw 
there , werrCentlemen and not Affaffms . Gentlemen, 
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Was not Fitry, Captain of the Guard, & Gentle- 
man, arid yet before a Year is over, we fhall find 
him an Aflaifin ?. The Princefs of Conde hearing her 
Husband was Arrefted, try’d all Means to rdife 
the Parifians. To Arms, To Arms , fhe and her 
Friends cry’d, the Marefchal D’ Ancre is Murder¬ 
ing the Firft Prince of the Blood at the Louvre } 
but the Citizens were content with fhutting up 
their Shops. Such fort of Men are apt to talk loud 
when no Action is necefTary, but are Tame enough 
when it is. The Rabble however fell upon the 
Marefchal’s Houfe, and gutted it to his Damage 
above 200000 Crowns. The firft of the Lords, 
Conchinis Enemies, that fled, was the Duke de 
V'endome, then follow the Duke de Gtiife , the Duke 
de Mayenne , the Marefchal de Bouillon. The two 
latter wou’d have Headed the Parifians, and to 
that purpofe fent word to Picard the Shoemaker, 
who was become a Perfon of Importance, that 
in Cafe he wou’d raife the Mob, they wou'd Hand 
by him with 500 Horfe. The Shoemaker did his 
Endeavours, but the Guards were out, and the 
Rabble will never venture, when thofe that fend 
'em are in Earneft. An early Check foon difper- 
fes them, and when they are fuffer’d to grow up¬ 
on it, tis with Defign in thofe that cou’d hinder 
it. 

The Duke de Nevers joyn’d in with this Party 
afterwards, as did alio the Duke de Chevreufe and 
the Cardinal of Gmfe, who, on the Defertion of 
the Duke of that Name, was offer’d to be acknow¬ 
ledg’d the Head of this New League, for the De¬ 
liverance of the 'Prince, and the Deftruffron of 
I)’ Ancre. The Cardinal marry’d privately an 
Old Miftrefs of Henry the JVth, and had feveral 
Children by her, which was enough to allure the 
Lords that tho' he was Arch Bifhop of Rhemes , 
he wou’d make no Scruple of accepting a Military 
Command as well as a* Spiritual, but there was 
no Occafion for it. fhe Duke de Guife leaving 
the Lords by the Intrigues of the Queen* Mother 
and his Wife, the League againft Conckini was in 
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appearance broken, and his Enemies accepted the 
Terms offer’d by the Court, in hopes to gain Time 
for the raifing an Army ftrong enough to make 
Head againft the King’s, which approach’d very 
near them. 

The Duke de Guife had appear’d one of the niofl 
violent Enemies of Conchini , and yet he firft made 
his Peace with the Queen. This Impotent At¬ 
tempt to ruin D’ Ancre , feem’d the mod like¬ 
ly to Eftablifh him •, yet we fhall fee in a few 
Months, that the firft Step Mary de Medicis took 
towards fecuring her Authority, by feizing the 
Prince, was the firft towards deftroying it for ever. 
From hence wou’d many Grave Hiftorians reafon 
on the Uncertainty of Affairs of State, and the 
Sandy Foundation of Worldly Grandeur j but till 
People can fee into Futurity, Things will perpetually 
happen which Humane Forefight cannot reach, 
nor Humane Prudence prevent, as well in all other 
Affairs, as thofe of the State. 

The Duke de Guife wfcen he return’d to Court, 
did indeed follicite with fome Earneftnefs to pro¬ 
cure better Terms for the Lords than the Court 
wou’d give them, and fpoke alfo for the Prince’s 
Liberty *, but to fhew him and the Lords that 
they murt depend entirely on the King’s good 
Pleafure, for every thing that related to his High- 
nefs, he was remov’d from his Confinement in the 
Louvre to the Baflile , the very Day that the Duke 
de Guife came back to Paris . A Declaration to 
juftify the Imprifonment of the Prince, was car- 
ry’d by the King in Perfon to the Parliament, to 
be verify’d. With his Majefty went the Queen 
Mother^ the Duke of Orleans , her Son, and the 
Princefies Chriftina , Henrietta Maria , Daughters 
of France } feveral Princeffes, Three Ecclefiafticai 
Peers, the Dukes de Mcntmerency , de Vfez y Retz. y 
Rohan. Sulli , the Marefchal de Brifac 3 the Maref- 
chal de Souvre , and the Man who did that brave 
Aclion. as to feize the Prince of Conde , for which 
he had the Batoon given him, the Marefchal 
Themines , 
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It was with Indignation, that all Horieft Men 
heard fo many wicked Crimes laid to the Prince’* 
Charge, and it was obfervable that DuVair^ Keeper, 
of the Seals, was fo afham’d of it* that in his Speeclf 
he affe&ed to fay frequently, I am order d to fpeak 
thus , which the Queen took fo ill, that (he re- 
folv’d not to be troubled long with a Man of too' 
much Probity. All the Favour their Majefties wou’d 
allow the Prince, was the Company of his Wife/ 
who (hut herfelf up with her Husband in the Ba * 
from whence (ome time after, they were 
convey’d to Boys de Vincennes . 

I wou’d fain be inform’d what wonderful Change 
has happen’d in the Conftitution of France within 
thefe Hundred Years, that the Great Lords have 
loft all their Rights and Privileges, which are alf 
funk in the Pleafure of the Crown. Did Lewis the 
XHIth and his Succefior make a Conqueft of them* 
or were thofe pretended Rights and Privileges only 
the Pretences of thofe Lords taking advantage of 
a Minority, or what’s worfe, a weak Reign. Be 
it as it will, they did not now ask leave to take 
Arms for while the Lords, Enemies to Conchini % 
were Arming in Picardy /, another League was form’d 
in the Southern Parts of France by the Duke de Eper- 
non , the Duke de Lefdifguieres , the Duke de Adorn - 
merency, and the Duke deBelleguarde > who, without 
entring into the Confederacy of the other Lords, Con- 
chini’s Enemies, many of wiiom hated Epernon as 
much as D y Ancre , united among themfelves for their 
mutual Support, and having a large Extent of Coun¬ 
try under their Government, were by fuch a 
Union, become very Powerful. Depending upon 
it, Lefdifguieres carry’d on his Intrigues with the 
Duke of Savoy and the Republick of Venice , from 
whom he got great Sums of Money, in hopes of 
his Affiftance in their Wars with the Spaniards * 
Lefdifguieres lending and marching the Troops un¬ 
der his Command, as if they were his own, and 
treating with the i '’Savoyards and the Venetians as if 
he had no dependance oh Lewis the Xlllth, and 
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was Sovereign of the Province of which he was 
only Governour, as will be obferv'd more at large 
hereafter. 

The Duke D 5 Epernon having taken Offence a- 
gainft the Citizens of Rochelle , actually laid Siege 
to the City, tho* he had pofitive Orders from the 
Court to the contrary. Boijfire a Cotmcellor of 
State, brought him frefh Orders to forbear, which 
Epernon was fo far from hearkning to, that be¬ 
fore Boijfire s Face lie commanded the Horfe to 
Mount, and his Army to march towards Rochelle , 
into which Boijfire threw. himfelf, and animated 
the Citizens to defend themfelves with Vigour, 
which they did, tho’ there was no great Danger 
of the Place’s being? taken by. s or tfcioo Men," 
Epernon thought to have furpriz’d it, and his Dis¬ 
appointment made him and his Enterprize a 
to the terrible Mortification of the Vainefl Man 
of the Vainefl: Nation upon Earth/ 

What is ail this,'Riot or Refiflance, Rebellion' 
or Frolick? Here’s a French Lord in Arms, not 
for his Matter’s Service, not in Obedience to his 
Commands, but in aftual Difobedience, and ttf 
pleaje his own Vain Glorious Humour. Are thefts’ 
the EfFefts of a Minority in France , or was Lewis 
the XIIIth a Minor to his Death? Let-not thd 
French Papifls charge the Proteftants with thefd 
Rebellions * the Reform’d were the beft Subjefts 
in France , and in all the Stirs in this Century, 
the Catholicks were the Agreflors. 

Lewis the Xtllth was now Sixteen Years Old, and 
confidering the Advances Princes make by the Advan¬ 
tages of Education, one wou’d think he might have 
been able to judge of his Intereft, and determine for 
himfelf with the Afliftanceof Wife Counfellors, yet 
the French Lords all over the Kingdom,' took no No¬ 
tice of him. The Queen Mother and her Creatures^ 
manag’d all things at their Plea fare*, in the Provin¬ 
ces the Governors were entirely Matters,' leaving 
the Name only to their.King. What hinder’d 
them from Eftablifhing the Power they pretended 
to? : ii Religion,- and F$a? of the Sin of 
ff ReSftaflce ? 
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Refiftance? Every Day did one or other of them 
Refill, and every Man of 'em in his Turn. Vajfor 
gives us the True Reafon of the Pa [five Difpofiti- 
on of the Grandees of France . Such 
Vol. II. Part is their Genius , fays he, that they carry 
II. Bock II. on their Haughtiness to the ut mo ft In - 
folence whenever they find the Go¬ 
vernment to be meek but fo foon as the Kings 
Authority is well fettled , they do not only Obey with 
a Profound and Lawful Refpett, but creep like the 
meaneft of Slaves and Villains. That this Reign 
was a weak one, may be feen by the Chara&er of 
the Prince who Reign’d, which I fhall take out 
of the Hifthry of the Ediil of Nantz. ci The 
u King, fays the Hiftorian , was hardly minded at 
€i Court: He was Young, and of a weak Con- 
<c ftitution. He lov’d Hawking and Mufick, and 
a pafs’d his Time in thofe little Amufements, lea- 
<c ving the Sole Authority of the Government to 
u the Queen his Mother. He was neverthelefs Jea- 
u lous of his Power, even to excels, though he 
neither underftood, nor cou’denjcy it. During 
(C the whole Courfe of his Life, he never cou’d 
exert it himfelf, nor fuffer it in the Hands of 
c ‘ another. It was equally impoffible for him not 
to raifehis Favourites to a vaft degree of Power, 
iC and to endure them, when poilelVd of the Gran- 
cC dieur to which he had rais’d them himfelf. By 
ci making them fuch, he put them in a State to 
<c difpleafe him. His Sentiments were conceal’d in 
(C his ow r n Heart, and whereas he only com muni* 
cc cated them to a few, thofe who are of Opinion 
Ci that there is always a Miflery in the Conduit 
cc of Princes, accus’d him of a Black and profound 
cc Diffimulation. To fay the Truth, the Reafon 
cc of his Silence was, that he neither confided 
cc in himfelf nor in others, and that he had a 
u great deal of Timoroufnefs and Weaknefs, &c • 
He had as yet had no Favourite of his own : He 
never lov’d U Ancre , and the Firft Man he be¬ 
llow’d his Affeilion on, rofe to a greater height 
of Fortune and Power, and us’d both worfe than 
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£Ver Conctyni did, blit he was better born with be* 
ckufe he waij k French Man. The Man I am fpeaking* 
of, yfitS Honor e Albert tit Luines , a Man aim oft 
Unknown, infoftiucb that it*was queftion’d whether 
he w r a§ Born a Gentleman, ' Heinfinaated himfelf in¬ 
to his Majefty’s Royal Favour, by prefenting him 
with two Wary Angles, ftoght to fly at final! Bii'cfc 
in Hedges, worth abotit* fit Shillings which was esf- 
treamly Weil laid outy for-it purchas’d hi nr the Con- 
ftableV Staff of FhdnceJ The King was Charm’d 
with rii£*Prefent,'taking ' great deal of Pleafurc 
to fee thofe little Birds imitate thofe of a higher 
Flight, and Luinei Way Very careful to have him 
Well fuppfy^d wftlil them , J 'when he found how 
mightily his* Majefty was taken with them. No 
Body* thought 'him capable of perfwading the King* 
to ahy ;: thing but the' Pleafures of Hawking, but 
they w'ere niiftaken, for Luines- perceiving the Af- 
Cendant he had got over the King’s Mind, left the 
Pleafure or Hawking to his Majefty, and thought 
himfelf ofenjoying t;hofe of Power; The Marefchal 
JD\ Aricre few as fopn as any one, how Luines got 
Ground diil^ in Ltwjs's Favour, and to fupport 
lfis Q\Vr?^<iciining dnterefh premis’d him his Pro- 
tefticrti,*Whbpes of that of Luines if he fhou’d w r ant 
if. WKStf the Marefchal return’d from his Go¬ 
vern men tmf Normandy, he v/as afraid, that inftead 
of ferying^him, as he at firft expe&ed, Luines was 
become his r Secret Enemy, and that he employ’d 
himfelfabdut fometlut/g more important than Huntr. 
ing and Hawking. Upon which meeting him one 
Day, he fed;with an angry Loolf, M. de Luines 
the Kirtg Vobks upon me'with, an Evil* Eye;, but you 
fnalt be anfwerable foFiti This was enough to make 
Luines fenfible that he was' in danger of being un¬ 
done, jmlefs' he cou’tl pfeVent it, by ruining the # 
Marefchal, which made hilii do, his utjhoft to in-; 
creafe the' Averfton; hb'-faw the King 1 had for him." 
He gave the DifafFe&ed Lords to tinderftahd, on" 
what FooHD’ AncreRooA y^ith his Majefty, which 
they we're not acquainted with before, and the King 
falling dahgeroufly ill/ Luines took care to let him 
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know how much the News of it afBifted the Lords 
at Soiffons, where they moftly refided The Car¬ 
dinal de Guife coming to Paris, joyn’d himfelf with 
Luir.es , and they both fo wrought upon the King, 
that he himfelf enter’d into the Confederacy againft 
Conchini, declaring it wou’d be a great Satisfaction 
to him, if the Lords who had forfaken the Court, 
wou’d continue to be well United together, and 
never be reconcil’d to the Marefchal D’ Ancve j 
Luines gave them Information of it, and the De¬ 
ft rudiion of Conchini was now a thing they look’d- 
upon as accomplifh’d. 

The Italian endeavour’d on his Part, to fix himfelf 
more fecurely than ever •, he put the Queen Mo* 
ther on removing Du Fair, Keeper of the Seals,- 
whofe Place was given to Mangos, a Gafcon Law¬ 
yer, who never rofe higher than to prefide in a 
Country Court. All Men,- fays Vaffor, were migh- 
tily diffatisfy'd to fee a Magifirate of fuch ex¬ 
traordinary Reputation and Merit , turn’d out only 
to make room for an unworthy Creature of Conchini, 
The Parliament paid fo much Honour to Du Fair , 
that they fent Two of their Members to him to- 
know whether he had voluntarily deliver’d up 
the Seals, or whether the King had taken them 
from him. He only anfwer’d by recommending, 
his Succefibr, plainly declaring, that he faw his 
Integrity and Probity were not agreeable to the 
Relilh of thofe who pretended to Govern the King¬ 
dom. At the fame time that Mangot was made 
Keeper of the Seals, Richlieu , Bilhop of Lucon , was 
made Secretary of War, to the great Indignation 
of the People. Richlieu , fays my Author, was 
quite tir’d of reading Holy Books , and the Fathers 
of the Church, and therefore let the World talk as 
it wou’d, had follicited for an Employment which 
was fitter to enter him further into State Affairs, 
and to fatisfy his Boundlefs Ambition than that of 
Great Almoner to the Queen. 

Luines being thus gam’d by the Malecon tents,- 
and egg’d, on by the hopes of his enriching him¬ 
felf by the Spoils of Conchini, took advantage of 
~ ' ~ the-- 
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the King’s Foible which he knew, and fill’d his 
Head with Jealoufies and Vexations againft thof® 
who had abus’d his Authority and Treafure. Three 
Men ferv’d him in that Defign -, Deagean , a Subtle, 
Violent, Ambitious Man, Fir ft Clerk to Barbin, 
Conchini’s Creature, lately put into Jeamins' s Place. 
This Man betray'd his Mailer, and canie every 
Night to give the King an Account how they play’d 
with his Power. Marfillac , an inconfiderable Per- 
fon, feconded in the Day by his Difcourfe, what 
Deagean advanc’d by Night, the fame Man that 
Rochfort , the Prince of Co-ne'e ’s Favourite Can’d, 
as has been before related, Defplans, a Soldier in 
the Guards, but the only Man of Parts among them, 
was Deagean. I lhall not enter into the Detail of 
their Contrivances, to bring the Young King to 
confent to the Aflaffination of Conchini: They 
fbmetimes Councild, fometimes perfwaded, but 
moft often, and tnoft fuccefsfully frighten’d him, 
till they had got out of him an Order for the 
Marefchal’s Murder. 

One lhall hardly ever hear of a Prince’s giving 
his Order for the Aflaffination of fo great an Of¬ 
ficer, in the Face of Day in his own Palace, and 
in view of the whole Court. Murders have been 
frequently enough committed in fuch Places pri¬ 
vately, but for a King who is the Guardian of the 
Law, to break it fo openly, fo bloodily, is hardly 
to be parallel’d in all Chrtftian Story. As Potent 
as fome of the Grandees of France might be by 
their Friends, their Family, their Government, 
their Eftates, what need he have been afraid of 
bringing a Foreigner to Juftice, which all the King¬ 
dom demanded of him ? Did not he or his Con¬ 
fidents, who knew better, know that Juftice wou’d 
not have touch’d the Life and Eftate of this too 
happy Stranger in the Favours of Fortune ? And 
where was there ever in Chriflendorn , a King, but 
a Bench King, that Commiftion’d a Captain of his 
Guards to Cut a Courtier’s Throat, or Piftol him 
in his Houfe, without Proof of any Crime defer- 
ving Death. God be thank’d our Hiftorics are not 
H 3 ftain’d 
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flain’d with any thing' lb black \ we have had 
Great Men Murder’d, but a Compliment has been 
paid to the Law in committing the Murder, ’Twas 
by the Form of Law, that the Lord Ruffel^ and 
Collonel Sydney dy’d ^ apd if the Earl of Effex 
was Murder’d, it was in his Clofet, and by Ruf¬ 
fians of another fort of Character, than that of a 
Marefchal of France. 

There were ’tis true, Lords in France in thofe 
Days, that cou’d not have been taken off without a 
Battel, but D } Jncre was not in fuch Credit i and as 
the Courts of Juftice then flood affetted, it is pro- 
bable there was no occafion of putting the Cap¬ 
tain of the King’s Guards on fuch a Butchery. 

I have in the aforegoing Pages mention’d one 
of thofe Lords, the Marefchal de Lefdifguieres , 
and his making War againft the Spaniards , in con¬ 
junction with the Duke of Savoy , contrary to the 
Orders of the Court*, an Event more extraordi¬ 
nary happen’d not in this Period, and therefore I 
fhall relate it 

As foon as Charles Emanuel , Duke of Savoy , had 
by his Intrigues with the Marefchal, thought him- 
felf fure of him, he wrote a very obliging Letter 
£o delire his Trufty Friend and Good Neighbour , 
to perform the Promifes he had fevergi Times 
snade him, to aflift him with the Forces of"the 
French King, in cafe the Governour of Milan ihou’d 
irefufe to execute what his Catholick Majefty had 
promis'd by the Treaty of of which King 
Lewis had made himfelf Mediator and Guarantee. 
The Marefchal prefs’d the Cqurt for Leave to 
march to fuccour the Duke of Savoy^ from whom 
he had receiv’d confiderable Remittances, and ex- 
petted more *, but the Queen Mother, who had 
newly enter’d into a ftrift Alliance with Spain y by 
a Double Match, wou’d not hear of it. She was 
fo far from complying on a fecond Exprefs from 
Lefdifguieres on the fame Subjett, that a Declara¬ 
tion was publifh’d, forbidding his Levies of Men 
under Pain of High Treafon : However, what by 
the Perfwafion of his belov’d La Meyranc > and 
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the Sollicitations of the Prince of Piedmont^ with 
whom he had an Interview, he refolv’d to raife an 
Army,, and joyn the Duke of Savoy . Several Mef- 
fages were fent to him to oblige him to defifr, 
fometimes by Flatteries, fometimes by Threats. 
The King of Spain offer’d him Money to raife 40000 
Men to Conquer Savoy for himfelf, but that was 
an Artifice too thin not to be penetrated by fuch 
a Politician as he. New Orders came from Court 
forbidding him to march his Forces into Foreign 
Countries. Thefe Orders had no more Force than 
the reft. I am novo marching , fays the Marefchal, 
to the Affiftance of his Highnefs the Duke of Savoy, 
again ft the Intention and exprefs Orders of the Court . 
But upon fome Occafions we ought to difobey our own 
Mafter , to ferve him better according u his real 
Interefts. The Parliament of Grenoble had Inftru&i- 
on to verify the Orders fent him, and to endea¬ 
vour to perfwade him not to march. He gave 
them the hearing, banter’d that Awful Senate, as 
I doubt not the Advocates often call them, gave 
them the Royal Orders to verify, tho* againft his 
marching, and at that very Inftant march’d his 
Army under the Windows of the Parliament Cham¬ 
ber, the Magiftrates fitting upon their Fleurs de 
Lis , and feeing with great Indignation this infuf- 
ferable Contempt of the King’s and their Audio* 
rity. Vaffor writes thus on this Occafion, What 
difference good God , between the Great Lords of 
thofe Times,, and thofe who Live under the prefent 
Reign ! A Letter under the Signet , What fay I ? 
A Word from a Alinifter of State noiv y makes them 
all to tremble more cringing ft iff than that unworthy 
Roman, who Liv'd in the Time of Tiberius, they 
believe that the Power of the King is unconfind , 
and that a Blind Obedience to the moft Vnjuft Com¬ 
mands , and moft contrary to the Publick Weal of the 
Kingdom , makes all the Glory and Diftinflion of an 
Officer of the Cmvn , a Peer of France, and a Prince 
of the Blood . 
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Several Letters were written in the King’s Natae 
to the difcontented Lords, and Anfwers receiv’d 
from them •, that to the Duke de Mayenne , was 
written by the Bifnop of Lucot 7, afterwards Car¬ 
dinal deRichlieu^ wherein that Florid Prelate makes 
his Majefty fay, If a Sovereign has' any Obligation 
to a Subjcllj I confefs my felf indebted to your Fa* 
ther . The Genius^ lays a French Hiftorian, of that 
Flattering and Ambitious Courtier , began to dift over 
it felf by this Jnfnuation* But whatever the Bifhop 
made the King fay, his Majefty knew nothing of 
the matter, and his Favourite kept a Correfpon- 
dence with the Difcontented Lords, whom the Mi- 
niftry had declar’d Rebels} and the Parliament fo 
zealous for the Reformation of the State, and the 
removal of £>’ Ancre a few Months ago, confirm’d 
that Declaration *, in which was inferred the Pre- 
ftdent Le Jay , one of thejr own Members, Re- 
monftrances and Manifeftcs flew about daily. The 
Lords anfwer’d the King’s Declaration, and parti¬ 
cularly the Duke de Nevers wrote a Letter to the 
Pope in his Juftification, wherein he pretended, 
that as Guarantee of the Treaty of Loudon , he 
was oblig’d to take Arms to defend it againft thofe 
who had broken it. The Court wou’d not allow 
the Guaranty of the King of Great Britain , and 
here one of their own ^ubjefts ufurp that Quality. 
How ftrangely different is one Century from ano¬ 
ther?' If there are not Dukes in France , who are 
not cf the Blood of fo Illuftrious a Defcent as the 
Duke^e Nevers , yet there are ftill Dukes and Peers, 
who have as good an Opinion of themfclves and 
their Family, durft the Proudeft and moft Potent 
of them pretend to be Guarantee of any one of 
the prcfent King’s Edifts., and take Arms if he 
broke it? What a want of Dukes and Peers wou’d 
there foon be, to fill up that Auguft Affembly, 
the Parliament of Paris . 

On the Subjett of thefe Manifeftos, Letters and 
Remonftrances,my Author writes: As fuch Pamphlets 
do principally come Abroad in Times of Civil War , 
}0 prepojfefs and ftir up the People J fo the Publijh - 
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prs thereof fancy they have a Privilege to fay or 
write ~any pittiful Stuffs provided it has but Sting 
and Malice enough to make Impreffion on the Minds 
of Ignorant , Common People ; and that will have 
greater Effett^ than all the Solid Arguments in the 
World. 

In this Difpute, the Loyalty of the Reform’d 
was fo Exemplary, that ’ris ftrange there fhou’d 
be fo much Ingratitude in Princes, as not always 
to confefs and reward it. The JunClure feem^d 
fair for them to procure Satisfaction for the In¬ 
fractions made on their Edicts. There was an 
extraordinary Afiembly at Eochel , on Account of 
D’ Epernori* s Attempt on that City, and the Duke 
de Fendome offer’d to put himfelf at the Head of 
them, if they wou’d joyn with the Difcontented 
Lords, which notwithftanding all the Intrigues of 
the Marefchal de Bouillon , they refus’d to do : But 
they publifh’d a fort of Manifefto of their Grei-> 
vances, and having provided for the Security of 
Rochelle , in cafe of any other Attempt upon it, 
they broke up their Affembly as foon as they heard 
of U Ancre's Death. This Seffion was not war¬ 
ranted by Writ from Court, and their Enemies 
endeavour’d to mifreprefent it to the Queen and 
Miniftry, tho* none cou’d think it unwarrantable, 
when an Army was brought before the Walls of 
a City, which was their greateft Security. 

The Queen and her Confidents being Jealous of 
the growing Favour of Euines^ thought it their In- 
tereft to ruin the Difcontented Party as foon as 
poffible, and then they imagin’d they might eafily 
drive him from Court, An Army was fent againft 
the Duke de Nevers in Champaigne , another againft 
the Duke de Mayeme , who w 7 as forc’d to fhut 
himfelf up in Sot font* The Royal Armies being 
fo much Superior to the Lord s Forces, that they 
cou*d not make Head againft them, the New Fa¬ 
vourite on his fide faw, that if the Lords were 
difpers’d, and their Party broken, D l Ancre wou’d 
Eftablifh himfelf more firmly than ever, and then 
he wou'd certainly put his Threats in Execution, 
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to make him anfwerable for the King's Coldnels 
to him. This put Luines , his Two Brothel's, De- 
agean and the Confpirators, on quickning his Ma« 
jetty’s Fears of Conchini's Defigns againft his Life. A 
Thoufand Terrible Stories they invented of him, I 
fhall content my felfwith relating one of their Con¬ 
trivances, becaufe it was that which determin’d him 
to confent to the. Murder of £>’ Ancre. 

Some Men appointed and Inftrufted by Luines , 
enter’d one Evening into the King’s Chamber with 
a fad and difmal Countenance, lhe deep Silence 
they were in for fonie Moments, ftir*d up the 
King’s Curiofity to ask them the Caufe of fuch 
extraordinary Sadnefs: The Men figh’d, and gave 
him . to underftand, they durft not be fo bold as 
to fpeak, for fear of their Lives. King Lewis ftill 
more frightned, commanded them to fpeak, and 
at laft one of the Company broke Silence. S/V, 
faid he, fighing as if from the bottom of his Soul, 
The Citizens of Paris are tn a very great Confierna - 
tion\ your Good and Faithful Subjects are afraid for 
your Precious Life: They Weep and Lament , you 
are in the Hands of Italians*, and what ought they 
not to fear from Perfons who know fo well how to 
make uje of Poifon^ to come to the End of their De- 
Jjgn . They had before infinuated to him, that 
Katharine de Medicis wou’d have murder’d her 
Son Charles the IXth in the fame manner, to make 
room for her Favourite Son, Henry Duke d' An - 
jou'-j and that Mary d* Medicis might do the fame 
for her belov’d Son Gafion , Duke de Anjou , the 
Kings Brother. Upon this, Lewis the Xlllth, 
confented to the Affaffination of Conchini , and the 
removal of the Queen his Mother. 

Before the Bloody Faft was perpetrated, the 
Bifhop of Lucon , who found how matters were 
going, and that his Protettor the Marefchal D * 
Ancre , was not likely to be able to ferve him 
Jong, fent a Kinfman of his Luines , to offer him 
Richlieu 9 s Service. He has taken upon him , faid his 
Kinfman to the New Favourite, the Place of Se¬ 
cretary of St ate , with a full Defign to ferve the King . 
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He has obferv’d with an extream Regret, That 
things have 'dot been well manafdy and that his Ma- 
jefty is dijfatisfyd with it. If his Majefly woud be 
pleased to accept of the Services of M. au Lucon, 
and receive him into the Number of his MinifterSy 
you foall be^ Sir* exactly inform d of all the Refolu- 
/ions taken in the Secret Council of the Queen Mo¬ 
ther. Richlicu had afterwards a Private Interview 
with the King and Luines , and engag'd to betray 
his Two Benefaftors, Mary de Me did s and Con- 
cbiniy on Condition that he ihou’d keep his Place, 

Is it not on the Genius and Politicks of this 
Prelate, that the late Greatnefs of the French Mo¬ 
narchy was Founded ? See therefore what thefc Po¬ 
liticks are, what their Foundation •, and think what¬ 
ever Turns happen in the Affairs of Europe , whe¬ 
ther a Monarchy, whole Greatnefs is fo Founded, 
can be favour’d by Heaven, and that Greatnefs be 
lading. 

King Lewis being at a lofs which way to rid 
himfelfofhis Wardfhip, had a mind to fly to \ Meaux % 
there to Summon his Subje&s from all Parts to 
his Affiftance ; fome propos’d.to him to make a Pre¬ 
tence togc to the Parliament, and there caufe the 
Marefchal to befeiz’d in his Prefence *, others talk’d 
of flying to the Difcontented Lords, but Luines was 
for quick Difpatch *, and tho’ when the Aftion was 
on the Point of being done, boggled a little a, 
Word or two' from his braver Brothers. Cademt 
and Rrantes diflipated all his Apprehenfions: He 
communicated the Defign to Tiny, Captain of the 
Guards, who undertook it readily, in hopes of 
Conchim s Batton, and Orders were given for his 
being Arreftedy as they call’d it in the Louvre. All 
things being in readinefs on the 24th of Aprily 
\ 6 \-]y the Marefchal coming to the Louvre , attend¬ 
ed by his own Train of Gentlemen, the great Gate 
was open’d to him, and fhut upon him immediate¬ 
ly. A Man who flood over the Gate, gave three 
Flourifhes with his Hat in the Air, the Signal that 
Vitri had order’d to acquaint him, that the Ma- 
irefchal was enter’d. Vitriy Captain of the Guards, 
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comes coldly out of the Swiizers Ha|l, with bis 
Cloak upon his Shoulders, and bis Staff in his Hand. 
Du Hallai , his Brother Perfan , Captain v pf the Ba- 
ftile, and fome other Ruffians, who were difperfs’d 
in feveral Places, joyn’d him as if by Accident. 
They went all to meet Concbtni , without Shewing 
the leaft Affectation. Among the Gentlemen who 
waited on the Marefchal, were fome of Vitri s Ac¬ 
quaintance, who Complimented him, Saluted him, 
and took him by the Hand. In the mean while, 
Conchini went on beyond the Captain of the Guards, 
who having loft fight of him, ask’d, Where is the 
Marefchal D’ Ancre? There he is (aid they, point¬ 
ing at Conchini reading of a Letter . Vitri made 
up to him, and laying his Hand upon hn Right 
Arm, (aid, I Arreft Ton, Sir, by the Order of the 
King y Who me l reply’d the Marefchal in a very 
great Surprize 5 Tes 7 you , your /elf , anfvver’d Vitri^ 
holding him by the Arm with all his Strength, 
and at the fame time beckon’d to Du Hallai , Per 
fan and others, who were appointed to be his Mur? 
derers. Thefe Affaffins di(charg’d Three Piftols 
dole at him, and Ccnchini fell Dead to the Ground 
upon his Knees, half thrown back on the Parapet 
of the Bridge, which was then at the Louvre. The 
Ruffians bafely ran him through with their Swords, 
after he was Dead * ? Vitri kick’d him with his Feet, 
and laid him at his full length, for which, very- 
fuddenly, he will be dignify’d with the Honour 
of a Marefchal of France f 

Thus fell Conchino Conchini % vvhofe greateft Fault 
was, that he was not a French Man ; and yet that 
was no fuch a Fault in the Marefchals Trivulei and, 
StrozjU , both Italians as well as D Ancre. Confi- 
dering the Maxims and Practices ot Favourites in 
all Ages and all Courts, Conchini was much more 
fufferable than many that we read of ^ and his 
Succeflor Luines , will ’ere long, let them feel the 
difference between a Man of good Nature with his 
Pride, and one as Infolent as he was Powerful. 

Before we enter farther into this Tragedy, I 
fhall give the Character of D f Ancre 7 as given by 
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the Marefchal D* Tflrees in his Memoirs ot the 
Regency of Mary ch Aledicts. When I reflett, fays 
he, on me Death of the Marefchal D’ Ancre, t can 
attribute it only to' 1 his Evil Defray. He was Na¬ 
turally a Well ire d Per fori, and had difobligd very 
few People. 'Tis not tafily to be comprehended for 
what all France roft againf him : He was agreea¬ 
ble in his Pc-rfon,'-Graceful" on Horfcback, and in* 
deed in all his ether Exercifes. His Converfation 
Was Sweet and Eajje \ his Thoughts Towering and 
Ambitious *, and yet he conceal'd them upon fome Oc- 
cafions. He never defir d to come to the Kings 
Council . This was the Man whom the French treated 
in the Barbarous manner that has been, and will 
be related , fuch extraordinary Events as thefe de¬ 
serving to be treated of at large, they being equally 
Inftruttive and Entertaining. 

The Queen Mother furpriz’d at the hearing of 
Piflois ciifcharg'd in the Louvre , bid one of her 
Maids of Honour look out of the Window, and 
inquire what was the matter. The Lady* feeing 
the Captain of the Guards, ask’d him the Occa- 
fion. of that Diforder. Titri anfwer’d without any 
Concern, the Marefchal D’ Ancre is kill'd : Who 
was the Murderer ? faid Ihe. My felf reply’d 
Vitri as ferioufly as before; The King Commanded 
me to do it. The Lady prefently drew in her 
Head, and acquainted Mary de AEedicis with it, 
who upon the News of it, puli d off all her Head- 
Clothes, and with her Hair dilhrivell’d, ran about 
the Room wringing of her Hands in a moft def- 
perate manner, being ftunn’d at this unexpe&ed 
Blow, not for Conchini s Death, but for the Lofs 
of her Authority, as ihe exprefs’d herfelf after¬ 
wards, when fhe was more Miftrefs of her Rea- 
fon, laying, 1 am not troubled that the King has 
caus'd the Marefchal D’ Ancre to be murder'd, if 
he thought it necejjary for the Good of the Kingdom , 
but the Mtfiruft he has flow'd towards me , in con - 
sealing his Refolution from his own Mother f gives 
me a very great AffUEhon . And fhe had Realon 
to be apprehenfive of her Son's Goldnefs to her. 
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as (he found prefently by Experience; for Vitrt 
difarm’d her Guards, and his Majefty refus’d to' 
lee her. 

The Farce they, made Lewis the XHIth play 
after this Tragedy, as very extraordinary. Asfoon 
as the Piftols went off, a Man ran in a Fright 
to the King’s Chamber, crying out, They have mfe’d 
the Alarefchal D’ Ancre, he is coming up with his 
Aien-f and their Swords in their Hands *, Ton had 
hefty Sir, take care of Tour felf What Jkall I do ? 
lays the King to Du Bellier ? Who anfwer’d, Since 
Tour ATajefty J}?ews fo much Courage, go meet . 'em, 
run them through, and every Body that dares re - 
fijlyou. *Tis very probable, as Vajfor fays, thistvas 
a Trick play’d on purpofe by Luines’s Contrivance, 
to keep his Fears awake, and make him own the 
Murder. The King takes his Sword very Manful¬ 
ly, and marches into the Great Hall, where they 
told him D' Ancre was kill’d, and making him: 
fliew himfelf to the Crowd in the Court of the 
V Ouvre, where he faw the Captain of the Guards, 
he cry’d, I thank you Vitri, now I am King of 
France. He bad the Soldiers To Arms, To Arms . 

Nothing was heard ail over the Palace and City, 
but Vive le Roy, The King is now King, the Mem¬ 
bers of Parliament running fo fall, that they left 
their fquare Caps and Hoods, to pay their Com¬ 
pliments to his Majefty, as did all the Princes, 
PrincefTes, and People of Quality*, the Crowd be- 
ing fo great, that the King was forc’d to get up¬ 
on his Billiard Table to receive their Homages 
And there are a hundred Stories of his Majefty’s 
fine Repartees, which not anfwering the other 
Parts of his Life, I do not think there’s any need : 
of remembring, as being put into his Mouth ei- r 
ther then or afterwards. 

The moft Infamous Circumftance that attended 
this Murder, was the Flattery of the Parliament 
of Paris , the Supream Court of Judicature in France , 
and the only French Senate Parts cou’d boaft oft'*' 
7 he King, faid they, upon a Queftion whether the 
Marefchal’sCarcafs lhou’dbe Try’d, has caus'd the 
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Marefchal D’ Ancre to be kill'd , whofe Crimes were 
Notorious. The Confent of his Majefty alone , covers 
all the wants of Formalities . lo go about now to 
make Procefs upon the Trunk of a Dead Man , woud 
be thereby to call in Quejhon the Power of the King . 
I fhall repeat here the very Words of a French 
Hiftorian. 4C What do I hear, Good God! Are 
tc thefe who fpeak fo, Magiftrates of the Firfl 
<c Tribunal of France? It woud be to call in Quefli- 
c: on the Power of \ the King. Has he then a Pre- 
cc rogative to put Men to Death without due Tryai 
<c and Procefs according to Lav; ? Such are the 
“ fatal and deteftable Confequences of that Prin- 
‘ c ciple, which allow to Kings an Arbitrary Pow • 
er, and makes them Mafters of the Lives and 
<c Fortunes of their Subjefts. The Confent of his 
u Majefty alone covers all Formalities. By this Bar- 
4i barous and Cruel Axiom (more fit to be alledg’d 
u in the Divan 6f a Mahometan Soveraign, than 
u in the Council of the Moft Chriftian King) they 
Ci may very well juftify the Mafiacre committed 
“ on St. Bartholomew's Day. Charles the iXth pre- 
cc tended, that the Crimes of Admiral de Coligny y 
* c and of all thofe Brave French Gentlemen whofe 
Cl Throats were Cut that Day, were ftill more 
<c Notorious, than thofe the Marefchal D > Ancre 
<c was fufpefled to be Guilty of. And cou’d the 
€i bare Confent of that Inhumane King, Cover the 
<c want of Formalities ? What Reafon have thofe 
<c Gentlemen of the Parliament, to fuppofe that 
u the Crimes of Conchini were Publick and No- 
cc torious? They were never prov'd. He was Con- 
u demnd, as being Guilty of High Treafon, by 
u that very Sentence which was pronounc’d againft 
u the Unfortunate Galigai , whereby fhe was Con- 
u demn d to lofe her Head. But it is to be wifh’d, 
<c even for the Reputation fake of the Parliament 
<c of Paris, that the Remembrance of that Wicked 
<c Judgement might be for ever obliterated. 

What might I not fay on this Head how do 
Refleftions croud tiiemfelves upon me *, but that of 
all of them which touches me moft, is, that I muft 
’ * keep 
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keep them to my felf. Twas pretended that D 
Ancrc made fome Refiftance, which is falfe \ he 
only exprefs’d his Aftonifhment by fome Words: 
And the Three Commiffion’d Affaflins, the Three 
Gentlemen, as Delbene phras’d it at the Prince of 
Conde's Apprehenfion, Shot him Dead upon the Spot, 
with the King's Confent. 

kichlieu having loft his Prote£lors, and doubting 
whether his proffer'd Service wou’d be accepted 
now the King had taken the Government into his 
own Hands, went however and prefented himfelf 
to his Majefty. Well) M . de Lucon , faid King Lewis 
fitting ftill upon his Billiard Table, / am at lafl de¬ 
liver'd from your Tyranny . The Bifhop was put 
quite out of Countenance at tbefe Words, and 
while he was preparing to fay fomething in his 
own Juftification, the King bluntly commanded 
him to withdraw. Lulnes began to have a Jea- 
loufy of the Bifhop’s Artifices and Ambition, and 
was glad the King had already forgot the great 
hopes he had given Rlchlleu fome Days before. 
The good Prelate had his Friends that put his 
Majefty in mind of it, and Lulnes fent him word, 
that tho’ Filleroy was reflor’d to the Office of 
Secretary of State, yet that of Counfellor was 
refer v’d for him, and an Officer was order’d to wait 
upon him as from the King, to, the Door of the 
Chamber where the Council was then fitting. As* 
foon as Villeroy and the Old Minifters heard they- 
were bringing in Rlchlleu , they ftarted fo many 
Difficulties, that the Bifhop did not care to go 
into the Council, but flay’d without the Door, un¬ 
der Pretence of difcourfing the Firft Prefident, and 
finding his continuing at Court, when all the Friends 
and Servants of Mary de Medlcis w r ere fo ill treated, 
gave Jealoufy that he had betray’d her. He thought 
it at that time, his Wifeft way to quit his Pre¬ 
tention to the Place of a Councellor of State. 
Barbin being apprehended, fell a railing at his Pro¬ 
testor Conchini, and fhew’d that his Soul was fo 
throughly bafe, both in his Ingratitude to his Pa • 
on, and his Treachery and Ccrrupridn* that he 

better 
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better deferv’d the Fate of D y Ancre^ than that 
Unfortunate Italian : Yet fo high had he been in 
Favour, that Richlieu once courted him to marry 
his Sifter, who was afterwards Mother of the 
Firft Princefs of the Blood, Barbin not thinking 
her worthy of him. 

The Ufage Caligai , the Wife of the Marefchal, met 
with* was fHH more Barbarous than any, when (he 
heard her Husband was kill'd,fhe immediately hid her 
Jewels in the Feathers of her Bed, and lay'upon it,' 
pretending Indifpofition ; but fome of Vitris Men 
made her get up* and upon fearch they found the 
Treafure. They rob’d her of her very Stockings,' 
infomuch that fhe was, forc’d to borrow fome of 
her Son’s finall Money to buy fome Liiinen Ones* 
for this Lady of a Marefchal of France , who the 
Day. before had been fo Richly Drefs’d. As fhe was 
carrying to the Place of her Confinement, fhe bore 
the Affront of the Infolent Soldiers, and the Infults 
of her Enemies like a Heroine. She was not feen 
to fhed a Tear, and what fhe faid was with De¬ 
cency and without Paffion. My Husband has been 
kill'd , faid fhe to the Guards, Is not that enough\ 
let the King give me leave then to remove out of 
France, But that wou’d not do Luines s Bu- 
finefs, who wanted the Forfeiture of the Marefchal s 
Coods,and therefore fhe was to dye by the Hands of 
the Common Hangman. Accordingly fhe was re¬ 
mov’d from the ~ Louvre to the Baftile, and thence 
to the Common Goal, fuffering all the Indignities 
that Cruelty and Iftfolence Cou’d offer her. The 
Guards feizd alfo a very Lovely Youth, the Son 
of Conchini and Galigai , took from him his Hat 
and Cloak, and us’d him fo barbaroufly, that the Lad 
in Defpair, refolv’d to ftarve himfelf to Death, and 
wou’d neither Eat nor Drink. A Gentleman of 
the Court defir’d leave of the King to take the 
Youth into his Houfe, and the Young Queen had 
likewife fome Companion upon him : She fent him 
Sweat-Meats, and order’d, him to be brought to 
her. She had been told he Danc’d very prettily^ 
ana vnVd fjsed? hate him Dance in her Prefence. 

I A 
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A very improper time for the poor Creature to 
be put upon fuch an Exercife ; however he obey’d her 
Commands, and ’twas obfervable he did his utrnoft 
to conceal from her that Grief which almoft over¬ 
whelm’d him. I muft own I was extreamly touch’d 
at reading this Story, and have a very mean O- 
pinion of the. Tendernefs of that Princefs, for the 
Misfortunes of a Child involv’d in them , by 
thole of his Parents y and the Horror of the Con- 
clufion of this Tragedy is fuch, that hardly any 
Hiftory can parallel. . After the Corpfe of the Ma- 
refchal had been bury'd privately in a Church near 
the Louvre, the -Rabble broke into it, dug up his 
Grave, took out the Corpfe, drag’d it to the Pont- 
neuf, where a Gallows had been fet up to Hang 
fome Perfons -accus’d of aflifting the Difcontentea 
Party- A Footman offer’d his Service to tye up the 
Corpfe by the Feet, faying, He threatend to hang me 
not. long ag.o. Galigai wondering at the Noife lhe 
heard, ask’d her, Keepers what was the matter, they 
anfwer’d, -The 'People are.,going to hang yoyr Hus¬ 
band , yet lhe did not weepy and having not lately 
been very, fond of him, fhefaid, They ufe him as 
he d.eferver, -He' was a bad, Man, Proud and-Hr - 
rcgant. The Mob pluck’d .out the Eyes of the Dead 
Marefchal, cut off his Nofe.and Ears, his Privy 
Members and hls-Arms; then divided them felyes into 
.Bands, and eadi Band drag’d a Part of his Body 
about the Streets. A Man well enough drefs’d, 
open’d his Belly, thruft his Hand into it, and drew 
it out again, bei'mear’d with his Blood, and lick’d 
it. Another took his Heart, -broil’d it upon Burning 
Coals, and eat it,- dipping every. Bit in Vinegar. 
The Trunk was drag’d to the Grave , the Baftille , 
before the Hotel ,of Condo-, and even before his own 
Houfe. The Rabble at laft weary’d with their 
Barbarities,- Burnt one part of the Corpfe at the 
Grave , and the other on the Pontneuf. The Gal¬ 
lows ferv’d to make the Fire y his Aihes were ga¬ 
ther’d up and fold by the Ounce, 
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Is this the* Delicate, the Polite Nation, that pre" 
tends to ,be the iPattern ofPolitenefs and Delicacy 
for all the World to imitate ? I queftion if .the Hir 
{lories of the Ruffes or Tartars^ has any thing fo hor¬ 
rid and deteftable in it. All the Rqafon^they had 
to hate Concbtni , was, becaufe- the Queen -Mother 
lov'd his Wife, and he did \ybat all Cqurtiers do, 
make the beft ufe he cou’d of her Fafvqi^, for his 
own Advantage, in which he was,neither to Rapa¬ 
cious nor fo Haughty, as many whprp tl^eyborejvitijf, 
without murmuring. Is it not ve&y ftrange to fee a 
Man murder d.in the Palace, apd a Declaration com,e 
out after it, that the Marefcha^JD* Viir\ for fo we 
mu ft now call the Murderer, and the reft of his Ac¬ 
complices fhou’d never be ■ troubl'd fqv n iy^ n ‘This 
Aflafiin went to the Parliament in gr^t f Ro^p, tp 
take the Oath,of Marsfchaf pf France, nthfc'foupt 
de Soijfons, feveral Duk?s,and Peers,- fom^Q/ficers 
of the Crown, and a great Number ofvperfons q f 
Quality were prefeht atj the Ceremony. The Ad¬ 
vocates flatter’d him injtheir^Spe^che^ , and Jf none 
more than the r Advocate GfrrerAl., Morifi^ur„ Swvicn^ 
-whofe Oration on that Qc^afjon, was. the 

vileft Flattery, and moft -Notorious bfc 

faid Concbirti was a NotaryV^Sou-of Ar$z\o in Ti/f- 
cany ^ that he was the greateft Mohfter upon. Earth, 
and no Encomiums cou’d-be too great for the worthy 
ilnftrument hi? Majefty had made ufe gf deft 1.0, y 
him. Now-whatever .had J>eeft reported^of, the 
Meannefs of B'< Avert 9 * Birth,* !tis. certain H* Pfohsr 
was a Senator of Florence -bis' Grandfather 
had been employ’d’by the Great Duke in-feveraj 4 m- 
baiiies, hut Much is the Integrity of French Lawyers. 
I hope Proteftants of that ProfeiTion, cannot be 
Guilty of the like Bafenefs. The Marefchrl l)f Ancre 
had been AfTaffinated by Authority, the Marefchal de 
Vitri was the-Affafiin,arid .they eba’d not compliment 
the one, without abufing the other. 'Twas'known 
to all the World, that the Parliament of Paris had 
fnade theit Court to Conckini as much as any Body 
of Men in France^ yet the Honeft Advocate-General 
exclautfii biiwrly again# all thofe that had .ador’d. 
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the Fortune of the Marefchal If Ancre , terming it 
Coionverie, a Pitiful , Cowardly Behaviour . Yet at 
the fame time is hehimfelf adoring the Fortune of 
a Man that got it by murdering him. An Attion fo 
Villainous, that D’ Ancre cannot be charg’d with 
any thing fo bad during the whole Courfe of his Fa- 
war, tho’ *twa$ made io uneafy to him, by thofe 
mat envy'd him, that he had often Provocations to 
proceed to Extremities. The News of IT Ancre % 
Death, was receiv'd all over the Kingdom with great 
Tranfport \ every one Congratulated his Majefty 
on his affuming the Government into his own Hands, 
tho’ in Truth ’twas only changing Conchini for 
Luines. 

The Proteflants were not behind hand with the 
Papifts in this Congratulation : Du Plejjis Mornay 
was prefently made acquainted with the Revolution 
at Court, which follow’d the Death of the Maref¬ 
chal IT Ancre . He immediately fent his Son in-Law, 
Monfteur fTillatnoux thither, to Congratulate hts 
Majefty upon this kind of New Acceffion to the 
Throne. The Letter he fent by him, was fo accep¬ 
table to the King and Favourite, that it was prefent¬ 
ly publifn’d in Paris by'his Majefty’s Special Com¬ 
mand. Du Plejfis made no mention of the Queen 
Mother or Marefchal I) 1 Ancre , only Commended 
his Majefty’s Affuming the Adminiftration into his 
own Hands, and then beg’d that he wou’d be pleas'd 
to grant them their Vnqueflionable Rights the Per¬ 
formance of the feveral tdi&s made in their Favour. 
The King anfwer’d Du Plejfis’ s Letter, and faid, I 
caus’d your Letter to be read 'to me feveral timet , 
and am much pleas’d with the good Advice you give 
me therein , and will be fiure to follow it . He adds. 
He will not only give his Reform'd Subjects their Un- 
queftionable Right, but alfio Load them ivitb his Fa¬ 
vours. Du Plejjis had advis’d his Ma;efty lo fetthe 
Prince of Conde at Liberty, and recal the Bifconten- 
ted Lords. The latter was refolv’d upon, the for¬ 
mer Luines wou’d not hear of, fearing the Authority 
his Rank naturally gave , the Firft Prince of the 
Blood wou’d be an Impediment to the Boundlefs 

Power 
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Power he was aiming at. The King indeed, fent to 
acquaint the Princefs of Conde that he wou’d admit 
her to his Prefence whenever fhe wou’d come to the 
Louvre % /he went prefently, accompany’d by the 
Dutchefs de Angoulefme her Sifter, and threw her- 
felf at the King’s Feet. She thank 'd him for the Ho¬ 
nour he had done her, to admit her to wait upon his 
Majefty, and, with Tears in her Eyes, intreated him 
to beftow fome Marks of his Clemency upon the 
Firft Prince of the Blood. -Adding, Jf you do not 
think fit. Sir, to fet him at Liberty, grant me the 
Favour at leafi to fhut my fe/f up in the Baftiile, 
which Favour King Lewis anfwer’d he intended to 
grant her, laying, I love Monfieur the Prince and 
his Family, and all imaginable Care Jhall be taken of 
him, till I have put my Affairs in good Order . I 
am very forry they do not allow me as yet to grant 
him his Liberty. Tou may affure him from me, that 
1 will endeavour to content him as foon as I can. 
The Princefs went that very Day to be a Prifoner 
with her Husband in the Bajlille , where for four 
Months they expected the Performance of his 
Majefty’s Promile, but then inftead of being re¬ 
leas’d from their Confinement, they were, as an ex¬ 
traordinary Favour, remov’d to the Tower of 
Vincennes, where bis Highnefs remain’d feveral 
Years. 

The Difcontented Lords return’d to Court, with¬ 
out any Aft of Abolition, to excule their Proceed¬ 
ings, contrary to the Advice of Mm and others, 
they having been declar'd Guilty of High Treafon, 
having rais’d Soldiers, and maintain’d Treaties. 
Luines already carry’d his Ambitious Views fo 
high, that he thought of no lefs a Match than the 
Duke de Fendome' s Sifter, the Natural Sifter of 
Lewis . To ingratiate himfelf with him, he ob¬ 
tain’d a PaPs, that the Duke might return with- 
put making any Publick Submiftion and to gain 
the Friendfiiip of the other Lords, procur’d the 
fame Permiffion for them, which brought them all 
fo Court, where they were well receiv'd , and 
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the King’s Declaration reftoring them to his good 
Grace, was Regifter’d in Parliament. 

We have Teen how the State of Affairs was quite 
alter’d by the Death of Conchini , how the Queen 
Mother was depriv’d of her Authority ; her Crea¬ 
tures loft their 'Places, and fhe herfelf treated with 
all the Contempt that an lnfulting Enemy cou’d 
lhew the Mother of his Mafter. Officers and Sol¬ 
diers enter’d her Chamber, without asking her 
Leave •, Search was made in her Clofet, under her 
Bed and Trunks; and when one of her ladies of 
Honour ask’d the Reafon of that Rudenefs, fhe 
was anfwer’d, We have Orders to fee if there be 
mi feme Barrels of Gun-Powder to Blow up the 
King-, roho lyes over this Apartment \ one of the 
Doors of which, was immediately Wall'd up. The 
Draw-Bridge, which let into her Garden , was 
broken down. All her Difcourfes and Motions were 
narrowly obferv’d ; her Adminiftration was reflect¬ 
ed upon in all the King’s Declarations, where 
there was the leaft Occalion to make mention of 
it. She was abandon’d by almoft all the Lords of 
the Court} the Duke de Rohan fhew’d the molt 
Generolity on this Occafion of any of them. He 
had made his Compliment to the Queen, after 
the Treaty of Loudon , and was fincerely reconcil’d 
to her, who favourably receiv’d his Excufes for ta¬ 
king Arms. All he obtain’d by the Treaty, was 
the A durance of the Government of PoiElou. provi¬ 
ded he cou’d obtain the Duke de Sully’ s Demiffi- 
on, which he did, and in Perron follicired his Let¬ 
ters Patents for the Survivorfhip. He did it boldly 
enough, and at laft the Queen granted it him, tho’ 
the Change of Affairs hinder’d his enjoying it. How¬ 
ever, in Gratitude for this Favour, he apply d him- 
felf to the Service of that Princefs with fo much 
Fidelity, that in the end it prov’d a Ruin to him- 
felf, and consequently an unspeakable Detriment to 
the Reform’d- Intereft in France. 

In all the Commotions which happen’d in this 
Minority, we luve feen that the Papifts were the 
Agrelfors. If the Proteflants fell in with any of 

’em. 
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’em, it was as French Men, not as Hugonots . Mat" 
ters were purely Civil, and they cannot as yet be 
charg’d with the Wars that difturb’d the Regency 
of Alary de Afedicts , or the I^eign of Lewis the 
XHIth. So far was the Court of France from 
thinking it unfafe to employ them, .that there was 
no Law which excluded them from Offices, no Sa¬ 
cramental Teft to oblige them to conform to the 
National Church. Ports of the higbeft Confequence, 
as well Civil as Military, were in the, Hands of 
Proteftant Gentlemen i the Marefchal de Lefdifguir 
eres was Governor of Bauphine^ the Duke de Sully 
of PoiSlouj the Marquifs de la Force of Bearn . In 
fhort, there wou’d be no end of it, if 1 fhou’d 
go about to inflance the feveral High Offices the 
Proteftants held in France , till their Toleration 
was taken from them, as well as their Employ¬ 
ments. ’Tis well known there wer e. Party Cham¬ 
bers, ' where the Judges were compos’d of Papifts 
and Proteftants , and that even in the Moft Supream 
Court, the Parliament of Paris, the, EdiXs allow'd 
a Number of them to be Proteftants ^ yet how often 
has the Llniformity of the Religion of the Perfons em¬ 
ploy’d in Places of Profit and Truft in France , b^n 
urg’das a Pretence for the fame rigidllnion el few here ? 
True, lince the Dragoon Miffion commenc’d in the 
fame Reign that abolifh’d all thofe EdiXs, took 
away the Vnquefticnable Right of the Reform ’d, and 
inrtead of Loading ’em with Favours , Loaded ’em 
with/rmr. Since a Proteftant has not been fuffer’d 
to Live in France it rnuft be own’d a Proteftant has 
not been employ’d there, which is the mod the 
Enemies to Univerfal Liberty can make of the 
French Conftitution in thy Point *, and S tis to be 
hop’d , there is no Nation in the World befides 
France j can approve of the fame Barbarity. 

I cannot think that fuch Occafional Reflexions 
as thefe,*will be thought Tedious and Impertinent, 
in a Hiftory fo crowded with Events as this muft 
needs be, that in fo narrow a Compafs takes up 
a Period which a Hundred Hiftorians and Memoir 
Writers have written upon. 

I 4 The 
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The Duke de Rohan's being deny’d to pay his Duty 
to the Queen Mother, was not the greateft Morti¬ 
fication fhe met with, and her Son ihew’d in it an 
Infenfibility of all Natural Affettion or Humane Ten- 
dernels, very little agreeable to the Chara&er of 
that Roman, whofe Vertues and Wifdom were attri¬ 
buted to him by his Flatterers, who compar’d him 
to Lucius Junius Brutus , the Deliverer of Rowe. 
Thefe Gentlemen pretended, that as Brutus counter¬ 
feited Madnefs, the better to conceal his Delign for 
its Deliverance, fo Lewis the XHIth counterfeited 
Chilaifhnefs to deceive his Mother, and making her 
tbnkhe never aim’d at Government, to prevenr her 
Defign to hinder his aflbming it *,a Jeft we fhalLfoon 
fee difprov’d in the remaining Part of my Hifiory. 
Her Enemies were always buzzing it in his Ears, 
that his Mother and Conchini had Plotted to Poifon 
him, and fet up the Duke of Anjou on the Throne-, 
and it made fuch an Impreffion on him, he cou’d ne¬ 
ver get it out of his Head* Mary de Medicis tir’d 
out with her Confinement in the Palace, refolv’d at 
!aft to quit a Place where a few Days before fhe had 
receiv d the Homages of all France , and retire to 
Moulins in Bourbonnois , a Province fettled upon her. 
She found her Son inflexible to her Prayers and 
Tears for an Interview, fhe thinking fhe cou’d fti’l 
prevail upon him, if he wou’d but fee her and hear 
her. Several Requefts were made to him for Audi¬ 
ence, and one particularly by the Marchionefs de 
Guercheville , her Lady of Honour, who meeting the 
King one Day as he went through the Court of the 
Louvre , She approach’d him very Artfully with 
Tears in her Eyes, and Paid, Will you. Sir , kill the 
Outen your Mother with Grief j your extream Severity 
cajls her into fuch a Languijhing Condition , that we 
are mightily afraid of the Conferences of it. H$r 
Health is daily impair'd, and if you deprive her any 
longer of the Comfort of feeing you , J don't know but 
fie may dye in our Arms . Thefe Remonftrances 
did not in the leaffc move this Young Prince, who 
wou'd not fo much as allow her to fpeak with his 
ConfefTor* Luines's defign was to drive her to Extre- 
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nuty, and oblige her to defire of herfelf to quit 
the Louvre , that they might tell the World another 
Falfity, and declare as they did, the King intended 
only to intreat Mary de Medicis to withdraw for a 
a few Months, till he had Eftablifh’d feme good Or¬ 
der in his Government *, but that the Queen being 
grievoufly incens’d at the Death of the Marefchai 
D’ Ancre , and not a little troubl’d that fhe had loft 
the Power of Governing, earneftly defir’d the King’s 
Leave to retire. Richlieu , whofe Admittance to the 
Council Table the Old Miniftry oppos’d, refolv’d to 
follow this Princefs, flattering himfelf that (he wou’d 
certainly return to Court, and reward his Services 
in the lo weft Ebb of her Fortune. Befides. he thought 
he fhou’d by ftaying with the Queen, become ne- 
cefftry to the King and Favourite,' in being a Spy up¬ 
on her. Luines with this View, got the King $ Con- 
fent for Richlieu’$ remaining near his Mother. This 
Honeft Prelate did not fpeak his Mind plainly, but fo 
exprefs’d himfelf, that Luines very well underftcod 
how it was he meant to be ferviceable to him. Lit 
none y faid Richlieu, expect from me that I Will become 
a Spy in the Court of the Queen Mother^ I will only 
promife to retire into my Diocefs , in cafe Her Majefly 
will not hearken to my Councils , but will follow thofe 
that will difpleafe the King, Alary de Aledicis W3S 
glad that fhe had got fuch a Faithful Servant to at¬ 
tend her, arid immediately put him upon the Firft 
Negotiation fhe had with the Court for her removal 
to Moulinsy which Place was afterwards chang’d for 
Blots* He carry’d her Demands, and got them fet¬ 
tled *, he drew the Speech fhe was to make, for the 
very Words (he was to fay, were confider’d in Coun¬ 
cil) before the King wou’d agree to fee her and the 
Ceremony of this Interview,their Difcourfeand their 
Parting being fettled, a Day.was fix’d for her Depar¬ 
ture. As the Queen’s Compliment to her Son was. 
confider’d by his Council, fo was his to her by her 
Majefty’s,and the Anfwer alike taken into Confidera- 
tion by both of them. A Pleafant Farce which Lu¬ 
ines mad z Lewis play, to prevent his Mother’s faying 
swy thing he fhou’d not approve of. All the Prin- 

ceffes, 
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ceffes, Lords and Ladies, had Permiflion to take 
their Leaves of Her Majefty, but Vitri and duHallL 
er , the Two Aflaftins that had the main Hand in tlie 
Murder of the Marefchal, whom her Majefty wou’d 
not fee. The Day of her departure being come, and 
the Interview well concerted, all the Court was in 
fufpence for the Succefs of it. About Ten Days after 
the Murder of Conchini , the King coming from Din¬ 
ner, went to the Apartment of Mary de Medicis 
with Gafion his Brother. The King held Luines by 
the Hand* Cadenet and Brantes the Favourite's Two 
Brothers, walk’d before his Majefty, and the Duke 
de Chevreufe and Baffompierre follow’d'him. The 
Queen Mother’s Anti-Chamber was the Place ap¬ 
pointed for this Interview, the King and the Queen 
enter’d it juft at the fame time from two feveral 
Doors: Mary de Medicis us’d all her Endeavours to 
fhew herfelf firm and conftant, but as foon as fhe 
law her Son, fhe burft out into a Flood of Tears. 
Afham’d of fuch Weaknefs, fhe put her Handker¬ 
chief and Fan before her Face, and made up to the 
King, who very gravely and unconcernedly advanc’d 
towards her. I fhall not incert her Speech, becaufe 
the King’s Anf^er will lhew the Tendency of it, it 
being a direft Reply and almoft in the fame Words, 
after the manner of certain Modern Addreftes, on 
certain Solemn Occafions. Madam^ laid King Lewis , 
with a cold and ferious Air, I am per [waded you 
have manag'd my fairs with all poffible Care and 
yifeUion *, I am very well pleas'd, with what you have 
done , and I thank you for it ; you have de fir'd to go 
to Blois, and 1 have confented to your defire *, If you 
had been willing to have continu'd with me^ / woud 
have given you the fh are you ought to have had in the 
jid??iinifiration of my affairs , and I fhall always be 
ready to do it whenever you pleafe . Believe me , Ma - 
dam y I fall never be wanting to Honour you? to Love 
you , and to Obey you as your Son , upon all Occafions 
what foe ver, and I affure you that I will be all my Life¬ 
time your moft Humble Son . It had been before a- 
greed upon, that when this Speech was over, the 
Queen fhou’d ftoop to Salute him, but fhe fuppo/ing 
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juftly, fhe fhou’d not have many more Opportunities 
to fpeak to him, broke in upon that Agreement, 
which mightily puzied King Lerbis, She then de¬ 
fied fhe might remove from Blois to Moulin s^ when 
that Caftle was prepar'd for her Reception. You 
may ufe ydur Pleafurc , fait] her Son with the fame 
affeCted Gravity, It is left to you to chufe what Town 
foever in my Kingdom you ft)all think mod for your 
Conveniency *, you ft)all have there as much Power as 
myfelf. So far he came off pretty well, and a&ed 
the Cicero as well as he had done the Brutus. But 
his Mother continuing the Converfation, quite con¬ 
founded him, S/r, faid fhe, I am goings be pleas'd 
to let me beg one Favour more of you , Reftore Barbin 
my Steward to me , I do not believe you have any D'e - 
fign to make ufe of him your felf This unexpected 
RequeH furpriz'd the King, who look’d fledfafllyon 
the Queen his Mother, w/thout faying a Word to 
her. &V, added fhe, I befeech you do not ref ufe me 
this Favour , ’ tis perhaps the laft 1ft)all ask you. King 
Lewis Hill faid not a Word, and continu’d to look 
coldly and ferioufly on her, who feeing fhe cou’d not 
move him, Hoop’d and Saluted him *, he made her a 
very low Reverence, turn’d away, and went front 
her. Then her Majefty kifs’d the Duke of An']ou y 
who faid little or nothing, and Luines coming up to 
make his Compliment, (he receiv'd him very kind¬ 
ly, and recommended Barbin to him. While Hie was 
intreating the Favourite to make ufe of his IntereH 
with his MaHer, to obtain a thing of no Moment, 
Lewis being impatient at fo long a Difcourfe„ cry’d 
but four or five times, Luines , Luines , which ferv’d 
to deliver his Favourite from the Perplexity he was 
in. He acquainted her Majefiy he was indifpenfibly 
oblig’d immediately to wait on the King who call’d 
on him. Then it was fhe gave a free Courfe to her 
rears-, her Grief was fuch, fhe was not abletocaft 
her Eyes upon the Lords and the Officers, who came 
to pay their Obedience to her : She prefently took 
Coach, attended by the Two Daughters of France , 
the PrincefTes and Firfl Ladies of the Court, who 
waited on her Two Leagues'qut of Paris. Her Son 
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was more refoldte, he look’d out of the Window 
to fee her go away, and ran alfo to the Balcony of 
the Gallery of the Louvre, that he might follow her 
with his Eyes as long as he cou’d. When llie was 
gone, he prefently forgot the Part of Brutus which 
he was to play after the Diflembled one was over, 
and inftead of delivering his Subje&s from the Grei- 
vances they complain’d of, he return’d to the Part he 
play’d before, to his Childifh Diverlions, fo unwor¬ 
thy his High Quality, as may be feen in Baffompierre’ s 
Memoirs. Luines willingly entertain’d him in that 
Temperthe lefs he render’d bimfelf fit for Go¬ 
vernment, the more wou’d the Advantages of it fall 
to him, with the Authority. The Favourite was 
well pleas’d to Govern while the King pafs d his Time 
an Drawing, Beating the Drum, Winding the Horn, 
and making little Waterworks with the Quill of a 
Pen. Having told Baffompierre one Day he refolv’d 
to begin again to Wind the Horn, and fpend a whole 
Day in that Exercife, Baffompierre reply’d. Take 
Care , Sir, it may do you a great deal of Harm *, ’tis 
faid Charles the IXth broke one of his fains in Wind¬ 
ing the Horn , and that he Dy’d of that Accident. 
You are mifiaken , reply’d King Leuois , the Difference 
he had with Queen Catherine his Mother , was the 
real Caufe of his Death if he had not follow’d the ill 
Advice which the Afarefcbal Retz gave him to return 
to Queen Catherine, then at Monceaux, he wou’d not 
have Dy’d fo Young. The Marquifs de Montpouillan, 
Son of the Marquifs de la Force , who was a Rival of 
Luines in the King’s Favour, fill‘his Religion be¬ 
ing to be fupprefs’d, it gave Luines entirely the 
Preference, applauded what the King had faid, as 
if it had came from an Oracle. Well Sir , fays he, 
to Baffompierre, You did not imagine his Majefiy 
knew fo much : No, in good Faith, Sir , reply’d the 
other in a great Surprize, I did not think the 
King was fo knowing. One may perceive by what 
the King faid of Catherine de Medicis , that his Fa¬ 
vourites arid Flatterers kept him in continual Appre- 
henfions of his Mother’s Defign to make away with 
him. Thefe were the only Leflons they inlpir’d him 

with. 
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\vith. As for Government and Politicks > they never 
intended he fhou’d ftand in need of them, and all 
their Care was to confirm him in his Fear and Ha¬ 
tred of his Mother. Ba[foffjpierrc 7 and thofe of the 
Courtiers who had flood very well in her good Gra¬ 
ces, did not fo much as name her before the King*, 
they wou’d not venture his Difpleafure, to attempt 
the doing her any Service. Such is the Gratitude, 
fuch the Honour and Humanity of Courts, fuch the 
Filial Duty and Natural Affe&ion of weak Kings. 
Since Lewis the Xlllth was incapable of Governing 
himfelf, his Mother, doubtlefs, cou’d have taken off 
that Charge from him, as well as a Petty Gentleman 
of Provence , Luines being no more, make the beft of 
him, tho’ both he, and his Brother Cadenety were 
iliade Dukes and Peers. 

Intending in the Profecution of this Hiflory , to 
obferve by what Steps the Proteftant Religion in 
France was fo deftroy’d, as we fee it in our D4ys, 
that there are hardly any Remains of it left there, 
except in the Breaftsof fome Diffembled Oatholicks, 

I muft not forget that the AfTembly which they 
Summon’d to meet at Rochelle , upon D ’ Epernon y s 
Attempt, did not break up after that Duke had given 
it over. This AfTembly, according to a Regulation 
made at Saumur, confifted of the Deputies of the 
Provincial Council of Five Neighbouring Provinces, 
meeting on that Emergency without any Warrant 
from Court, who therefore wou’d not give a favoura¬ 
ble Anfwer to thofe Deputies, nor allow them to 
hold a General AfTembly, which left that at Rochelle y 
with the Charafter not only of a Seditions Conven¬ 
ticle with the Papiftsy but of an' Unwarrantable 
Meeting with the greateft Part of the Proteftants 
themfelves. The Difcontented Lords courted them, 
and it was generally believ’d the Duke de Fendome 
defign’d toputhimfelf at the Head of’em, he having 
an Agent on purpofe at Rochelle y to treat with them. 
It was not likely the Reform’d fhou’d obtain any 
valuable Favour of the Court, or that thofe they 
obtain’d wou’d be lafting. As the Power of France 
gain’d of that of the Houfe of Aufiricty the Court of 

Rome 
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Rome was mindful of their Interefts, and cultivated 
theftrifteft Correfpondence with that of France , by 
which means nothing was done there without their 
Gonfent or Sufferance. The Queen had been oblig’d 
to give the Cardinal de Joyeufe ample Inftruttions 
before the Affembly at Saumur 9 to excufe what had 
been done in favour of the Reform'd* upon the Ac¬ 
count of Neceflity either in Confirming their 
Edifts, or allowing them to AfTemble. And fucli 
being the State of their Vnquefticnabie Right, as the 
King call’d it, ’tis no wonder that the Court of France , 
when they were not afraid of the Pijateftants, o- 
blig’d that of Rome,' in Perfecuting and Opprefling 
them; The Rochelle Deputies having met with an 
ill Reception at Court, the Affembly there Invited 
the Provinces to fend their Members to it, and com- 
pofe a General Affembly, publifhing. a Manifefto of 
the Infraction of their L'difts, and mewing the Ne- 
cefiity they had to AfTemble. But upon the Mews of 
Cone hinds Death, they took hold of that Opportu¬ 
nity to break up an Affembly which, the. Reform'd 
did not generally approve of. \ They lent a Deputa- 
tion tothe King, to Congratulate the recovering of 
his Authority, but his Majefty would not fee them, 
nor own the Affembly.to be Lawful:, however good 
Words were given ’em. They were defir’a to be¬ 
have themfelyes as good Subjects ought to'do, to fe- 
parate forthwith, and retire into their refpeftive 
Provinces, affuring themfelves the King vvou’d do for 
’em what was Juft and Reafonable. Upon this, 
they drew up their Cahiers, which as . I have already 
obferv’d,. are Petitions and Demands, and broke up,- 
having refolv’d to protect the Church of Bearn * then 
terribly threaten’d by the Papifts and indeed it was 
thefirft Reform’d Church of France , that the King 
lupprelsd by Arms, as will be feen hereafter. 

The end of this Famous Revolution , in the Court of 
Lewis the Xlllth, was the Death of Galigai, D' An- 
cre > s Wife, of whofe hard Ufage fomething has been 
laid already. She had deliver’d up Jewels to the 
Value of Three Millions, but that did not fatisfy 
Luines , hemuft have- ally and he cannot have it un- 
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lefs {he dyes a Criminal. To this end an A£l was 
fent to the Parliament to Try her, and to Impeach 
her Husband s Memory. The Parliament appoint¬ 
ed Verdun the firfl Prefident, Seguier Prefident 
au Morticr , and Two CounfelWs, Courtin and Def¬ 
lates to Arraign them, to hear the WitnefTes^and 
make fuch Informations as are requifite upon fuel) 
Occafions. Butthefe Four Counfellors refus'd to 
prefent at the reading the Comnfiifion, which they 
look’d upon as Cruel and Unjuft. People began to 
refleft on what had happen’d •, Luims s Precipitation 
in advancing himfelf to Dignities and Riches,'was 
already the Subject of their Clamours, and as they 
grew angry with him and his Two Brothers, they 
cool’d in their Refentments againft Conchinf and his 
Family. The moft penetrating and Judicious faid 
openly, inftead of one Qonchtni , they fhou’a in a lit¬ 
tle time find Three, in Luines, Cadenet and Brontes * 
They made this Political Pun upon them, lodging 
them at the Sign of the T\ree Kings. It was not fuF 
ficient that the New Favourite had enrich’d himfelf 
with the Marefchal U Ancre* belt Spoils, that he 
had his Office of Firfl Genlieman of the Bed-Cham¬ 
ber, and his Government of Normandy . The Wife 
of that murder’d Marefchal muft be formally Con¬ 
demn’d, tofecurehimthePofTeflionof what Eftates 
he had purchas’d in France , and his Memory be 
blafled as a Traytor, to give /a Colour to the 
Cruelties exercis’d on them as Guilty of High 
Treafon, which not only made the .Forfeiture oT 
their Eftates and Goods, and the Grants of them to 
him Legal, but juflify’d the Alfa {fins in their AfTalfi- 
nation. Galigai was firfl examin’d at the Louvre 
about her Treafure, and pretended Crimes, the 
greatefl of which was Witchcraft. She faid then, 
fhe l}ad deliver’d up to the Value of Twelve Hun¬ 
dred Thoufand Crowns in Jewels fhe was fo flript 
of all things, that when they remov’d her from the 
Louvre to the Baft He , the Wife of Per fan , Captain 
of the Place, was forc’d to lend her Two Shifts. 
The Frince of Conde was then in the fame Prifon. and 
commiferated the deplorable Condition to which this 

Rich 
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Rich and Powerful Woman was reduc’d. Gallgdlj 
faid he. Is hot Guilty of the Diforders of the State , thd 
Fault is only to be laid on the Ambition of her Husband . 
The Prince had beer* Imprifon’d by the Advice and 
Management of Conchinf who ow’d all his Power to 
that of his Wife, yet his Highnefs cou’d not help 
doing the miferable Woman fo much Juftice, as to 
own her Guiltlefs of thofe Diforders, for which her 
Enemies profecuted her with fo much Malice and 
Cruelty. From the BaJUlle y this Lady, the Wido'W 
of a Marefchal of France^ the Favourite of the Widow 
of Henry IV, Mother to the King then Reign- 
ing, was remov’d to the Common Goal of the Pa¬ 
lace, as has been before hinted. As fhe was going 
into it, fhecry’d out ,Alas ! I am undone, which, my 
Author, fays fhe might have guefs’d without being a 
Witch , the Prifon being a Place where thofe Prifb- 
ners are kept who expert to receive their Sentence of 
Condemnation. She brought with her to the Goal * 
but a fmall Bundle of Linnen, and about FoUrfcore 
Crowns, which were taken from her at the very 
Door of the Prifon. An Italian Woman who waited 
on her, and her Apothecary, whom fhe wanted, be- 
caufe of the ill State of her Health, had been admit¬ 
ted to her in the Bdflille , but were not fuffer d to 
attend her in the Common Goal. Notwithftanding 
thismonftrous Barbarity, fhe kept up her Confhncy 
and Greatnefs of Soul y fhe fpoke fo well in her own 
Defence, before her wicked and corrupted Judges, 
that every one who heard her applauded her. Byron 
Dydlike a Woman , faid they, andGaligai braves it 
like a Man . There was nothing laid to her Charge 
but what may be faid ofall Favourites,that fhedidnot 
fo make ufe of her Power as to give no Body Caufe 
of Offence, except that fhe had a Ccck Sacrifis’d 
as a fort of Inchantmenr, which had refpert to the Life 
of the King, As Difconfolare as this Lady was, and: 
had Reafon to be, fhe cou’d not help fmiling when 
her Judges gravely interrogated her about the pre¬ 
tended Sacrifice of a Cock. It was not fo when they 
askkl her feveral Queflions relating to the Death of 
the late King, they feem’d to fuppofe fhe was art 
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Accomplice in it with the Queen Mother, and that 
Mary de Medicis and ihe had hinder’d a ftrift In¬ 
quiry into the matter. Galigai wept bitterly, when 
ihe perceiv'd they endeavour d to load her with fo 
horrid a Treafon of which fhe had no manner of 
Cognizance. But the Life of this Woman was not 
enough to fatisfy her Enemies, they muft blacken 
her too, to take off' the Odium of their Proceedings 
againft her. She told her Judges, that Hatred and 
Animofity had blinded them fo much, they went 
beyond the Bounds of Honour and Decency. Never 
were Men more harfh, nor feem’d more infenfible 
of the Misfortunes of a Lady ,-whofe Innocence was 
FifibUhall the World She teprefented to them her 
Infirmities, which tlireatned her with an approach¬ 
ing Dropfy'*, but neither‘h^t Prayers nor her Tears 
had any effeft upon them. And it wasnotlikely that 
they fhou’d pity her for Infirmities, who were ta¬ 
king the fh'orteft and fureft way to Cure /them all.* 
There was nothing Criminal in the Charge againft 
her, of which there was the leaft folid Proofs The 
Parliament of Paris had fib’Opinion of the Crime of 
Witchcraft, all Chriftian Gbuntries have Laws that 
make it Capital, but really lay afide the Barbarous 
Superftition of the Monkiflj Ages, we fhall find very 
little Reafon to believe thofe that have dy’d as 
Witches, have deferv d fo to dye. As to her engrof- 
fing Places, her turning out fuch as had them, and 
putting in Her own Creature?, Was tb's enough 
for thofe that came in after her to have her Burnt? 
Who woo’d be a Favourite on thefe Terms ? What 
fhe faid in her own ‘Juftification on that Head, is 
more than niany fuch^ Favourites as (he \vas 5 cou’d 
fay for themfelves oh the like Occafion. I have 
fought Opportunities , faid fhe, to oblige many Perfons 7 
and l have got no Benefit at all by it *, if I have re¬ 
ceiv’d feme Prefents , the Queen Mother firft gave me 
Leave to accept of them. And tho’ you cozed Convict , 
me of having receiv’d Money from thofe whom I have 
ferv’d with ray lnterefly wou’d that be a Legal and 
fuff dent Reajon to Condemn me? Do all the Ladies of 
the Court give their Sollicitations for nothing ? 1 have 
K remitted 
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remitted fome Money to Rome and to Florence : fs 
that a Crime againfl the Law t 1 bought of the Duke 
de Guife for Two Hundred Thoufand Crowns , *tl:e 
Efells which the Cardinal de jojeufe left at Rome. 
Can any Body blame me for that ? Let us look into 
the Hiiiory of Favourites, lhall we meet with one 
that wou d not accept of Prefents, that wou^d not 
difpofe of Offices, that wou’d not do more than this 
Lady is accus’d of?' And yet this certainly was her 
greateft Fault. All the Evidence againft her, as to 
the other Crimes, was Frivolous and Ridiculous as 
the Advocate General Servien confefs’d one Day to 
his Friends. Ve/landes , one of the Judges, who 
Sum’d up the Cafue, cou’dinever be prevail’d with 
to deliver his Opinion for her Death. Some of the 
others thought it was fufficient to Condemn her to 
Banifhment and a Fine. But, lays my Hifturian,.Tib* 
Sollicitations and Intrigues of Luines prevail'd upon the 
greater Number, and floe was Condemn d to Dye upon 
a Scaffold \ her Head to be Cut off , her Body to be 
Burnt , and her Afljes to be thrown away , to be a Sport 
for the'Wind, He goes on : The Advocate General 
was ajbamd that the Parliament of Paris, who Con - 
demn no Body to dye upon Accufation of Witchcraft , 
and juflly look upon it as fooliff) and extravagant , jhoud 
Condemn a Lady, Marefchal of France, for a Witch. 
Servien us'd his befl Endeavours to preferve the Ho * 
nour of an Afembly of which he was himfelf a Mem¬ 
ber^ and all he alledg'd to that purpofe, prov d ft ill 
more fully the Corruption and Wickednefs of the Ala- 
giftrates. It was whifper'd in their Ears, as from the 
King, that he did net think his Life in Safety , unlefs 
Gahgai dyd. Court in , one of her Judges, had not 
the lame Integrity as Dejlandes, he was Venal and 
Corrupted, making no Scruple to buy with a more 
Henious and Crying Injujhce , as my Author exprelTes 
him'elf, the Ambaffy of Venice for his Son f which 
had been refus’d him a little while before. Galigal 
feeing fhe was Condemn’d, pleaded her Belly, tho* 
fhe had laid in Prifon, her Husband the Marefchal, 
had had no Conjugal Commerce with her for Two 
Years before his Murder. Ton forget your felf Ma - 
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daifi, laid fonie of the Judges, you have declar'd tha * 
your Hush and has not lain with you*thefe Two Tears ; 
what will the World think of you then , if it be True 
that you are with Child. Upon which fhe Recover’d 
herfelf, and without defiring the Search of the Mid¬ 
wifes, fhe ingenuoully conrefs’d, that the defire of 
prolonging her Life, had forc’d that Falfhood from 
her, without having reflected upon what (he had 
faid before. This Cruel Sentence was Pronounc’d 
and Executed the Eighth of July * Never had been 
feen fuch a Throng of People at the Place of Exe¬ 
cution, call’d La Grave . The Lady Marefchal was 
expos’d to all the Ignominy that the Vileft Malefaft- 
or cou d fuffer. They fpar‘d her nothing of the In¬ 
famy of the Punifhment : She was carry’d to La 
Grave in a Cart, and her Behaviour was fo Brave, 
and fo much like a Chriftian, that her mod invete¬ 
rate Enemies admir’d her. When /he was on the 
Scaffold, She mofl Solemnly Protefledflje Dy d Innocent 
of the Crimes her Judges Condemn a her for . How 
did it pierce the Spectators, to hear her Give God 
Thanks , with great Fervour of Zeal and Humility, 
for that his Providence had depriv'd, her of all the 
Grandeurs of this World , of which fhe load not made 
a good Vfe. That he had granted hr the Grace to 
fuffer a Death more Glorious , and more Conformable 
to that o/JESUS CHRIST, than fuch a Sinner 
as fhe was had defervd ? She omitted no Practice of 
Devotion ordinary to thofe of her Religion, and all 
there prefent were mov’d by her Piety and Refig- 
nation to the Will of God . The Multitude, who 
had Curfs’d her and her Husband Two Months be-, 
fore, who had fo Inhumanely treated the Corpfe of 
Conchini , cou’d not now help weeping at the Death 
of his Widow. The Sentence was Executed, her 
Head Cut off, her Body Burnt, and her A flies feat- 
ter’d in the Air. 

Thus fell a Lady, who had been from her Infancy 
belov’d by the greateft Princefs in Europe : There is, 
fomethingfo moving in her Catailrophe, that I can¬ 
not thinkthis.Detailof.it will he thought tedious. 
The Reflections that will arifefrom the Fate of fo 
K 2 Famous 
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Famous a Favourite, are fo Natural, that it wou’d 
be Impertinence in me to prevent the Reader , who 
will take Pleafure in making them for himfelf. She 
is blam’d for being Arrogant and Covetous. Let me 
ask thofethat blame her for an Inftance of a Confi¬ 
dence of a mighty Queen, that was not Proud of her 
Power f ana cfd not make ufe of it to enrich herfelf 
and her Family. This was done by degrees, but 
Lulnes , Cone him tho 3 Dead, being alfo Condemn’d, 
at once poflefs’d himfelf of the Fortune that was fo 
much envy’d in D’ Ancre and in hh Wife. The 
King gave him a Grant of all they poflels’d, both in 
France and Italy. u By a New Chicanry of the Law, , 

fty* my Author, the Parliament of Paris declar’d, 
cc That all the Eftates belonging to Conchini and his 
c * Wife, out of the Kingdom, were Confifcated to* 

<c the King, as being Purchas’d with the Money that 
c? had been taken out of the King’s Treafury. 55 
Du F^air, Keeper of the Seals, at firft oppos’d the 
Grant the King had made to his Favourite, of the 
Fiefs purchas’d in France by the Marefchal D f Ancre. 
He maintain’d, that according to Law, they ought 
to be reunited to the King’s Demefnes, and confe* 
quently were Vnalienable . But alas the French Pro¬ 
bity was not then Powerful enough to reiift a Pow¬ 
erful Temptation. The Favourite prefented him 
with the Rich Bifhoprick of Ufieux , worth 50000 
Livres a Year, and the Grant was not long without 
the Seals. 

The only Son of the Unfortunate Conchini and 
Galigai, was degraded from his Title of being Noble, 
and fhut up in the Caftle of Nant but at laft he 
was fet at Liberty, retir’d into his own Countiy. 
and dy’cf at Florence . where ’tis faid he frill enjoy’d 
Fourteen Thoufand Crowns a Year, his Father and 
Mother having redeem’d their Eftates, which before 
were encumber’d. The Family of Conchini was 
Extintt by the Death of this Young Man in 1^31. He 
was much eileem’d for his good Qualities, and had 
his Fattier and Mother enjoy’d their High Fortune 
under any Government but a French Minority, Tis 
probable it had not fuffer’d fuch a furprizing Change, 

nor 
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nor been fuch a Terrible Example^ to all the Fa¬ 
vourites and Confidents of Minors and weak Princes. 

There was fomething in the Charaflers of Con - 
chini and Gallgai , that might have taken off from 
the Envy of their Elevation and Riches. The one 
was good Humour’d, the other Generous. She had 
ferv’d People for nothing, an effect of Generofity 
feldom known at Courts *, and yet on a fudden are 
they reduc’d from the higheft State of Humane 
Grandeur, to the lowed Aby fs of Mifery. There have 
been Examples of this kind before, Rome furnifhes us 
with a Sejanus among feverai others ^ the Influence 
they have had on thofe that have been poffefs'd of the 
fame Favour fince, may fhew us plainly enough 
what will be the effeft of fuch LefTons, to all that 
are as happy as Con chini was. They cannot imagine 
*tis pofiible for fuch Greatnefs to be approach'd by 
Misfortunes, and there is nothing in the Godhead of 
Kings which they more depend upon, than the Eter¬ 
nity of their Favour, tho* it is not to be. doubted 
but Events may happen, when Kings are not fo much 
Matters of their Authority and of their Wilis, as to 
be willing or able to proteft them. 

What was the Confequence of this Change of the 
Miniftry in France , One of the Firft Artifices Luines 
made ufe of to impofe upon the People * as a French 
Hiftorian tells us, was to take in Appearance fame 
Meafures contrary to thofe of the Queen Mother's 
Mini ft erf. Alary de Medicis had been againft afi 
fitting the Duke of Savoy : The King now he Governs 
is for it. An Affembly of the Notables was Sum¬ 
mon’d to advife about the moft proper Methods to 
reform the Irregularities of the Government, which 
Affembly being next to that of the States‘General, 
the Talk of it only was very Popular. However, 
Lewis the Xlllrh was no more King in reality alter 
the Change, than he was before. Luines luffer d no 
Man of any Genius to be near h s Pcrfon, nor any 
one of thofe who had any Engagements with the 
Queen. To ttrengthen himfelf by the Alliance of 
fome Powerful Family, he marry’d the Daughter ©f 
the Duke do Monba^on, of the Houfe of Rohan } but 
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t lie Duke of that Name, out of a Punctilio of Gene- 
r ofitv, keeping firm in the Intereft of Mary de 
Me did s % as has been before-mention’d, he made no 
Advantage of the Relation the Favourite had en- - 
ter’d into with his Family, either for himfelf or the 
Reform’d. Luir.es and his Creatures exclaim'd a- 
gainft the Adminiftration of the Queen Mother, 
who they alledg’d fuffer’d herfelf to be blindly led 
by the Pope’s Nuntio, and the Spanish AmbafTador *; 
yet the Favourite not long after, fhew’d himfelf as 
Blind to the Conduft of the Court of Madrid : It 
being a Common Praftice in fuch Men as he, when 
they come firft to Power, to rail at all the Poli¬ 
ticks of their PredecefTors, and yet imitate them as 
foon as their Railing is forgotten. They overturn 
every thing in the beginning of their Adminiftration, 
as if there was nothing tolerable in all thole that 
went before them •, and when the Caufe of the Re - 
volution is out of People’s Minds, theyinfenfibly fall in* 
to the fame Meafiires, by which the others with more 
Honour and more \Vifdom, ferv’d themfelves and 
the Publick. > 

\ 'Twas a Wife Saying of the Duke de Rohan , That 
the jdbfolute Reign of Favourites is the Ruin of a 
Sta^e. Upon which he refie&s thus further : 

<c They change every thing according to their Inte- 
u refts they are the Occafion of forming Fa&ions, 

<c and difturbing the publick Tranquility, which 
will appear fully in the Courfe -of this Hiftory . 
When Luines had-,fix’d his Friends and Creatures m 
the Council, and about the King’s Perfon, he thought 
of fecuring his Fortune by Tome Powerful Alliance, 
and afpir’d to riolefs a Match, than Mademoifelle de 
V mdome. Natural Daughter of Henry the I Vth, by the 
Favour Gabriele d y Eftrees \ but he had not yet fo fax 
fubjetted the Spirits of the French Nobility, that they 
coud fee him pretend to the King’s Sifter, without 
Envy and without Clamour. For which Reafon, he 
moderated his Ambition, and, as has been laid, conten¬ 
ted himfelf with a Daughter of the Duke de Monba- 
z. 072 , a Younger Branch of the Houfe of Rohan. The 
fflext thing he did, was to make fare of the King’s 
- v. only 
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only Brother Gafton, Duke of Argon , whofe Go¬ 
vernor he remov’d, and put him into the Hands of 
a Creature of his, the Count de Lude , a Man of 
Pleafure and Indolence. There are never wanting 
Informers to blacken the Reputation of Men of 
Honour and Merit, when the Soveraign gives him- 
felf up entirely to the Government of Men of none. 
Plots will be daily invented, and the Ears of ill'Mi- 
v nifters are always open to fuch wicked Intelligen¬ 
cers, they being in continual Fear of the Fate they 
deferve. A Gentleman of the Kings Houfhold, 
call’d Gignier\ finding Luines was very fufceptable 
of ill Impreffions of the Great Lords of the Kingdom, 
form’d a Confpiracy of them by his own Invention, 
and accus’d the Cardinal of Gvjfe, the Dukes de 
Vendome , Never s, LongueviUe , Mayenne and 'Che- 
vreufe, the Marelchal de Bouillon , the Prefident Jay, 
and atlaft the Duke deGuife , of being concern’d in 
it. Nothing hinder’d their being Seiz'd and Try’d, 
but the Dignity of their Quality, and the Strength 
of their Intereft. Beageant , who was more Cun¬ 
ning than Liiir.es , wou’d not confent that {<$ many 
Illuffrious Perfons Ihou’d be Apprehended on the 
Report of an Informer \ and the Duke de Vendcme 
having Invited the King to (land Godfather to a 
Child of his, Gignier pretended he was to he Poy- 
fon’d at that Entertainment. The King feigning 
him (elf Sick, did not go, and the Duke Ibfpetting 
fomething extraordinary, declar’d to Luines and 
Beageant , he believ'd Gignier had done him ill Of¬ 
fices, upon which Luines told him the whole mat¬ 
ter. The Informer , or if you will in the more mo¬ 
dern Phrafethe Lion , Gignier, was Convifted, Con¬ 
demn’d, and Executed, having made a full Confef- 
fionof bisTreafon. 

During thefe Changes at Court, the Roman Ca - 
tolicks all over the Kingdom, began-to Infult the* 
Proteftants , and where they had Power, to deprive 
them of the Benefits and Privileges of their Edi£b. 
The Jefuit Arncux , newly made Confeflor to the 
King, in the room of Father Cotoh r who had been 
Confefior to Henry the IVth, in a Sermoa preach’d 
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31 Court, afferted that the Texts cited by the Pro- 
tejlams^ iu their Confeffion of Faith, were falfify’d, 
and when the Minifters of Charenton anfwer’d him, 
and prov*d the contrary in a Treatife, which with 
great Eloquence and Spirit they addrefs’d to the 
King, the Book was fupprefs’d, and thofe Mini£ters 
commanded not to Dedicate any Book to his Ma- 
iefty without Leave. This Partial Aft was follow’d 
by an Uujufl and Violent one, the depriving the 
States of the Principality of j Bearn, of their Rights, 
the annexing it to the Crown of France *, therefto- 
ring all Church Lands to the Papifls , which had been 
appropriated to Religious Ufes, upon the Refor¬ 
mation's being receiva in that Principality by its 
Soveraign, Queen Jane cC Albrct , Mother of Henry 
thd IVth, notwithstanding the Remonftrances of 
the States, of the Afiembly of Bearn , and the Gene¬ 
ral A {Terribly of France . Tbs Marquis de la Force y 
Governour of Bearn^ was a Fret rft ant ■> and being at 
Court, when the Edicts of Reftauration of the 
Church Lands, and Union of Beam to France were 
onFoflt, did hisutmoftto prevent.them, till Luines 
gave him the hopes of a Marefchal’s Batoon, and 
then he not only acquiefs’d in them, but promis’d to 
fee them executed. Such is the Power of Ambition 
and Intereft, fuch the Protection that Proteftants 
are to expeft from their Chiefs, when Honours 
and Riches tempt ’em to betray them. I fhali not 
meddle with any Part of the French Hijlory , which 
their Hifiorians have treated of from their Puhlick 
Memoirs, and with the -Countenance at leaft of 
their Court*, but thofe only that they have funk, 
becaufe they ferve to fet the Arbitrary Meafures of 
this, and the following Reign in their True Light 
becaufe the Royal Authority was not at the Height 
it now Glories in, and the French had not as yet 
learn’d to be in Love with Slavery, 
i I have atreadymade fome mention of the Con¬ 
tempt with which the Marefchal de Lefdifguieres 
recei v’d the King’s Command, not to afiift the Du <e 
of Savoy. The Governour of Milan had in the 
Year taken Ferceilj and the Court of France 

\ .. . though? 
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thought fit to interpofe fo far in Favour of Savoy, as 
to order the Marefchal to march to his Afiiftance, 
but forbad him to proceed to Hoftiliiies, his Orders 
confining him to an Appearance of War. The Ma- 
refchal on the contrary, advanc'd to the Frontiers, 
and tho’ Monfieur Bullion, a Counfellor of State, 
was difpatch’d to him, to require him not to act 
againft the Spaniards , he beat up their Quarters, 
,ann took 5000 Men Prifoners. The Mimfters at 
the French Court, difown’d him in it, and threaten'd 
to take away his Government of Dauphiny for his 
Difobedience, but whether they were at bottom 
afraid of him, or whether they were pleas’d with 
the Blow he had given the Spaniards , they content¬ 
ed themfelves with fending him frefh Orders to 
forbear Hoftilities, and ro repafs the Mountains. 
There was at that time, a Treaty on Foot, for an 
Accommodation of the Differences between the 
Spaniards and the Duke of Savoy , and his Confede¬ 
rates. Cardinal Ludovifio afiifted at it, on behalf of 
the Pope and the Mareichal de Lefdifguieres , tho’ a 
Proteftant, cou’d not handfomely avoid paying him 
•aVifit, at the end of which, he faid to the Cardi¬ 
nal, J hope in a little while to fee you Pope the Carr 
dinal reply’d, I am very much oblig'd to you, but 
you roifl) me a Dignity for which I am not at all Qua - 
lifyd ^ I pray God you may become a Catbohck. 
The Marefchal anfwer d fmilingly, / promifejo be fo 
when you are Pope . Lefdifguieres is faid to have 
fpoken this in Raillery, for that he coifd not ima¬ 
gine the Cardinal Ludovifio , who, though an Old 
Man, was the Youngeft Cardinal, fhou’d fuc- 
ceed Paul the Vtb. However, fo it happen’d, 
and the New Pope Gregory the XVth, wrote very 
obligingly to Lefdifguieres , to demand his Pro- 
mife of him, which he as obligingly anfwer‘cj and 
whatever the Proteftant Miniffers/and Confiftory 
cou’d fay to him to the contrary, he gave the Pope 
the Title of Holy Father , and his Holinefs: But the 
Compliment was only preparatory to that pretended 
Converfion which he refolv’d to fell as Dear as he 
cou’d to the Court of France , who mightily prefs'd it, 
i v ‘ , «• - . . , The 
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The next Myfterious Event of this Reign and 
.Miniftry, will fhew us what a Happinefs France 
enjoy’d under them, and the Bleffings they may ex¬ 
pert from a weak King or a Minority. The Duke 
de Rohan , who was heartily reconcil’d to the Queen 
Mother, watch'd all Opportunities to advance her 
Intereft, and to infinuate to Luines , how much more 
it wou’d be for his Advantage to efpoufe it, than 
that of the Prince of Conde , who- courted him. 
The Duke’s Reafons are too particular to be in- 
certed in fo General a Hijlory , their Weight we 
may imagine from the Character of the Author, 
one of thegreateft Men then Living. The Favourite, 
feem’d to approve of them, and the Duke found 
Means to let Barbin^ vyho was in the Bafiille y know 
what he had done for the Service of his Mifirefs. 
Bournonville , Who Commanded there under Perfan , 
was well afFerted to Mary de Medicis , and con¬ 
vey’d Barbin s Letters to her : In them, he advis’d 
the Queen to write to the King, to Luines , and to 
the Duke de Monbazon \ to the King, in a foft, 
refpertful Manner, to juflify her Condurt, and to 
the Two others, to engage them to interceed for 
her. The Letter which was to be fent to his Ma- 
jefty, was drawn up by Barbln , and Corrected by 
the Duke de Rohan *, Barbin fent it to a Bifhop in 
whom he confided, to be convey’d to the Queen 
Mother at Blois ^ but this Bifhop carry’d it to 
Deageant , who apprehending he fhou’d be ruin’d, 
if the Queen return’d to Court, refolv’d not only to 
break off this Intrigue, but to make ufe of this Falfe 
Prelate to deffrov Barbin , and all the FritnJs to 
Mary de Medicis. The Bifhop went feverai times 
to Blois , carry’d Letters to the Queen, and brought 
back her Anfwers, in which there was nothing but 
what was Innocent, tending to procure an Honoura¬ 
ble Reconciliation between the Bilhcp and his Mo¬ 
ther. This not doing DeageanP s Bufinefs, he got 
the Biihop to tell the Queen, that Bournonville douf t- 
ing whether her Majefty cou’d ever forgive theMa- 
refchal de Fitry’s Brother-in Law, fhe wou’d do well 
to fend him a Ring in Token of her good Will to¬ 
wards 
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wards him. Mary de Medicis who lov’d to aft 
like a Queen in all Things, thought fhe had not 
one that was worth his Acceptance, but promis’d 
to buy a Jewel at Paris to be given to Boumonvillc ; 
The Bifhop reprefentS® the ill Confequence of a 
Delay in fo nice an Affair } the Queen took a Ring 
off of one of her Women’s Fingers and deliver’d it 
to the Prelate, who carry’d it to Deageant. The 
latter got one made by it, which the Bifhop gave 
to Bournonvlle , Deage ant keeping the Original. And 
Luines being difTwaded by him from embracing 
the Queen Mother's Party, was pervaild upon to 
make ufe of that Ring to ruin that Princefe’s Ser¬ 
vants. He fhew’d it the King, and made him be¬ 
lieve that feveral great Lords had confpir’d to Ma- 
fter the Louvre , to recal the Queen Mother, to put 
all the Authority into her Hands, and that the Con¬ 
spirators wore fuch a Sort of Rings as that, which 
came from Blois . 

There needed no more to Frighten the Young 
and Credulous Lewis 0 and give him an ill Imprel- 
fion of feveral Lords of his Court, which con¬ 
firm’d the Authority of the Favourite and his Crea¬ 
tures. Another Adventure happen’d about the fame 
Time, which contributed alfo very much towards 
it. Deageant finds out another Plot for the Queen’s 
Return to Court, and deliver’d to the King and 
Council a Packet of Letters, which was faid to be 
found in the River Marne . Thefe Letters were 
written by the Great Duke of Tufianys Agent, to 
the Dutchefsof Lorraine, the Subflance of’em was 
an Intrigue for the Return of the Queen Mother \ 
importing, that the Agent had gain’d feveral Fer- 
fons near the King’s Perfon, and in Confidence of 
the Favourite. Befides the Men of Quality menti¬ 
on’d in the Letters, two Brothers Florentines call’d 
Siti y the Lady Marefchal D ’ After e s’ s Domeflicks 
were named, as alfo Durand a Frenchman , Bou r * 
rionville aud La Ferte , a Servant of the Duke of 
Rohans . This Packet was fiippos’d to be betray’d 
to Deageant by the BiOiop, who betray’d the Ring, 
rmd that the Pretence of‘finding of it in th % Marne^ 
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was us’d only to conceal his Treachery. Per fan 
was turn’d out of the Government of the Bajhlle^ 
and he and his Brother Bournonville put in Prifon, 
Durand and the Two Siti's were apprehended, Bar• 
bins Chamber was fearclfd*and his Paperrs fiez’d, 
as were alfb feveral of Mary de Me dices's Dome- 
fticks. 

I he Parliament had Orders to Profecute them, 
but ,they were fo afham’d of the Injuftice done the 
Marefchal D y Ancre , that they were not difpos’d 
to do blindly whatever the Favourite would have 
them *, that was, however of little Service to the 
Prifoners, for there was now a Cuftom fet up in 
France which will give one a Liveiy Idea of the 
Juftice and Clemency of the Court. When the 
Judges who were legally to Try thofe that were 
accus’d, did not incline to Condemn fuch a$ the 
jMinifters wanted to get rid off, Commiffioners 
were appointed to try them, who depending entire¬ 
ly on the Favourites^ never fail’d or making a Sa¬ 
crifice of Juftice to their Pleafure. They found 
out a Hundred Tricks to opprefs the Innocent, A 
Deteftable Invention , fays my Author, a Frenchman, 
of thefe who wou’d put Princes above the moji Ancient, 
and the moft Sacred Laws , Durand and the Two 
Sit is had nothing brought in Proof againft them, but 
fbme Verfes found in their Clofets againft Luines, 
and consequently, as his Accufers Paid, againft the 
King. For as the fame Writer has it, As foon as 
you fay any Thing againft the Favourite or againft 
the Minifter , it will furely be pretended that you at¬ 
tack the King. This was the Maxim of tbeMini- 
fters of France in the former Reign ; and for thofe 
yerfes which never had been made Publick, and 
were fafely fhut up in their Pocket Books, were 
thefe Three Wretches condemn d to Death*, Bar * 
bin had had the fame Fate, but Luines was afraid 
of further exafperating the Queen Mother, and Id 
he was only baniih’d the Kingdom for Life. ; 

Thole who lay the Foundation of their Fortune 
on that of a Fovourite, who Sacrifife their Under- 
handing, Honour and Confcience to flatter a Man 
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in Power, and vilify a Man in Difgrace, let them 
with Attention read the following Story of Mon- 
fieur de Richlieu , Bifhop of Luc on , who, as we have 
already obferv’d, retir’d with the Queen Mother j 
and finding the Favourite not fo well difpus’d as 
he expelled to accept of his Service, Luincs being 
afraid of a Man of his Boundlefs Ambition and En- 
terprifmg Genius, the good Bifhop affe&ed to ap¬ 
ply himfelf to Books and to make himfelf Popu« 
lar, anfwer’d that beforemention’d Treatife written 
by the Minifters of Cherenton. This did not fo 
defend him from the Jealoufyand Ill Offices of tht 
Favourite, but that when he had fcarce been a 
Month at Blots , he receiv'd Orders to retire to his 
Priory o fCouJfai in Anjou > which Orders he obey’d, 
affetting a Difpofition to fpend the remainder of 
his Life in Study and Dovotion. Luines was fo 
little fatisfy’d of his Sincerity in it, that he took 
care to have his Motions well watch’d, and 
difeover'd his Caballing in Foittou, where he 
privately Lifted Men for the Service of the Queen 
Mother. It was therefore refoiv’d to lend him 
farther off, and he having Intimation of this Re- 
folution from his Brother to prevent the Difgrace 
lie was threaten’d with, retir’d to his Diocefs of 
Luton , which not fatisfying the Court, he was com¬ 
manded to refide out of the Kingdom at Avignon 
in the beginning of the Year 1518. Richlieu com¬ 
plain’d to the Pope that he was hindred from tak¬ 
ing Care of his Flock; his future Conduft will 
fhow how much his Flock was at his Heart, and 
tho the Pope reiiionftrated to the French Ambaf- 
fador, that the ufing the Bifhop of Lnzon fo, was 
contrary to the Rights of the Church, yet the 
French Minifters took no Notice of it, and Rich- 
lieu was forc’d to remain (ome time in his Ex¬ 
ile. . 

Luines to gain the People’s Affeftion, propos’d aCon- 
vention, which the French call AJfemhlee de Notables , 
confuting of Perfons chofen among the Clergy, 
the Nobility and Men of the Long Robe. The Fa¬ 
vourite appointed the Meeting to be at Rouen^t hat ( 

he 
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he might have art Opportunity to take PofFefijon 
of his Poll: of^ Lieutenant General of Normandy, 
and not lofe fight of his Matter; nothing being 
more Fatal to Favourites than Abfence. The Pre¬ 
tence was to confult this AiTembly about the An- 
fwers the King fhould give to the Cahiers of the 
States General, and to redrefs other Grievances. 
The Diflimuilation of Courtiers towards their Cli¬ 
ents is by long Cuftom become no more a Vice, or at 
leaft a very Pardonable one. But theirDiflembling 
with the Almighty, their taking his Sacred Name 
in vain, and making their Matter appeal to the Ma- 
jetty of Heaven for the Performance of Thing 
they intend fhall never be perform d, has fome- 
thing in it fotremendoufly Wicked, that one does 
not look on’em fo much with Envoy as with Hor¬ 
ror. See then what Lewis the XHlth. is made to 
fay in the Editt that was put forth for Summon¬ 
ing this AiTembly. We proteft before the Living God 
that we have no other End nor Intention but his 
Honour and the Advantage of our Subjects ; we con¬ 
jure all thofe that we Summons to this Affembly , and 
moft earneftly enjoyn them by the Legal Power th'.t 
God has divert us over them , that without any Afo- 
mane Refpecb , without Fear of Offending any one 
iv hat fo ever, without any Hopes of Pleafing any Body, 
they will fincerely give us fitch Advice as they think 
the mofl Wholefome , and the moft Agreeable to 
the Welfare of the State. And yet it is very plain, 
that Luines had no Defign to make any other ufe 
of this Convention than what has been before men- 
tibn’d to amufe the People with Hopes of Redrefs, 
and to take Poffbffion of h:s Government. For 
after they hadjfet Quarrelling about Precedency 
about Five Weeks, the Court on a ,fudden'depart¬ 
ed for Paris , under Pretence of the Seafon inco- 
moding the King’s Health, leaving all the Publick 
Grievances on the fame Foot as when they came 
from the Louvre . 

The Royal Authority fo much infilled upon in 
Prance, being then entirely in the Hands of a Mi¬ 
nor, the King Seventeen Years old, and ofY r ears 

to 
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to aJJume the Government, let us obferve what Paf* 
live Obedience was paid by his Subjefts French¬ 
men and Papifts , and by one of the greateft Bigots 
and greateft Lords, the Duke Ae Epemon. He had 
follicited a Cardinal’s Cap for his Youngeft Son the 
Arch-Bifhop of Thoulovfe *, but the Duke dcRetzJ s 
Brother to Gondi Bifhop of Paris, obtain’d it by means 
of Luines and Deageant, whom he courted with 
flavifh Submiffion and Flattery, This Affront exaf- 
perated the Proud Duke*/* Epemon, and the Queen 
Mother’s Friends did their utmoft to inflame hint 
the more againfl the Favourite, who on his Part 
thought himfelf fo fure of the King’s Favour, that 
he valu’d not Epemon s Refentment j and on the 
contrary took occafion to mortify him dayly, 
as he was Colonel General of the Infantry, by 
abridging him of feveral Prerogatives of his Pofb 
This llfage foomoccafion’d a Rupture^ to the great 
Joy of Mdry de Medicis . The Occafion of shew¬ 
ing it, was oh Application of the Duke’s de Mon- 
rncrenci , de Zifez,, de Monbaz^on, de Ketz. y and 
others, who referring that Du Fair, Keeper of the 
Seals, took Place of them, reprefented the Injuflice 
done to their Quality, to the Duke d’'Epernph, 
the Eldeft of the Dukes and Peers in the King’s 
Council, and he immediately affur’d them/ that he 
wou’d Right himfelf and them at the firft Opportu- 
nityj which was a Solemn Mafsyfaid in the Church 
of St. Germain d ’ Li Auxerrois , before the Court at 
Eafter , where Du Fair taking his Seat as he was 
wont to do, above the Dukes and Peers, the Duke 
di Epemon took him by the Arm, and turn’d 
him out of it. Luines took this Affront offer’d 
to Du Fair, his Creature, as done to himfelf, and 
reprefented the Duke d } Epemon to the King, as a 
Perfon diffatisfy’d that he had not the Share he 
afpir’d to, in the Adminiftratioii that hadTorm’a a 
Party at Court againfl his Authority, and put him¬ 
felf at the Head of the Dukes and Peers, under Pre¬ 
tence of afferting their Rights, againfl the Preten- 
fions of the Keeper of the Seals. This made a 
ftrcog Impreilion on the Mind of a weak Prince, 

jealous 
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jealous of his Authority. However, Lewis diffenf- 
bled his Refentment, waiting for a more favourable 
Occafion to fhew it. He commanded the Duke and 
Du Vair to attend him. in order*to accommodate 
the Difference, The former complain’d of the 
Keeper in very fharp Terms, and the latter treated 
the Duke every whit as haughtily, encourag’d by 
the Protection of the Favourite; This was that 
Wife, that Modeft, Publick Spirited Difinterefted 
Lawyer, who fo lately had the Character of the 
Honeftelt Man in France . He is perfwaded to ac¬ 
cept of a High Poft, and fee what it has made of 
him. His Difintereft is turn’d into Rapine, his 
Modefty intolnfolence,. his Publick Spirit into Flat¬ 
tery, his Wifdom into Tricking. The King or¬ 
der'd them to attend him a fecond time, in hopes 
to reconcile them. Epernon was ftili -in the high 
Tone, and treated Du Kair with fo much Con¬ 
tempt, that Young Louis was out of all Patience. 
He rofe from his Seat, and handled the Duke fo 
roughly, that he was glad when he was got out of 
the Louvre , for fear of being arvefted. The King 
had taken Phyfick that Day, and having made fign 
for every one to leave his Chamber, Epernon going 
out with the reft, found the Door of the Anti- 
Chamber (hut, Bajfompierre feeing him in Confu- 
fion, pointed to the Door of the Private Stair-Cafe, 
and went down with him as faft as they cou’d. 
Bajfompierre affeCled to be of no Party, and by that 
means kept in with all. The Duke d' Epernon was 
too Powerful for him, not to endeavour to be well 
with him *, he therefore promis’d him to give him 
Notice of whatever he cou’d learn, that had Rela¬ 
tion to him } the fame did the Princefsof Contiy and 
the Chancellor de Silleri* Bafjompierre told Luines , 
That Monfieur d’ Epernon intended to go to his Go - 
vernmer.l: I fear his Enemies may take thi • Oppor¬ 
tunity to irritate the King again]} him . The Fa¬ 
vourite gave Bajfompierre to underftand, he fhou’d 
be glad if d y Epernon quitted the Court, and the 
Duke having delir’d to take Leave of his Majefty, he 
was inform'd he might do it with Safety. Accord¬ 
ingly 
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ingly he waited on thd King, who, in appearance 
receiv'd him very gracioufly. D* Eperaon, cou’d nor 
refoive to leave Paris, without hiddirig^his Friends 
Adieu, and that with great Pomp, t a'$ ;i£ were in 
defiance of the Favourite, accompany’d with his 
Two Sons, and feveral Gentlemen/ ybri-Horfeoackl 
His Houfe was crowded‘with Vifitpr^,,and the 
King being at F r anzres,m^r'Paris , , : he' rtay'd be¬ 
hind, paying and receiving Compliments longer 
than he intended, \vhielf gave fuch Offence to 
Court, that the King faid, Ifiallreturn to.tfe Louvre 
to morrow, if I find Monfieur cT £ pern on ft ill it,} 
Town, he fall not go tut of it when he wilt. Baffin?* 
pierre went immediately, and oblig’d the Duke to 
depart, but his Proud Spirit cou’d not fubmit to do 
it like a Flight} he made a flop at his Seat of Fori- 
tenai in Brie, where, With great Serenity, he pafs’cl 
feveral Days in the Diversions of the Country, and re¬ 
ceiving Vifits. This was reprefented to the King 
ks braving his Majefty, and a Body of Horfeand 
Foot, was order’d to march towards Fcntenal 
The Chancellor de Silleri, gave him immediate No¬ 
tice of this Order, and as Haughty as the Duke 
was, he made off in the Night, and got to Metz. 
With all poflible Diligence. Luines Cent a Spy to* 
obfervehim there, but this Old Sta.tefnian and Sol¬ 
dier, had fo good Intelligence, that the Spy was 
difeover’d arrd feiz’d At the Gates of the Town* 
and having undergone lome proper Difdpline, was' 
fent back to Paris, where Luines and his Lyons? 
were for a while the Jeft of the Town, A tMetz, 
the Duke cC Eper non and his Son, the Marquis de 
la Palette refided, till by the Intrigues of Two 
Itahans, Vincentio. Secretary to the late Marefchal 
d * Ancre, and Abbe Rucellai, Conchinis Friend, he 
undertook an Enterprize to deliver Mary de Me- 
diets from lief Confinement at Bids, and to con¬ 
vey her t o' Angouletne* Before the Duke left Metz., 
he follicitCd, by .His Friends* the KingV Permiffion, 
Which under the Pretext cf the Cabals in Germany? 
Wasdeny'd. bint, and a New Order fent him to re¬ 
main In i'ti&t Government; In Anfvveff to which 
E Monficur/ 


14 6 ' The Secret Bifiory 

Monfieur de Epernon fent a fort of Manifesto, in 
the Form of a Letter, to the King, which was drawn 
up by the Famous Balzac his Secretary, and being 
written at a Time when he had pofitiveiy refolv’d 
to deliver the Queen Mother, the Reader will 
doubtlefs be equally pleas’d with the Sincerity and 
Loyalty of it. For which reafon, I fhall repeat 
me 1 'afTages of it. 1 ajfure my felf fays the Duke, 
Tour Majefty is [o Jufi^ Tou will have regard to the 
Neceffity of my Private Affairs , and will give me 
the fame Liberty that 9 s allow'd to the meanefi of 
Tour Subjects. He then goes on, to fhew the ill 
Condition he was in to Live at Metz, , with the 
Splendor becoming his Dignity, and how necefiary 
therefore .it was for him to look after his Affairs. 
/ promife my felf continues he, that you will take 
the Pains {to confider y that fince Tour Acceffion 
to the Throne , I have borrow'd a Hundred Thouf- 
and Crowns for Tour Service , for which I pay ln- 
tereft at Paris*, and having for thefe Two Tears 
lafi pajl , receiv 9 d from your Bounty no other Gratis 
fication than the Simple Pay of Colonel, it is not 
poffible that I ffoud be able to fupply the great and 
neceffary Exponces to fupport the Grandeur of my 
Pofi , and to fetve Tour Majefiy with the State and 
Magnificence fuitable to it. Again, Since my Ene¬ 
mies daily endeavour to give Tom Majefiy ill bn- 
preffions of me 7 and to raife in Tour Alind a De- 
fidence of my mofi upright Intentions \ and fwce 1 
am fo unfortunate , that after having grown Old in 
the Service of Three Great Kings , I find my felf 
under a j&ecejfity of defending fo long Fidelity a- 
gamfi Calumny. I am oblig'd with a great deal of 
Grief to declare that I have kept to my Buty 7 
when Difobedience has been rewarded , and defended 
Tour Authority when it has been abus 9 d by fome y 
and difpis 9 d by others . 9 Tis to do me an Injury , 
to think I wou 9 d at thefe Tears fail in it , and that 
?ny Private Refentments are dearer to me than my 
Concern for Tour Service. This good Catholick 
and French Man, this Favourite of Henry the Illd, 
this inveterate Enemy to the Protcflants, boafb 


of FRANCE, 147 

bf his Upright Intentions , and that his Concern for 
his Mojo fly’s Service, is dearer to him than his Pri¬ 
vate Refinements . A few Days before, contrary 
to the King’s reiterated Command, he left his Go¬ 
vernment of Metz,, at the Head of a * 00 Horfe, 
crofs’d the Province of Burgundy, pass’d the Loire, 
and fent his Son, the Arch-bifhop of Touloute, to 
receive the Queen Mother, who, the asd Uf 
February , itfiS, in the Night made her efcape from 
Bio is at Montrichard. Her Majefty, accompany’d 
by one of the Women of her Chamber, the Count 
de Brenne , her Firft Gentleman, and three or four 
other Perfons, went out of one of the Windows of 
the Caftle of Blots by a Ladder, to a Parterre in the 
Garden, and thence by another Ladder to the Street, 
Whence fhe walk’d over the Bridge to her Coach, 
which waited for her with the Arch-biflicp and his 
Followers, who convey’d her to Lockes, whence the 
Duke de E per non convey’d her to Angouleme , at 
the Head of about 200 Horfe, in pofitive Difobedi- 
ence to the King’s Command, and actual Refiftance 
of his Authority. The Count de Schomberg had 
Summon’d a Caltle in that Government to Surren¬ 
der in his Majefty’s Name, the Officer who Com¬ 
manded it, flood an Attack,and the Duke haften’d to 
the Relief of it, but the Garrifon had Capitulated 
before he cou’d come to their Affiirance. The 
Favourite, who had in Time receiv’d Information of 
this Confpiracy, but wou’d either not give Credit to 
it, or neglected it, as thinking his Authority too well 
fettled to receive any Shock by it, was in a Terri¬ 
ble Fright when the News of the Queen’s Efcape 
from Bleis arriv’d at the Louvre. He did his ut- 
nioft to irritate the King againft his Mother and 
the Duke, and to perfwade him to reduce the lat¬ 
ter by Arms. The Queen -wrote to her Son front 
Lockes, and the Duke^’ Epernon did the lame •, in 
both-of whole Letters, are to be feen the Integrity of 
a Courtier, and what an Abhorrence thofe that have 
been bred in one, haveofDiffimulationand Falfhood. 
Her Majesty baying told the King, that fhe was 
isMpafknt vf befng confin’d at Blots, becaufe it de- 
' ^ L« pnVd 
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priv’d her of an Opportunity to give him thofe 
good and falutarv Councils, which thofe under whofe 
Power lie was unfortunately reduc’d,- 'wou’d' not 
fufferhim to hearken to, proceeds thus. To this end? 

I defer’d my Coufinthe Duke of Epernon, to permit me 
to retire to Angouleme. 1 am going thither , convinc'd 
of his Fidelity , and his Zeal for your Service . The 
^King \our Father , commanded me before he dy d , 
to have an entire Confidence in the Prudence and 
Probity of this Lord , to intruft him with all your 
moft Important Affairs, and with my Private- Ones 
alfe, if it was pojfeble that I coud have Interefts 
different from yours . I aim at nothing > but to re¬ 
medy thofe Inconventencies that might dijturb the 
Happinefs of your Reign. Tou will do me an extream 
fleafure , if you will give me the APeans to inform 
you without Hatred , and without Ambition , of feme 
things that might male your Kingdom more Flourijh * 
ing, and preferve its Tranquility. I protcfe: 1 do not 
defire to take upon me again , the Admin iftr at ion of 
your Affairs', my great eft Paffeon is to fee you Go¬ 
vern your Dominions your Jelf, and to hear your 
Subjects exalt your Kertues , and the APildnefs of 
your Government . The Duke d’ Epernon , as if his 
Heart was full of nothing but Paflive Obedience, 
and he had not fo lately refilled the King's Autho¬ 
rity, fays in his Letter, As foon as I arriv’d at 
Loches, the Queen your Alother , commanded me ta 
receive her there , and couduSt her to Angouleme. 
I thought if I fejoud difebey her , I Jhoiid fail in 
the refpelt I owe to your APajefty. I 7720ft humbly 
befeech you , 5/r, to believe that a Man? who never 
cnee atted contrary to your Mafefry s Service , or 
the Service of the Kings your Predeceffors , what¬ 
ever ill ZJfage he has met with , has no Inclination , 
at my Age , to do any thing unworthy the Fidelity 
of which I have always made Profeffion , and that I 
Jhall never give your APajefty any juft Caufe to doubt 
of the Vprightnefs of my Intentions* The King was 
prevail’d upon by Luines , not to anfwer his Mo¬ 
ther’s Letter, but to proceed to Extremities, and 
to caufe the Duke de Epernon to be declar’d a 

Rebel 
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Rebel in Parliament, which that AfTembly refus’d. 
The Duke having had the Precaution to get a Let¬ 
ter from Mary de Medicis , inviting him to come 
and receive her at Loches , which prevented a Charge 
againft him for carrying her off*, the Queen Mother 
having alfb put into his Hands, a Letter of the Kings, 1 
which permitted her to have the Liberty of the 
Country about Blois^ when fhe pleas’d. The Fa¬ 
vourite fent the Count de Bethime to her, to try if 
fhe .cou’d be brought to abandon dC Epernon , but 
the Queen, tho*fhehad great Temptations to do it, 
cou’d not think of atting fuch a Piece of Ingrati¬ 
tude to her Deliverer. Tbe Haughtinefs of his 
Temper, kept off the other Great Lords, who 
were upon the referve, and had rather fuffer the Fa¬ 
vourite, than put themfelves under the Domination 
of d ’ Epernon , who wou’d be Abfolute where he 
was Matter; and as there was no movement any 
where elfe. in favour of her Majefty, the Accom¬ 
modation the Court thought fit at laft to proffer 
her, was accepted. There was a Circumftance 
in this Accommodation, which gives one a high 
Idea of the Duke d ’ Epernon , a Spirit which France 
is no more likely to Glory, when it was offer’d that 
fee fhGu’d be Re-eftablilh’d in all his PofTettlons, and 
be pardon’d, the Duke wou’d not hear of a Par¬ 
don \ inliead of being treated as a Criminal, he in¬ 
filled upon it, that the King fhou’d Solemnly de¬ 
clare, he had ferv’d bis Majefty, in ferving the 
Queen Mother; and the Article relating to him in 
the Treaty of Accommodation, was icft, and to 
thefe Terms. 7 he King promis'd to deal as Lovingly 
by the Duke d ? Epernon, his Children , and all thofe 
who had ferv’d the £>ueen Mother , a 5 by his other 
Subjects. During this Negotiation, the Court who 
began to think they coa 5 d have no Body about the 
Queen, that wou’d ferve them better than the Bifhop 
of Lucon , fo he was inform’d, that he might, if he 
pleas’d, wait on her at Angouleme^ where he was 
jrnoft gracioufly receiv’d, and had Her Majefty’s 
Seals immediately given him. The Qu?en on the 
Conclusion of this Treaty, wrote a Lerter to her 
L s Son, 
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Son, which fhefent by the Count de Brenne before- 
mention'd,- who fhew’d fuch a Ccntempt of the 
Favourite, that he wou’d not pull off his Hat to 
him, as he came in his way ^ which the King took 
fo ill, that he refus’d to return an Anfwer by him, 

* but difpatch’d one of his Gentlemen in Ordinary 
with it. Wou’d the prefent King of France have' 
been fatisfy’d with fuch an Indignity offer’d to a 
Perfon that had fo affronted his Favourite and 
Minifter ? Is there a Noble Man in that King¬ 
dom now, that durft cock at the Man the King 
delights to Honour, or are the Minds of the French 
elated in the Minorities, and weak Reigns as much as 
they are contra&ed under the Reigns of Princes 
thatjknow how to be Maflers? This Accommoda¬ 
tion was follow'd by a Royal Interview at Tours , 
where the Queen met her Son and the Court, and 
there was as much fhew of Rejoycing, as if all 
was forgot, and the Favourites of Lewis the XHIth, 
and //ary de A/edkis . had but one Affeftion and 
Intereft, the Service of the Crown. 

Not long after the Interview at Tours , Deageant 
who had betray’d his Matter Barbrn, and had been 
ill receiv’d by the Queen Mother, being on ill Terms 
with Arnoux , the King’s Confefforamd not on very 
good ones with Lukes, was fent into Dauphi??y, un¬ 
der Pretext of obferving the Marefchal de Lefdif - 
guieres, who affefted at leaft to be difcontented, and 
to efpoufethe Interefts of theProteftants, for whom 
he always appear’d Zealous, when he had anything 
to manage at Court. Tho’ the Trickfter Teageam 
knew very well that he was fent thither, becaufe 
the Favourite wanted to get rid of him, yet he put 
a good Colour upon his Disgrace, and Luines was fo 
far from fhewing any Difguft, that, in Appearance, 
he Teem’d forty at their Serration, which theNe- 
cettity of Affairs made abfolutely neceffary *, and 
then his Journey to Dauphiny, where he was to 
refide and exercife his Office of Firft Prefident of 
the Chamber of Accounts, was taken to beaMiftery. 
This Man left Afcmoirs which have been very ufe- 
ful to us: He had a Superior Genius to Luines, and 
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got ground daily in the King’s Favour, which 
alarm d the Favourite, who knowing his Cunning 
and Falfhood, infinuaredto the King, that there was 
not a Man in France fo proper as Deageant , to ob- 
ferve the Marefchal de Lefaifguieres , to whom he 
was Commiffion’d to offer the Conftable's Staff, if he 
wou’d turn Papift. This was all the Marefchal wanted ; 
he made no Scruple to promife he wou’d abandon 
his Religion, as he had done his Morals before. 
However, he wou’d not do it till the Staff was put 
in his Hands: In the mean time, he betray’d the 
Proteftant Councils to Leageant , communicated to 
him all the Difpatches he receiv’d from their Affem- 
blies, and confulted him about the Anfwers he fent 
them. 

The Queen Mother’s. Intereft increafing daily,' 
after the late Accommodation, Luines and his Tw r o 
Brethren found it wou’d be too difficult a matter for 
them to fupport themfelves, without the Proteifion 
of the Firft Prince of the Blood, wherefore they 
refolv’d to procure the Liberty of the Prince of 
Conde , and the Warrant for his Releafement was 
carry’d by Luines in Perfbn to Bois de Vincennes , 
from whence the Prince went immediately, accom¬ 
pany’d by the Princefs, the Favourite, and his Bro¬ 
ther Cadenet to Chantilly where the King gave him 
a very favourable Reception. The Declaration which 
was fent to the Parliament, in favour of the Prince 
of Conde* having a Preamble that reflefted on 
the Minifters of the Regency, it highly difgufled 
Mary de Medic is ^ and the Bifhop of Lv.crn* who 
particularly had advis’d her to Imprifon the 
Prince. Mary de Medicis cou’d not help expreflirg 
her Refentment to the Gentleman who was fent to 
acquaint her with the Refolution taken to fet the 
Prince at Liberty. Richlieu kept his Sentiments to 
himfelf, refolving to do hisutmoft to render himfelf 
i'o neceffary to the Favourite, that he fhbu’d con¬ 
tribute to his Advancement, as high as his Ami i- 
tion afpir’d, which of all things in the World, 
Luines was moft afraid of. 
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There is new a new Scene, of-4ffairs; thePrjncp 
of Concle and* Luhies are, or feem to be, in the 
Llri&eft League the .Queen allarm’d at this clofe 
jCorreipondence of a Prince whom fhe had difo- 
tiig'd with ;a Minifter 'whodiad fo difoblig’d her, 
thought of Commotions to ^defend her Intereft a- 
gainft both of them ^ and as Indifferent as {he ap¬ 
pears to be towards the Adminiftration, it is cer¬ 
tain it was what employ'd ail her Thoughts, and 
what jfhe was impatient in the lofs of. 

During thefe Tranfadlions the Poor Proteflants 
inftead of gaining any Advantage by thefe Diviiions 
between the Queen Mother and the Favourite and 
the Miniftry and the Difcontented Lords fat'd never 
the better for it, all the Papifts agreed to opprels 
them. The Oppofition the States of Bearn made to 
the Execution of the King's Edift, which deftroy’d 
their Religion and Liberties enrag d the Court agaipffc 
them,and Lames engag'd by the Pope, and the Court 
of Madrid was for reducing them by Arms. The 
Pope’s Intereft in their Deftru&ion is obvious, the 
Spaniards hop'd by that means to prevent the French 
King’s concerning himfelf in the Affairs of Germany , 
•where the Power of the Iloufe of Auftria began to 
decline, and had been broken, had the Proteflants 
pot been divided by the Artifices of their Enemies* 
The Reform'd held an Aflembly at Orthez , in Bearn, 
which for the conveniency of the other Provinces 
was transfer’d to Rochet and made General. The 
jDuke d 9 Epernon had then deliver'd the Queen Mo- 
iher from her Confinement, and that Imperious Pa- 
pifi who not Jong before had in fo hoflile a Man» 
ner infulted the Rochel/ers , fent his Agents thither 
to court the Aflembly and them to declare for the 
Queen Mother and him *, but the Proteflants were 
fo Exemplarily Loyal that they refus'd to give Au. 
dience to tkofe Agents *, declar'd all Deferters of the 
Union of the Churches, who fliould fide with any 
Body but the King. 

This Aflembly not being held a Legal one, as 
not fummon’d with the King’s Permiiiion, broke up 
m the Promife of a Brief, warranting a New one to 
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raeet at Loudun which met accordingly the 25 th of 
September i5i^. and was compos’d of Perfons of the 
heft Quality and Merit among the Reform'd, the 
Court was not at all Apprehenfive of the Confe* 
quente of the Meeting, knowing how. the Prcte - 
ftants were divided among themfelves, and being 
fare of Lefdifguieres , Chatillon and others of their 
Leaders. However, the Alterably came to feveral 
Vigorous Refolutions, and declar’d they wou’d not 
break up till his Majefty had given an Anfwer to 
their Cahiers of Complaints, confifting of feveral 
manifeft Breaches of their Edifts as the forcing 
Children from their Pyoteftant Parents to be bred 
up by Jefuits . the denying Proteftants Chriftian 
Burial *, the {hutting up their Temples in feveral 
Places *, and other Grievances too many to be par¬ 
ticulariz’d in this Hiftory. _ ; *• • 

The Favourite gain'd by the Courts of Rome aiyi 
Madrid , infpir’d the King with the Spirit of Per fe- 
cution and when the Deputies of the Alterably fent 
to Court with their Cahiers had ended their Speech, 
the only Anfwer the King gave them was a Comr 
niand to break up their AfTembly; La Haye who 
was Speaker of the Deputation, having taken the 
Liberty to reply,his Majefty interrupted him, makii g 
a fign to the Ufher to turn them our. The Marefchal 
deLefdifguiers and the Duke deChattllon pretended to 
Mediate for them *, but that did not hinder a De¬ 
claration, carry’d by the Prince of Crnde himfelfto 
the Parliament to be verify’d, by which all the De¬ 
puties who remain’d at Loudun after Three Weeks, 
were declar’d Guilty of High Treafon. The Prince 
of Conde* s meddling in this Matter, highly offend¬ 
ed the Prot eft ants who had Petition’d for his En¬ 
largement and ever wilful him well. They were 
further allarm’d by a Paftage in a Speech of Du Vairs 
at the verifying fome Pecuniary Edifts, that the 
Money i voud be wanting in order to Supprefs the 
Reform’d. This made the Alterably unite with the 
greateft Vigor, and refolve not to be Supprefs’d with 
but Defending themfelves. Luines was frighten’d 
at their Resolution., and confidering how ready the 
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Queen Mother and the Difcontented Lords were to 
joyn with 'em againft them, he thought fit to a- 
mufe them with fome fair Promifes* of Redrefs of 
their Grievances, efpecially with Refpe&to Bearn, 
and the Prince of Conde gave them his Parole for 
the Performance of them. Upon which the AfTem- 
bly nam’d their Deputies to Negotiate their Affairs 
at Court and broke up •, being afiur’d that if their 
Grievances were not Redrefs’d by the time appointed 
them, they fhould have Permifiion to meet again at 
Rochelle . The Seperating this Aflembly juft as they 
were about to fail in with the Queen Mothers Par¬ 
ty was Luines s Mafter Piece. The Duke de Rohan , 
the moft flncere Friend to the Reform a, had ear- 
neftly follicited them to do it *, but Lefdifguieres y 
Chatillon , and the Cautious Du Plcffis Moth ay w T ere 
for their breaking up, the Two former having Private 
Ends in it; and the latter being apprehenfive that 
the taking Arms would be entirely the Ruin of 
the Religion in France . 

The general Affembly of the Troteftants were not 
the only Body of Men in France that oppos’d the 
Meafures of the Court*, the Parliament of Paris in- 
fifting upon their Privileges, debated the paftlng 
a Pecuniary Edift, which io incens’d the Mini- 
fters, that they made Luines go in Perfon to that 
Aflembly the 18 th of Feberuary \6\9> attended by his 
Brother the Duke d’ Jlnjou-) the Prince of Conde , 
the Count de Soiffons , and feveral other Lords to 
force Obedience without Contradnftion. Du Fair 
that Man of Honour, void of Ambition and Avarice, 
when he was a Counfellor in Parliament now he 
has the Seals, a Bifhoprick and hopes of a Cardinals 
Hat, is the only Man of that Shadow of a Senate, 
who afierted the Parliaments having no Negative 
in fpafiing of Edicts. We repeat what he fays on 
that occafion, to fhow the Corruption of Mans 
Heart, and how apt the ftrongeft Minds are to be 
foften’d by Favour and the Temptations of a 
Court. Tops may prefent a Remonfirance or Two y fays 
he, but if the King has no Regard to them , you ought 
Hindly to obey him *, Parliaments were eftabliJF d to 

render 


of FRANCE. ttf 

render the Sovereign Authority of Kings , the more fup- 
portable to the People and not to refifi them } whoever 
Jays the contrary mufl be either a Fool or a Rebel. As 
Kings by a wife Condefcention have fobmitted their 
Ordinances and Editts to the Examination of the Par- t 
liamentj they can take away that Privilege when they 
Pleafe Tour Obftinate Refnfal to Regifler the Ediilsj 
the King fent you is of Pernicious Confequencc. Will 
you teach the People that they may reffijl the Kings 
Pie afore 1 and that his Ediils receive their Authority 
from the confent of the Parliament ? Horrid Do&rine 
in a Time when the Authority Royal was in the 
Hands of a Minion. The Parliament muff by no 
means not 6nly Refiift the Pleafure of the Prince, 
but that of his Favourite! To oppofe the Mini- 
fters is to Rebel againft the King, and not to know 
that his Will or the Will of his Favourite is above 
the Laws makes a Fool of a Man. Du Fair who once 
had the Reputation of the moft Upright Magi- 
ftrate in France tells you fo. Was it likely that 
AfTembly fhoulcl preferve their Privileges or France 
its Liberty/* Fumes being prefent when this 
Conteft was, had the Mortification to hear the Evil 
Counfeliors reflefted on as advifing this Edift to 
Enrich themfelves by Impoverifhing the People. Not- 
withftanding Du Fair threatned theParliament with 
the King’s Refentment if they delay’d verifying the 
Edi£t, Ferdun the firft Prefident anfwer’d this 
Slave to Favour with a Boldnels worthy the Dignity 
of his Office •, he exprefs’d hknfelf plainly that he 
wou’d yeiid to nothing but Violence. S/r, fays 
he to the King with equal Courage and Gravity, 
We are extreamly troubled that the JSfecefftty of your 
Affairs feem to engage you to deprive your Parliament 
pf its Ancient Rights , to look into the Wants of the 
St ate j and deliberate concerning the Edicts you fend 
to them* As the Omijfion to fubmit your felf to that 
Law inviolably obfervd in all Times by your Pro- 
deceffors is a Prejage of the Decadence and Diminu¬ 
tion of your Royal Authority roe floall redouble here* 
after our Fows fcr the Prcj'perity of your Reign . We 
pray Qod, Sir, that he will make known to your Ma- 
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jejly the Prejudice that the Authors of thtfe Violent 
Counfels do to the Sovereign, and frnce m cannot 
prevent the pernicious Conferences.) we will in 
Difcharge of our Confcience towards God and to 
wards our King, put in our Regiflers the Name and 
Quality of thofe that advis’d you not to hearken to 
cur Juft Remonftrances . How lias this AlTembly now. 
loft its Authority? Has there been a Prefident fince 
Monfieur Verdun that durft tell the French King to 
his Face, he would let a Mark on fuch as broke in 
upon the Privileges of the Parliament? but the Au¬ 
thority Royal loon tryumphed over it. This Wife 
and Brave Magiftrate with his Brethren was fent 
for to Court and Reprimanded, the EdiftRegifrer’d 
in Oppofition to the Sentiments of the whole Af- 
fembly, and with the Money rais’d by it Troops 
were Levy’d not to aliift the Emperor as was at 
firft given out, but to deprefs a New Party form’d 
in Favour of Mary de Medicis , or rather againfi: 
LuineSj whofe Pride and Rapine were become 
Intolerable. He engrolVd very thing at Court; and 
was not content to be great himfelf, his Two Bro¬ 
thers were marry'd into Two Jlluftrious Families, 
and with their Eftates took their Titles, Cadenet was- 
rnade Marefchal and Duke de Chaulnes , Brantes Duke 
de Peney Luxemhurgh. Thus in about Three Years 
time were thefe Three Brothers Sons of a Private 
Gentleman of an Ordinary Fortune become Dukes, 
and great not only in Titles but in Riches. The 
bally Rife of thefe Brothers could not avoid creating 
Envy j and I have often wonder’d at the Indifcretion 
of Favourites, enough Inftances of which are to be 
met with in Hiflory, who thinking their Founda¬ 
tion on a Rock fear no Shocks of Fortune, expofe 
themfelves to all Hazards and defy their Enemies. 
To have Power and Wealth does not fatisfy them, 
they muft make an Appearance of it, Vanity has 
ruin’d what Fraud has acquir’d. The Cunning who 
are for Securing as well as Poffeiling, cannot con¬ 
ceal the Advantages of their Polls and Elevation $ 
Pride will not fuller fuch concealment, and weak 
Minds, who cannot bear the Excels of Fortune, eafe 

them- 


of FRANCE. 157 

them Pelves by Showing if, but fhew it often to their 
-Diftruftion. We lhall fee prefently from what fmall 
Beginnings that Quarrel arofe, which had like to 
-have fet all France in a Flame. It was grown in 
France a Mark of the higheft Diftin&ion in the Court 
of France to give the King the Napkin; this Was a 
Cuftom at the Coronation of a King in Old Times, 
but it was now become Cuftomary at-common 
•Meals at the Levee and Couchee , and a Token of 
Servitude as itis’twasa matter of Pignityand Im¬ 
portance. The Prince of Conde demanded the Ho- 
•nor to hold the Towelss the firfl Prince of the Blood, 
the Count de Saiflims as great Mailer of the Houf- 
hould, and they went fo far as to Struggle for it. 
TheKingto prevent further Mifchief bad the Duke of 
Anjou his Brother give it him; and the Two con¬ 
tending Princes gave way t<? him, not without 
threatening Wordsto each other. TheCourt Lords 
immediately offer’d their Service to the one or other 
as Inclination drove them, the' Duke of Guife and 
the Favourite’s Friends declar'd for Conde the Dukes 
of Mayerme, Lorigneville and others for Soiffons ; the 
Countels of Soijfons his Mother in hopes of his 
Marrying the Princefs Henrietta Maria afterwards 
Queen of England, took hold of that Opportunity 
to engage feveral Lords to joyn with her Son and 
efpoule the Party of Mary de Medicis. The Duke 
de Mayenne was one of the firfl: difgufted that Luines 
did not pay him Refpeft enough, and that he was 
not paid forne Money that was due to him from 
the Government. Richlieu did not let this Occafion 
flip to llrengthen the Party of the Queen Mother, 
and by his Intrigues were many great Lords brought 
over. The Confederacy was fo Powerful that had 
not the Bifhop of Lttcon betray’d his Miftrefs it 
would have ruin’d the Favourite and his Followers. 
The Duke de Vendo?r.e, his Brother tire Grand Prior 
the Duke de Rohan , the Duke de Longueville and the 
Duke de Retz. came into it, as did afterwards the 
Duke d' Epernon ; and Luines Affairs were now the 
moft embarafs’d that they had ever been or will be. 
' <(' - • v His 
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His Brother Brantes] now Duke do Piney Luxetfc 
burgh , was fent to Angers where the Queen Mo¬ 
ther kept her Court, to invite 'her to return to 
the Louvre , which fhe would notconfent to un- 
lefs Satisfa&ion was given her for the Affront put 
upon her Regency in the Preamble to the Prince 
of Conde s Decree, and Ihe had Security that fhe 
fhculd be well us s d there. The Duke de Mayenne 
retir’d to his Government of Guyennc without tak¬ 
ing his Leave,of the King-, De fcfaine, a Favourite 
of Lvims \ was fent after him with Letters from 
the King to the Governors of the 1110ft Impor¬ 
tant Places and efpecially of Blaie^ exhorting them to 
continue Faithful, and to form no Faftion againffc 
his Service, which had Itttie effeft. The Gover¬ 
nors of Provinces in France were Mailers there 
during this Minority, and till the Miniftry of Rich- 
lieu^ and we fha'll fee how thefe Catholich and 
Frenchmen practis’d the Dodlrine of Obedience with 
out Referve when they cou’d Difobey with Impunity. 
The Duke de Mayenne being very Powerful in his 
Government, the Favourite thought it moft advife- 
able to gain him by fair means, and caus'd the King 
to virite a Letter to him, inviting him to return to 
Court, which the Duke excus’d, faying, He coud 
be more Serviceable to his Majefiy in Guyenne. The 
Duke de fcndome withdrew to the Queen Mother 
at Angers ; he was follow’d by the Couritefs of 
Soijfcns , her Son the Count, and the Grand Prior of 
Fra?ice ; her Party in a little Time became fo con- 
fiderable that fhe had with her befides the Second 
Prince of the Blood, Seventeen great Lords, Officers 
of the Crown or Governors of Provinces. . They 
pretended the Publick Good only, whereas in Truth 
neither Mary de Medicis nor her Followers aim’d 
at any thing but the Adminiftration, and their Pri¬ 
vate Advantage. ’Tis thus the People in all Nations 
have been abus'd by the glorious Pretence of Re- 
drefling of Grievances, when the Changes that great 
Men have required in order to it are accomplulvd, 
other Perfons are indeed employ’d, but the People 
remain where they were, the Qppreffion is the 
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fame, tho’ the OpprefTors are forc’d to givePlaces to 
others.TheConfederacydid not go far in this attempt 
to remove theFavourite, means were found to divide 
the Confederated Lords, who if they had continu’d 
United and under the Queen Mother, might, if they 
pleas’d have fecur’d the liberties France. , The 
Duke de Longueville , the Grand Prior of Francs , 
and the Count de Torigni held Normandy 9 the Count 
de Soiffons fecur’d Perche and part of Maine , the 
Duke de Vend.onie was Matter of fome Towns on 
the River Loire , the Marefchal de Bois Dauphin pof- 
fefs’d himfelf of others between La Sartre and La 
Maxienne , the Queen Mother held Angers and 
Pont de Ce t the Dukes de TrimouMe and Retz. held 
feveral good Towns in Poiibou and Bretagne , the 
Duke de Rohan commanded in St. Jean W’ Angeli , 
the Duke de Epcrncn had la Angoumois and la Shin • 
longe at his difpofal •, the Vicount de Aubeterra Go¬ 
vernor of Blaie declar’d himfelf for Mary de Me - 
diets ^ the City, the Parliament of Bourdeaux 'and 
all Guyenne follow’d the Directions of the Duk tde 
Mayenne *, in a word, the Queen Mother had a 
Country of Two Hundred Leagues in length' front 
Diep to the Mouth of the Garonne at her Devotion j 
and had the Lords who were with her, taken Care 
to prevent her being govern’d by Perfons who had 
their own Inrereft only in view, they might 
have foon put an End to the Tyranny of the 
Favourite, who finding the Stream run fo ftrong 
againft him, refolv’d rather to give way a little 
to it f than by a rafh Oppofition to encreafe its 
Fury. He began by pra&ifing upon fome of the 
Lords about her, and cajoling others that had not 
yet taken her Party. The Dukes de Monbazjon and 
de Bellegarde , the Archbifhop of Sens , and the Pre- 
fident Jeannin were difpatclVd away to Angers as 
Commiilioners from the King to treat of an Accom¬ 
modation with the Queen Mother,who would at firft 
hearken to noPropofition, burin concert with the 
Lords that had declar’d for her,which theCommifiio- 
ners faying, The King woud not enter into a Treaty 
with his Subjects. ATone that has been fince improv’d 
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in France • Had the Queen Mother follow'd thb 
advice of the Dukes de Rohan , de Mayenne and dJ 
Epernon, the Court mud have foon alter’d their 
Language, inftead of giving them Time to gain off 
feveral Heads of the Party, and prevent others from 
■joyning them, to raife Troops and be prepar’d to 
fall upon Normandy , before the Duke de Longueville 
had got a fufficient Strength to make Head againft 
them,• if rtie had retir'd to Boiirdeaux to the Duke de 
Mayenne who had a good Army of j8oco Men, 
the other Lords wouYl immediately have joyn’d her, 
and’ by that Injunffion the Army have been fo e in¬ 
creas'd that nothing could have hinder’d their march 
to Paris. But the Bifhop of Liicon who was afraid of 
the too great Influence thofe Lords would have over 
her, if fhe was fo entirely in their Poffeffioii, and that 
he fliould not be able to value himfelf to the Court 
fo much for his Management of her and her Affairs, 
diffwaded her from it, under Pretence that if fhe 
went to Bourdcaux it wou’d infallibly occafion d 
Difference between the Duke de Mayenne , whd 
wou’d pretend to the Superiority as Governor of the 
Province, and the Duke d ’ Eperenon who wou’d 
fubmit to no Body on account of Seniority and 
his High Employments. 

This Irrefolution deflroy’d the hopefulleft Pro- 
Jeff that ever was form’d in France tofecure that 
Nation from the Abfolute Power of Favourites, 
which was" the Ruin of their Liberties The King 
attended by his Brother the Duke of Anjou, the 
Prince of Conde, the Favourite, Du Fair, and other 
Lords of the Court march'd with an Army into 
Normandy, and oblig'd the Duke de Longueville to 
throw himfelf into Diep ; the Caftle of Caen made 
a vigorous Refiffance; Monfieur Prudent, a’ Valiant 
Officer commanded there for the Grand Prior , and 
the Kings Army was forc’d to Befiege it in Form, 
There happen'd a Circumftance in this Siege which 
was very Extraordinary *, the Prince of Conde to 
whom Luines gave the entire Management of Mat-’ 
ters in this Difficult Junffure, perfwaded the 
Young King Lewis and his Brother Gaflon to vifit 
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the Trenches ; the Eefieg'd did not difcontinue 
their Fire, and it was thought (omewhat odd, tha't 
the Firft Prince of the Blood fh 6 u!d carry thofe 
Two Princes to fuch a Place cf Danger, h.mfelf 
being the next Heir after them, to the Crown •, the 
Courtiers grumbled at it, but the Favourite being 
now govern’d by Conde 7 every one eile th light it in 
vain to oppofe him - , I.uine's , as other Minions have 
done, kept out of Harms way, and tho’ he fent the 
King and the Duke d’ Anjou to the Trenches, never 
came near tliem himfelfthe King commanded 
the Garrifon to be Summon’d again, but the Brave 
Prudent valu’d not their Threats to Hang him if 
he refilled any longer,; upon which the Befiegers 
had Recourie to an Artifice, and order’d the Of¬ 
ficer who was fent with the Summons, to cry out 
to the Garrifon, that if they wou’d throw the 
Obftinate and Rebellious Governor over the Walls, 
they fhould have Ten Thoufand Crowns befides a 
Pardon •, Prudent after that could not keep them 
in Obedience, and being forc’d to Capitulate, had. 
Honourable Terms given him. The Reduction of 
Caen wasfoliow’d with the Submiflion ofthe Counts 
de Torigny , Beuvron , Montgommeri , Luzerne and 
other Lords \ the Duke dc Longueville hiralelf fend¬ 
ing the King a Letter, importing, that tho’ the 
Malice of his Ememies oblig'd him to Hand on 
his Guard in Diep-, yet he promis’d hot to do any 
thing againft his Majeftys Service. 

Normandy being reduc’d, s tfie Prince of Cor.de, 
who was more than any one animated againft tile 
Queen Mother for his Imprifonment, was for march¬ 
ing without lofs of time to Alencon , and fo to Pont 
de Ce to poffefs them (elves of that Poft, and cut 
off the Queen Mother’s Communication with tlie 
Dukes de Bohan , d’ Epernon and Mayenne. A Couh- 
fel being held on this occafion, the Cardinal de Retz 
reprefented fo the King, that it was not decent to 
fall upon Alencon which belong’d to the Queen his 
Mother. Conde reproach’d the Cardinal that he was' 
for fparing Alencon hecaufe his Nephew the Duke 
d?R(fz, had embrac’d the' contrary Party,- Teu m arel 

M afraid 
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afraid , faickhe angrily, if it flmld be intirely deflroy 9 d y 
the Duk tyour Nephew , wi/lfuffer as well as the other 
Malecontents* Sir , reply d the Cardinal, 1 am the 
Kings Servant , and 1 am not afraid to own that lam 
a Servant to the Queen Mother y I know the difference 
between the Fidelity 1 owe his Alajefty and the Re- 
Jpetl I owe to the Queen his Mother. No body fhall 
ever lay to my Charge , added he Smiling, That I 
have efpous’d any Tarty againfl the Kings Service , 
nor have been too much concern 9 d for thofe that have 
taken Arms againft him , whatever Proximity of Blood 
there may be between me and them. From this Time 
the Cardinal and the other Confidents reprefented 
continually to Luines , that if the Party of the Queen 
Mother was utterly fupprefs’d, the Prince of Conde 
wou’d be Matter of all, and his Power be much 
more intolerable than any thing that cou’d be ap¬ 
prehended from that of Mary de Medicis, They in- 
linuated to him, that by gaining Richlieu y Bithop 
of Lucon , who govern’d the Queen Mother, he might 
eafily make her Favourable to him, and fecure him- 
felf. Accordingly he enter’d into Secret Negotia¬ 
tion with the Bifhop *, the Favourite by his Agents 
promis’d him a Cardinals Hat, and Richlieu gave 
him Afiurance that he wou’d deliver up his Miftrefs 
when the King arriv’d at Pont de Ce . The Royal 
Army marching towards Alencon took Verneuily 
famous for the glorious Viftory obtain’d there by 
the EngUJh over the French , and Dreux y where 
Monfieur Baffompierre joyn’d it with 8ooo Foot and 
700 Horfe. It was now twice as Strong as the 
Queen Mother’s, which had taken La Fleche and 
was advancing to Mans\ but hearing of the Jun¬ 
ction of Baffompierre 9 s Troops with the King’s, fhe 
retir’d to Angers. Luines took Courage on this Suc- 
cefs, and efpecialJy on the hopes he had form’d of 
having Mary de Medicis betray’d to him by Lucon . 
A Declaration was publifh’d in his Majefly’s Name, 
wherein the Queen Mother was tenderly dealt with, 
but the Count and Countefs de Soiffons , the Duke de 
Vendome , his Brother the Grand Prior of France , 
the Dukes de Mayenne , de Nemours , de Longueville 
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de Rohan , de la Tremoullle , d 9 Epernon , 

Roannez. y the Marefchal Dauphin, the 

Count Candahy the Marquis de • la Valette, the 
Arch-Bifhop of Touloufe, and all others engag’d on 
her fide, were declar’d Rebels, unlefs they laid down 
their Aims in a Month. This Declaration was Re* 
gifter’d in Parliament the Sixth of Augufl, 1 C 20 . 
The Cardinal de Guife was not Nam’d, in Compla¬ 
cency to his Brothers the Dukes de Guife and de 
Chevreufe, who had done his Majefty Signal Servi¬ 
ces^ and the Court was not willing to drive the 
Marefchal de Bouillon to Extremites, tho’ they 
knew of his Engagements with Mary de Medicis , 
who being frighten’d at her Sons Approach, was 
for leaving fome Troops to defend Angers and. Pont- 
de Ce 0 and joyning the Duke d‘ Epernon and de 
Mayenne with the reft, which wou’d have made up 
an Army of 30000. This was the beft Step fhe 
had to take, but the falfe Richlieu diffwaded her 
from it, by reprefenting to her, that if fhe put 
herfelf into the Hands of thole Two Ambitious 
Lords, fhe, who might at Angers be Arbiter of 
Peace and War, mult fubmit to what Conditions, 
they fhoud think fit to impofe on her. This 
Counfel cou’d not but be pleafing to a Princefs, 
who believ’d it came from her belt Friend, efpe- 
cially fince it flatter’d that defire of Independency, 
which had always appear’d in her from her firft 
affuming the Regency. The Queen confided wholly 
in the Fidelity and Vigilance of Richlieu , who 
plac’d his. Relations and Creatures in all the mod 
Important Offices near his Perfon,and in all Military 
Pofts, infomuch that fhe was entirely at his difpo- 
fal. The Magazines of Pont de Ce he fo far neg¬ 
lected, that there was neither Powder nor Ball 
there on the approach of the Kings Army. The, 
Queen Mother fent the Duke de Bellegarde , the 
Arch-Bilhop of Sens, and Father Berulle to acquaint 
her Son, that fhe was willing to enter into a Ne¬ 
gotiation with him, to which a Hop was put, by. 
the King’s infilling upon it, that the Lords of her 
Party ffiou’d fubmit to his Mercy : The Queen on 
M 2 the 
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the other hand, wou’d not Treat but with their 
Participation. While things were in this fufpence, 
the Favourite, who had an Underftanding with 
Richlieu , fends Bajfompierre to poffefs him (elf of 
Pont de Ce , where the Duke de Retz. commanded, 
who having Intimation from his Unkle the Cardinal, 
that Mary de Medicis was betray’d by Lucon 0 
abandon’d that Command, and retir’d tohisHoufe. 
The King’s Troops eafily mafter’d the unprovided 
Garrifon, and Butcher’d a great part of it. Mary 
de Medicis was for flying into Gvyenne , and Rich - 
lieu gave Notice of it to Luines , who took care to 
fend out Parties of Horfe to intercept her. 

The Queen Mother finding herfelf furrounded 
by her Sons Army, accepted of what Conditions 
he wou’d grant hen The mofl favourable of which, 
was a General Pardon for all that had engag’d with 
her, if they fubmitted in Eight Days, after the 
Treaty was Sign’d. Richlieu was by a private Arti¬ 
cle, to have the next Cap after the ArcivBifhop of 
Touloufe , by the Recommendation of France , and 
the Queen Mother who imagin’d it wou’d mightily 
advance her Affairs, if there was a Friendfhip be¬ 
tween Luines and, him, encourag’d that Intelligence 
which Lucon had Traiterouily carry’d on. A Match 
was talk’d of between a Nephew of the Duke de 
Luines , and a Neice of Richlieu; , Famous after¬ 
wards, under the Name of the Dutchefs de Aiguil - 
Ion . The Queen Mother having given the Duke d' 
Epernon Notice of her entring into a Treaty of Ac¬ 
commodation,that Duke,who pretended only to take 
Arms for her Service, disbanded his Troops and 
fubmitted. The Duke de Mayenne did not fubmit 
fo readily, but finding it was to nopurpofeto (land 
out, he follow’d the example of d i Epernon , as did 
all the Male contents ^ and the Queen Mother had an 
Interview with her Son at Brifac , where, to all 
outward appearance, there was a perfeft Reconci¬ 
liation of all Parties. The Prince of Conde feem’d 
to have forgot his Prifon ^ Richlieu was carefs’d by 
the Court, as the main Inftrument of the Peace, 
and after the interview, his Majefty went a Pro- 
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grefs into Guyenne , and other Provinces, where the 
Malecontent Lords had beem nioft ttiring. He was 
receiv’d every where with Joy, and treated with 
the utmoft Refpett and Magnificence by cC Epcrncn , 
Mayennc , and other Lords, whom a few Daj-s be¬ 
fore he had Proclaim’d Traytors. 

The Happy Iflue of this Expedition, made the 
Court refolve to enter upon another, that of an. 
nexing Bearn to the Crown, and reftoring the Po- 
pifh Religion in that Principality. To which end, 
at the Perfwafion of the Pope’s Nuntio, the SpaniJIj 
Ambaflador, du Tenon Arch-Bifhop of Sens, du 
Vair , and others, Luines put his Matter upon a 
March to Bearn in the Winter Seafon. The Parlia¬ 
ment Pent feveral Deputies to his Majefty, to make 
their Submiffion in any manner, with preferving 
their Ancient Rights and Privileges, which the 
Bearaois appear’d refolute in the Defence of, till the 
Army approach’d and the Gates of Pan their Capi¬ 
tal, were open’d to them. The King having made 
his Entry into Pau , Lent a Detachment to pofTefs 
Naverreins , a ftrong Town, which might have 
fuftain’d a long Siege, but the Proteftam Governor 
caus’d the Garnfon to march our, to receive the 
King, who went thither, in Perfon with the more 
refpeft. His reward was to be turn'd out of his 
Government, and a Popijb Governor and Popifi Gar- 
rifon were left in it/ There was one. Ridiculous 
FafTage in this Aftion of the King’s, which makes 
one pity theliardihips that ill Minifters put on their 
Matters Confciences. Lewis being come back to 
. Pau , in an Aflembly of the States took the ufual 
Oath to maintain their Rights, Privileges and Im¬ 
munities, which the very fame Day he began to 
violate *, and before he left the Place, the whole 
Order of Government, Eftabli fil’d in that Province, 
was fubverted *, and on the very Day that their Li¬ 
berty was at an end, did a mod Cruel and Sangui¬ 
nary Perfecution begin, the Forerunner of a General 
One, with which the Furious Papifis then threaten’d 
the Proteftantsj, ’Tisftrange, that while the Court 
was acting thefe Violences in Bearn , the Aflembly 
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of the Pretext ants at Aicts fhou’d not interceed for 
the Miferable Bearrms their Brethren. They dif¬ 
fer’d themfelves to be amus’d by Falfe Reports, and 
were fo tar from fending ’em Succours, that they 
refus’d to order Prayers for them. Several of the 
Deputies had fold thepifelves to the Court, and the 
AfTembly faw it well enough, but they wanted ei¬ 
ther the Means to Convitt, or the Courage to 
Chaftife them. 

It was not likely the Liberties of the Reform'd 
Church of France cou’d be long maintain’d, when 
the Marefchal de Lefdifguieres , and the Marquis 
deChatillon , Two of their Chiefs, had a Secret 
Interview with the Duke ds Guife , the nioft In¬ 
veterate Enemy of the Proteftants, to concert 
Meafures to hinder their making a Diverfion in the 
Provinces of Davphine , Languedoc and Provence. 
Some of the very Minifters themfelves held Corref* 
pondence with the King’s Lieutenants, as La Farre , 
Minifterof the Church at : Aubena\ Codure , Mini- 
Iter at Ganges , and others. The Reform d were 
every were infulted, and no Redrefs coud be ob¬ 
tain’d for them : Monfieur du Pleffis Mcrnay was 
{till for Pacihck Paftive Councils, he faw the Dan¬ 
ger the Church of France was in : He wrote to the 
Minifters, and the Duke de Monbaum in their be¬ 
half, but he wou’d not hear of coming to Action } 
and the extream Caution of this Lord, the Inte^ 
refted Principle of the Duk tde Bouillon, the Treach¬ 
ery of Lefdifguieres and Chat i lien, the Cowardice 
and Inconitancy of the Marquis de la Force , -hin¬ 
der’d the efteit which the Refoiution and Zeal of 
the Dukes de Rohan , and de Soztbize might have 
produc’d, for the Safety of the Proteftant Churches 
of France, had they been Faithfully and Vigoroufly 
fupported. 1 (hall not enter into the Detail of the 
Proceedings of ieveral Provincial Aflemblies of the 
Reform'd \ they had Communication with each 
other, but the Falfe Brethren that were among 
them, hinder’d their refolving upon any thing Ef¬ 
fectual for their Defence. The Court had pro¬ 
mis'd., that if their Grievances were not redrefs’d 
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in a Months time, the General Aflembly might 
meet of themfelves. The Time was near expir'd* 
and nothing done to give them Satisfaftion : Luines 
fear'd his Intrigues wou'd not have the Succels with 
a General, as with a Provincial Aflembly, and 
therefore got the* King to caufe Two Coun- 
fellors of the Religion to be receiv’d in the Par¬ 
liament of Paris, The Prince of Conde went to 
get the Editt for their Reception pafs’d, and it is 
laid he allur'd that Aflembly, it wou’d be the 
laft Favour which wou'd be granted to the Hu- 
gonots. Theft, and other fuch Political Com¬ 
pliances, not fatisfying the Reform’d , who ft Edicts 
were daily infring'd, a General Aflembly met at 
Rochelle t which the Court declar'd to be an Illegal 
One , as meeting without their Warrant*, and the 
Jefuits fuggefted, that the Aflembling thus, being 
a Rebellion, the Proteftants had forfeited all the 
Favours that had been granted them. New Names 
were given to Things to blacken them, and pre¬ 
pare the way for their Deftruftion. When they 
were Attack’d, if they Refilled , they were Rebels \ 
their Courage in Affaults, or in Sallies, in Com¬ 
bats or in Sieges, was term’d Fury . All the 
Enemies they kill'd in a Juft War, were Mafia- 
cres: All their Undertakings to fecure themfelves,' 
to Fortify their Cities, to prevent Surprizes from 
their Pepijh Fellow Citizens, were nothing but 
Barbarity, Impiety and Sacrilege. In a Word , fays 
the Author of the Edift of NantAll their Pro¬ 
ceedings were Vilify d, with all the Malice imagi¬ 
nable , by Writers and Orators t in order to engage 
the Catholicks the more to their Ruin I think, con¬ 
tinues he, this General Remark will be fuffcicnt: 
I thought it necefifary 7 leafl People might be impos’d 
iipon by the Stile of thofie Days. Is there no Period 
of Time*' when the like Reproach, the like Ma¬ 
lice of one Guilty Part of a Nation againft ano¬ 
ther Innocent one were thus practis'd*, their Acti¬ 
ons mifreprefented, their Arguments wrefted, odi¬ 
ous Diftinttions given them, the Pulpits and the 
Prefs at War with them. Theft were the Me- 
* M f ' thods 


2 68 The Secret Hi fiery 

thoJs the Jefuits made ufe of in France to deftroy 
the Proteftants. How th.y fucceeded, this Hiftory 
will fhew in I he Sequel. 

An event that fell out fogn after the King’s re¬ 
turn from Pat/ to Bandeaux, fhe;vs the Pcvv^r the 
Favourite had over him, and the flavifh Subje&ion 
of the Courtiers to him. Monfieur de Baffompierre , 
one of the moft Gallant Men of his Time, had in- 
finuated himfelf fo far into his Matter’s Favour, 
that Luines conceiv’d an incurable Jealoufy of him, 
and would not let the King be eafy till he got him 
to alter his Condufr towards him. Accordingly all of 
2 hidden, when he waited on his Majefty, he was re¬ 
ceiv’d very coldly ; he who us’d to fpeak to him 
with equal Freedom and Gaiety, laid, ylre you in 
Fame ft oir , or is it only for the Jcft fake, that you 
feem Angry with me? The King reply’d. gravely, 
/ am not Angry with you; and immediately turn’d 
from him *, Bajfowpierre went prefently to the Duke 
de Luines who receiv’d him fo ill, that he no lon¬ 
ger doubted of a Defign againft him at Court, 
i he Cardinal de Retz,, and the Count de Schomberg y 
let him know that the Duke de Luines complain 4 
pf him, and when Baffompierre defir’d to come to 
an Edaircilfmcnt on the Matter; the main Cade 
of it was found to he his gaining Ground daily 
in the Kings g.ood Graces. The Favourite was re- 
folv’d to ruin him or make him leave the Court. 
One would have thought that thole good Graces 
pf his Majefty might have been his Protection, but 
inftead of that he had the Comfort to hear him fay, 
j Don't 'Trouble thy filf take no Notice of it, Baf¬ 
fompierre was told rlia: Luines cou’d not bear him 
at Court, and that he muft think of leaving it 
out of Hand. The Gallant Lprrainer refolv’d at 
firft not to fuhmic to his unjuft Banifhment, but 
his Friends reprefented to him that all Oppofition 
would be to no Purpole. He who had as much 
Cunning as Gallantry, thought it his befl w 7 ay to 
comply with an Ambitious Favourite, who had the 
entire Government of his Mafter, and that he might 
not he ruin’d paft recovery, to come to Terms with 
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hm). The Duke de Luines propos’d to him to go 
Ambaflador Extraordinary to Spain : Bajfompierre , to 
oblige him, accepted of the Ambaffy, and they ha¬ 
ving afterwards^ a Meeting about it, 1 rmift own, 
plainly to you , fays Luines meanly and ridiculoully, 
/ am like a Husband who’s afraid of being a Cuckold , 
1 cant endure that a Gallant Man fh mid make Love 
to my Wife *, /Jball always have a* hjleem arid Friend - 
j (trip for you, but'tis on Condition that you do not en¬ 
deavour to infinuate yonrfelf too far into the King’s 
Favour • Luines after thatcarry’d him to the King’s 
Apartment by whom he was gracioufly receiv’d, 
the Favourite fhewing that Matters were made up 
between them, Here’s an Image of a lovereign 
Genius ^ Here’s a Mader of a Powerful Monarchy 
that dares not Love or Hate hut as his Minion plea- 
fes. Happy the People whole Religion, whofe Li¬ 
berties, whole Properties are at the Pleafure of 
fuch a Prince. Good God ! Was there ever an In¬ 
stance of fuch Weaknefs ? Lewis not only Reigns, 
but Smiles* and Frowns as his Favourite Will have 
him j a Favourite, of whom at the Bottom he is him- 
Felf weary, and whom the lead Breath of his 
Mouth would reduce to the meannefs of his OrU 
gin. 

The Court having perform’d that Notable Ex¬ 
pedition to Bearn , and finding the Proteftants fo 
intimidated, that they durft not dir upon it, kept 
po Measures with ’em, and indead of receiving 
the Remondrance of the Afiembly at Rochelle , or 
the Petition of their Deputies General *, the for¬ 
mer was in a manner prefcrib’d, and the latter re¬ 
fus’d Audience. This at lad made the AfTembly 
Defperate *, they fent Circular Letters to the Pro¬ 
vinces order’d their Places of Secutity to be For- 
tify’d, rais’d Money, and chofe Generals to Head 
their Troops if occafion requir'd. I have not Pa¬ 
tience with the eternal Eulogies given by the Au¬ 
thor of the Life of Monfieur du Plejfis Morn ay ^ to 
the utiparailel’d Wifdom of that Gentleman, who 
wou’d never con fent to the Protedants taking Arms 
till ft was too late j who was for giving away every 
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thing by degrees, rather than come to Extre- 
niites. Whereas it was very plain that no Com¬ 
pliances wou’d fave that Religion, which a Vigo¬ 
rous, Unamimous, and timely Refinance might have 
maintain’d to this Day. 

The Marefchal de Bouillon , and the Marquis de 
la Force were alfo for Submiffion to the King’s or 
rather to the Favourite’s Will. Not half of the Lords 
of the Reform’d Religion fell in with the AfTembly, 
and a Party thus divided, cou’d not hope of prevail¬ 
ing againft one Superior to them in every Thing • 
four times their Number, poflefs’d of the Riches and 
Strength of the Nation, However, Affairs were Def- 
perate they would not be deftroy’d without Refift- 
ance, and they could but be deftroy’d with it \ if the 
Caution of du Plejfir , and the Private Views of. 
others of their Chiefs had not rais’d fuch fatal 
Divifions \ if they 1 had with one Voice refolv’d to 
defend their Edifls, and been as Induftrious to Dif- 
unite their Enemies*, as their Enemies were tocaufe 
Difunion among them, the Profceftant Caufe in 
France had hot been fuch a loft one as it not long 
after prov’d to be/' The Count de Soifjons ill fatis- 
fy’d with the late Accomodation, the Dukes de 
Mayenne and de Longueville foHicited the AfTembly 
to Form a new Confederacy tooppofe the Favourite, 
Monfieur du Plejfis was againft trufting them fo 
the Proteftants refolv’d to do their Bufinefs tbem- 
felves, and not accept of any Aftiftance. A Shallow 
Policy ! If they had fecur’d the’lntereft of thofe 
Lords on their fide, the Court would foon have 
given them the Terms they defir’d. The Favourite 
having fo many Ememies to ftruggle with, woud 
not have long continu’d the Reform'd in the Num¬ 
ber of them ^ and thofe Catholick Lords ought as 
well to have fufpe&ed the Hugonots as the Hugonots 
to have fufpe&ed them. The AfTembly offer’d the’ 
Marefchal deLefdifguieres the Command of an Army 
of 20000 Men, and to pay him iooooo Crowns a 
Year in any Proteftant City of Europe he fbou’d 
name; but the Marefcbal in Expectation of the Con- 
(table’s Staff, promis’d him by Veageant, had fold his 


of FRANCE- 171 

Honour and Confcience to the Court, given them 
Affuranees of changing his Religion, and of heading 
Troops againft the Proteftanrs, when there was Oc- 
cafion. 

It was very neceffary that the Reform'd fhou’d 
not believe Lefdifguieres had abandon’d them It 
wou’d have diicourag’d the Affembly and the Pro- 
Vinces . the former therefore made new Inftances to 
him to fide with them, to mediate powerfully for 
them with the Miniftry, or to lead their Army 
if a War was inevitable. Lefdifguieres reply’d, 
the Affembly were in the wrong to be fo frighted, 
and to make fuch a Buflle-, neverthelefs he call’d 
God to Witnefs to his Zeal for the Welfare of the 
Reform'd Churches of France , and admonifh’d them 
to Sepera;e, I will remain faithful to you-> fays he, 
andferve the Church of God while I have Breath to 
draw in that Religion Iprofefs. At the fame time were 
there Irtreagues between him and the Court for 
his (. t nwrflon, and the Office ofConftable of France 
being to be reviv’d by the King, he declar’d he re¬ 
tarded it in Favour of theMarefchal de Lefdifguieres^ 
whereas in truth Luines got the Revival of it 
with intent to have it himfelf ,• 6ut he was afraid 
to (how the French that fo envy’d a Dignity was 
reviv’d purely for the Sake of a Favourite of fo lit¬ 
tle Merit, efpecially as a Soldier. The King, who 
really intended the Staff for Lefdifguieres , order’d 
his Commiffion to be fent him *, but Luines faid. 
It woud be enough for the Vrefent to fend, him a 
Brevet only , and difpatch’d Bullion , a Creature of his, 
to perfwade Lefdifguieres to accept of the Title of 
Marefchal General , with the Pay of 5ooo Crowns 
a Month, for which he ffiou’d not be oblig’d to 
change his Religion. But alas, that was of no 
weight in fo Important a Cafe as the Poffeffion of 
the Conftable’s Staff. Lefdifguieres disenabled his 
Relentment, that his Name had been made ufe of 
to revive a Dignity for Luines , and giving way to 
the Perfwafions of Deage ant , and his Wife Alary 
Vignon , he came to a Refolution to accept of the 
Favourite’s offer. In the mean time the Biffiop of 
* - * • • -• 1 Lusrn 
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Lucon pretend for the Execution of the Secret Ar¬ 
ticle of the Treaty, by which he was to have a 
Cardinal’s Cap after the Archbifhop oiTouloufe was 
provided with one ; which being dene, Richlieu be- 
>gan to grow Troublefome to h~"e his at the No¬ 
mination of France. The Com tin Appearance was 
diflatisfy’d, that "he rope had not given a more 
Satisfa£l< ry P nfwer to the Marquis de C&vvre the 
French Ambafiador on that Head. The Marquifs 
was not let into the Secret: Luires. iealnus of the 
aftive and afpiring Genius of Ric.J.en, did not care 
to fire it too much, by Clothing him with the Ro¬ 
man Purple, and Intimation was given to the Car¬ 
dinal Nephew that whatever Solicitations the Am- 
bafTador us J d to obtain the Hat for the Bilhop of 
Luton, the King wou’d be better pleas’d if it was 
not granted him. The Marquis having prefented 
feveral Memorials on that Subjeft, and receiving 
an Evafive Anfwer, at laft threaten’d the Court of 
Rome with his Mailer’s Refentment of fuch a Com- 
tempt put on his Recommendation*, and talking after 
the fame Manner at an Audience of his Holinefs, the 
Pope fhew’d him a Letter from the Duke de Lmnes 
wherein it was faid that the King wou’d be better 
pleas’d if Richlieu had not the Hat than if he had 
it \ t&vvre in a Rage, to be thus made a Fool by 
the Favourite, demanded to be recall’d, but means 
were found out to make him eafy in his AmbafTy 
and to keep him where he was. The Favourite 
continu'd to complain of the little Difference paid 
to Lewis by the Court of Rome with refpeft to 
the Bifhop of Lucori s Hat *, but Lucon law thro* the 
Difguife, and rightly imagin’d that his Holinefs 
would not be fo Obftinate if there was’ not a Col- 
lufion in the Matter. Lejdifgvieres having Permif- 
fion to Profefs the Reform d Religion , till the Con- 
ftable’s Staff was given him, cou’d not help fhow* 
ing a Concern for its Prefervation, which wps un¬ 
derflood at Court as a Blind only, and did not give 
him that Charafler there, which he expefled from 
the Influence he pretended to have over the Pro- 
teftantSo Quines depended on the Management of 
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the Deageant y who had gain'd the Con¬ 

fidence of Lefdifguieres and his Wife. The main 
Inftrument of Deagcants’ s Power over the Maref- 
chal, was a Chaplain of his, who being a Pro- 
teftant, difcover’d ail the Secrets of the Party to 
him, by which means he knew how to Counter¬ 
work any Defigns to engage Lefdifguieres to conti¬ 
nue firm in the Interefts of the Hugonots. Dea- 
geant obtain’d a Brief for that Minifter from the 
Pope, who allow'd him to perform the Fun&ions 
of his Miniftry Three Years longer, on Condition 
he fhou’d neither Preach againft the Doctrine of the 
Romijb Church, nor Adminifler the Sacraments ac¬ 
cording to the manner of the Reform'd. Such 
was the Damnable Hypocrify of the Court of Romc y 
fuch the Hellifh Treachery of feme of the Hugo - 
nots. Alas! Where is there a Nation that the 
Temptations of the Court have no Power over*. 
Where People Proof againft Bribery and Cor¬ 
ruption ? Do not we fee Principle and Confcience 
fold daily, and why fhou 5 d we fo much admire 
at it in others, who have among our felves fo 
many Inftances of the fame Vice, which this Hu,- 
gonot Minifter is charg'd with. 

The Duke de Lulnes having fo far wrought by 
his Agents, that Lefdifguieres confented to be hitn- 
felf a Petitioner to the King for the Conftabie’s 
Staff for the Favourite, the Marefchal went to 
Paris y the Motive of his Journey was a mighty 
Miftery, but upon his Arrival, ’twas known it 
was to refign his Pretences to that Staff to Lu- 
intSy whofe Jealoufy not being cur’d by that Re- 
fignatlon, he refolvd to have him Arrefted, and 
communicated his Defign to Deageant , who de¬ 
pending now more on the Marefchal dc Lefdifgui¬ 
eres , than on the Con (table de LuineSy appear’d 
in an extraordinary Emotion, when Luines pro¬ 
pos'd it to him. Stab me to the Heart , fays he, 
If you will not fuffer me to give Afonfieur de Lef- 
diiguieres Notice of the Defign formed againjl him . 
What Advantage will an Alt ion be to yoUy which 
is fo Injurious to the King's Reputation , which may 

perhaps 
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perhaps Yuin his Affairs, and bring on your felf an 
Eternal Infamy: The Duke hearken’d to his Coun- 
fel, and Deagoant promis’d not to difcover the 
Secret, 

On the 22d of June, 1621, was the Ceremony 
of Enregiftring the New ConftableV Patent per¬ 
form’d, the King, the Duke of Anjou, the Lords 
of the Court, particularly the Marefchal General' 
do Lefdifguieres afiifted at it*, and Two Days after 
a Declaration was publifh’d of the King’s Intenti¬ 
on to reduce the AfTembly at Rochelle to Obedi¬ 
ence by Force, which fo terrify’d the Deputies, 
that they grew very defirous of a Treaty. But 
the Court contented to one only to gain time 
to provide Money and other Neceflaries for the 
War ^ and when the People thought an Accom¬ 
modation was at Hand, the King left Paris , and 
remov’d to Tours , where he immediately order’d 
the Offices of the Receipts of his Revenues, to be 
remov’d out of the Reform'd Cities; turn’d the 
Marquis de la Force out of his Government of 
Bearn y banifh’d the Marquis’s Son, who, at the 
fame time had no fmall fhare of his Favours from 
Court, and Pent the Duke d* Epernon into Bearn , 
to make a Conqueft of that Principality^ eafily 
effe&ed, when there were no hopes of Succours for 
the miferable Bear no is. The Court being refolv’d 
upon a War, the AfTembly' at Rochelle were not 
of Opinion, that the Protefianp Religion oblig’d 
them to ftand Hill, and offer their Throats to their 
Enemies Poinards. They confider’d their Strength, 
and how to make the beft ufe of it. To which end 
the Proteftants of France were divided into Eight 
Circles and Commanders appointed over each Cir¬ 
cle, as follow. 


The 
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The Ifle of France,1 Defign’d for the 

Normandy> j Duke de Bouillon 


Picardy , 
Bcau([c y 

The Firft Circle, Berry , 
contorting of Aniou y 
Maine y 
Perche y i 
Tourain . 


who was alfo of¬ 
fer’d to be Genera - 
J >li]fimo of the whole 
Reformed Forces, 
but he excus’d him- 
fdf on account of 
J his Age, 


To be Command- 
. . 0 .. - , ed by the Duke de 
■ /*n • r ' The City, ( Soubize* the Duke 

contofti g anc j jj| e 0 f \^ e Rohan's Brother. 

Bouchard, 


Poiftou y 

The Second Circle, 


Angoumois , ^ 

TheThird Circle, Saintonge , 7 By the Duke de U 

contorting of And r Trimouille, 

The Iflands.Jj 

TheFourthCircle, Lower Guy-\ By the Marquis 
contorting of enne . J la Force . 

rwu 5 ^) ar| d 7 By the Marquis 
The Fifth Circle, u$ D ’ G e _L_ Son to the 

confuting of dearies. j Marq. /.j Force. 
The Sixth 
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Confiftmgof G P e $ Koha,. 


Duke ie /<* 
Rohan. 


Lower Languedoc,-} 

the Ceven- ( By the Marquis de 
The Seventh Circle, ties, GivauC^ Chat Mom 

confifting of dan, and k 
Vivarets. J 


The 
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'Burgundy , O By the Marefchal* 
The Eighth Circle, Provence, ( de Lefdifguieres , 
confifting of And C from whom it cou’d 

Daiiphinc . - not be taken.* 

Rochelle was made a Particular Circle apart 
from the reft, and left to the Government of the 
Mayor. Here we fee a Form of a Settlement, 
wliich had little elfe befides the Form. The Three 
moft Powerful Circles were left to Commanders, 
who wou’d not aft, and of all of them, there was 
only that of Upper Guyenne which made any Re- 
fiftance in the Firft Year of the War. We have 
fecn how Monfieur du Plejfis ALorn'ay temporiz’d 
we have given many Inftances of his Over-Cautious 
Temper: He has a Character of Probity and Wif- 
dom, otherwife wou’d one not think he had lnte- 
refts to manage with the Court, or he wou’d not 
have flood out till he was turn’d out of his Govern¬ 
ment,, one of the Bulwarks of the,JProteftants in 
France . The Duke de Bouillon> tho’ he wou’d not 
take on him any Command, gave the Aflenibly 
good Advice, and particulary as to theii* taking 
Care of Saumur , into which he advis'd them to 
put 6000 Men ; which being neglefted, the King 
Pent a Meflage to du Plejfis , to draw out hisGar- 
rifon, he intending, to come and Lodge in the 
Caftle. This being done, he was told his Majefty 
delign’d to keep it Three Months, and indeed du 
Plejfis was never reflor’d to his Government, which 
was gRen to the* Count de Saulx , Grandfon to 
Lefdifguieres , and a pretended Proteftant, blit the 
Garrifon was Popijh. I fhall not enter into the 
Particulars of this War : the Treachery and Cow¬ 
ardice of the Hugonot Officers, and the Defertion 
of their Generals, made the Work eafy for the 
King’s Forces : The Towns open’d their Gates 3 s 
fa ft as they approach’d to them, and only St. Jean 
d' An gel 1 and Montauban flood on their Defence: 
The Glorious Refiftance made by the latter, fhews 
that if the other Lords had been as Zealous and 


c/FRANCE. 


*77 


as Brave as the Duke de Rohan, the Proteftants 
might have compell d their Enemies to obferve the 
many Edi&s that had been Sworn to by this King 
and his Father. Inftead of which, the Marquifits 
de Chatilion, and de la Force , were gain’d by Inl¬ 
ine s to ftand Neuter. The Duke de Bouillon was 
the fame, as alfo the Duke de la Trimomlle\ and 
the Mavefchal de Lefdifgtiieres having bu'ly’ci the 
•AlTembiy at Rochelle , offer'd to'Command the Ar¬ 
my that the King wou’d fend againfl thofe of the 
Religion which had been To ferviceable to him in 
his Advancement. The King having laid Siege to 
St. Jean T Angeli , and taken it, thought to have 
done die fame by Montauban , which defended it 
felf fo' well, that after the Lofs of above 8cod 
Men, and among the reft the Duke de Mayenne, 
the King and Conftable were forc’d to raile the 
Siege a great Slur upon the«King’s Glorious Cam¬ 
paign, in Which he had taken Fifty, Towns that 
had not Fir’d a Gun in their own Defence. 

I fhal! not incert the feveral Declarations and 
Manifeftos publifh’don one fide and the other. The 
Court, to render the Proteftants Odious, pretended 
they were againfl Monarchy, and defigri d to fet 
up a Common Wealth at Rochelle. This was the 
Scandal the Papifls blacken’d the Reform'd with, 
and reprefented ’em as fit only for Deftru&ion, 
Ou atcouiit of their Antimonarcbical Principles, 
tho’ ’tis well known, that the Hug n ts have been 
the moft Loyal of any of the Subjects .of France , 
ever lince the Reformation. But as it was then, 
fo has it been fince, the Practice of the Papifls 
and their Abettors. When a flop is put to their Per¬ 
fection and Cruelties, The Church is immediately 
in Danger: When Arms is taken for the Mainte¬ 
nance of Laws and Liberties, ’tis Ret e'lion : When 
Religion or Rights are Vindicated by Argument, 
’tis Sedition. Such is the Ufage that True Proteftants 
are every where to expert from their Adverfaries. 

The Difgrace that the King met with before 
Montauban , was imputed to the Conftable de Lu- 
ihes’s want of Valour and Experience, and the 
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Murmurs againft his Tyranny encreafs’d daily. The 
King himfelf, either out of the Inconftancy of his 
Temper or the goodnefs of his Nature, would 
have been glad to have given his Subjects the Pieafure 
of feeing this his Skilful Falconer fent to catch Birds 
again. When his Majefty was at Cognac in Guyenne , 
Luines one Day came to the Caftle in great Pomp,, 
his Guards and his Sniffers march’d before him, 
and the Principal Officers of the Army behind 
him, Lewis was ftanding at the Window, and 
being without Attendance, was piqu’d at the 
Pompous enterance of his Favourite into the Caftle, 
telling Baffompierre , who flood by him, There 
comes the King , Baffompierre artfully reply’d, No, 
5 /r, 'tis a Con ft able be lov'd by his Mafter^ who 
expofes to the Eyes of the People the Bounty and 
Power of the Prince who rais'd him . Lewis took him 
lip, faying, Ton don't know him , he thinks I owe all 
the reft to him \ dttzx.l*d with his Fortune , he woud fet 
up for King , but I Jball take care to hinder him. Baf - 
fompierre anfwer’d, You are unhappy Sir , to have 
fuel3 Fancies enter into your Headffuch fort of Jealovfies 
as this will not hurt Monfieur the Confiable 5 and your 
doing me the Honour of this Confidence may perhaps' 
need your Majefty's Prot eft ion one of thefe Days ; you 
may fallout one with another^and you willfoon be Friends 
again . What will be the End of it? 7 he fame that 
happens to Aden and their Wives when they Quarrel , 
they agree together to turn off tfje Servants that were 
witnejfes of it *, you will tett Monfieur de Luines that 
you difeover'd your Diffatisfaflion to me and others , 
and we Jball be the Ttflvns. Your Adajefiy may re¬ 
member that his Imagining only that you had a Kinanefs 
for rne, was almofi the caufe of my Ruin lafiYear, what 
will he not do % if he fijou'd know what you have now faid 
to me ? The King Swore he would never fpeak a word 
of it to his Favourite, tho’ they fhould be as good 
Friends as ever. I have told 1 ny mind , fays Lewis , 
only to Father Arnoux fay nothing of it to him , keep 
it Secret till / permit you to tell it. There's no need r 
Sir , reply’d Baffompierre , to command me to hold my 
Tongue r my Fortune and my Life depend upon it* 

Luines 
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Luines had riot a Party to fupport him*, the Court 
Lords arid the Lords in the Provinces,-out of En¬ 
vy to his prodigious Greatnefs, were all ready’ to 
contribute to his Fall. The croud of Officers that 
furreunded him at the Entrance into the Caftle of 
Cognac would have abandon’d him at once, if the 
King bad had the Courage to have Frownd upon 
him \ all his Greatnefs would have yanifh’d like a 
Dr^am, and this Objeft of Envy been in a Mi¬ 
nute an Objeft of Contempt. Yet had not Lewis 
the XIIIth, Refoirition enough to affiert his own 
Authority, and tbo he himfelf was one of the Enviers 
of theFottune he had himfelf made,yet he was forc’d 
to let it be a Canker to bis Mind, and to let his Envy 
feed upon it as ravenoufly as it did upon his Cour¬ 
tiers and Servants. 

Lems was not, one wou’d think, a Prince Born 
to raife the Grandeur of the French Monarchy 
to a height it had not known fince the Reign 
of Charles the Great/, he who did not dare to 
let one of his Subjects know that he cou’d Love 
him no longer •, yet fb it was, and all his De¬ 
light was to rail at him to thofe who had Cou¬ 
rage enough to hear it. I {hall inftance in a 
Faflage or two more of this, kind, which will 
give one a lively Idea of Lewis's Weaknefs and Ir- 
refolution. King James the Fil'd of England had 
feen the danger the Reform’d Church of France 
was in, with the fame temper ofMincl as he had 
concern’d himfelf in the Fate of his Son-in-Law 
the King of Bohemia , expell’d from that -Kingdom 
and his Hereditary Dominions the Palatinate. He 
was Deaf to the Clamours of his Subjects, and wou’d 
alfift neither the Palatine nor the Huginots \ his 
good Offices he cou’d not deny them, and his Am- 
bafladors were always running up and down to no 
purpofe. This Pacifick Monarch was well known 
in all the Courts of Europe, and their Negotiations 
were taken no more notice of than they defervYl, 
being in the Name of a I^rince who abhor’d Aftion, 
without which Counfel isfeldom Succefsful in Emer¬ 
gencies, Purfuant to his ufual method, the Kihg L 
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of England i inftead of Succour, Tent a Scotchman , the 
Lord Hay, to intercecd for the Proteftants of France. 
King Lems was then before Montauhan , and feeing 
the AmbafFador going to Luines s Lodgings, he (aid 
to Baffiompierre and Puifieux Secretary, of State, He 
is going to have his Audience of King Luines. Baffom * 
pierce was furpriz’d to hear the King fpeak # fo free¬ 
ly before a Third Perfon, and made as if he did not 
underftand his meaning. 1 here's no fear of Puifieux* 
lays his Majefty, He s in the Secret . Bajfompierre 
anfwer’d, Tqu thinly there’s no need, to fear any Thing, 
and I dm certainly rain’d, AKnfeeur de Puifieux is 
as timerous as the Chancellor his Father, He’L con - 
fefs all to the Conjlable at the firfi Word, and thofe 
that are ip the Secret ivifl.be difgrac’d. Be fatisfy’d, 
fays the King, Smiling, I will Anfwer for Puifieux, 
Notwithftanding Lewis had given this Politick Lor - 
miner his Word, he was loath to rely upon it * 7 
and to fecure himfelf on the fide of the Conftable, 
he thought it beft to give him a hint to (land 
upon his Guard with refpeCt to his Behaviour to¬ 
wards the King, Give me leave Sir , (aid he to 
Luines , to reprefem to you as your moft humble Ser« 
vant , that'you are a little too Car clefs of the Kings 
Favour *, he thinks himfelf 'at Age, he grows daily 
more acquainted with Bufinefs, more Attentive , more 
Diffident, and confequbnly you ought to cultivate 
his good Graces with more affiduity then ever *, Be - 
fid.es, he is inccffant/y loading you with Favours, which % 
requires greater Acknowledgments, For God’s Sake take 
care , and*Pardon me for the Liberty I take, you fee 
’t is only an EffeSl of my Zeal for your Service. Luines 
Thank’d Bajfompierre for his Franknefs, and feem’d 
to take it kindly, I’ll only tell you, added the Con¬ 
ftable, that 1 knew the King, and as 1 knew how to 
gain his Favour know how to keep it \ I mufl put him 
a little out of Humour fometimes * it ferves rather to 
augment. than to diminijh his Friendjhip to me. Up¬ 
on which I met withthefe Reflections, fo agreeable 
to certain other Inftances in Hiftory, that I cannot 
think the Reader will be difpleas’d to have them 
translated from the French Author to the Letter. 

Baf 
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Bajfiompierre faw then that Luines was like other 
£ Favourites, thefe Men believe their Fortune is 1 
Cc Fixe! and Eternal’, they do not perceive their 

Difgrace till the Prince fays the Word , Lvmts 
Cc was blind to what every one elfe faw*plainly. 
ic His Alafter continually complain’d ot him, yet 
cc he remain’d in wonderful Indolence ” King Lewis 
carry’d his Spite to the Conftable fo far, that he 
told him, the Duke de Ckevrevfie was in Love with 
his Wife, and that * the Lady was not infenfible. 
He did this on purpofe to vex him, tho’ ’tis pro¬ 
bable the Fa ft was true enough, for not long after 
the Conftables Death the Duke marry’d her. The 
King confefs’d He took Pleafiure in being reveng'd of 
an Ingrate , by vexing him as he had done with 
this Story. In fix Weeks time , added he, I will male 
him dfigorge all he has taken from me . This is the 
Prince whofe Wifdom and Valour the Flatterers of 
France have recorded as the wonder of his Age} 
this the Hero for whom they cou’d find fo many Pa¬ 
rallels in Hiftory, who glories in the Revenge he 
had taken of his Favour, by telling him he was a 
Cuckold. To what Divinities dofome Men raife Al¬ 
ters, but their Sacrifice is as bafe as the Deities to 
whom it is offer d. 

The Miniftry of Lames , like that of other fuch 
Favourites, affords great variety of Examples of In¬ 
gratitude to Benefactors. As foon as any Courtier 
conceiv’d hopes of Eflahlifhing himfelfin the King’s 
Favour, he no longer had regard to the Favou¬ 
rite that introduc’d them Rutellai , the Italian , was 
faff: Friend to the Marefchal D ’ Ancre , upon bis 
Death he was Zealous for the Inteieft of the 
Queen Mother. Being difgufted at her Court, he 
offer’d himfelf to Lulnes , who knowing his In¬ 
triguing Spirit, accepted of his Service, and admired 
him into his Confidence. 

j Du Perron , Archbiihop of Sens dying, Luines re¬ 
commended Rvcellat to that Biihoprick *, Arnoux , the 
King’s Cenfeffor, thinking himfelf a greater Fa-' 
vourite than he foon after foun’d he was pretended 
fo oppofe his Promotion out of Confidence. The ha- 

N 3 


t iai i 


I §2 The Secret Hifiory 

lian being a Man of Amorous as well as Political In¬ 
trigues, the King who was a Bigot every way gave 
the Bifhoprick to another, and the Favourite to be 
reveng’d of Arnoux , demanded his Banifhment 
from Court, which his Majefty had not Refolution 
enough to deny, tho’ ’twas his Confidence in the 
Jefuitthat made the Conftable his Enemy. 

Luines had not enjoy’d that High Dignity Eight 
Months when he fell Sick of a Malignant Fever, and 
dy’d at the Siege of Monhurt in Guyenm , the 14th of 
December 162U What was the Confequence of 
the Death of this Prodigy of Fortune? Such as 
will furely attend the Death of all Favourites without 
Virtue or Merit. His Matter ihow’d not the lead 
Concern for the lofs of him, his Moveables and 
Equipage were pillag’d before the Breath was fcarce 
out of his Body } infomucb, .that there was not a 
Sheet left to Bury him in; ’tis faid, the Abbot 
Rucellai gave Money' to Embalm his Corpfe and 
tranfport it to the new Dutchy of Luines. He had 
Two Surviving Brothers, the Dukes de Chaulnes and 
de Luxemburg!,. Did neither ofthefe whole Fortune 
ht had made, dare to be at the expence of the 
Funeral ? Cou’d there be fuch Ingrates in France ? 
Let the Scene be laid where it will, as foon as an 
unworthy Favourite is no more, fuch may he expert 
will be the treatment his Memory will meet with. 
There vverefo many Libels and Lampoons publifh a 
againft Luines when he was Dead, that they made 
a pretty large Collection-, never was any Man fo 
vilify’d, fo abus’d, ifa Man can be faid to be abus’d 
of whom the Truth itfelf mutt be an Invettive. 
His SuccefTors in the King’s Favour were fo far 
from giving a Check to the Satyr which appear’d 
againft him. that the Flatterers who courted them, 
thought it the fureft’way to their Favour. 

Upon the Death of Luines, the Prince of Conde 
made all poffible hafte to Bourdeaux where the 
.King flay’d fome time, in hopes to make his Market 
of the Vacancy of a Favourite, The Two Cour¬ 
tiers who feem cl to have moft Power over the 
King, were the Cardinal dc Rttz. atd the Count 
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de Schmberg, who infinuated to him, that now 
was the Time for him to take the Reins into his 
own Hand, and that he fhou’d only confult fome 
Perfons whom he cou’d confide in. This Flatter¬ 
ing Advice pleafing his Majefty, the Advifers pre- 
fently appear’d to have mod Authority with him, 
and with the New Keeper of the Seals. De Fie 
manag'd every thing at Court. The Management 
they knew wou’d fall to their fhare, if they cou’d 
keep the King in this Mind, and prevent his ruf¬ 
fering again a fmgle Favourite. The Marefchal 
de Crequi , the Marefchals de Frajlin , de Ch mines , 
Baffompierre and fome other great Officers, for 
whom the King had an Efteem , did their ut- 
moft to hinder the Eftablilhment of this New 
Mitiiftry. They knew it was of Abfolute Neceffi- 
ty for them to prevent it in time, for if they fhou'd 
fuffer it to be ever fo little fix’d, it wou’d not 
be eafy for them to gain upon a Princes Affefti- 
ons, who gave them entire if he gave them at all. 
They therefore refolv’d tocrofs it 111 its Infancy. 

Baffompierre , who had the politeft and gayeft way 
of Talking in the World, alarm’d this Triumvi- 
rate , and they found he wou’d he too hard for 
them, if they cou’d not remove him from Court, 
which they therefore endeavour’d, under pretence 
of leaving him to Command in Cayenne, in Qua¬ 
lity of Lieutenant General : But he had the Skill 
to ward the Blow, by telling his Majefty he had 
rather be near his Perfon, ana difebarge his Office 
of Colonel General of the Sveifs , than have the 
other, tho’ it was fo Honourable. 

His Ma;efty was now in his Two and Twen¬ 
tieth Year, the Year in which our late Glorious 
Monarch deliver’d the Seven Provinces from an 
Invader, that by Numbers and Treachery had pe¬ 
netrated into the very Heart of Holland . What was 
the Bravery, what the Conduft of that Immortal 
HEROf Did he give himfelf to the Govern¬ 
ment of Minions ? Did not his own Head, his 
own Heart and Hand, work thole Miracles for the 
Deliverance of his Country ? Say not then, that 
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Princes at that Age are incapable of Government : 
Say rather, that the Prince who is then incapable, 
will never be otherwife^ and that the Reign of 
Lewis the Xlllth, was one continu’d Minority, 
under which an Imperious Pried: laid the Founda¬ 
tion of a mod: hateful Tyranny, and mod: For¬ 
midable Empire. 

The Death of Luines , as has been hinted, ha¬ 
ving given Rife to Two Parties at Court, the 
/Military Men, and the Men of Honour , were for 
making Peace with the Reform'd. The Clergy and 
the Men of the Robe, were for continuing the War. 
The Prince of Conde finding the Cardinal de Retz 
at the Head of the latter, fell in with them, not 
doubting he fhou’d have the Superiority in a Mi- 
niftry of fo little Experience and Capacity. The 
weight of the Prince of Conde, turn’d the Scale 
to their Side, and Bafjompierre was oblig’d to fet 
the King on all Occafions againft them, the other 
Lords of his Party not knowing how to do it, 
and have it well taken, as any thing was from 
him, his Wit and his Manner were fo agreeable. 
Thefe Lords, inflilS’d into his Majefty an Aver¬ 
sion to the Triumvirate, by representing to him 
that they protended to have him ss much in De- 
pendance as Luines. That his Majefty was per¬ 
petually teazel by them, and under Colour of State 
Affifrs, That they were always intruding into 
his Prefence. One Day as Lewis v;as about to 
Play with his Courtiers before Supper, the Car¬ 
dinal de Ret^ Schomberg , and the Keeper of the 
Seals enter’d the Room, Good God! laid the King 
to Baffompierre. How troublefome thefe Men are ? 
They come to Torment me when I am going to Di¬ 
vert my felf , and frequently they have nothing to fay 
to me Ba(jcmpierre y who knew how to improve 
all Opportunities, reply’d, How Sir y do thefe Gen¬ 
tlemen come without being fent for ? Did they not 
demand when Tour Majefty woud be at Lsifure to 
confute with them y about fomething of which they 
had before given Notice ? The King anfwer’d, No, 
7 h^y come when they pleafe , and very often when it 
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does not pleafe me, as at this time Jefus ! cry cl 
Baffowpicrre , This is treating you like a School-Boy j 
what do they fet up to be your Pedagogues , to teach 
you your Leffon when they think fit ? Sir, you mujl 
aft like a King, when you are on a Journey, and 
come to any Place, a Secretary of State ought tQ 
acquaint Tour Majefty whether any thing has hap * 
pen d that requires your Summoning a Council. Toic 
then Name the Prefent, or any other Tir.e, 
which is ,the mofl Commodious for you. If thefe 
fjentlemen have any thing to fay to you, they ought 
to let you know what it is, and wait Tour Order 
for them to attend you. This was the King your 
Father's way ^ take this Method , and when thefe 
Men come <without being fent for, e'en fend 'em 
back as,they came. The King mightily pleas’d with 
Baffompierre's advice to exert his Royal Autho¬ 
rity, made as if he did not .(ee thofe Minifiers 
and enter’d into Difcourfe with the Marefchal de 
Praflln. The Prince of Conde obferving it, went 
to him, and faid, The Alinipers wait to enter in¬ 
to Council. What Council, Mo’nfieur , faid his Ma¬ 
jesty fomewhat angrily, I did not fend for them y 
they l in ti\ne make me their Valet. Let 'em go 
back if they will , and come when I order them *, 
they mufi take my Time, and not I theirs, si Se¬ 
cretary of State ft)all every Day come and tell me 
what has happen'd, and as I think proper, I will 
order a Council to be Summon'd. For in Fine, I 
am Alafler. Is it not plea fan t, to fee how this 
mighty Monarch has fearnt the Leffon Baffompi- 
erre has taught him, and makes life of his very 
Words ? The Prince perceiv’d that the Lorrainer 
had put a Trick upon ’em, he went and inform’d 
the Minifiers of it ^ they were extreamly morti- 
fy'd, and to fave Appearances the Prince return¬ 
ing to the King, told him, the Cardinal de Retz, 
the Count de Schomberg , and the Keeper of the 
Sea Is, were there as Simple Courtiers only. Adding, 
*Tv ft Tear Majefty fnou'd at leap: fpeak one Word 
to them. So he advanc’d towards them, and faid, 
Meffieurs, / am going to Play with this good Com¬ 
pany. 
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pany. So eafy was this Monarch, fb lightly did 
he Love and Hate* Thofe that had his Per (bn, 
had the Government $ and he gave himfelf almoft 
to every Body that came at him. 

Daring the Winter, (everal Councils were held 
on the Affairs of the Hugomts . The Prefident Jean- 
win reprefented to the King with great Force of 
Reafon and Eloquence, the Danger and Injuftice 
of continuing the War. The Queen Mother, the 
Chancellor de Sdleri , the Marefchal de Crequi , jVlon- 
fieur Bajfornpierre , and feveral others, were of the 
fame Opinion with the Prefident. The Prince de 
Conde , the Cardinal de Betz, the Count de Scbom - 
berg and their Cabal, were for fuppreffing them by 
Arms, which cou d not have been done, had it not 
been for the Divifions among them. Lefdifguieres is 
no more to be look’d upon as one of them. The Circle 
of Lower Languedoc having Elected the Duke de 
Bohan their General, in prejudice of the Marquis 
de Chatillon , the latter, who had a great many 
Friends, efpecially among the Proteftant Noblef[e y 
obftrufted the.Meafures they took to defend them- 
felves. Lefdifguieres attack’d, and too|c the Places 
belonging to the Reform'd in the Fivaretz, but put 
Proteftant Governors into them, depending entirely 
upon himfelf which did him double Service- It 
amus’d the Reform d y with hopes that he wou d not 
defert them, and made the Court more fenfible of 
the Neceffity they were in to give him the Confta- 
We’sStaffin exchange for his Converfton. The Cabal 
finding the greateft Part of the Council were againfl 
the Continuance of the War, did not care to take it 
wholly on themfelves, therefore a Treaty was, for 
Form fake, fet a Foot. ’Twas manag'd by Lefdifgm - 
eres and Rohan^ the former for the Court, and the 
latter for the Proteftants. The Articles were as 
good as agreed on by them, confiding chiefly of 
an Aft of Oblivion, a Confirmation of the Edifts, 
and Satisfaftion to the Lords who had loft their 
Places and Governments* The Prince of Conde 
and his Party, reprefented to the King, that the 
Demands of the Proteftants were Exorbitant, and 
that he ought not to treat yvith Rebels but with 
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-Sword in Hand. That the Duke deSoubiz.e had pof- 
fefs’d himfelf of mcft of the ftrong Holds in Poittou \ 
That the Dukes de Montmerency and de Guife , cou’d 
not together make Head againft the Duke de Rohan-, 
and that if the Hugonots made Feace while their 
Affairs were Flourilhing, it mutt be on fuch Terms 
as wou’d tempt them to Rebel again on every flight 
Occafion. This was enough to determine Levon to 
leave Paris, and enter upon A ft ion in the Spring, 
when it was expefted the Feace wou’d foon be con¬ 
cluded. The King went out of the Back-Gate of 
the Louvre about Eafter , and Potted to Orleans , in 
order to put himfelf at the Head of an Army. HiS 
Precipitate Departure alarm’d the whole City, and 
every one thought there was fome great Myftery in 
it- The Truth is, the Cabal w’ou’d not let him 
remain with Counfellors that endeavour'd to inlpire 
him with Sentiments fuitable to the Juftice and Cle¬ 
mency of a Chriftian King. When he arriv’d at 
Orleans , they knew not which way he fhou’d march, 
on the one Hand the Counts de Rochfaucault and 
St- Luc wereprefs’d by Soubize, in Poittou on the- 
other, the Duke de Rohan grew ftrong in Lower 
Languedoc. It was refolv’d therefore, to order the 
Duke d' Epernon to joyn the Two Counts, and aft 
againft Soubize. but d‘ Epernon had his Hands full 
in Guycnne , and having let his Heart upon reducing 
or humbling the Recbellers, he wou’d not go out of 
his Government. The King lent him Orders up¬ 
on Orders, but the Duke wou’d Obey none of 
them. Here’s the Loyalty of a Bigot, a Papift and 
a French Man. D’ Epernon refus’d to Obey his Mi- 
jetty's reiterated Commands, and did it at laft in 
Terms that Ihew’d he valu’d not the Threa minus 
which were to be the Punilhmentcf his Difobedience. 
The King in a great Rage, march’d ro Poiclou in 
Per ion, and having an Army twice as ftrong as that 
of Soiebize, the latter thought fit to retreat, which 
[ ie cou’d not do fo fuccefsfully, but that he loft the 
belt Part of his Forces, and himfelf, with Difficulty 
efcap’d to Rochelle, attended by about joo Horfe’ 
The Kmg exprefs’d fuch a JDeliTe to Fight the Hu. 

gonoe 
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gonots , that his Flatterers did not flick to compare 
his paffing a Morafs in the Night, to the Emperor 
Charles the Vth’s pa fling the Elbe in fight of the 
Enemy’s Army, and Alexander's, pafling thsGranieus 
to Fight the Perfians . Nay, Baffompierre himielf 
tells us, that Henry IV was not fo intrepid as his Son 
Lewis the XIHth : But as this Aftion is the mod: 
Jfhining of all his Military Hiftory /, I think one had 
better find out fome other Heroick Qualities, both 
for him and his Son, and afcribe Valour to the Houfe 
of Bourbon , in the Navarre's and the C 0 nde 9 s only. 
This Succefs of the Kings, fo animated the Court, 
that when the Deputies brought him the Propoliti- 
'ons of Peace, concerted between de Lefdifguieres and 
dc Rohan , they were refer’d to the Queen Mother 
at Paris , and by her to the Chancellor 5 / 7 /m, to 
delay Time, that the King might reduce Guyenne 
and Languedoc by Arms, which was render’d the 
more eafy, by the Defertion of the Marquis de la 
Force , who, after a fhew of great Zeal and Refo- 
lution in the Defence of the Religion he profefs’d, 
traffick’d with the Court to betray it for a MareF 
chal’s Batoon, and 200000 Crowns in Money, as an 
Amends for the Lofs of the Government of Bearn , 
and other Ports portefs’d by him and his Sons. Thus 
was the good Caufe of Liberty and Religion facri- 
fis’d to Avarice and Ambition ^ and thus it is that 
the Court of France^ by Titles and Places, corrupted 
thofe that call’d themfeives levers of their Country ^ 
which, to theenflaving of themfeives and their Fel¬ 
low 7 Subjects, they fo bafely betray’d on fo many 
Occafion*. Net long after, the Marquis Chatillon 
had alfo the MarefchaPs Batoon given him, and they 
both furrender’d the Places they or their Friends 
held to the King. 

While his Majerty was in Languedoc , whither he 
march’d thro’ Guyenne , after the Victory obtain’d 
over Soubizje , he heard the Queen Contort and the 
Queen Mother were coming to give him a Vifit. 
He appointed the Meeting to be at Lyons. During his 
rtay in that Province, the Minifters were Cabal¬ 
ling for the Superiority in the Miuiftry : They not 
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only made the King do what they pleas'd, they 
made him love whom they pleas’d ; and the Prince 
of CWf, the Cardinal de Retz and the Count de 
Schombergy obferving the Influence Monfieur Puifieux , 
Secretary of State, gain’d daily over the King to 
maintain themfelvesin their Miniftery, they refolv’d 
to offer Monfieur de Bajfompierre , who was very 
much in his Majefty s Favour, the Poft of Favou¬ 
rite. ' Can any thing be more Merry, and yet Baf 
fumpierre'm his Journal, Tome II. allures us that both 
at Sainte Foi Agen and Moiffac , the firft Prince of 
the Blood, the Cardinal and the Count, ferioufly 
offer’d him the Place of Favourite to the King ; 
he afterwards tells us the very Difcourfe he had 
with the Prince of Conde on that Head, his Rea- 
fons for refufing fo whimfical a Propofition, and 
that his refufial made the Prince his Enemy. 

Having fo often made mention of the MareF 
chal de Lefdifguieres and his intended Apoftacy 
for the Conftable’s Staff, which was the Temp¬ 
tation that made, him quit a Religion to which his 
Morals were a Difgrace, it will not now be im¬ 
proper to give the particulars of his Converfion and 
Promotion to the firft Military Dignity in France. 
He had been a little on the Referve with the Court, 
who knowing that it was in his Power to recover 
the Affairs of the Reform d in Languedoc , and to 
make their DeftruCtion impracticable, on which 
they were paffionately bent, came at laft to a Re- 
folution to give him the Staff. Beageant was order’d 
to tell him, that there was no Obftacle in his way 
but his Religion, which he feem’d to part with 
not very willingly, and, as if he did it more in Com¬ 
pliance with his Majefty’s frequent Sollicitations 
than for the fake of the Honour that was to be con* 
fer’d on him, Lefdifguieres having given Affurance 
that he was ready to renounce his Proteftantifm, 
die Marefchal de Crequi his Son-in-Law was dis¬ 
patch'd to him with his Patent for Confhble, The 
Parliament of Grenoble were fentfor toaffiftat the 
Farce that was about to be play’d *, the Magiftrates 
and a numerous Affembly attended the new Con- 

ftable, 
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ftable, and Crequi made him the following Speech; 
4 ?/r, 1 have frequently acquainted you that the King 
wou’d Honeur you with the Con fable’s Staffs provided 
you won d turn Cathollck ; you have promis’d to de¬ 
clare to me your intention , I beg you to do it in the 
Prefence of thefe Gentlemen of the Parliament whom 
1 have defir’d to be iVitneffes of your Anfwer. Sir\ 
reply 5 d Lefdlfguieres with great Gravity, I have al¬ 
ways obey’d the King’s Orders , I am a Catholick and 
difpos'd to do whatever his Majefiy (ball pleafe to 
command me > Then turning to the Magiftrates, he 
fald, Come Gentlemen ^ let’s to Afafs. Such was the 
Converfion of the Leaders of the Reform’d in France. 
The Duke de Sulli was indeed offer’d to be re- 
ftor’djn his Port of Superintendant of the Finances. 
poffeiVd by the Count de Schomberg, , if he wou’d 
turn Catholick, but he geheroufly reje&ed the offer ; 
the fame did the Dukes de Rohan and de Soubiie , 
the latter went to England after his Efcape to Ro¬ 
chelle ^to mediate Succor in a Court that was frighted 
at the very Name of War,- and the former with 
extream vigor animated the Proteftants to* defend 
their Religion in the Places that were within his 
Circle. The Duke de Bouillon feeing the Papifis had 
vow’d the Deftruttion of the Reform’d , enter’d into* 
a Negotiation with Count Afansfeldt , who was re- 
tir'd out of Germany with an Army rais’d for the 
Service of the Ring of Bohemia , and was then on 
the Frontiers of France • but the Court having In¬ 
timation of it, out-bid the Proteftants, and Manfi 
fieldt led his Troops to the Netherlands , where 
they had no better Succefs than they had had in 
Germany : The Reform’d being difappointed of thofe 
expected Succours, Rochelle block’d up by the Count 
de SoijfortSy and Monpellier befieg’d, the Duke de Rohan 
began to cool in his Profecution of the War, and 
to defire a Negotiation of Peace, which was made 
the more eafy for that the Cardinal de Retz. and 
de Vic , Keeper of the Seals, were lately Dead, and 
the Prince of Conde had now no Body to fupport his 
Intereft but the Count de Schomberg. He therefore 
try’d it to the utmoft to get Aligre made Keeper, 
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but by the Artifices of Ba(fompierre y Cauwartin had 
the Seals given him .• The Prince oiCondes Influence 
in the Council daily diminifh’d, and with that the 
Heat of the Court for Profecuting the War. Both 
fides were weary of it, and the Treaty that was re¬ 
new’d between the Conftable de Lefdifguieres and 
the Duke de Rohan met with few Difficulties; the 
Prince of Conde findiug it was not in his Power to 
hinder the Peace, and that he had loft all his Au¬ 
thority, left the Court under pretext of a Pilgri¬ 
mage to our Lady of Loretta, 

A few Days after he was gone, the Peace was 
Proclaim’d in the Camp before MonpelUer the i$th 
of Ottober if 22. and tne Declaration Regifterd in 
the Parliament of Paris the 22d of November . The 
Articles were much the fame as had been granted 
on the like occafion, the Edi&s were again con¬ 
firm’d, the Towns of fecurity continu’d in Pro- 
teftants Hands. There were to be no Political Af- 
femblies of the Reform'd without the King’s Leave, 
but Provincial and National Synods were allow’d ; 
by a Private Article the Duke de Rohan had a Million 
ofLivres granted him,and a Penfionof looooCrowns 
a Year as Satisfaction for the lofsof the Government 
of Poittou^ and for that of St. Jean de Angeli he had 
the Government of Nifmes and Vfez. ^ Soubiz.es Pen- 
fion was continu’d, and Calonge , the Brave Gover¬ 
nor of Montpellier , obtain’d one of 600© Livres. 
Thus did thefe Lords provide for themfelves as 
well as for their Religion, which by the War 
had loft its beft Barrier, no lefs than Fourfcore Places 
were taken from them • the Heads of that Party Dif- 
pairing of recovering the Ground they had loft, 
thought of reconciling themfelves to the Court, 
and abandoning a Caule that was fo Defperate. 
This Treaty was as ill obferv’d as the reft, 
and what better cou’d be expefted when -the 
Chancellor de Slllery wrote to his Brother, then Am* 
baflador at Rome y to afTure the Pope that it was 
only the neceffity of the King's Affairs which made 
him treat with the Hereticks, whom he wou'd not 
fail to purfue with Fire and Sword, and that he 
had given em Peace only to Surprize and Deftroy 
*hem the, more eafily, I 
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I fliall not follow Lewis in his Progrefs to Avignon rj 
Grenoble , and thence to Lyons to meet the Queens 
as is above ^mention’d. Feftxvals and Shows are no 
part of Secret Hiftory, nor the Pompous Inftal- 
ment cf Richlieu in the Roman Purple in the Archi- r 
epifcopal Palace of Lyons . The Queen Mother, whofe- 
Credit was greater at Court than it had been fince 
the Death of D' slncre, did not give over prefling the 
King to procure the Hat for her Favourite till it 
was obtain’d. He having receiv'd it, carry’d it to her 
Majefty, and throwing it at her Feet, among other 
Things told her, The Purple that he ow'd to her 
Goodnejs , wou’d male him always keep inremembrance 
the Solemn Lew which he made to fpend the lafi drop 
of his Blood m her Service. Bear this in Mind 
Reader, this Solemn Vow of a Roman Cardinal 
and Bifhop, let us fee what is the Value of French 
Vows, what the Dependance on the Faith of fuch 
a Minifter. The Cardinal de Richlieu is to make 
fo conflderable a Figure in the fequal of tins Hi- 
flory, that it will not be impertinent to be a lit¬ 
tle more particular in the Circumftances of his re¬ 
ceiving this Dignity. 

There was a French Gentleman at the Court of 
Savoy , who had been forc’d to quit that of France 
by Reafon of fome Difguft he had given the Bifhop 
of Lucon ; this Gentleman who pallionately defir’d 
to be reconcil’d to the Bifhop, happen’d to be 
in the Duke of Savoy 9 s Prefence when the Courier 
who brought the News of the Promotion of Car¬ 
dinals, diliver’d him his Letters, which were im¬ 
mediately open'd to know the Names of thofe whom, 
the Pope had promoted to the Purple. The Duke 
read out the Names ofFour of the NewCardinals and 
theFifth being the Bifhop of Lucon , it came prefently 
' into the Gentleman’s Head, that if he cou’d carry 
the Fir ft News of it to the Bifnop, it might re- 
ftore him to his Favour, and finding he had time 
enough to reach Lyons before the Courier, betook 
Poft immediately, and made fuch hafte, that he 
got thither Two Hours before the Exprefi. He 
went direftly to the Bifhop's Appartrr.ent, who was 

no 
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m lefs fur priz’d at his Arrival than to fee him at 
his Feet ; but when he underftood from him the, 
News of his Promotion,, and how he came by his 
Intelligence, he abandon’d bimfelf to fuch an ex- 
cefs of Joy, and after fuch an extravagant Manner, 
as if the giving hini the Cap had depriv’d him or 
liis Reafon. He forgot all the Gravity and Decorum 
of his Charafter, infomuch, that the Gentleman* 
Was. more than ever afraid of his Hatred* having 
been a witrtefs of his Tranfports*, which however 
the Bifhop did not much matter, only admonifh’d 
him not to fay a word of what he had feen, nor 
to appear ^at Court till after the Courier wasar- 
riv d. The good Prelate recollefting himfelf, com¬ 
pos’d the Diforders of his Mind, and the firft Rap,-, 
tures being over when the Queen Mother fent for 
him to impart the Welcome News to him, he re-, 
ceiv’d it with fuch a Carelefs Hypqcrify* as if his 
Soul had been above fuch a Tranfitory Dignity 
The Gravity which he had time to Rudy, ac¬ 
quir’d him a great Reputation, and caus’d the Cour¬ 
tiers to fpeak many Things in his Commen¬ 
dation.’ ; . I ; M 

Let us now fee with what Sincerity the French 
Court dealt in the Performance of the Treaty of 
Peace. The Duke de Rohan waited on the, King 
at Lyons to Sollicite, and the Deputies of Rochelle 
did the fame, to obtain the Demolition .of Fort 
Lewis as,was fiipulated in that Treaty., The Mi¬ 
nifies wrote to the Commander accordingly,, but. 
fent another Letter by a fhorter way,wherein he was 
order’d ; not to give Credit to that which wou’d be. 
brought him by the Deputies, who were anfwer d 
with Scorn, and inftead.of Demolifhing the Fort,, 
it was put into a better State of Defence. The , 
Duke de Rohan’s Perfon wasalfo fceur’d when he re¬ 
turn’d to Montpelier by Faience^ s whom the King., 
had left there with a confiderable Garrifon. This 
Notorious Breach of the Peace, gave offence even, 
to the Moderate Catholicks; and Puifieux \vho was 
the Ocrafion of it, to ipgratiate, himfelf with the 
PppteV Nuhtid," was g^ad of the r Qtteen ConfortY,' 

6 in- 
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’nterpofition to bring him well off of a very In¬ 
tricate Affair. The young Princefs had appointed 
a Ball, wherein the Dutchefs of Rohan was to bear 
a confiderable Part* and ‘every thing was ready 
when the News of the Duke’s Imprifonment ar¬ 
riv’d •, the Dutchefs infilled upon it, that ’twas not 
decent fort her to aflifl at a meeting of Pleafare 
while her Husband was in Prifon, upon which the 
Queen promis’d to engage for his Difcharge, and 
procur’d it on Condition he fhould retire into Up¬ 
per * Languedoc. 

The Proteflants having fubmitted to his Majefty’s 
Pleafure in expe&ation of the Performance of their 
Treaties and Edifts,and perceiving that was what the 
Court never., intended, held a National Synod at 
Chirentony to endeavour to find out means to pre* 
vent the entire Oppreflion with which their Churches 
were' threatn’d. The Court thought of an Expe¬ 
dient to hinder their Meetings having any Effect, 
and that was by Publifhing a Declaration, requi¬ 
ring them to admit a Commiflioner to fit with them 
at all thbfe Affemhlies, fuch a one of the fame Re¬ 
ligion as the King or the Governors of Provinces 
fhould Name; which Commiflioner being a Crea¬ 
ture of theirs, by his Intrigues and Prefence wou’d 
frufirate the Councils of thofe that were Zealous 
for the.Prefervation oftheProteftantReligon, which 1 
the Favourites and Minifters of Lewis were bent 
upon Deftrpying, and their Maffer whom they 
govern’d in, every thing, was but too well difpos’d 
to hearken to any Meafures to effeft it. 

The Bifnop of Luccn who had had of M$ry de 
Medicis\r\ jP.refents.to the Value of 900600 Crowns, 
and a Service of Plate for his Chappel of Immenfe 
Price, having now alfo the Roman Purple, his Mi- 
flrefs did her utmoft to bring him into the Mi- 
njftry, hoping that by means of his Superior Genius, 
her own Authority wou’d be the greater. The 
Chancellor de Silleri 9 and de Puifieux his Son, the 
Secretary of State, 1 ad the foie Management 
of Affairs, and knowing the Ambition of that Pre¬ 
late, they, threw as niany.Qbftacles as they coffd 
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in the way of his Advancement. The King was fo 
fet agairift him,.£hi't he hardly ever Nam'd him, 
but with this Epithet, the Rogue. Richttea \ and 
whwi the Queen Mother prefs’d her Son to give him 
a PlacCVin the Council, he reply’d, Both you an d I 
have good Rtafon tp diftrufk a Man of fo much 
Cunning and Pride x I \hovo him better than you , 
Madam . However "the Queen was.fo prepoflefski 
in Favour of her,'Creature, tbaCfhe took every 
thing that was faid to hts Difhondur as downright 
Falfities aiYd inve&ives. Tis faid'fhjs King who 
had ,at leaft the Gift of Continence, abhor d him 
for his Leyvdnefs, which one wou’d think fhou’d 
have Men no great Recommendation of him io his 
Mother. Ricldieu findirtgthQ Chancellor and Secre¬ 
tary oppos’d his ad million into the /Council, he 
form’d a Party again ft them, into which enter’d 
the Prince pf Conde x x he Count de SoiJjonSj and evetr 
Jfieiiville^ who had obtain’d the Poft of Superinten¬ 
dent op (he Finances meeVly by the Intereft of 
Father anfcPSon* I (hall riot give the Reafons of 
their Hatred to the Chancellor arid Secretary of 
State,'there is fomething too particular in it. The 
Dukes’ de Guife and Montmerency with their Fa¬ 
in ilies.were profefs’d Enemies to thofe Two Mini- 
fters, arid Richlieu faw they wou’d not be long able 
to fupport themfeives; Vieuville reprefented them • 
to his JVlajefty as in the Intereft of' the Pope and 
Court of ifyfadrld, and the King took a Difguft to 
the Chancellor for that.he was always againft his 
Travelling land making’ Progreffes, which he took 
great Delight in. Favourites are the laft that fee 
the Prec ipice on which'they ftand. Silleri in the 
End perceiv’d that his. Difgrace was inevitable, 
and to prevent it refign’d. the Seals himfelf, that, 
as he told his Majefty, he might prepare for Death. 
Monfieur ji!igre s one of his greateft Enemies, was 
made Keeper of the Seals, he was propos’d when 
Caumartin had them, but. Silleri prevail'd for the 
latter,* aftifted by Batforipicrres's Intereft. The Credit 
op the Chancellor and Secretary, both. Friends to 
Baffompkn?') being ruin’d, die expected no lefs for * 
0 s' himfelf \ 
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himfelf*, but being a Man @f the greated Quality 
and Gallantry, he gave a turn to his former op- 
poling Aligre^ which reconcil’d them and made’em 
good Friends; Bafiompierre being one ofthofe Tem¬ 
porizing Courtiers who cou’d be in with every 
one, and whom no Change cou’d hurt. He went 
very friendlily to Dine with the New Keeper, ac- 
company’d by the Marefchai de Crequi and the 
Marquis de St. Luc j Aligre gave them a very 
fpiendid Entertainment, Doyouknow Gentlemen , fays 
Bajjompierre, why my Lord Keeper Treats us fo well ? 
If it had not been for me he had not now had the Seals. 
Aligre furpriz’d at his faying fo, aflur’d the Com¬ 
pany he did not know what good Offices the Mare¬ 
fchal de Bajfompierre had done him, Why I Will tell 
yoUj fays he, If I had not done what 1 coud for 
the late Monfieur de Caumartin, the King xvoiid have 
given him the Seals Eighteen Months agoS Not long 
after both Silleri and Puifieux were order’d to re¬ 
tire from Court, fo that in about a Year there 
were Three Changes of the Miniftry *, the firft 
fet was compos’d of the Prince of Conde , the Car¬ 
dinal de Retz, and the Count de Schomberg\ the 
fecond of the Chancellor de Silleri And of the Sec¬ 
tary Puifieux } the third of Kieuville r Superinten- 
dant of the Finances, and Aligre niadeChancellor 
on the Death of Silleri. Mary de Medi'cis apply’d 
her felf to Vicuville on the Di(grace of Silleri 
to procure the Admifiion of the Cardinal de'Richlieu 
into the Council. But this new Favourite was as 
much afraid of him as his PredecefTors had been, 
and endeavour’d to prefwade the King to fend him 
to Rome. His Majefty wou'd very gladly have 
done it, but he cou’d not tell how to' come off 
with his .Mother. The Matter may be eafily made 
up with her , fays the Superintendant, 9 tis but re¬ 
calling Barbin from his Exile , he will not be fi 
Troublefome as Riehlieu.- The King approv’d of 
his Expedient, and Lewis went to Compeigne , un¬ 
der colour of Hunting, whereas his real Defign 
was to fend thence an Order to Riehlieu to go 
immediately to Rome. The thing was not fo fecret- 
ly manag’d but it came to DeagemP s knowledge, 

who 
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who dreading the return of Barb in, inform’d the 
Famous Father Jofeph of it, and he told the Queen 
Mother, who allarm’d at this Contrivance cf/^ew- 
ville* s, follow’d her Son to Compeigne the very Day 
he left Pm 7 ,accompany’d by the Cardinal de Rich- 
lieu . The Queen apply’d to Vieuville with fuch 
earneflnefs to Sollicite the King for his Admiflion 
to the Council Board, that he had not Refolution 
enough to Excufe himfelf, Madam , faid he, you 
require a thing of me that will be my Ruin ; and 1 
don't know but your Majefty may one Day repent of 
your advancing a Man whom yet you do not know very 
well *, fince you demand this Token of my Submifion 
to your Pleafure, I had rather hazard my Fortune 
than lofe the Honour of your good Graces . Accord¬ 
ingly Fieuville reprefented to his Majefty, that it 
were better to admit Richlieu to Council than Jo 
highly to difguft the Queen his Mother. He 
added, Tour Majefty may do it with fuch Reft rift ions 
as may prevent the Inconveniences that a Man of 
fo much Intrigue and Ambition might otherwife caufe • 
In purfuance of this Advice, the King confented 
that he fhould have a Place in Council, where he 
fhou’d only offer his Opinion on Affairs proper to 
be confider’d, that he fhou’d treat of nothing in 
his Houfe with Foreign Ambafladors, and give no 
Publick Audience as the preceeding Mimfters had 
done. Thus on the 24th of April 1^24. was Car¬ 
dinal Richlieu declar’d of his Majefty’s Council. 
And from this Fatal Journey of the Queen Mo 
ther to Compeigne, may the French date the lofs 
of their Liberties forever. The Minifters appre- 
henfive of the Queen Mother’s Credit at Court by 
means of her Creature, invited the Prince of Conde 
from his Retirement at 1 Bo urges in Berry, of which 
he was Governor •, but the Prince offended at the 
Advancement of a Man who had been fo inftru- 
mental in fending him to the Bafti/le , wou’d not 
return to Court. *Tvvas at Compeigne that the 
Marriage of the Prince of Wales with the Princefs 
Henrietta Maria, the King’s Youngeft Sifter, was 
firft talk’d of, and the Ambaffadors of England, the 
Earls cf Holland and Carlife , were the firft to 
O 5 whom 
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whom Cardinal Richlleu gave Audience to treat of 
this Marriage, contrary to the P^eftriftiotis ftipu- 
lated bofore Hs Entrance into the Council. It is 
faid this Artful Prelate was himfelf the occafionof 
theft Keftriftiotis, to make his way.the, eafier.un¬ 
der the Difguife of Indifference.. He pretended that 
he defir’d nothing fo much as Retirement* that his 
ill State of Health cou’d not fuffer him to apply 
him Tel f much to Bufinels, that very far from de fi¬ 
ring to give Audience at Home, he ccu’d not bear a 
Croud about him, it wou’d kill him ; he there¬ 
fore wou’d only promife to come to Council when 
liis Health wou’d permit. This was all he cou’d 
do to fhew his perfect Submiflion to the King’s 
Order. Every one laugh’d at the Bi(hop’s affe&ed 
Modefty; he did not care, they laugh’d and he got 
his Ends by it. After which he did not take fo 
much pains to Diflemble his Pride; for before he 
took his Seat at the Board, he wou’d have his Pre¬ 
cedence fettled above the Conftable Lcfdifguieres 5 
which was a point that admited not of much De¬ 
bate, when Princes of the Blood had themfelves 
given Place to Priefts array’d in the Roman Pur¬ 
ple* ' 

The next thing Vieuvilk did which prepar’d the 
way for his Difgrace, was the making an Enemy of 
Gaft on, Duke d ’ Anjou , bycaufing his Governor, Col, 
Ornano , to be fent to the Baftille , for putting the 
Duke upon demanding to be admitted to Council; 
Vie'iville was Jealous of Ornano % Merit, and that 
if the Duke had once a Place there, his Governor 
wou’d foon have another. He infinuated to tfie 
King that the Colonel’s putting that Thought into 
his Brothers Heau, was in order to make himfelf 
Mailer of Affairs. The King order’d him to re¬ 
tire to his Government of Pont Sr. EJprir. Ornano 
defir’d to have Audit ^ce firft of his Majefty to vin¬ 
dicate his Conduct. This the King took as Difo 
bedience, and commanded him to be lent to the Ba¬ 
ftille. The Duke d' Anjou was tranfported againft 
Fieuvilk as theoccafion of it, and refund to accept of 
a Purfe of a Thoufand Piftols, which the Super¬ 
intendent 
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intendant had fent him for his Pocket to appeafe 
him. From that time his Ear was open to all 
Vieuville’s Enemies, the number of which was en- 
creas’d by the ill ufage of Ornano , who had taken 
care to give Gaft on a good and Virtuous Education, 
from which he prefently deviated, and fell into all 
manner of Debauchery j making ufe of the Duke d’ 
Elbeuf in his Pleafures, and that Duke was fobafe 
as to ferve him in Offices which a Footman wou’d 
not have undertaken without Blufhing; but by 
thefe Offices it is that'the Favour of other Prin ces 
than thofe of France have been acquir’d, as may be 
feen by the Hiftory of the laft Century. 

The* Affairs of the match between the Prince of 
Wales and the Priticefs Henrietta Maria being to 
be negotiated, the Cardinal de Richlieu , the Chan¬ 
cellor Aligre , the Marquis de Vieuville , Superin- 
tendant of the Finances, and Lomenie de la Vdie 
aux Clerc’s Secretary ofState, were appointed Com- 
mifiioners to treat of it with the Earls of Hol¬ 
land and Carlifle. Now it was that this humble 
Prelate who was for retiring from the World, and 
was compell’d, as it were, to enter into the Council, 
was fb far from refufing to give Audience to Am- 
baffadors, that he made great Difficulties about the 
Ceremonial , but the Lords Holland and Carlifle wou’d 
not acknowledge his Preheminence as a Cardinal, 
and the good Prelate gave them Audience a Bed. 
The Treaty (luck at nothing but the Bufinefs of 
Religion, and the Two Kings of England And France 
fhew’d themfelves ready enough to hearken to any 
Meafures to accommodate that Matter. The King 
of England's Minifters declar’d their Via her wou’d 
comply, as far as he cou’d, in favour of the Ca:bo- 
licks without giving Umbrage to his Parliament - , 
and the French King’s Minifters afford thofe of 
England that their Mafter wou’d do the fame on 
his fide as far as Decency and his Honour wou’d 
permit. The fetting this Treaty a Foot, gave the 
Papifts in England hopes that the French King wou’d 
be a better Proteftor to them than the King of Spain 
had been. Upon which they got a Scotch Monk to 

O write 
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write to the Bifhop of Ambrun, whom he was ac¬ 
quainted with, reprefenting to him that the Eng - 
Ufl) Catholicks having met with great Indulgence 
during the Negotiation of the Spanift; Match were 
profecuted worie than everfince that with a Daugh¬ 
ter of France was propos’d; the Archbifhop inter- 
ceeded for them with herns , and he gave him a 
Com million to go to England , and affure the Ca¬ 
tholicks that they fhou’d have the fame Prote&ion 
from France w\\\ch they expefted from Spain . The 
Arciibifhop pafs’d over in Difguife, and went for a 
Counfellor of the' Parliament of Grenoble , who came 
out of Curiofity to fee the Country. The Duke of 
Buckingham had Intimation of his being here, and 
loon after they-had a Conference } the Duke in¬ 
quir’d on what Errand he came, and the Archbfhop 
was forc’d to confers it. Buckingham had pretended 
a great Zeal for the Proteftant Religion to gain 
the favour of the Puritans on the breaking off the 
Spanift) Match, but now he has other Sentiments, 
he is ready ro do any thing in behalf of the Papifts , 
and the Countefs of Buckingham his Mother, and 
the Earl of Rutland his Father-In-Law, afTur’d the 
Bifhop that he was well affefted to them. They 
gave him Inftruciion how he fhou’d manage the 
Matter } King James defir’d to fee the French Bi¬ 
fhop, and gave him a Private Audience at Royfton^ 
Ambrun told the King that the Pope wou’d not 
eafily be prevail’d with to grant his Difpenfation 
for the Marraige, unlefs the Papifts were more in¬ 
dulg’d. Immediately thePrifon Doors were open'd 
and condemn’d Priefts repriev'd,and the King permit- 
te dthe Arch-Bifhop to Confirm the Catholicks in 
London . This was not done fo privately but it was 
known and complain’d off} however King James had 
not the Proteftant Religion fo much at Heart, nor 
was fo afflifted at the Growth of Popery as he had 
lately exprefs’d himfelf on theRupture of the Treaty 
with Spain . II avoit oubhe deja , fays my Author, des 
Proteftations & les Sermons dont fes harangues ala 
derniere feance du Parlement furent remplies. He 
had already forgot the Proteftations and Oaths of which 
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his Speeches in the lafl Sejjions of Varliament were 
full. Nay, fo mightily pleas’d was his Majefty 
with the French Archbifhop, that in great Confi¬ 
dence he faid to him one Day taking him by the 
Hand, Tou are a Man fent hy God to the End that 
I may open my whole Heart to you *, he then pro- 
tefted he had always a good Opinion of the Ca- 
tholick Religion which had oecafion’d him many 
Troubles. He difcours’d of a meeting of able 
Men of both Religions at Dover or Boulogne y the 
King faying, I am Very well inclind to the prefent 
Pope y the fferfes he made on the Death of the Queen 
my Mother , Jhows he is a Man of Wit and Courage . 
What follows I (hall tranflate literally out of my 
French Author. u The detail of this Conference 
u is not enough known, nor the extent of King 
u James's Defign *, we find only that 
u what he faid to the Archbifhop of Vaffor Hif: 

“ Emhrun was fufficient to make the Liv. XX. 
u King of France believe that he feri- 
cc oufly intended to turn Catholick, and reftore 
“ Popery in his Dominions. The moft favourable 
u thing that can be faid of this Prince is, that he 
“ had at leaft an Inclination to eftablifh a general 
tc Toleration : A Projeft of which Lewis was well 
y pleas’d with, All our hopes in England are lofi y 
<c laid he to the Archbifhop of Amhrun when the 
y next Year he heard of the King of England's 
f c Death. ” This Story is told at large m Deageant’s 
Memoris in a Treatile by it felf, call’d, Relation 
de L\Archeveque d' Emhrun *, and one may lee by 
it what an excellent Divine that Monarch was, 
how free from Error or Diffimulation. While 
this Secret Negotiation was carry’don in England y 
Vieuville Superintendant of the Finances, began to 
feel the Effetts of his putting too much Power in¬ 
to the Hands of Mary de Mcdicis and her Crea¬ 
ture Rithlieu. He has the Charafter of a good 
Manager of the Treafury, but it feems to be a 
good or an ill Minifter was the fame with Lewis y 
he did not confider their Merit when he took them 
or turn’d them off j his Paffion or his Weaknefs was 
Ct . ; ” ' hie 
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his Guide ; and his Ears being always open to Flat- 
terors, the good Management of VieuviUe wasrepre" 
fented to him as an Envy of the Favours he granted 
to any one elfe. This Minifter had not only a Par¬ 
ty within the Kingdom, his Enemies, but without 
alfo^ he was hated by the Courts of Rome and 
Madrid for advifing the King to keep his Treaties 
with the Proteftant Princes of Germany , and the 
Dutch to maintain the Ballance againfl: the Houfe 
of Auflria . The Queen Mother, fupported by the 
Enviersof VieuviUe" s Favour, havingprepoffeft’d the 
King againfl: him; his Majefty refolv’d to difmifs the 
heft: Servant he ever had. The Marefchal de Baffom - 
jfr/erreknowingtheKing’s Refolution,as Gallant aMan 
as he was, cou’d not help infulting a Minifter that 
was not long to remain at Court •, Bienville feeing 
his Difgrace was determin’d, offer’d to refign his 
Office *, but the King ftill gave him good Words, 
which not fatisfy'd the mortify’d Superintendant, 
who feeing his Enemies Triumph’d over him, again 
defir’d his Majefty to accept of his Refignation. 
The King bad him be content and not trouble him- 
felf, for when he wou'd no longer make ufeofhis 
Service he wou’d tell him fo himfelf,and he fhou’d 
have permifion to take his Leave of him. That 
Evening the Duke d' Anjou and others fet the Mob 
upon infulting him, and VieuviUe fearing he fhould 
be affaftiuated, fent to beg the Proteflion of Cardi¬ 
nal de Richlieu his mod dangerous Enemy. The 
Cardinal ran to him, not fo much to Protect him, 
as to take Pleafurein his Defpair. The next Morn¬ 
ing he was fent for to Council, and the King told 
him, That having promis'd , to tell him himfelf when 
he intended to male no more ufe of his Service , he 
then acquired bin. felf of his Promife for it was re - 
folv'd upon, and he might take his Leave of him . 
VieuviUe withdrew in great Confufion and Con- 
fternation ^ and the Marquis de Thermes Arrefting 
him as he came out of the Council, he was carry’d 
to the Caftle oi Amhoifej where he remain’d along 
while a Prifoner without knowing for what he was 

confin’d* 
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confin'd. Upon this Difgrace pf the Favourite and 
Minifter V'ieuville> the Finance^ were entrufted to 
Commifiioners, the firft of whom was Marillac , 
a Creature of the Queen Mother’s} the Count de 
Schcmbergh was recall’d and reftor cl to his Seat at 
the Council Board, Ornano was permitted to return 
to the Duke cd An]ou, and the Face of Affairs at 
Court was entirely chang’d, which is the Fourth 
Revolution of the Miniftry in the fpace of a few 
Months; and Hews what the French Nation may 
expett from a Reign that is but one continu'd Mi¬ 
nority, 

The next Miniftry is indeed a long one * 9 it met 
with fome Interruption, but was never entirely 
broken : Under it did the French learn a Paiiive 
Submiftion to the Will, not only of the King but 
of the Favourite and Minifter ; new Politicks were 
eftablifti’d in France , and inftead of a Ballance the 
French Court afpir’d to Univerfal Empire. What 
method they took to deftroy the Liberties of that 
once Free arid happy People, and to enftave Europe 7 
will be feen in the Hiftory of the Two Cardinals. 
Miniftry and the Monarch that Reign’d after 
them. 

Tho' the fequel of this Hiftory and Reign will 
be in a great meafure the Reign and Hiftory of 
Cardinal Richlieu , rather than that of Lewis the 
XUIth, yet I fhali not be too particular in what 
relates to that Minifter farther than it has relation 
to his Miniftry; as to his Birth, Education and 
Chara&er I refer to the Biographers, Panegy¬ 
rics and Satyrifts} bis Rife was Prodigious, and 
never was Prince more Mafter of a People than 
Richlieu , was of the French . His Paternal Eftate of 
Richlieu he* paid Homage for to a Neighbouring 
Gentleman till he bought off that Vaffalage, and had 
it eretted into a Dutchy and Peerage, to which he 
annex’d ioooco Livres yearlyRent; his Riches were 
Immenfe, his Buildings and Furniture, his Guards, 
his Magnificence in all things was Princely*, that 
which contributed to his Advancement as much as 
any thing, was the King's having conceiv’d a Hatred 
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of his Wife and Brother, jealous that the latter 
thought offupplanting him both in Bed andThrone ^ 
^nd this Weak Prince flatter’d himfelf, that Richheu 
being the Queen Mother’s Creature wou’d be the 
beft fupport of his Authority againft the Defignsof 
his own Family ; he indeed did fupport it, but’twas 
for himfelf and not for his Mafter. 

In the beginning of his Miniftry he adted fo much 
in favour of the German Proteftants, that he was 
call’d the Cardinal de la Rochelle , which City he af¬ 
terwards enflav’d, and the Pope $ Nuntio told him 
plainly he talk'd like ameer Lutheran; Richlieu did 
not care for that, his aim was to humble the Houfe 
of Auftrta . If the Proteftant Princes of Germany 
had been forc’d to yield to the Emperor’s Tyranny, 
it might not have been in the Power of France 
to hinder the Empire of that Houfe, not only over 
Germany and Spain but over all Europe. The Bigots 
hated him at firft fo much, that he was afraid of his 
Life, and defir d a Guard, which he never parted 
with but encreasd it by degrees in Strength and 
Splendor till his Troop out fhin’d the Kings, and 
the command of it was as ready a way to a Mare- 
fchals Ratoon. He went fo far as to banifh the King’s 
CohfefTor for admonifhing his Penitent not to en¬ 
ter into any League with Hereticks; and foon af¬ 
ter concluded a Treaty with the States General of 
the United Provinces which remain d in force al- 
moft Fifty Years. He had his Emiflaries all over 
Europe % under the management of his Confident and 
Creature the Capuchine Father Jofeph , who had a- 
bove 1 bo Miflionary Monks travelling over Europe to 
bufy themfeIves about quite otherThings than matters 
of Religion. We left Monfieur deV'ieuvllle impriTon’d 
in the CafHe ofyf mboife, where he was treated with 
great Rigor*, the King Eight Days before he turn’d 
him out of his Place with fo much Ignominy, de¬ 
clar’d to the Deputies of the Parliament of Paris 
and other Soveriegn Courts, That Monfieur de Vieu- 
ville had Enemies ' who endeavour'd to deftroy him , 
hut it woud be a Prejudice to his Reputation and to his 
Service if he parted with' hm. May not Favourites 
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and Minifters fee by this example, what it is to 
have Dependance on the prefent Difpofition offuch 
Princes as Lewis the Xlllth. No fooner was this 
Minifter remov’d, but, fays my Author, he was ac¬ 
cus’d Du peculat Ic plus honteux, the mofl Jhameful 
Peculation. I mull confefs I was furpriz’d to find 
this Word made ufe of on the Difgrace of fo Able 
and fo Faithful a Minifter, a perfon who had ma¬ 
nag’d the Finances of France with lo much Skill and 
Succefs. Peculat, is a Word we hardly ever heard 
ofin England till about Three Years ago, and I think 
the occafion was much the fame, Plunderings and Pe¬ 
culations were in every one’s Mouth, and to what did 
they all come too ? Juft fo was it with Monfieur de 
Vieuville, as my Author reprefents it. They gave out, 
fays he, That never Superintendant had heap’d up 
fuck Prodigious Riches , they affirm'd and with a 
Boldnefs that impos’d upon the leaft Credulous, he had 
Six Hundred Thoufand Crowns in his Houfe, his Chefls , 
nay the very Trunks in which were his Childrens Lin' 
neu were ranfack'd, but little Money found. Another 
Clrcumftance of Monfieur de Tieuville’s Hiftotyj 
lets us fee the Practice of Tyrannical Minifters with 
refpeft to their Predecefiors ■, the Hiftorian proceeds. 
Cardinal de Richlieu Jet Libellers to Work to blacken 
de yieuvilleV Reputation, and render him Odious to 
the King, a Prattice of which one may find more 
inftances than one in Hiftory. 

The Reign of Lewis the Xlllth was not only 
difturb’d with Commotions rais’d by the Princes, 
the Princefles had alfo a fhare m them, and Toon 
after Richlieu s Advancement to the Miniftry, the 
Court Ladies by their Intrigues, caus’d a Diffe¬ 
rence between the King and his Brother which 
was never perfectly reconcil’d. G'aflon was in Love 
with the Princefs of Montpenfisr, theRicheft Heirels 
in France •, and upon the Profpeft of his Marriage, 
two Parties were immediately form’d at the 
Louvre; the Princefs of Conti, the Dutchefs of Gaife 
arid the Ladies of that Family were for the Match j 
the Dutchefs of Chevreufe and the Marchionefs de 
In-Falette y whote Husband the Duke d‘ Epernon’s 
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Son was nearly related to the Princefs de Mont .- f 
pen/ier y were of'the Party that jbyn’d together to 
hinder the' Marjiage.* Thefe two Ladies vverepic- 
qu’d igainft the ’Princefs of Conti vi ho had the ma¬ 
nagement of the Affair, and having the confidence 
of the Queen Confert, they infinuated. to her, that 
her Credit wou’cfdnfc mightily if the Duke F Anjou 
ihou’d Marry afid‘ r have Children \ they put her" in 
mind of the King’s weakly Conftitutipn, and {hew *4 
her how much it for her Intereft that the Pre* % 
fumptive Heir of the Crown f^ou’d. hot be fo fobn 
niarty’d- The QhePn being preyed upon by their 
Reafons, reprefented to the Kingthat the Authority 
of the Duke d * Orleans wou’d entreafe if he fhou’d 
Marry and have Hefty. The .King, naturally jea^ 
lou$ ? . took the Inipreffions ms Con fort gave him, 
and order’d Colonel Ornano to break off the Duke 
ti' Altjtfus Intrigues,-and, hinder his engaging him- 
felf with the Princefs of Montpenficr . By this w6 
fee that not only tills Favourite' or that.Miift’fter, 
btrt everyone who approach'd jtpwis the Xllitji ftad 
an Afcendant over him. The King was of himfelf 
well inclin’d to Juft ice and Clemency, but of fo 
weak a mind that he cou’d not refill any Impor¬ 
tunity.; 

Happy had it been, for the Liberties of France 
ifhis’Miniftefs and Favourites had mot facrifis’d them 
to l\\t. Authority Rvyal^ which it was not likely they 
fhou’d not do when .that Authority Royat was,in 
reality their own, while Lewis had the Form and 
J^axhe of it. Tho .RicJjlieu to deffroy the Ballance 
of Power and turn it wholly on the fide of France , 
had promoted Alliances,with the German Princes of 
the Reformd Re tip on ^ and with the States General 
of tlfe-United Provinces againft the Hqufe of Auflria, 
yet theRroteftants of France far'd not the better 
foniffThe Eclifts; that.had been granted them, the 
Stipulations that had been made with them, their - 
Rights an'dPrivileges were every where invaded-there 
fvas,, not one Article of the Peace of Alompellier but ; 
what" was broken.TheCity of Rochelle jx\ whofeLiberty 
that dr *Prance did in a great meafiire fubfiff, efpeci- y 
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ally thatof theProteftants was in a manner block’d 
up by Land ^ and the Duke de Nevers under pre¬ 
tence of Cruifipg againft the Thirkijb' Royers, was 
fitting a Squadron, of Men of War at Blavetm Bre¬ 
tagne to do , the fame by Sea; Open Preparations 
were made, to Befiege the City in form, and the 
lofs of it appear’d inevitable, unlefs its Port cou’d 
be kept free to receive the Foreign Succours that 
might be fent them. ^ »' / . 

Of all the Proteftant Nobility the Dukes yf* Rohan 
and de Soubize were the mod Zealous and A&ive 
in the Defence of* the Reform’d Churches of France ; 
the Spirit which animated the firft Hugonotsteemd 
to be expir’d in all the reft and to live only in 
them. The Spaniards who had inftigated the Court 
of France to. all the Perfecutions that had been rais’d 
againft the Reform'd, finding their Councils tended 
to embarals the f Houle of Aufiria , now offer’d 
Affiftance to the. Duke^ Rohan which he did not 
abfolutely refufe, being deferted by the other Pro¬ 
teftant Lords, and having no other way to oblige 
the Miniftry, to .obferve the Treaties and Agree¬ 
ments that had been made in favour of their Re¬ 
ligion/ The Rochellers , alarm’d a.t the Preparations 
of the Court, ; implor’d the aid of that Duke and 
his Brother; and it was refolvohon by them that 
the Duke de Soubiz*e fhou’d fit out Tome Ships, pre¬ 
tending it was for a longVoyage and to furprize thofe 
the Duke de Nevers was fitting out at Blavetm The 
Money for this Expedition was borrow’d by the 
Two Dukes on their own Eftates \ and ’twas agreed 
that if the Duke de Soubine lucceeded, the Duke 
de Rohan fhou’d take Arms in the Provinces where 
he had moft Reputation, if not, he fhou’d difown 
his Brother’s Actions. When.all Things were ready 
to put this brave Enterprize imExecution, Nav allies, 
one of the Duke de Soubiz*e% Officers, betray’d the 
Secret; however, Soubize enter’d the Port of Blavet 
and made himfelf Matter of all the Kings Ships; he 
attack’d the Port, but the Garrifon had been rein¬ 
forc’d on, Navailles'% difeovery, and the Duke de 
Vmdome had time to march thither with the Forces 
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of Bretagne, of which he was Governor; being ar- 
riv’d, he laid an Iron Chain and a Cable of extra¬ 
ordinary thicknefs a crois the Harbour, by which 
means Soubize was block’d up within it, and expos’d 
for Three Weeks together to theShotof the Fort and 
the Army from the Shoar. In this defperate Condi¬ 
tion there was hardly a Man of Note of hr Religion 
that did not difowrrhim, the Duke de ldTrimoville y 
the Marquifles de la Force, and de Chatillon , the De¬ 
puties of the General AfTembly and of the Church 
Of Paris did it in Writing, the Cities of Nifmes y 
Vfez.j Montauban 5 the Communities of the Cevennes, 
nay, the very City of Rochelle did the fame. 

The Duk e de Rohan had form’d great Defigns to 
{econd this of his Brother, which being' fo unfor¬ 
tunate Rohan s came to nothing, and de Soubize was 
left fingly to withftand the Power of France, ADecla- 
ration was ptiblifh’d againfl them in a Tone that had 
hot' been yet us’d by the Court \ the Treaties that 
had been concluded with the Reform d were faid to 
be a£Vs of Favour y Wherein the fentiments of a juft 
Indignation had been over, rid d by the natural Be¬ 
nignity of a King the Father of his People . It was 
affirm’d that not only all Treaties, but even that 
of Mompellicr had been exa&ly obferv’d, tho’all. 
France had been Witnefe of the Infrattions of it., 
that were made daily. The Building the Citadel of 
Montauban^ and Fort Lewis' near Rochelle hadmade fo 
much noife, that it is incredible People cou’d be fo 
abandon’d to common Modefiy, as to boaft of their 
keeping of Treaties in the mjdft of the Clamour 
for their breaking ’em. There is no degree of 
Impudence like this*, but an Infiance,or two of a 
more Modern date which’muft be referv’d for fome 
other Occa/ion. The Duke de Soubize and his Ad¬ 
herents, were declar’d Guilty of High.Treafon. and 
all Corporations and Communities that favour’d him 
were depriv’d of their Privileges, unlefs they in a 
Month s Time return’d to their Duty. In the mean 
Time the Duke, taking hold of the Opportunity of 
a High Wind that blew direftly out of the Port, 
broke the Chain and the Cable, notwithftandingl 
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t& Terrible Fire from the Fort and Army, and 
brought away all the Veffels he had taken, except 
two that ftuck in the Haven’s Mouth. This was 
certainly one of the mod Glorious Actions that wa;s 
perform’d in the Civil Wars of France, and had the 
Proteftant Nobility declar’d themfelves.vigoroufly in 
favour of the Two Dukes, their Religion had not 
been fo foon facrifis’d to Popifti Vengeance. , 

; The Duke de Soubize being thus Mafter of the Sea 4 , 
he eafily reduc’d the Iflandsof Rhe and Oleron : The 
City of Rochelle alfo took Courage, and declar’d for 
him His Enterprize, which was before Condemn’d < 
by both Friends and Enemies, as an Effcft of Defpair, 
was now excoll’d by both, as one of the mod Heroick 
that ever was perform’d. The Lords of the Reform'd 
Religion , were afham’d of their Precipitation in 
difowning him, yet Intereft wou’d^not let them 
efpoufe his Quarrel,, which was that of Religion, 
tho’ the Court endeavour’d ; to have it taken to be' 
that of the Houfe of Rohan only. The Duke de 
Soubine’s Succefs, gave Spirit to the Provinces and 
his Brothers Efforts to engage them to War, as 
they were Indefatigable, fo were they alfo SuccePs* 
ful. The Court had lately enter’d into Treaties 
with England and thtLoxo Countries , and they were; 
afraid of engaging too far in this Rupture, leaf]: 
thofe Nations, being Protefiants fhou*d beprovok’d to - l 
aftift their Brethren. This made them lay all the 
Fault on the Two Brothers, and by that means the 
other Proteftant Lords , and a good part of.the .Com¬ 
monalty feeing they were not involv’d in the DiP- 
pute, refolvd,to keep clear, as if they wou’d not 
have been Sufferers alike with thofe that had own’d * 
this Caufe, when it was ruin’d, and their Religion 
had no more a Protestor. Whither the Duke de 
Rohan was not flatter’d with the Ambition of being * 
the Head of a Party *, whether he did. not aim at 
valuing himfelf to the Court, by the Strength of his 
Intereft whether his Zeal was Pure, and unmixt 
with any Sublunary Views, I leave to others to. 
determine. \ Great Men are fo .feldom Govern’d by { 
the Hopes of diflant and eternal Rewards^ that one 1 ; 
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muft abound in Charity not to have fomeDiffidence , 
and as Vigorous as the Duke de^Rohan was, in 
afTerting the Caufe of the Reform'd Churches , as Ge¬ 
nerous as is his Character, it is certain he AXed a 
Partin this Scene, which had fomething above the 
Life in it. The Author of the Hiftory of the EdiX 
of Nant has thefe Reflexions upon it, which I 
repeat, to fhew how much the Proteftants think him 
a Flayer in this Part of his Hiftory. And becaufe , 
fays he, he was not Ignorant how far fome certain 
extraordinary Demonftrations of Zeal and Piety pre¬ 
vail among the People , he a fie Pled all the outward 
Shews of an extream Devotion . He paid the Mini - 
fiers extraordinary Honours « When he enter'd into 
any City, he caus'd a Bible to be carry d before him, 
as the Catholicks in their Religion advance the Crojs 
in their Fore Fronts. He alighted from his Horfe at 
the Church Door of every City, and never fpoke of 
Bufwcfs to any Body, before he had faid his Pray¬ 
ers upon both Knees . And this made him fo much the 
more to be taken Notice of \ becaufe the Churches of 
the Reform'd have neither Ornaments nor Re Piques, 
nor any thing of Pomp and Magnificence to invite a 
Man . The Dutchefs his Wife, was a Notable Se¬ 
cond to him in all his Enterprises *, She labour'd, with 
great Sedulity to perfivade the People to take Arms 
in all Places where fie canie \ and becaufe fhe Tra¬ 
veled more by Night than by Day, the Equipage 
wherein fie appear'd , ftruck a kind of Awe into the 
Country People: Befides, that being in Mourning , the 
People that attended her were all in Black , her Coach 
alfo cover'd with Mourning , was drawn by Eight 
Black Horfe s , which , together with the Flambeaux s 
that were carry d to Light her along , made a So¬ 
lemn Prcceffion , which touch'd the Peafants with Com¬ 
panion, and d if pos’d them to jryn with her Husband . 
The Duk sdeSoubiz.e publifh’d a Manifefto, enume¬ 
rating the Breaches made upon the EdiXs in favour 
of the Reform'd , the Cruelties exercis'd againft ’em, 
and the Services they had render’d the Crown, fince 
the Accefiion of Henry the IVth. The Court were 
not a little alarm’d, when they heard of his having 
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broken the Chain and Cable, and'rarry’d off*h e 
King's Ships. Peace was preftntly talk’d of, and tb e 
Duke dc Soubtz.e y and the City of Rochelle, fen c 
their Deputies to the King, as did alfo the Duke.d® 
Rohany and■ the Places, that had adher’d to him. The 
Court hearken’d to a Treaty only to gain Time 
to comnleat the Deftruftion of the Proteftantsfor 
while they were Treating theMarefchai de Themimt 
ravag’d the Province of Fax, fparing neither Age 
nor Sex, till he was driven out of it by the enrag 'd 
Proteftants ", the Papifls them (elves' being Scandalis’d 
at his Cruelties. The Duke de Soubize having been 
Reinforc’d with feme Dutch Ships, defeated a Squa¬ 
dron that was fent againft him ; and this fecond Suc- 
cefs (d Spirited theProteftants, that with Unanimity 
and Conftancy they might have fecur’d their Liber¬ 
ties. The Minifiry now were in good earned for 
an Accommodation, and offer’d lame Conditions 
which were more favourable than was expefted - 
but the Reform’d grew the higher in their Demands, 
as the Face of their Affairs mended,/not cortfidering 
that, the Change which flatter’d them, was rio Solid 
6ne, and that divided, as they were,' they cou’d not 
hope to improve the Advantages they had obtain’d 
by War. It had been well, if they had been: as R e . 
folute in Adverfity, as.they were Gbftinate in Prof- 
perity. They were toerfoon flnfh'd with-good Suc- 
cefs, too foon difhearten’d with bad. While the 
1 reaty hung, the Court.were, very Indnftriousto 
raife Jealoulies oftheD.ukes de Rohan and de Soubiie , 
as’ if they were for accommodating Matters any how, 
provided they cou’d gain by it.This was fo far from 
being true, that the Duke de Rohan prefs’d the Re¬ 
form’d to take hold of this Opportunity, to procure 
good Terms, fearing they Ihou’d never have fuch 
another, which .they were foon convinc’d of: For 
the King's Fleet being ftrengtiien’d with fome EngliJH 
and Dutch Mefi of War, difperfs’d Soubiz.es Fleer, 
the Vice-Admiral of which had been corrupted by 
the Court, and drove his Men out of the Jfles of 
Rhe and Oleron. : His Forces at Land were alio cut 
in Pieces, not without Sufpicion of Treachery.in.the 
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Mayor of Rochelle, who wou’d not let 800 Gentle¬ 
men and other Soldiers, go out to their Afiiftance. 
Thus were Pmcftants deftroy’d by Proteftants \ and 
thus did the Englijh and Dutch help the Court of 
France to fupprefs their Brethren of the Reform'd 
Religion, in whole Defence their own Interefl en¬ 
gag’d them at all Ventures to Arm. 

ThefeTranfaftions happen’d in the Year itfi5,the 
fecond of Cardinal Richlieu's Miniltry, in which it was 
threaten’d with a Revolution •, and Baradas , a young 
; Gentleman, and a New Favourite, was thought fofar 
to have gain’d the King’s good Graces, that if he had 
had a Genius fuitable to his Fortune, he might have 
obtain’d the Miniltry. The Puke of Buckingham arri¬ 
ving at Paris f to follicite the Departure of Henrietta 
Maria , Que’en' of England , and appearing with a 
Splendor that dazled the French Court, the latter 
not to be outdone in Magnificence, were for fending 
Baradas to London^ to make as fhining a Figure as 
Buckingham did at Paris . But Baradas excus’d him- 
felf, and the King who lov’d him, accepted of his 
Excuies, to the great Mortification of Richlieu , who 
thought either to ruin him in his Abfence on that 
Em bally, or by his refufaloHt. Mary de Me die is y 
at the Indication of the Cardinal.intimated to her to 
her Son that (he conceiv’d feme Jealoufy of Baradas '$ 
Ambition. His Majelty aflur’d her there was na 
Occalion for it, he never troubling himfelf with 
State Affairs, and in appearance*, this New Fa¬ 
vourite affetted only to concern Himfelf iff the Plea¬ 
sures and Diverfions of the Court. He carry’d him¬ 
felf very modeflly, and receiv’d few Vifits: How¬ 
ever, the Courtiers, knowing the Kings Difpolition,: 
apply’d themfelves to him, as thequickeft way to 
carry their Point on all Occafio'ns; and the Queen 
Mother and the Cardinal were very uneafie under 
the Apprehenfion of the Confequences of this un¬ 
expected Favour, from a Prince whom they thought 
to have entirely at their DifpofaL 

Nani informs us, that the Duke of Buckingham,' 
who, while he was in Spain, had been in Love with 
the Countefs d’ Olivarez,. Wife to the Favourite of 
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Philip the IVfch, with whom, on that Account, he 
had a perpetual Quarrel, while he was in France , was 
touch'd with the fame Pafiion for a much more ex¬ 
alted Objett, the Queen Anne of Auftria , which 
occafion’d bis Quarreling with Richlleu , who was 
mortally Jealous of him, and he had been more than 
ever with Olivarez „. A French Hiftorian fays, with 
reference to this Ambitious Amour of Buckingham , 
Jl eft: vrai que certaines gem dirent dans le monde , 
quelle paroiffomt Senfihle an Merite du Buckingham. 
It is true then, fome did not Jrick to jay , that the 
Queers was Senfwle. of Buckingham’s Merit . Cer¬ 
tain it is, Richlieu was Jealous of the. .Duke’s In¬ 
trigues with the Court Ladies, and it is thought 
he inftill’d a jealoufy of him into the King. A Lady 
of the Bed-Chamber, and fome other 9! the Queen’s 
Domefticks, were banifh’d the Court as foon as 
Buckingham was gone .j and whatever Foundation 
there is for this Incident in Truth, it has found a 
Place in feveral Hiftories y which do not want Au¬ 
thority. 

This clore Correrpondence between the Courts of 
England and France , procur'd the fending a Squa¬ 
dron of FngfijJ) Men of War to the Affiftance of' 
the French r againft the Duke de Soubiz^e and the 
Rochellers^ but the Engliflj Nation is clear’d of the 
Guilt of that bafe A&ion, by the French themfelves, 
one of their Authors doing us this Juft ice. If there 
were Englifh- Ships in the Kings Fleets it mu ft be 
own’d they were got by the Artifices of Buckingham, 
without the Knowledge of the greateft Part of his 
Britannick' Majefty's Council , againft the Intentions of 
the Parliament , and the Efforts of good Ehglifh Men. 
’Tisto this Buckingham then, that the Proteftant Re¬ 
ligion owes the Lofs of fuch a Barrier, as were the 
Proteftants of France againft the Attempts of that 
King. King James the FirfL who was lately Dead, 
did offer ta lend the French King fome Ships to l e 
employ’d againft Genoa y but the Duke de Rohm 
informing him that the War of Genoa was only a 
Pretence, and that thofe Ships wou d be employ d 
againft Rochelle , the Englifi) Ships had Orders i;ot 
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to aft againfi: the Rvchellers , arid to have more Eng- 
lift) Hands than French Aboard, that they might be 
enabled to Obey thofe Orders. But the fame Year 
that King Charts* the Firft came to the Throne, .was 
th t Vanguard', one of the beft Ships of the Englifn 
Fleet, lent to the French King, together with feve- 
ral large Merchant Ships, but, Captain Petmmgton r 
who Commanded them, wou’d not ferve againft 
the Rochellers 5 and underftanding at Diepe; that 
he was to go upon that Service, he return'd to Dover , 
where Ordeiswere again ferit him tojoyn the French 
Fleet with his Squadron. Accordingly he deliver’d 
them up to the French Admiral at JDiepe: The Capt. 
of the Great Neptune being' the duly Cammahder of 
it, who refus’d to deliver his : Ship, and 
arid the .other Officers return ft d.in his to England 7 
where they complain’d, of the Orders they had ’re¬ 
ceiv’d to the Parliament, which Buckingham got to 
be Diffolvci, tb pf event a ftrift ’Inquiry into that 
Matter. Th z'Rifdoclieys being Bark’d up by Sea and 
Land, and^he^Duke ^e Rohan advifmg them to Peace, 
on the Affurance of the Guaranty of theKing of Great,. 
Britain ^ theywerie tlefirous of a! xp*ty.Richlieuw hofe 
Head was full of the Affair of the Falteline^ where- 
the Spaniards, were Mafter$, ^nd by that means 
Wpu’d' Poop do what they’ pleas’d in SmjfeHand , 
was as inclinable to Treat* W the Reform'd were to 
have him, till the Defeat of 'Stiubizje by and 

then the Corirt woifd riot confenttb it, unlefs the 
RochcPers were left out of the General Anrmefty, 
which the Proteiiants wou’d not hear .of.. In the 
niean time, th e Rochellers frighten'd at the 4 Revolu¬ 
tion which had happen’d hr their Affairs, lent De¬ 
puties to the King, who threw themfelves at liis Ma- 
jefty’s Feet, arid implor’d hiS Pardon in the moft 
Submiffive Teir'ms. The General Deputies intei> 
ceeded for them, in the Name of all the Churches, 
which however was to no Purpofe. The Conditions' 
they were to be pardon’d upon, were fuch as re* 
duc’d them to a State of Slavery, which the Rochel - 
ters refolv’d rather to Dye, than fubmit to. At 
laft the EngliJJj Ambafladors promifing that Fort 
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Lewis fhou’d be Demolifh cl, and that their Mailer 
wou’d be Guaranty for the Performance of the 
Terms given them by the 'French King, thefeAm- 
baffadors gave them an Inftrument, dated the nth 
of February, 1625-6^ declaring that Fort Levels was 
one of the Conditions on w hich Rochelle fubmitted, 
and that they wou’d not have done it, but in a Be¬ 
lief that the King of England was Guaranty of the 
Peace. Tho’ there was fomething faulty in the 
Draft of this Inftrument, and that his Brltannick 
Majeftys Guaranty was not exprefs’d with fufficient ^ 
Force and Clearnefs, yet it was thought to be bind¬ 
ing in Honour, as we may read by what follows, 
taken out of a French Author. “ Tho’ this Paper did 
cc not clearly exprefs the Guaranty, p of which the 
u King of England boafted, neverthelefs it cannot 
u be deny’d, but that it muft have oblig’d that Prince 
<c either to have difown’d hts AmbalTadors, or elfe 
ic to take care, that what was granted the Reform'd , 
u fhou’d be faithfully perform’d, fmee he acknow- 
<c ledg’d that the foie Force of his Sollicitations 
u had vanquifh’d their good Nature, to be fatisfy’d 
cc with the King’s Offers. An Honeft Man needs no 
<c more to engage him to make another Man’s Bu- 
4 * finefs his own, but that it washimfelf who caus’d 
44 the other to mifearry, either by his Authority of 
44 his Perfwafion. And in this Senfe it. cannot be 
4C deny’d, but that the King of England was the 
41 Guaranty of the Peace , fince it was upon his 
il Word, and in hopes that he wou’d be anfwerable 
<c for it, that the Reform'd accepted of it. ” Not 
only the 'Englljh Ambaffadors. but thofe of the Vlil¬ 
ted Provinces , of Venice and Savoy , follicited for the 
Reform’d ’ 0 the latter out of Political Views only, 
that the French Court being at Leifure at Home, 
might bend all their Force againft the Houfe of 
VluRria, The Peace therefore was concluded, both 
Sides intending to break it on the firft Occafion *, 
the Proteftants if Fort Lem> was not demohfh’d *, 
the Court as foon as they had an Opportunity, with 
refpefl to their Foreign Affairs, which they wou’d 
firft fet upon a good Foot. 
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In March \62<s, an Editt was put forth in Conr 
fequetice of the Peace, and verify’d in Parliament, 
it confirm’d the former Edi&s, as far as they were 
not contrary to the laft Treaty. The Dukes de Ro¬ 
han and Soubize fubmitted, as did all the Cities, their 
Adherents. The former in his Memoirs, fays of this 
Peace, The Court of France in deceiving England, 
and the Confederate Princes , deceiv'd alfo them - 
felves \ every thing they propoSd by it, happen'd to 
the Advantage of Spain, to the Opprejfion of the Allies 
of the Crown , / xnd to the Prejudice of France. How 
Humane and Upright the Papijis are, when they 
have the Power m their Hands, may be feen by the 
Story of Monfieur Campredon , a Gentleman that 
was lent to Spain by the Duke de Rohan , during the 
War, and return’d on the Ccnclufion of the Peace, 
by which all that had been done, either within or 
without the Kingdom, was pardon’d. Campredon 
was taken in his Return by the Marquis de Ragni, 
and his Procefs was form’d by the Parliament of Ihe- 
loufe . Juft as they were about to Condemn him. 
Majuyer , the Firft Prefident, receiv’d the Edift of 
jthe Peace, which Campredon ought to have the Be? 
nefit of, but he conceald it a whole Day, and did 
not caufe it to beverify’d, till after the Gentleman 
was Executed. A Bafe and Bloody Aft of Treach¬ 
ery, which a Prefident of the fame Parliament con¬ 
demns. / own that in good Faith 7 Campredon ought 
to have had the Benefit of the General ^mnefty, 
hut Mafuyer was fuch an Enemy to the Hugonots, 
he never matter'd good Faith when he couddo thct/i 
'a Mi I chief No wonder fuch Ufage forc’d them fq 
often to take Arms.. Slavery was not as yet a Na : 
tural Principle in that Country : The Parliaments, 
efpeciall.y that of Paris, had frequently the Publick 
Good, and the Liberties of the People in their 
Mouths ; a Language that has not been us’d in 
France, for above half a. Century. The Advocate 
General, Monfieur Serviette dying about this time, 
there was a Circumftance attending his Death which 
made it Glorious. The Intendant of the Finances 
had brought certain Pecuniary Edifts totheParl% 
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YAtnt of Paris, to be verify’d j that AfTembly who 
had not then learn’d to fubmit blindly to whatever 
yvas requir'd of them, debated the Verification of 
’em. To obtain which, the King went in Perfon, 
accompany’d by the Duke d y Anjou f \ and feverai 
Dukes and Peers; Servien , who had been in his 
Port Fifty Years, and was juft recover'd out of a 
Fit of Sicknefs, made a warm Remonftrance in fa¬ 
vour of the People. At the clofe of this Speech, he 
rais’d his Voice with all the ft-rength he had, and 
addrefs’d himfelf thus to the Young King. Tou may 
render your Name Celebrated in Hifiory , in over - 
coming your Enemies by the Force of your Arms 9 
hut you will acquire a much more Solid Glory in 
gaining the Hearts .of your Suijetts by Mildnefs and 
Clemency . He was about to prove the Truth of 
a Maxim fo little known to the laft Kings of 
France , when his Speech fail’d him, and he fell into 
a Swoon. He was prefently rub’d and fhaken, but 
all to no Purpofe : All he ever faid aftewards, was, 
’Tis Nothing , and fo he expir’d, having with his laft. 
Breath, born this Glorious Teftimony to the Caufe 
of Liberty. Has there been aMagiftrate of France 
fince that time, that durft Preach fuch a Letturc 
to the King ? This {hews us that France has been 
Free \ that in the laft Reign there were French 
Lawyers who afierted that Freedom *, and what 
Right has there ftarted up in this to deprive her of 
it, and trample all her Rights and Privileges un¬ 
der Foot ? How came the Authority Royal to ufurp 
the Place of Law ? Let it be faid at leaft, in favour 
oftheprefent King’s impartial Juftice, that if he has 
extirpated the Proteflant Religion , he has alfo extir¬ 
pated Liberty \ and who then can doubt to which he 
has been moil favourable, to thofe that he has fu£ 
jf'er’d to leave their own Country, and live Free in 
others, or to thofe that remain there under fo Def 
potick a Power. 7 ^ Minifters of fuch Princes will 
always be very fevere with Libellers . Now all Au¬ 
thors that fpeak Truth of fuch as are too great to 
hear it, are of courfe Libellers. A General Affcmbly 
bf t)ie Catholick Clergy being holden at Paris , the 
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Cardinal complain’d of Libels againft the Court, not 
by Hugonots , but by Rank Papifis ; For as to Re 
bellionand Sedition, we fhall find the French Papifis 
in this Minority, for fo the Reign may be ftill pro¬ 
perly call’d, and the next, were the Rebellious and 
Seditious . Thefe Libels contain’d fevere Reflecti¬ 
ons on'the Miniftry, in joyning with the Proteftants 
in Germany and Swifierland. One of the Authors of 
"’em fpeaking of the King, fays, God fvffer'd his Fa¬ 
ther Henry the IVth, to be Ajfajpn'd as foon as 
he prepar'd to put Two Heretical Princes in Pojfejfion 
of Cleeves and Juliers. The Houfe of Auftria has 
no other Interefi, than to maintain the Caufe of God : 
To make a War upon So'Veraigns , Defenders of the Ca- 
tholick Religion, is openly to reftfl the Will of God 
himfelf The Magiftrates Condemn’d thefe Libels 
to be Burnt by the Hands of the Common Hang¬ 
man. One may fee plainly their Authors were 
Orthodox in France , and thofe whole Zeal flew 
highefl. Thefe were the Men that cry’d out, 7 he 
Church is in Danger , becaufe the Court a flirted the 
Protefiant Grifons and the Dutch. Here’s an Inftance 
of their Loyalty, when the Government is againft 
them. Does one not Tremble to read in this Me¬ 
morial of the French High Church, God fufferd 
Henry the IVth to be Affajfm’d, From (uch Loyalty 
and fuch Divinity, Good Lord , deliver all Kings ana 
Princes , whether Papifts or Proteftants. The Pope’s 
Nuntio Spada , had the Impudence to oppofe the 
Condemning thefe Libels^ both by die Sorbonne and 
and the General Aflembly of the Clergy *, and tho’ 
he cou’d not hinder their Condemnation, he hinder’d 
its being done with Particulars, and in General 
Terms. The Libel that made meft Noife, was one 
calfd an Advertifement to the King , which threaten’d 
him with a Colleague, if he did not reform his Go¬ 
vernment, with refpeft to his Alliances with Here- 
ticks. This Libel the Aflembly order d to be cen- 
fur’d, and the Bifhop of Chartres was appointed to 
draw up the Cenfure in French and Latin . The 
Bifhop, who had more Honour and LInderftanding 
than many of the reft of his Brethren, did it with 
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great Force, affirming Pafftve Obedience in as great 
Extent,as has been aflerted by fome Brit ip: bottors, 
fam’d fop that Principle above all others. The Bifliop ’ 
ot Chartres prov’d, That SubieBs ought ' riot to Refift cn\ 
arty Account whatfdever) That they ought to fiijfer 
as the ■ Apofiles and Martyrs did , That there "WAS 
jio Perfon in the World who edit'd difpenfe SubjeBs 
from their Oath of Allegiancey on any Pretence, or 
on any Caufe whatfoevef, That Kings coud not be 
depos'd', and that Alliances with Infidels and Here -' 
ticks are not abfedutely Wicked , nor Condemn'd in 
Scripture , &c.- The Aflembly approv’d of this. 
Doiirfne and Writing,' which Spada, the Pope's 
Nuntio, hearing, he fee the Cardinals de Sourdis, de 
la Rochfaucault, and de la Kalette, to : work, to gain 
the Members over by their Intrigues, and prevent 
the Publication .of it. The Arch-Bilhop of Sens 
cry’d outi it wota’<j :i be.a Shanfe^KTall. Mttropeffi^ 
the Clergy of France fhou’d Authorize a Doftrine 
Condemn'd by idu Pftrm, in 'the Taft Aflembly 
of the States General 5 his Reafohp and the In¬ 
trigues of the Nuhttb,'“prevail’d' u£on moft of the 
Members , and the Approbation Which had been en¬ 
ter’d in their RygilperCin favour ;pf the Bifhop of 
Ch'mri‘s’s : Cen&xef Was' raz’d out of if, under pre¬ 
tence that the Secretary had nq>t ; takfen it right, oc- 
calion’d by the; Confnfion of the Applaufes given to 
it. However, the Parliament forbad the Biihops 
to Publifh, and the Bookfellers to Print any other 
Cenfiire, than that of the Bifhrtp of Chartres , Sor 
le'mnly approv’d the T 3 tlT of December , in the Af- 
fembly of the Clergy. NotwitHftanding which, a- 
nother was drawn up, and approv'd of in general, 
which the Cardinal de la Kalette Sign'd as Prefident. 
The Parliament forbad the Biihops and Clergy to 
AfTemble. They, on the contrary, Publilh’d a De- 
claration'that their Arrets were Null. The Parlia¬ 
ment threaten'd to feize their Temporalities, unlefs 
they repair’d to their Diocefles by a Day appointed. 
Thus did the Lay Aflembly contend with the Spiri¬ 
tual, in maintenance of the Independancy of the 
Crown of France, and the Prerogative of Kings, in 
iU-'-- : ■ > > ‘ which 
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which Lewis and his Miniftry abandon’d them, by 
an Injun&ion to bring the Affair before the Council, 
where it dropt ^ and the Pope wrote an obliging 
Letter to his Faithful Bifhops, for {landing by the 
Papal Authority in its Ufurpation, to Depofe Kings, 
and Abfolve Subjects from their Oaths of Fidelity. 
This Devotion of the Gallican Bifhops to the See of 
Rome , has not been conftant, and fometimes they are 
for its Abfolute Supremacy, and fometimes againlt 
it, as a prefent Turn is to be ferv’d, or the Corn t is in 
a good or bad Humour with it. 

1 fhall not pretend to give the Reader a View of 
the Happy Confequences of the Marriage of the 
Princefs Henrietta Maria y Lewis's Sifter, with King 
Charles the Firfk: Our h’iftories fpeak enough of it, 
but wherein that Marriage occafions any Negoti¬ 
ations between England and France, I muff touch 
upon them. Her Domefticks in England , intro¬ 
duc’d the Jefuits into her HouThold, and they forc’d 
her to commit a Thouland mean Things beneath her 
Grandeur, and unworthy of her Dignity. They 
perfwaded her to adore as Martyrs, thofe of their 
Order, that had been Executed in the preceeding 
Reign, as Contrivers,*^ Accomplices in the Powder 
T L O T\ and the Qccafion of V Jubilee preferring if 
felf, they made Choice of the Place where the Com¬ 
mon Malefattors are Executed, whether the Queen 
was to walk bare Foot to fay her Prayers. The 
King and the whole Nation were exafperated at this 
Irffolehce *, His Majefty commanded the Queens 
French Domefticks to be gone, upon'which Cardinal 
Richlieu fent the Marefchal de Bdjfompierre to Eng.^ 
land to complain of it, as an Infraction of the Trea¬ 
ty, and to reconcile the Differences between the.’ 
King and his Royal Confort, on that Qccafion. The 
Marefchal was likely to fucceed in his Negotiation,' 
but the Cardinal who did what he cou’d to thwart 
Buckingham , caus'd Baffompierre 's Treaty of Ac¬ 
commodation ’ to be difown’d, and Buckingham o- 
blig’d his King to revoke his Word. After which, 
a Difpute about Commerce arifing, Buckingham , who 
burn’d with a defire of returning into France , apd 
* 4 ’ * ' ~ : ' ■ brave 
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brave the Cardinal, refolv’d to go thither once more 
as Anibaffador; but the Cardinal found out a way 
to let him underftand he wou'd not be Wel¬ 
come. At this the Engliflj Favourite was (b enrag’d 
that he mitigated his Matter to a Rupture, under 
pretence of a Breach of the laft Peace with the 
Proteftants, of which the King of England was 
Guaranty. How little that Prince was really con¬ 
cern’d for the Maintenance of it, and the Prefer- 
vation of the Reform'd Religion in France , one may 
fee by his Manner of proiecuting that War and 
the whole courfe of his Hiftory. I do not know 
how it has happen’d, but fince the glorious Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, England has look’d upon the 
Proteftants abroad with as much Indifference as if 
the Engliflo and they were not of one Religion, 
and indeed for this laft Century, there has been a 
Faction in England that treats the Foreign Pro¬ 
teftants as Hereticks as much as the Papijls can. 
It had been well for thole of France if King Charier 
the Firft had never meddl’d with them, unlefs he had 
been more Earneft both in Council and A&ion. 

Something has been faid already of the Jealouty be¬ 
tween Richlieu and Buckingham, and the Probability 
of it will appear from the Character of the for¬ 
mer •, I have touch’d it a little in the foregoing 
Pages, to which for the better enlightning this Hi- 
ftory, I fhall add here from an Author of the fame 
Nation • “ That ha was Ambitious of outdoing all 
“ others in Trifles, he cou’d not endure that another 
“ Ihou’d excel him in the moft pitiful Things, to 
u make Sonnets or Speak better than he did, was 
“ no vray to win his Favour, or to fhew that he 
“ underftood Huhianity, Philo fophy, the Mathe- 
“ maticks, Divinity, or Antiquity better than he. 
“ That he might enjoy the Reputation of being the 
“ moft Experenced Man of his Time in all Things ; 
“ he ftretcht his Wcaknefs to that degree, as to 
“ attribute to himfelf the Works of other Men, 
“ and under his-own Name to own thofe Wri- 
“ ings, wherein perhaps he was no more concern’d 
than |o have been the firft that conciev'd the 
t m .j “ rude 
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€c rude and indigeded Idea of the Subjeft. He had 
il the fame fentiments as to Magnifience and court- 
u ing the Ladies and for a Man to prefume to* 
tc tranfcend him in either of thefe two things was 
£c a certain way to lofe his Favour. However 
cc it were, he always us’d the Qjeen but very fcur 
<c vily after he obfervd the little value fhe had 
u for him. A Man of this Character, cou'd not 
but be Jealous of fo Gallant and Magnificent a 
Man as was the Duke of Buckingham , who, im¬ 
patient of any oppofition Abroad or at Home, wou’d 
be fure to ufe all his endeavours to revenge it. 
One cannot think he was at all Sollicitous for the 
Prefervation of the Reform'd Religion in France , he 
who was fo negligent of it in England. His aim 
was to embarrafs Richlieu , and to let him fee, if 
he intended to live in Friendfhip with hisMader, 
he mud do it by complying with him. 

During thefe Tranfaffions, there happen’d a Con- 
teft between the Jefuitsand the llniverfity of Paris, 
which made a great Noife; the former had pub- 
lififd a Book under the borrow’d Name of Santarelj 
concerning Herefy and Sckifm> to juftifie their Opi¬ 
nions, then generally decry’d by the Honed and 
Learned Men of France of both Religions. The 
Llniverfity examin'd it, and publifh’d Remarks up¬ 
on it, ihewmg the Falifities that were in it, and their 
Remarks ferv’d to render the Fathers dill more 
Odious. The Jefuits petition d the King to inter- 
pofe his Authority, and hinder the publifhing fucli 
Inveftives againd them. For every thing is a Libel 
with thofe Statefmen and Clergymen that fupport 
their Caufe by Falfhood, and that cannot ftand the 
Ted of Truth; the llniverfify petition’d to be 
heard before they were condemn a. Samar el's Book 
was publifh’d at Rome With the Licenfe of the 
Superior of the Society, and triaintain*d that the 
Pope xvhofe Tribunal is the fame rvithfefus Chrifl , 
had a right to depofe Kings if they did not defend 
the Church. It was Dedicated to the Cardinal of 
Savoy , and countenanc’d by all the Jefuited Papifis. 
The Parliament of Paris examin’ddt as Well as the 
i llniverfity 
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Univerfity they condemn’d it to be burnt by the 
Hands of the Common Hangman, Coton and thejefuits 
were heard before the Sentence was put in Exe¬ 
cution, rheir Prevarications, Evafions and Equivoca¬ 
tions fhew how ill Craft behaves it felfin the Face 
of Juftice. The firft President faid, Speak plainly t 
do you believe the Pope can Excommunicate the King ., 
ana abfolve his Sub jects from their Oath of Fidelity f 
How Gentlemen , reply’d the good Fathers, Excom¬ 
municate the King ? He is theEldefi Son of the Churchy 
he will never do any thing that fhall drive the Pope to 
that Extre?nity. The Magiftrates demanded if their 
General did not believe the Pope had fuch a Power. 
The Jefuits anfwer’d, Our General is at Rome, he 
cannot help approving the Dottrine generally approv'd 
of in the Country where he lives . And do yoUy 
Gentlemen, fay the Magiftrates, believe what is 
taught at Rome, concerning thefe Articles ? No, re¬ 
ply’d the Jefuits, our Sentiments are quite contrary . 
Woud they be fo were you at Rome ? Continu'd the 
Prefident .• The Jefuits anfwer’d, We Jhou'd talk like 
the reft. The good Fathers having no Redrefs in 
Parliament, and Cardinal de Richlieu declaring 
himfelf in favour of the Affembly, they were forc’d 
to Sign a Writing difapproving a Doftrine, which 
however, they continu'd to affert upon all occa* 
fions. 

The compafs we have circumfcrib’d ourfelves in 
this Hiftory, will not admit us to enter into Per- 
ticulars of fuch Military or Political Attions as 
were done on the publick Stage of the World, or 
are to be met with in the general Hiftory of 
France. For that reafon nothing is faid of the League 
Lewis enter’d into with the Italians and Swifs , for 
the recovery of the Kalteline from the Spainards . 
This was the caufeof the great Difference between 
the the Courts of Spain and France , and had like 
to have come to an open Rupture, which Richlieu , 
who had the ruin of the Proteftants in France in his 
Head, was againft, but he durft not make it known 
for fear of bringing upon himfelf the Hatred of thofe 
Allies, that were to be deferted by an Accommo- 
• dation 
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dation with Spain , which was privately negotiated 
by the Count du Fargis , Ambaflador in Spain , while 
the Cardinal was giving ; the Confederats new Af- 
furances of his Matter’s afting vigoroufly in Concert 
with them to prevent the Growth of the greatnefs 
of the Houfe of Auftria on the fide of Italy. Father 
Berrulle , who had a great Influence over the Queen 
Mother, was inftigated byfome of Richlieus EmiP 
faries, to remonftrate to the Queen, that his Ma- 
jefty’s Alliances with Hereticks were a great Pre¬ 
judice to the Catholick Religion. The Cardinal 
wou’d not appear in it himfeif, but he got others 
of his Creatures t;o perlwade the C-untefs^ Fargis, 
the Ambaflador’s Wife and a Favourite of Mary de . 
Medicis , to infinuate the fame things to her, and 
engage her to forward a Peace between the" Twd 
Crowns The Countefs was ambitious of the Ho¬ 
nour that wou’d accrue to her Husband if hecou’cL 
concl.ude a Treaty in Spite, as (lie thought, of 
Richlieu , who at the bottom fet both her and Fa : 
ther Berrulle to work, about a Thing he durft not 
himfeif appear in. The Countefs prefs’d Mary de 
Medicis concerning it fo warmly, that at laft the 
Queen order’d her to write to her Husband to Sign 
t.be Treaty without any further delay, and to af- 
fure him that fhe wou’d procure her Son’s Ratifi¬ 
cations. Du Fargis accordingly Signs it unknown 
to the King, who when he heard it, fell into a 
Pafiion, declar’d he wou’d difown it, recal and* 
feverely Punifh the Ambaflador ,* the Queen Mother 
and the Cardinal heard him patiently, and after 
the firft heat was over, the Cardinal blaming 1 ” 
the Count's Condutt, fhew’d the Advantages that 
wou’d arife by the Treaty to his Majefty and his- 
Allies, lo much to the fatisfattion of the Council,, 
that not one of whom dar’d to oppofe a Thing the 
Cardinal had approv’d of \ the Treaty was con¬ 
firm’d, only the. King infitted that fome Articles 
fhou’d be explain’d, and order’d his Ambaflador to 
demand Audience of Leave, if it was not done as he 
requir’d \ but Mary de Medicis caus v d it to be 
intimated to du Fargis , that he ifiou’d not be too- 

Scrupulous 
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Scrupulous in obeying *thofe Orders, nor ftart Dif¬ 
ficulties which might obftruft the Peace. The 
Cardinal being for it, the Bufmefs came foon to an 
ijliie, notwithftanding the Oppofitions it met with 
from the King’s Allies when they, knew it, and 
that the Prince of Piedmont came to the Court of 
France in Perfon to hinder its being concluded. 

Such was the Authority of Cardinal de Richhcu 
in the Court of Lewis the XHIth. Treaties were 
made and broken at his Pleafure, and as he govern’d 
abfoluteiy the Mind ofhisMafter, fo every one wa^ 
oblig’d to a compliance with him, or they were fare 
to be ruin’d by him, his luft of Revenge being e- 
qual to that of his Ambition.; . - 

It has been hinted that the Duke de Anjou^ whom, 
we mult now call’d Duke de Orleans , wou’d have 
marry’d Madamoifelle de Montpenfier f and that the 
King opposd his Marriage, the Cardinal having 
let that, Princefs know fhe was oblig’d to him for 
its being fet a Foot again; he condefcended to make 
advances to Ornano , the Duke's Favourite, who re> 
fenting bis Imprifonment before the Marquis de 
Fieuvi/lei s.. Difgrace, reje&ed thofe Advances, and 
openly difpis’d his Friendfhip, thinking himfelf Safe 
in the Protection of the Prefumptive Heir -of the 
Crown. The Prince and Princefs of CWe obftrutted 
the Marriage, iri; hopes the Duke wou'd prefer their 
Daughter’s Beauty to that of Madamoifelle de Mont* 
penfier . Ornano was in Love with the Princefs, and 
promis’d her to diffwade the Duke de Orleans from 
reviving a Negotiation.which the King had coni- 
nmidecj him to put a flop to. The Lords of the Court/ 
apprehe.nfieve of the too, great Powers of the 
Quife’Sj the Duke of that Name having-marry’d the: 
Mother,-of .Madamoifelle de Montpenfier , were for 
themofl Part again ft that Princefs’s Marriage with 
Monfieur^ the Dutchefs de Chevrevfe , one of the 
xnoft Intriguing Ladies of the Court, was-engagd 
in the fame Intereft v b.y the Queen Anne of Anftria , 
whom the Princefs of Cvnde had fet againft the Match. 
.The Marquis de Chala'is Great Mafter of the Wp*d~. 
robe/and the Dutchefs de Chevrenfes Lover embrac’d 
QT the 
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f he fame Party, as did alfa the Favourite Bar ad as < 
Cbalais having kill’d Monfieur Pontgibaut in a Duel* 
his Unkle, the Count de Schomberg , and the Guifes y 
demanded Juftice on the Murderer*, the Duke*/? 
Orleans , the Count de Soijfons , and a great number 
of Lords foll'icited his Pardon } the Grand Prior* 
Cbalais' s intimate Friend, engag’d him entirely in 
the Interefl of the Duke de Orleans , which prov’d 
fatal to him a few Months after. In the mean 
time the Duke of Savoy hearing the Duke de Or - 
leans was advis’d by Ornano and his Friends to ftreng- 
then himfelf by fome Foreign Alliance, offer’d him,, 
by his Ambaffador, the Abbot ScagUa , his Grand-* 
Daughter, the Princefs of Mantua , Heirefs of Mont - 
ferrat . Ricblieu was the more earneft in forward¬ 
ing the Match with the Princefs de Montpenfier , 
and the Party that oppos’d it, refolv’d to rid them- 
felves and the Nation of him,if pofiible. The Spaniards 
hoping to embroil Matters, fomented it \ the Duke 
of Buckingham gave the Duke de Orleans affurance 
of Afiftance from England } Aerjcns, the Dutch Am- 
baflabor, was in the Intrigue, and the Princes who 
were Enemies to the Houfe of Auftria, hating Rich- 
lieu for breaking the Alliance between France and 
them,were all ready to contribute to hisRuin,but the 
extricated himfelf by his wonderful Management out 
of all Difficulties to the Deftru&ion of his Ene¬ 
mies both at Home and Abroad. He began with 
the Marquis d 5 Ornano , who having the entire Go¬ 
vernment of the Duke d ’ Orleans , was the moft 
dangerous of them. In order to betray the Mar¬ 
quis, he got his Creature the Capuchin Father Jo - 
feph to inlinuate himfelf into Ornano 5 s Friendship; 
and the Command of an Army delign’d for the 
Blockade of Rochelle being to b« difpos’d of, Father 
Jofeph reprefented totheMarquis that the Duke ought 
to demand that Poft, and not to be put off with a 
Refufal or two, promifing he wou’d get the Car¬ 
dinal to fupport his Pretences \ accordingly Ornano 
got his Mafter to demand it, inftead of fupport- 
in j him, Ricblieu told the King, that his Bro- 
tfist r intended by it to make himfelf Mafter of the 

Forces 
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Forces of the State, and was put upon it by Or- 
hanoj who fill’d his Head with Ambitious De* 
figns, which created an incurable Jealoufy in Lewis , 
w r ho refolv’d to take hold of the ftrft Opportuni¬ 
ty to Punifh the Marquis, The Marefchai dePraf- 
lin dying fome time after, Gaflon re mom! rated that' 
the Batoon was due to the Faithful Services of the 
Man who had had the Care of his Education. Rich- 
lieu did not fail to put the fame bad Conftru&ion on 
this Remonftrance, and to increafe the King’s Jea¬ 
loufy of his Brother and Qrnanc , infomuch, that he 
propos’d in Council, to have the latter Arrefted, but 
Mary, de Medicis who defir’d to keep fair with the 
Duke d' Orleans , her Second S6n, and to gain Orna* 
no, fhew’d the Hazard there was in taking fo defpe- 
rateaStep,, and that Gaflon ought rather to be fa- 
tisfy’d in a Thing that was Titular only, and was of 
no Conference, without a Command. So the Mar¬ 
quis had tne Batoon, and the Queen Mother^to win 
bun, let him know ’twas owing to her Infiances; 
He promis’d, at her Requefi, to promote the Mar¬ 
riage between his Mafferand the Princefs de Mont- 
petj/ier . Now was this Favourite of the King’s only 
Brother Care fs’d, and Courted by all ^ not the Car® 
dinal himfelfhad more Court made to him. Amidft 
this Giaie of Fortune,- ’tis no wonder he was daz- 
Ied with it into a Security which prov'd his De- 
ftruclion. The Cardinal was all the while working 
it ivith great Artifice and Indufiry, and the Court in 
fbe Spring, \626-7j being at Fcntainbleau , where 
nothing: but Pleafure ana Diverffons were thought of, 
Richlieu infinuates to Lewis y that all thofe who op¬ 
pos’d his Brother’s'Marriage, were in a Confpiracy 
to fhut him up in a Convent, and to marry his Bro¬ 
ther to his Q^ueen' Anne of Auflria . Lewis in a 
mortal Fright, prefs’d the Duke *T Orleans's Mar¬ 
riage with MadamoifeJle de Montpe?ifier more than 
efer, srrd gave the Marefchai pofitive Orders to pre¬ 
pare the Duke’ to fatisfy his Majefty in that matter.’ 
} will etc all han, fays the Marefchai, but I don't find 
thatis at all difpos*d to it. 'Ibis Anfv/er 
tg&fe&p'Wh re Jealous of Ornano > and v ft was 
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refolv’d that his Perfon fliou’d be fecurU The Car¬ 
dinal, to prevent any manner of Sufpicion, feem’d 
more than ever to be defirous of the Marefchal’s 
Friendfhip, and Father Jofeph malicioufly remon- 
ftrated to him, what an Injuftice it was to the Duke 
d’ Orleans , that he had no Place at the Council 
Board. Ornano perfwades his Matter to demand it, 
Richlieu reprefents it as a Defign of his Brother’s to 
raifea Party even in his Majefty’s Council*, that he 
was put upon it by Ornano , whole Ambition it was 
to beat the Head of Affairs. Gaft on was with much 
difficulty admitted, Ornano demanded to attend his 
Matter to Council. The King’s Jealoufy had new 
Fuel to rekindle it, and the Refolution taken to Ar- 
reft the Marefchal was put in Execution, under 
pretence of fome intercepted Letters, between the 
Party that oppos’d the Marriage of Monfieur, and 
Madamoifelle de Montpenfier , and the Courts of Spain 
and Savoy . The Duk td' Orleans was inrag’dat the 
Imprifonment of his Favourite, but his Rage did him 
no Service. The Duke demanded of the Chancellor 
Aligre whether he had given Council for the Im¬ 
prifonment of Ornano , the Chancellor denys it, and 
for that has the Seals taken from him. Ornano % 
Friends are Imprifon’d , and all the Queen Con- 
fort's Confidents banifh’d from Court. Richlieu 
by Bribes and Promifes, corrupted the Duke of 
Orleans’s Servants, and Monfieur, who had put him- 
felf at the Head of a Powerful Party, to deftroythe 
Cardinal, was in the end oblig’d to do as others did, 
and comply with the Minifter. The Duke d’ Orle¬ 
ans not being able to procure the Releafe of Ornano , 
in the Height of his Refentment, gave Ear to fome 
Lords, who animated him fo far againft Richlieu , 
that ? twas refolv’d to take him off. The better to 
conceal their Refolution, Gafton, in appearance, was 
reconcil’d to him, and feven or eight Friends agreed 
to Dine with him at Fleury , under Colour of Hunt¬ 
ing. The Defign was faid to be either to Kill him, 
or to force him to Swear, the Dagger at his Throat, 
that he wou’d not obftruft the Marefchal d* Ornano’s 
Liberty. The Grand Prior is charg’d to be the Au¬ 
thor 
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thor of this Con (piracy ; Chalais promis’d to be one 
in it, bat his Heart fail’d him, and he difcover’d it 
to the Cardinal, whofent him to the King to inform 
him of it. Lewis at Eleven a Clock at Night, dip- 
patch’d an Officer with a Detachment of Guards, 
for Richlieus Defence, and the Queen Mother fent 
him the Noblejfe that were at her Devotion. The 
next Morning, about Four a Clock, came the Duke 
d y Orleans’s Servants to let thofe of the Cardinal 
know, their Matter wou’d be thereat Dinner Time. 
The Cardinal rofe early, and coming to Fontainbleau y 
where theCourt then was,went diredly to the Duke’s 
Apartment, to whom he faid, Indeed , Sir, I have 
Reafon to be angry with you , that you. woud not do 
me the Honour to Command me to provide a Din¬ 
ner for you j I Jhoud have Entertain’d you as well 
I cou y d , but Lperceive you love to be at Liberty , 
therefore I have left my Hdufe to you intirely, to 
difpofe of every thing there at your Pleafure . Gaf~ 
ton iurpriz’d at feeing him there, and at a Compli¬ 
ment which he did not expert, difTembled it as well 
as he cou’d, and they difcours’d together as freely 
and as civilly, as if nothing had happen’d. Richheu 
growing every Day more Abfolute, and his Enemies 
more exafperated, he thought it time by fome Ex¬ 
emplary Chaftifement, to give a Check to future 
Confpiracies. He conceiv’d a mortal Hatred to the j 
Houle of Savoy, on the Score of Abbot Staglias's Nego¬ 
tiations with his Enemies and Charles Emanuel , Duke 
of Savoy , and he did each other all the Injury they 
cou’d. The Duke de Fendome and the'Grand Prior, 
the King’s Natural Brothers, were the firfl that felt 
the Effefts of the Cardinal's Refentment. Richlieu 
pretendstobe weary of Bufwefs, pn account of his 
ill State of Health, and wrote a Letter to his Ma- 
jefty, to defire Permifiion to retire to his Houfe at 
Limours y conjuring alfo the Queen Mother to inter- 
ceed for him with the King. Both Lewis and hfc 
Mother were alarm’d at this feign’d Refolution of 
the Cardinal, they immediately wrote him a 
Letter, dettring him not to leave them, when his 
good Councils and Services were fo necettarv. 
V Q 5 The 
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The King allur'd him of his Proteftion again# the 
Duke d ’ Orleans, the Princes and great Lords of 
the Court. They promis'd to let him know what¬ 
ever was fkid to his Prejudice, without requiring- 
him to juftify himfelf. In fhort, they appointed a 
Guard for hisPerfon, which confided of a Troop of 
Horfe. Richlieu was prevail’d upon by tbefe en¬ 
dearing Promifes, to quit his Retreat, and aflame 
the Government. He, with a great deal of affetted* 
Modefty, excus’d his taking a Guard, faying it 
wou'cl he more Glorious for him to dye in his Ma- 
jefly’s Service ; and ; twas with much feeming Re- 
luftance that he accepted of it. Butthis Modedy of 
his wore off afterwards, and he not only kept his 
Guards to his Death, but fill’d his Troop with 
Pick’d Men, and the Captain of it dood always* 
faired for the Highed Military Dignities. The 
Duke d* OrleanSy and the Prince of Condo , tho* 
both hated him, vifited him at LimourSy and folli- 
ctted his good Offices for them with the King. 
Tho* Condo was not confin’d to his Government of 
Berriy yet he cou 8 d not come to Court without the 
King’? Leave, to procure which, he apply’d to 
Richlieu in his Retirement. Some of the Cardinal’s 
Creatures in the Duke of Orleans's Family, repre- 
fented to the Duke, that if the Prince was recall’d to 
Genre, it Was with a defign to remove him by de¬ 
grees from the Cognizance of Affairs, and advis d 
him to prevent the Prince. Accordingly the Duke 
got to Limours the Day before Conde , to reconcile 
himfelf to the Cardinal, who made as if he did it 
only becaufehe cou’d notrefufe it j whereas at the 
bottom ’twas the thing of the World he mod de¬ 
fied, it being by no means fafe for him to have the 
King’s only Brother his Enemy. The next Day the 
Firft Prince of the Blood came to him on the fame 
Errand, to defire his Friendlhip and Mediation with 
the King, that he might return to Paris to look 
after his Domedick Affairs; and as for his being 
recall’d to Court, he left it wholly to his Majedy s 
good Plea fure, Richlieu carefs’d and amus’d him 
with fair Words, but ga/ehim no ppfitlye Anfwer* 
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The Cardiual beingp refs’d to return to his Miniftry, 
Pretended his Health Wou’dnot permit him to come 
nearer Paris than Chaliot , where he topk, up his 
Lodging at Monfieur Caftille s, Father-in Law to 
Monfieur Chalais , whole Life he was then Treach- 
eroufly defigning upon. Chalais dtfcovev'd whatever 
the Dutchefs deChevreufe had told him,- and Richlieu 
engag’d him further to ferve him to his utmoft with 
his Intereft in the Duke d’ j Orleans : The Cardinal 
inftrufled him to advife the Duke to leave the Court, 
and retire to fome ftrong Place, as Havre de Grace y 
which wou’d be the only way to obtain the. Marel* 
dial Ornano* s Liberty; Gaflon was fomp time for 
thatPlacfc, at other times for Laon in Piccardy , and 
Chalais gave the King an exa th Account of all his 
Projects *, to which lie added, out of hi$<?wn Inven¬ 
tion, to tender himfelf there neceffary to Lewis and 
the Minifters; By thefe.wicked Devices,? was the 
King made to believe Or^.w was as Criminal, as the 
Cardinal pretended, arid that his Brother, fearing he 
wou’d be brought to hirTryal, was refolv'd, at any 
rate, to endeavour to fave/him. The Du.tchefs de 
*Chcvreufe was the Perfon who prefs’d Monfieur inoft 
to leave the Court, but Matters vvere not as yet well 
enough concerted. In the mean time, the Duke^e 
Vendome and his Brother, the Grand Prior, having 
been tempted to Bloisj where the King then reiided, 
were both Arrefted therei and the Duke of Orleans 
frighten’d at that bold Proceeding, thought it moll 
for his Interefl, to difTpmble a little longer, and to 
keep fair vvith Richlieu He demanded the Releafe 
of Ornano; to have fc\s Appenage Jix’d, and hU 
Yearly Penfion augment^. The. Cardinal ftood off 
a little, but yielded after foiine Refinance. . He pre¬ 
tended atffirft to be furpriz’d, that Gaflon fhoukl 
apply to him, threatening that he wou’a .not concern 
himlelf for his Royal Highncfs,fihce Monfieur wou’d 
do nothing for the Kir.gk Satisfa&ion. And the Im 
prifonmer.t of the Duke de Vendome and the Grand 
Prior, fo alarm’d him? that he fent .away the Abbe 
d’ Aubaz,ine to the Duke d' E per non 0 to demand a 
Retreat in Guyenne* Chalais 7 the Grand Prior’s 
Q * intimate 
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Ultimate Friend, was enrag’d at his being Arrefted, 
but giving himfelf to the Duke of Orleans , perfwa 1 
ded him to retire to Metz. } engaging to procure the 
•Marquis dc la Palette to receive him *, out neither 
the Marquis nor his Father wou’d hear of it. Ori 
the contrary, d* Epernon fent the Letter Orleans 
wrote him, to the King. Gaftcn was advis’d to go 
ftrait to Rochelle , but that was thought to be too 
much in favour of the Reform'd . The Count dc 
Soijfons offer’d him 500000 Crowns, and 8000 Foot, 
and 500, Horfe, if he ; wou’d take Arms againft the 
Minifter.' Chalais continu’d to give Richlieu Infor¬ 
mation, as if he was ftill his Spy, and pretended to 
Monfieur toad the fame Part for him with the Car¬ 
dinal. But the Minifter was too cunning for him, 
and gave him to underftarid that he was no Stranger 
to his Corrfcfpondence with Gafton. Chalais , out of 
fear of Inconftancy, made a New Difcovery, and 
repented of it a Day or Two after. He then told 
the Cardinal, that he cou?d ferve him n6 further 
with Monfieur. Richlieu had got enough out of him 
to take off his Head, and Louvigni , who hated him 
for f ding With the Count de Candalej 'the Duke 
d' Epernon ’sTldeft Son, with whom he had a Quar¬ 
rel of Gallantry, they both being in Love with the 
Dutchefs of Rohan , inform’d Ricklieuf that Chalais 
had fent a Domeftick of his to Metz,^ to perfwade 
the : Marquib’ de la Palette to receive the. Duke of 
Orleans into \' T Metz,. r j Louvigni added, tha V.Chalais 
promis'd to kill the King^ and that Gafton and his Con¬ 
fidents were" in the Confpiracy. The Court beisg 
then at Nantes in Bretagne , Chalais’ was Arrefted, 
and the 'Parliament had Orders to proceed againft 
him. Chalais confefs’d whatever they, wou’d have 
him : Richlieu privately* vifited hint in Perfon, and 
promis’d to get his Pardon,' if he wou’d not confefs 
that he had been inftigated by him, to follicite the 
Duke of Orleans to leave tije Court, and perfifted iu 
confirming Louvigni s Information, that there was 
a Confpiracy againft the"King, and that Gafton had 
fu hom’d him to murder his Brother. 

. * • . The 
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The liioft that was *in this Plot of Gafion , was 
a Talk among fome of the moft forward of his 
Creatures, to get the King declar’d to be Impotent’, 
and to marry the Queen, but neither the Queen, 
nor Monfieur, nor the Vendomes, nor Ornano ever 
heard a word of it} yet this, as bad as it was, did 
not content the Tray tor Richlieu , he muft have 
Gaft on and his Friends Sworn into an Aflaflination 
Plot. ChalaU , under the Terrors of Death, is made 
to Swear any thing *, the Cardinal ftill flatter’d him 
With Hopes of a Pardon, and bad him fear no¬ 
thing, tho he fhou’d be condemn’d to dye, On the 
Word of a Prieft, fays he, you {ball have it, I wilt 
anfwer my Life for yours , and as foon as ever 1 am 
got a little but of thefe Difficulties,! will fo manage it , 
that the King Jhalt load you with Honours and Riche s % 
Gafion in a Letter he wrote the King afterwards, 
t affirms, he had clear and evident Proof of it. 

See what wicked Minifters will do to blacken 
thofe that oppofe them. Was there ever a more 
damnable Treafon ? Chalais confefTes Things he never 
beard of before, his Life is prdmis’d him, but thofe 
Promifes areTorgot, and ’tis in vain that he cries 
out on the Scaffold, ‘The Tray tor Cardinal brought 
me hither ; The Duke d' Orleans follicited for a 
Reprieve, but to : no purpofe ; he had try'd feveral 
Lords, bu't none wou'd receive him, and his Con¬ 
fidents advis’d him to come to an Accommodation 
with his Brother, who was now as much far his 
marrying Madamoifelle de Montpenfier % as he had 
before been againft it. The more Gafton was prefs’d 
‘to it out of a Spirit of Levity or Contradi&ion, 
the more he was averfe to it, 7 had rather be damn'd 
than marry d, faid he with equal Folly and Impiety, 
Richlieu urging it very much one Day, he reply’d, 
J will marry Madamoifelle de Monrpenlier, but nos 
fo foon as you wou'd have me\ I have a Diftemper 
upon me , and will be cur'd of it firft . The Cardi¬ 
nal was a little confounded, and believing his Con¬ 
fidents fet him againft the Marriage • when they 
came to fpeak with him about fomething concern¬ 
ing their Mafter, he laid, Have not you all Diften* 
I n ' yers 
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per fas well as Monfeur, Gaft on was as Wicked and 
Profane as his Brother was Bigotted and Super¬ 
fluous. One day, after having embrac’d the King 
his Brother, and kifs’d the Queen Mother very or¬ 
derly and affi£ttonately, he fell all of a fudden into 
a kind of a Fit, Mary de Medicis ask'd what was 
the Matter with him, all the Anfwer he made her 
was Swearing and Curfing in a moft execrable Mam 
ner, that he was ill us’d. The Queen Mother re- 
ply’d, How can you expell to he happy that do not 
fearGcd *, you have not been at Confejfion tipis long 
while, and the remorfe of Confcience torments you ; 
Do not you trouble yourfelf about that, fays Monfieur, 
I care no more for God than 1 do for the Devil. Lewis 
and Mary de Medicis were ftruck Dumb, to 
hear his Blafphemy; the Cardinal faid their Ma- 
jefties ought not to fuffer him in their Prefence, and 
applying himfelf to Gaflon , continu’d, Tou forgot. Sir , 
that you are before the King, how cou dyou fay Things 
that ought never to come out of the Mouth of a Per- 
fon of your Ranh ? The Duke d ’ Orleans held his 
Tongue, but when he went away faid to his Mo¬ 
ther, / pray you Madam to advife the Cardinal never 
to take the Liberty to give me Leffons, I am too Old 
now to endure a Pedant about fne, Richlieu who 
took hold of all Advantages to deftroy his Enemies, 
pretended to be in a wonderful Surprize, and infi- 
nuated to the Queen Mother, that Ornano muft cer¬ 
tainly have bewitch’d the Duke of Orleans . The 
Marefchal was mightily addifted to Judicial Aero¬ 
logy, and that gave a colour to his Infinuations, 
Gaflon, who had as much Inconftancy as Impiety,foon 
after made his Peace* with his Brother and the Car¬ 
dinal, and marry g Aladamoifelle \\dc Montpenfltr . 
Richheu manag’d him fo well for his purpofe, that 
he got cut of him a Declaration, in which he cot) - 
fefs’d that the Count de So:ffens advip’d.hirn to retire 
to Rochelle, that the Queen, his Sifter-in-Law, had 
written him feveral Letters to diftwade him from 
marrying the Princefs of Montpenfier, that the 
Savoy Ambailadcr, the Earl of Holland, the Engliih 
Minifler, and the Dutch Ambaftador Monfieur Aer- 
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Jens were in the Intrigue. In return for this De¬ 
claration, befides th t Dutchy of Orleans , he hath the- 
Dutchy of Chartres , and the County of Blots fettled 
on him, and his Revenue was augmented to a Mil¬ 
lion of Livres, over and above what the Heirefs of 
Mont'penjier brought him. Upon the Imprifonment 
of the Duke de Fen dome ^ Governor of Bretagne , the 
Cardinal, who wanted to have fome Maritime Pro. 
vince at his Difpofal ,to fecure a Retreat upon oc- 
cafion, intended to get that Government for him- 
felf but the King, who for once ventur’d to give 
away a Thing himfelf, bellow’d it on the Mare- 
fchal de Thetmnes., Richlieu in a little time got a 
Poll erefted for. h|my that of intendant General of 
the Navagation and Commerce of France ; which put 
the Marine entirely Into his Poffeffion. While the 
Court was at NanteS, the Dutchefc de Chevreufe 
withdrew into Lorrairi , and thence to England; the 
Count de Soljfcns went to Rome , and "Lewis was fo 
fpiteful as to fend to his AmbafTador to hinder his 
having the Title of Highnefs there, in which the 
Count de Bethune excus’d himfelf, writing in An- 
fwer , if the Count de SoifTons is guilty^ the King ought 
to pump) him in France, and hot mortify him in a 
way wherein the Honour of the ' Crown is concern d . 
J had rather quit any Employ than have a (Imre of 
an Jridignity , which will be an Eternal Reproach to 
me* The Queen herfelf, Anne of Auftria y was not 
much better treated than the reft- Richlieu not 
fatisfy’d with rendering her Odious to the King, 
her Husband, prefwaded him to have her Sum¬ 
mon’d before the Council, and Lewis charg’d her 
in their Prefence that fhe woij’d have had two 
Husbands at a time. Chalais* $ Depofition about 
the Plot, to fnuthim up in a Convent was read to 
her } ho Man was allow’d to enter her Cabinet 
or Chamber unlefs Lewis was 'prefent. Richlieu 
wou’d have had the Two Brothers the Duke de 
Fendome and the Grand Prior try’d for their Lives 
by Commiffioners, a way made ufe of firfl in this 
Reign, for the Minifters to appoint Perfons to Judge 
Stole they wou’d take off, by which means they 
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eou’d not fail of being murder’d, the Judges being 
all their Creatures. However. the Council did not 
think it proper to proceed againft the King’s two 
Natural Brothers, contrary to the Rules of Law j 
the Privileges of Peerage was pleaded for the Duke 
of Vendome , and the Order of Maltha for the Grand 
Prior; fo they were both fhut up in the Caftle of 
Vincennes-^ and the Cardinal remain’d abfolute Ma* 
tier. 

The Duke of Buckingham being difgufted, as has 
been already obferv'd at the Cardinal’s oppofing his 
Embaffy to France , refolv’d, as he faid he wou’d, 
if he coicd not come as an Ambaffador , to come 
as a General . Soubiz^e animated him to a Rupture, 
by remonftrating to him the Grievances of the 
Reform'd, and the Glory that wou’d redound to 
him to procure Redrefs of them. The King of 
England difpatch’d De Vic , a French Proteflant, to 
the Duke de Rohan-, to inquire into the State of their 
Affairs, and get the Reformed to apply to his Bri- 
tannick Majefty as Guaranty of the laft Treaty. The 
Duke fent Blancart to London , to give the King 
and the Duke an exaft Account of all Things, 
and he acquitted bimfelf fo well of bis Commif- 
fion, that it was refolv’d in England to affift the 
French Proteftants, which encourag’d them to be¬ 
gin a new \Var, the Third War of Religion in this 
Reign. 

Richlieu’s Authority being greater than ever af¬ 
ter the difeovery of the pretended Confpiracy of 
Chalais % it embolden’d him to make an attempt a- 
gainfl Baradas , the Favourite, who had intermeddl’d 
too much in the Affair of the Duke of Orleans's 
Marriage. The Queen Mother and the Cardinal 
relenting that he had obftru£ledit>by degrees brought 
the King to an Indifference towards him, and he was 
then order’d to leave*the Court-, Baradas had not 
that Command of himfelf which was neceflary on 
that Occafion, and challeng’d the Commander de 
Souvre in the King’s Chamber, for which he was 
baniib’d the Louvre , and turn’d out of all his Offices. 
Rkhlitu-s to maintain his own Authority, us’d many 

Artifices' 
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Artificies to keep up the Jealoufy there was be¬ 
tween the King anc! Duke of Orleans. The Two 
Brothers very often flood in need of their Mother’s 
Mediation, and Mary de Medicis did nothing but 
in concert with the Cardinal. The Dutchefs of 
Orleans being with Child, the Duke had as great 
Court made to him as the King himfelf, his 
Children were like to inherit the Crown, and the 
King’s impotence, as was then thought, fecur’d that 
Inhemaiice beyond doubt *, Gafion feeing himfelf 
firrrotmded by great Lords and Courtiers, be¬ 
gan to think of revenging the ill Treatment the 
Marefchal Ornano^ the Two (^endomes and his other 
Friends had met with. The Cardinal gave him to 
underfland that if he offer’d to attack him; the 
Prince of Conde, and Count de Soljfons fhou’d be re¬ 
tail d to Court. The Duke of Guife and the other 
Lords that were ally’d to the Duke of Orleans by 
his Marriage with the Princefsof Mowpenfier , kept 
the Cardinal in continual Apprehenfions. To eafe 
himfelf of them, he refolv’d upon the Deflruftion 
of the Proreftant Party, and to humble the great 
Lords by leffening their Penfions, and taking from 
them the flrong Holds in their Pofleffion. The 
Proteftans were a Party powerful enough to turn 
the Scale to whatever fide they embrac’d, and fuch 
a / Power did not at ail confifl with that of a Mi- 
mller who cou’d not fuffer a Rival, and confe- 
quently had made himlelf fo many Enemies. To 
filence the Clamours of the People, he perfwaded 
the King to fummon an AiTembly of the Notables 
in the Year 1*27 Men picktby himfelf, whoun- 
der the appearance of a fair and equal AfTembly* 
confirm d the many Breaches this Tyrannical Mi- 
niade in the Conftitution of France . 

Whatelfe cou’d be expefted from Men devoted 
to the Court, from Clergymen and Lawyers whofe 
Fortune depended upon it ? I lhall not therefore 
enter into their Proceedings, nor repeat the Speeches 
6t Cardinal Richlieu , and Mar iliac. Keeper of the 
Seals, his Creature, both full of the greateft FalF 
Sood and Flattery the appearauce was Pompous, 
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the King came to the Aflembly attended by his 
Brother, the Marefchals of France , and the Knights 
of the Orders. ’Twas to thefe Notables that Rich- 
lieu caus’d the Demolition of feveral Places to be 
propos'd, on purpofe to leflen the Authority of the x 
Governors of Provinces. He wou’d not take the 
Odium of it on himfelf, but turn’d it all upon them.- 
Retrenching the Penfions was another popular Ar¬ 
ticle which the Minifter reprefented to the Af- 
fembly, and they regulated accordingly. Thefe two' 
Affairs were the moft Important* that were tranf- 
atted by them, and after they had fat Two Months 
they were difmifs’d. 

In the mean while, the Court in Complacency 
to that of Rome . order'd the Dottors of the Sor - 
bonne to examine SantireP s Book beforemention’d. 
Of Sixty Eight Doflors, Fifty were gain’d over 
and declar’d fora New and Softer Cenfure; Eigh¬ 
teen flood to the laft. The Parliament made art 
Arret forbidding anyone, on Pain of High Trea- 
fon, to Publifh any other Cenfure than what had 
been already publiftfd. The King commanded 
the firft Prefident, and the Magiflrates to attend 
him, when they came he forbid them to inter¬ 
meddle with the Affairs of the Sorbonne , adding, 
otherwife IJJjatl make you know that I am Mafier; 
A Language which by this time, the Parliament 
was pretty well accufloirfd to a Verdun, who dy’d not 
long after, reply’d very refpettfttlly, that the Par- 
liament had no other View than to provide for the 
Security of the King’s Perfon, and the Prefervatibn 
of his Authority, and that the Magiflrates defir’d 
to make their moft humble Remonftrances to his 
Majefty on that Subject., / will not have you meddle 
iyith it any more - fays the King, If you have any 
Thing to Remonfirate to me do it ?iow. The ftrli 
Prefident anfwer’d, We have no CommiJJion , Sir 0 
the Ajfembly mufl fir It deliberate what they have 
to reprtfent to your Majefiy . Well t well , fays the 
King, I forbid you to take Cognisance of this Mat¬ 
ter, my Council is as much concern d as you for* tht 
Security of my Life and the Prefervation of my Ah* 
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thority . In fine the Parliament was forc’d to fub- 
mit and to pleale the Pope a Cenfure that was 
fo much for the Intereft and Honour of the French: 
Monarchy was repeal’d, which was a fort of Ac¬ 
knowledgment of the Do&rine aflerted in it, that 
Kings might be deposd by the Pope, and their 
Subjects abfolv d from their Oaths of Allegiance. To* 
put the better face on this bafe Compliance, Car¬ 
dinal Spada, the Pope’s Nuntio, was defir’d by Her- 
baut y Secretary of State, to get the Pope’s Con¬ 
demnation of thefe. dangerous, Tenets; but Spada 
woud not charge himfelf with fo Offenfive a Com-* 
million, and Santarel s Doflrine was in a manner 
confirm’d bv this Submiifion to the Pleafurc of 
the Court of Rome , by which the Cardinal ingra¬ 
tiated himfelf with Vrban the VUIth, and being 
well with his Holinefs, he had little to fear from 
the Enemies to his Miniftry. The Clamours at 
the Injuftice done the King’s Two Natural Bro¬ 
thers did not ceafe, and Richlieu , to jollify his Con* 
du£l, had recourfe to his wicked Artifices to draw 
out^of the Two Fendomes a Confeflion of what is 
call’d Chalah\ Confpiracy. Mighty Matters were 
promis’d them, if they wou’d confefs. The Dutchefs 
a Elbeufy their Sifter, with whom they had no. 
good underftanding, was engag’d to attempt them, 
Ihe fent a Gentleman to perfwade them to reveal 
the whole Secret to the King^ he made great Pro- 
leffions of Friendfhip and Service in the Name of 
Madam d' Elbeuf j if they wou’d difeover all they 
knew concerning the Propofition of the Duke of 
Orleans's Marriage with the Queen, and prefs’d the 
Grand Prior to Name the Courtiers that were in 
the Plot. Chalais [aid fomething 0 added he, and 
Madam de Chevreufe/MU declar'd ether Circumflances, 
but no Body knows Jo much as yon. The Grand Prior 
protefted he never heard a Word of it, and that 
he detefted any fuch Thing. ’7 is true , continu’d 
he, I endeavour'd to binder Adonfeur’s marrying Ada- 
damoifelle de Montpenfier j I did not think it for his 
Majefty’s Intereft, or for that of the State , but I made 
,*/? of no other means than what the King us’d when 
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he obUruEied it. The Gentlemen than demanded of 
him, if he had pot ; advis’d the Duke of Orleans to. 
retire to Sedan 01 Metz,; The Grand Prior deny’d 
it. Then, as had, been concerted before, enter’d a 
Keeper of the Caftle at Vincennes, .upon. which the 
Gentleman (aid aloud, 1 am talking with Monfieur 
the Grand Prior , about fomething tending to his 
Liberty \ he owns he was in the Intrigue to obftruil 
the Duke of Orleans’s Alarriage, and of the Cabals 
that have made ' ft) much Notfe of late ; and the Pro 
jeft had fucceeded , in cafe Monfteur had. retir'd to 
Metz or Sedan. The Grand Prior fell into a vi¬ 
olent Paflion, reproach’d the Gentleman with his 
Perfidy, repented what he had really faid, and gave 
Richlieus Commiflary the Lye , astofeveral Circutn- 
fiances of it. They pra&is’d with more Succefs on 
the Duke de Vendome , he boggl'd at firft, but in 
the end he Sign’d a Confeiiion, wherein there being 
enough to Condemn him, the Cardinal oblig’d him 
to Sign another, in which were many more things 
than he ever had been Guilty of, in hopes of his 
Liberty. Richlieu notwitbftanding it had been pro¬ 
mis’d him, kept him ftilt in the Caftle of Vincennes , 
where the Grand Prior, whom nothing cou’d work 
upon to accufe himfelf wrongfully, had much worfe 
Ufage, and bore it more like a Heroe. ^ , ; 

The Reduction of Rochelle being refolv’d upon by 
the Cardinal, to enable his Mafter to make Head 
againft the EngliJ!) Fleet, he, by the Intrigues of 
Father Berulle , enter’d into a Secret League with 
the Spaniards , by which the latter were oblig’d to 
furnifh the French King with a good Number of 
Men of War, and to attack Ireland when the Eng - 
lift) attack’d France . At the fame time did he renew; 
an Alliance with the States General, againft the 
Spaniards , who then were in hopes to reduce the 
Seven Provinces , which wou’d have been too great 
an Augmentation of the Power of the Houfe of 
Auftria. Mirabel , the Span/ft) Ambaffador at Paris, 
got Intimation of it, and complain’d to Richlieu, 
Have Patience , fays the Cardinal, till we have done m 
frith England, you fhall then fee how ready we are to 
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cijfifl his Catholick Majefty againfi all his Enemies , not 
excepting the Vnitcd Provinces . The Dutch Am- 
baffador having alfo Notice of the Secret Negotiati¬ 
on between Spain and France, complain’d too in his 
Turn, and Richlieu endeavour’d to fatisfy him, by 
faying the quite contrary to what he had faid to 
Mirabel , The King of England , inftigated to it by 
his Favourite the Duke of Buckingham , fent Mr. 
Montague to the Duke of Lorraine , whom the 
Dutchefs de Ctevreufe had prepar'd to enter into a 
Confederacy againft France. Montague from Lor¬ 
raine went to "Turin , and the Duke of Savoy enter’d 
into the fame Engagement. From thence he went 
to Languedoc , and by Promifes, which had they been 
perform’d, wou’d have fecur’d the Proteftant Religion- 
in France , encourag’d the Duke of Rohan to engage 
the Reform'd of Languedoc in the Quarrel. The 
Duke of Lorraine , as (oon as the Engli(b had made a 
Defcent in France , was to Invade Piccardy or Cham¬ 
pagne with his own Troops ^ and fome Germans , 
whom the Emperor irritated by the French Intrigues 
in German) , was to lend him. The Duke of Savoy 
was to fend the Count de Soiffons at the Head of an 
Army, to attack Dauphiny and Provence ; the Duke 
de Rohan was to rife in Languedoc , and the Englifl) to 
Land 30000 Men in Normandy and Guyenne , for the 
Defence of Rochelle *, but Buckingham's ill Conduft 
and Fortune, render’d this fair Projett Abortive. 
Montague was feiz’d in France 7 and fent to the Bar 
ftille , and the Dukes of Lorraine and Savoy did not 
ftir. 

During thefe Foreign Tranfattions, there hap* 
pen cl an Event in France which deferves Notice on¬ 
ly on Account of the Character of the late Duke 
and Marefchai de Luxemburgb, whofe Father, Fran¬ 
cis de Montmerency , Count de Bouteville , loft his Head 
on a Scaffold, for having fought feveral Duels con¬ 
trary to the King’s Edifts. Bouteville was a great Fa¬ 
vourite of the Duke of Orleans s y and that Prince 
refolv’d to endeavour his Refcue* but the Cardinal 
being inform’d of the Defign, fet fo ftrong a Guard 
upon him, that there was no hopes of faying him 
R but 
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but by Mediation, all which prov’d ineffectual. The 
Countefs de Bouteville was brought to Bed of a Son 
a little while after her Husband was Beheaded, 
which Son, was he, whofe Cruelties in Holland , 
whole Vices in France , and whofe Succefles in Flan - 
ders , have loaded his Memory with fuch an equal 
fhare of Glory and Infamy. 

it was fufpe&ed, that the Duke of Lorrane , who 
came to Paris much about the time that Montague 
was Arretted* under Colour of demanding the In- 
veftiture of the Dutchy of Bar^ had in view to en¬ 
gage the Duke of Orleans in the Confederacy above* 
mention’d } but that Prince fince his Marriage, 
feem'd to have quitted all Thoughts of Politicks, 
and to apply himfelf wholly to his Diverfions and 
Studies. TheDutchefs, a Princefs of an excellent 
Temper, won upon him fo far, as to create a Jea- 
loufy in his Favourites of her Influence over him, 
and the Duke, who was not a Man of the greateft 
Honour in the World, having been advis’d by Mon- 
prifen , a Gentleman of Normandy , to refent the 
Injuftice done his Friends, the Marefchal Ornano , 
the Vendcmes and others* Orleans , inftead of heark- 
liing to it, was fo bafe as to inform the King of 
it, and Monprifon was thrown into the Baftille . 
Not long after this, the Dutchefs of Orleans was 
deliver’d of a Daughter, and four Days after dy’d. 
The Duke was a while very much troubl’d for the 
Lofs of her, but Debauchery drove it out of his 
Head *, and when he was reprov’d for his Lewd- 
nefs, he wou’d fay. ’Tis their Fault ivho will not let 
tne Marry again : For the King who had been un¬ 
der great lineafinefles while his Sitter-in Law was 
with Child, fearing it might have been a Son, pray’d 
his Mother not to make hafte in putting Gafton on 
a Second Marriage. His Brother Lewis affe&ed an 
extraordinary Piety and Devotion, yet he wou'd 
not let his Brother marry, to prevent the Enor¬ 
mities he was Guilty of in his Infamous Amours. 
And the good Queen Mother finding Lewis wou’d 
not hear of ir, and that Gaft on's Health, and per¬ 
haps his Life, was in danger by his Lewd way of 

Living, 
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Living, was for the Duke’s having a Miftrefs, ra¬ 
ther than he fhou’d run rambling after all forts 
of Strumpets. Upon this Pcrmiffion, feveral of the 
Duke’s Confidents offer’d themfeives to procure for 
him : Pretty Girls were brought to Feaft and 
Dance with him, in hopes he wou’d pitch upon 
one or other of them, and keep to her. But Gaf- 
ton was for all of ’em, and perceiving the Defign 
they had upon his Conftancy, made a Jeft of it, 
and l iv'd to his own liking. 

To this time the Queen Mother and Cardinal, 
had had no mifunderHanding, they feem d to aft 
always in concert, and Richlieu, in appearance, was 
her Creature. But now Mary de Medicis per¬ 
ceiv’d he was wholly bent on the EftabliPning him- 
felf and neglefted the Intereft of his Benefaftor. 
Marc iliac , Keeper of the Seals, which the Cardi¬ 
nal had obtain’d for him, grew weary of living in 
an entire Dependance, and the Queen Mother caft 
her Eyes upon Father Berulle , to make him her 
Chief Minifter, in oppofition to Richlieu . Berulle 
•had a great Reputation for Sanftity, but his Ge 
nius was by no means equal to Richlicus *, and the 
Choice Mary de Afedicis made, was not likely to 
fupport her againft a Minifter who had very little 
of the Affairs of the other World in his Head^ 
and was fo much taken up with this, which Ber 
rulle affefted not to be. Richlieu faw into the 
Queen’s Defign, and therefore when fhe follicited 
a Cardinal’s Hat for the Superior General of the 
Oratory, he privately oppos’d it to his utmoft„ 
But Mary de Aiedicids Solicitations with the Pope 
prevail’d, and the Father had the Cardinal’s Hat 
given him at the next Promotion, when the King 
was on his Journey to open the Siege of Ro¬ 
chelle. Richlieu was furpriz’d when he heard of 
it, and his Differences with the Cjueen Mother 
were now fo often and fo great, that his Confef- 
for Suffcen , who was ufuafiy employ’d to make 
’em Ftiends again, found that Task a little too 
difficult for him. The Cardinal infinuated to the 
King, that hi* Mother had not forgotten her old 
R 2 Affeilioii 
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Affeftion for the Duke of Orleans , whom (he lov'd 
better than him, and that fhe wou’d always re¬ 
member the Death of the Marefchai D' Ancre . 
Upon this Lewis's Sufpicions were reviv’d, and he 
conceiv’d an Incurable Jealoufy of his Mother and 
Brother. The Cardinal eafily made him believe 
what he pleas’d, and the King thought he fhoud 
not be able to defend himfelf againlt the Defigns 
of his neareft Relations, without the help of 
Richlieu. No wonder that he was fo Abfolute a 
Mafter, and that every thing was done as he wou’d 
have it. 

Our Englifi Hiftories tell us enough of the 
Duke of Buckingham's fhameful Expedition to aftift 
the Rochellers , who, after much Debate, agreed to 
declare for him and the Duke de Rohan. Indeed 
the Proteftants of France had reafon to defpair of 
maintaining their Religion, when their Brethren 
of England fo carelefly Aftlfted them, and their Bre¬ 
thren of Holland Fought againft them. The Dutch 
fent a Squadron of Men of War to joyn the French 
Fleet, intended to reduce Rochelle *, but this jufti£% 
mull be done the Hollanders , that while fome High 
Flying Clergy Men in England were queftioning 
the Lawfulnefs of afhfting the Reform'd in France, 
as being Rebels to their Popift.) King, , the Mimfters 
in Holland preach’d with great Vigour and Free¬ 
dom, againft the States General's compliance with 
the French King I fhall refer the Reader to Gene¬ 
ral Hijhries for the Siege of Rochelle , and the 
Three Unhappy Attempts of the Englijh to relieve 
it, and only obferve, that the King falling ill as 
he was fctting out for the Siege, gave the Com¬ 
mand of the Army to his Brother the Duke of 
Orleans , and repenting of it afterwards, took it 
from him again, as if he wou’d aflume it himfelf j 
whereas in Truth, 'twas to give it to Richlieu , 
who now difcharg’d the Offices of Conftable and 
Admiral. Goften , in Difcontent, return’d to Paris 7 
where he renew’d his Pleafures, and thus endea¬ 
vour’d to divert his Melancholly. He diftinguifti’d 
the Princefs Mary , Daughter of the Duke of Never '-, 
from the Beauties of the Court, and fhew’d a Dif- 
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pofition to marry her, which his Mother oppos’d, 
having a Defign to marry him to a Princefs of 
T ufcany. Tho' Gafton was out of Humour with 
his Brother, he was in a very good one with his 
Sifter-in*Law, Anne of Auftria y whofe Vertue is 
however well fpokenofby the beft Hiftorians. The 
Queen and Duke carry’d themfelves very friendlily 
towards each other, and all they differ’d about, 
was, That the Duke wou’d have his Sifter in-Law 
remain Barren, and Anne of Auftria pray’d to all 
the Saints in Paris, that fhe might have Children. 
Gafton meeting her one Day coming from her De¬ 
votion, Tou come Madam , fays he fmiling, from 
folliciting your Judges a gain ft me y 1 wou'd willingly 
lofe my Caufe , provided the King had Credit enough 
for it . The City of Rochelle being reduc’d, Anno 
1^28, Richlieu contented himfelf for the prefent 
with that Mortal Blow, which he had given the 
Hugonots , and all his Politicks tended to leffening 
the Power of the Houfe of Auftria . Cardinal Be - 
rulle y whofe Zeal was as Fiery as his Theology 
jtfas Myftical, advis’d the Queen Mother to ufe her 
Endeavours to break off his entring into any Confe¬ 
deracy with Heretical Princes, efpecially not to make 
Peace with England . What was (aid to Mary de 
Medicis on that Subje<ff, may perhaps give one 
a better Idea of our Affairs, even than the Englijh 
Hiftory; By continuing the War with the King of 
Great Britain, fays Berulie, who is already weaken'd % 
and in ill Terms with his SubjeEts y we ha • e reafon to 
hope he will be foon forc'd to re cal the Dome flicks 
of his Oueen , who have been difcarded contrary to 
the Solemn Treaty , and to give over Perfecting 
the Englifh Catholicks : Who knows but that God 
may re-eftabnjh the True Religion in England, while 
Herefy is defraying in France, in Germany, and 
elfewhere . Berulle y Marcillac Keeper of the Seals, 
and others, made thefe Imprefiions on the Mind 
of the Queen Mother, who was for ruining the 
Proteftants in France , before any Foreign Expedi¬ 
tions were thought of. But Mary de Medicis\ 
Influence was gone, fhe maintain’d it only by that 
of her late Favourite, and Richlieu laugh’d at their 
R. 3 Vi potent 
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Impotent Endeavours to obftrutt his intended Mea- 
fures. What moll diflurb’d him, was the Duke 
de Rohans continuing in Arms in Languedoc, af¬ 
ter Rochelle was taken : He held out with invin¬ 
cible Refolution againft Three Armies, Command¬ 
ed by the Prince of Conde , the Duke dc Montme- 
rency , and the Duke d* Epernon : And Richlieus 
Heart being fet upon relieving Cafal , and prevent¬ 
ing the Spaniards poffefling Montferr at , an Army 
was rais’d, to be Commanded by the Cardinal in 
Perfon; He alfo got Contarini , the Venetian Am- 
baflador, who was Mediator of the Peace between 
England and France , to engage Charles the Firft 
£o promife that he wou’cl not attack Lewis du¬ 
ring his Abfence to relieve Cafal. The Cardinal 
oblig’d his Mailer to accompany him againft his 
Will, as he had done at the Siege of Rochelle . The 
Queen Mother was left Regent, and the Duke d y 
Orleans accompany’d the King fome part of his 
Journey to Italy , but made an Excufe afterwards 
to return to Paris, where his Mother affe&ed to 
treat him with great Coldnefs, and he appear’<^||| 
be very much difcontented with her, which was 
a Blind to deceive the World, and hide the Secret 
Intelligence they had, and their Defign to ruin the 
Minifter, if not to Ihut the King ud in a Convent, 
for which he feenrd more nt than for the Throne. 
The Grand Prior dying foon after the King’s De¬ 
parture, ’twas fufpefted that RichUeu had caus’d 
him to be Poiion’d. , The Duke of Orleans in his 
Letter to the King, in the Year x53 x, infinuates 
that the Sufpicion of it was not iH grounded \ 
for the Cardinal’s Confcience was not To fcrupu- 
lous, that he ftuck at any Inch indireft means to 
rid himfelf of an Enemy. RichUeu triumph’d iri 
Italy , the Governor of Milan rais’d the Siege of 
Cafal y and in Three Months time the French Ar¬ 
my was return’d to Dauphiney , to act againft the 
Protellants. The Duke de Rohan defpairing of 
Succours from the King of England , whofe Friend¬ 
ship had been (o fatal to him, fent an Envoy to 
Spain 3 to procure Affiftance from Philip , offering 
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for 600000 Ducats yearly to maintain 12000 Foot, 
and i2ooHorfe to make a Diverfion in Languedoc^ 
Dauphine and Provence as the Spainards fhou’d think 
fit. Claufel, the Duke’s Envoy, concluded a Treaty 
which was fent by Fetz, a Flemand to the Duke 
Felz. being taken in France, and that Negotiation 
difcover’d, the Reform'd found it impoftible, divided 
as they ftill were, to refift the Power that was 
employ’d againft them. 

In the mean time, the Duke of Orleans was, 
or feem’d to be paflionately in Love with the 
Princefs Mary , Daughter to the Duke of Mantua and 
NeverSj which his Mother appear’d diflatisfy’d with, 
and Gaftcn’t P^efentment of the Obftacles ftie rais’d to 
that Match, made the World believe that the 
affe&ed Differences between them were really 
grounded on Mary de Mediciss Importuning him 
to marry a PrinceL of Tufcany. The Duke, who 
diflembled all this while, went fofar in his Amour, 
that the Queen fearing he wou’d take her from her 
Aunt, the Dutcbefs of Longueville , fecur’d her Per* 
jtttand confin’d her to the Caftle of Vincennes . 
3 m Duke complain’d aloud, and fent a Gentie- 
nfen to the King in Italy to make his Complaints} 
the Cardinal not yet prepar’d to come* to an open 
Qkarrel with Mary de Adcdicis , approv’d of her 
Conduft,which at the bottom he was very uneafy at, 
doubting what wou’d be the efteft of a Rupture 
between the Queen and her Son, or perhaps whether 
that jRupture was not feign’d, and a colour to the 
Defigns that were form’d againft him. 

The Cardinal wou’d have been glad if Gafton had 
marry’dthe Princefs of Mantua againft his Mother’s 
Confent, ’twasa fure way to keep them at Variance, 
and thereby preferve bis Authority, which he knew 
wou’d fink if the Duke of Orleans was marry’d 
to a Princefs of Tufcany* The Dutchefs of Lcn- 
gueville flatter’d Combalet , the Cardinal’s Niece^ that 
the Count de Soijfons her Brother fhou’d marry her, 
if Richlieu facilitated the Princefs Alary % Marriage 
with Monfieur. This wou’d be a means of efta- 
bliihing Ridlieu* Fortune, tho’ the King fhou’d 
R 4. not 
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not Live, which his ill State of Health render’d very 
doubtful. The Publick, who judg’d by Appearances, 
cry'd outagainit the Violence and.OblHnacy of Mary 
de Me diets, tho* (he had done nothing but in Con¬ 
cert with her Son the Duke of Orleans . Lewis was 
for the Releafe of the Princefs, and Cardinal de 
Berutle , who Innocently advis’d the fecurity of her 
Perfon, as Innocently advis’d the fetting her at Li¬ 
berty^ being inform'd by the Duke d Orleans*s 
Confeffor, that Gaft on never intended to take her 
away by Violence which was true enough, and the 
Princefs’s Name was only made ufe of to conceal 
the Intrigue the Queen Mother and her Son Gafton 
was carrying to out the Cardinal of his Miniftry. 
The Duke d ’ Orleans promis’d at laft he wou’d not 
marry without his Mother’s and Brother’s con lent, 
and Mary de Medicis took the Princefs Mary of 
Mantua into the Louvre , Gafton prefently repairs 
thither as if he was in a mighty joy for her De¬ 
liverance, the Queen feem’d very much furpriz’d, 
and the Duke pretending highly to refent the force 
his Mother wou’d put on his Inclination, retidArtp 
Montargis , having before confulted with her 
the Meafures that were to be taken to accomplifh 
their Defigns. 

’Tis faid that the Queen Mother and the Duke 
of Orleans on the one fide, and the Cardinal de 
Ricblieu on the other, were govern'd by Two Aftro- 
logers, and that their Prediftions were the Foun* 
dation of all their Counfels. Fabroni , a famous 
Italian Aflrologer, afiur’d Mary de Medicis that 
Lewis wou’d dye in a few Months; the Queen 
Mother thought fhe cou’d not fecure the Admi- 
riiftration to berfelf, but by marrying the Duke of 
Orleans to a Princefs of Tufcany , who wou’d be en¬ 
tirely indebted to her for the Crown; Cardinal 
Ricblieu depended as much on the Predi&ion of 
CampponeUa another Aflrologer of Italy, who al¬ 
ways told him the Duke or Orleans wou’d never 
Reign. This made him negledl Gafton as he did, 
while the Duke built on the Affurances given him 
by a Fortune Teller call’d Duval* who call the King’s 

Nativity, 
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Nativity, and declar’d he ftiou’d dye before the. 
Sun enter’d Cancer in the Year i^o. Duval was 
unfortunately out doubly in his Prophefies, the 
Cardinal having Information that he had caft the 
Duke of Orleans's Nativity, and flatter’d him with 
the hopes of Succeeding the King in fo few Months, 
caus’d him to be apprehended, his Papers were fiez’d, 
and the veryScheme he had drawn found among them; 
Duval wasTry’dand Cbndemn’d to the Galley. 

Thefe Tranfa&ions happen’d during the War in 
Italy and Languedoc , whether the King march’d 
when he return’d from Piedmont , and the firft En- 
terprize he undertook was the Siege of Privas , the 
Capital of Fivaret &, which being taken by Trea- 
fon, the Garrifon were put to the Sword, and the 
Inhabitants Plunder’d and Butcher’d, the Women 
violated, and the City laid in Afhes. Before this 
City fell feveral Gallant Officers, and among the 
reft the Marquis d ’ Vxelles and Monfieur Des Por¬ 
te^ who w T ere to have had the Batoon if they had 
liv’d a few Days longer. Monfieur de Mar iliac ^ 
^fethe Keeper of the Seal’s Brother, was fent to Privas 
w by the Queen Mother, to inform the King and Car¬ 
dinal of the State of Affairs at Court, efpecially 
with Relation to the Princefs of Mantua] he carry’d 
with him Letters cfRecommendations for that Mi¬ 
litary Dignity, drawn in fuch prefling Terms, that 
there was no avoiding the giving him the Staff 
without an open Rupture*, fo Richlieu w’ho had 
conceiv’d a Jealoufy of the Tw'o Marillacs and mor¬ 
tally hated both of them,got it for him. Mary deMe - 
diets 9 s Projett was by the help of the Keeper of the 
Seals and the New Marelchal to form a New Mini- 
ftry under the Dire&ion of Cardinal de Berulle , who 
was to be chief of it in Appearance, but the Power 
to be referv’d for the Queen Mother and her Two 
Creatures : the latter depending on her Protection, 
devoted them lei ves entirely to her, and the fatal 
Confeqnence of this Projeft to them all was a 
teriable LefFon, to all other Perfons to beware how 
they dared to make Head againft a Minifter who 
carry’d all before him. 
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’Twas about May 1629 that Vrivas was taken and 
deftroy’d. Alets y frighten’d at the Deftruttion of 
the Gapital^of the l^tvare^ open’d her Gates to the 
Conqueror; the Conditions that were granted her 
were obferv’d to take off fome of the Odium 
which attended the Butchery at Privas , and this 
Moderation tempted the other Proteftants Cities 
to follow her Example. However, the Duke de 
Rohan remain’d {till firm, and wou’d hear of no 
other Terms but the Confirmation and Performance 
of their Edifls and Treaties. The Cardinal, who 
was impatient to apply himfelf to Foreign Affairs, 
the Germans again threading Mantua and Cafal, gave 
the Duke to underftand, in the King's Name, that if 
he wou’d treat a part for himfelf his own Advantages 
fhou’d be much greater than if he infilled on a 
General Treaty; the Duke abhor’d a Seperate Trea¬ 
ty, the Nature of which is fuch, that it cannot be 
effe&ed without breach of all the Ties of Honour, 
where Parties are engag’d on the Condition of 
mutual Defence in matters of Peril, on Terms that 
oblige them never to abandon one anothers InJ 
tereft, nor conclude any thing without Participation® 
and Confent, which is the Tenour of all Treaties, 
and an Article without which none cou’d fubfift. 
What an Abhorence muff: Men of Honour have 
for Propofitions fo contrary to Honeffy and Equity, 
that wou’d devide them from their Allies. It is 
not for fuch Men as the Duke of Rohan was, to do 
a Thing fo Bafe, fo Deteffable *, he wou’d have a 
General Peace or none, which the Cities were in 
the End forc’d to comply with on the King’s own 
Conditions, and it was proclaim’d in his Camp in 
June. By this Peace were the Proteftants depriv’d 
of all their Security, the Fortifications cf their 
Cities were raz’d, and the Popifo Religion reftor’d, 
Liberty of Confcience and their Temporal Privi¬ 
leges being only confirm’d to them, and that did 
not laft long, tho* this Edift, as well as all the 
reft, was call’d. Perpetual and Irrevocable , as alfo the 
Editt of Grace , becaufe the King wou’d have it 
worded in fuch a Mariner that it might be taken 
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for a pure effett of his Clemency, and not of a 
Stipulation between him and his Subjefts, who were 
in Arms to obtain it. Montauban made forne fhovv 
of refinance after all the other Cities had fubmitted, 
but ’twas only to give Richlieu the Glory of re¬ 
ducing a Town that had made To brave a Defence, 
and driven the King himfelf from before it. The 
Cardinal had Intelligence within the Town, and 
tho’ the Marefchal de Bajfompierre , who ,was font 
with a Body of Troops to take Pofteflion of it, had 
the Gates Ihut againft him, yet Richlieu was ad* 
mitted as foon as became before if, heGarrifon’d 
it and order’d the Fortifications to be LevelPd. The 
Edift which was publifh’d upon the Couclufion of 
the Peace, was no better obferv’d than any of the 
reft had been, and within lefr than Two Tears , fays 
my Author, the Reform’d had fo mahy Injuries dene 
3 em as are hardly to be imagin'd . But Two Things 
hinder'd, the hafining of their Deftrullion . 1 hele 

Two Things were the Combuftions at Court, and 
the League with Gufiavus Adolphus^ King of Sweden. 

»£Thefe Combuftions and that League are too well 
known to deferve a Place in this Hiftory. I ftiali 
therefore only touch upon fome Particulars of 
the former which the French Hiftorians have not 
ventur’d on in their Annals that have the Publick 
Warrant. Before I enter upon the Quarrel between 
the Queen Mother and her ungrateful Servant, the 
Cardinal de Richlieu , I muft give fome Account 
of the Duke of Orleans's leaving the Kingdom, and 
retiring into Terrain , it being done in concert with 
her. The King came to Barts in July 1629^ the 
Duke hearing of his return, refolv’cl to avoid fee¬ 
ing him, and withdrew to Champagne and thence 
to Lorrain , where he was receiv’d with Extraor¬ 
dinary Honours by Duke Charles; Gaft on pretended 
that his Mother’s ufage of him with refpeft to his 
Marriage was the occafion of his Difcontenr. Tho’ 
it was plain enough, that lie was far from tak¬ 
ing the lofs of the Princefs Mary of Mantua to 
Heart, for he had not been a Week at Nancy be¬ 
fore he fhou’d himfelf Amorous of the Duke of 
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Lorraine fecond Sifter, the Princefs Margaret • Mon- 
fieur, however, made terrible Complaints of the 
Arrogance of the Miniftry fuppcrted by the Queen 
his Mother, and Richlieu cou’d not awaken the 
King’s Jealoufy of him, by faying, now that he 
was the beft beloved Son • Gallon declar’d openly 
againft the Cardinal, whom he call’d his profefs’d 
Enemy. But Richlieu s Succefles in Italy and Lan¬ 
guedoc had fo encreas’d his Credit with the King 
and Kingdom, that Monfieur’s Complaints made no 
great ImprefTion. The Letter he wrote to the King 
from Nancy was in very ftrong Terms, and had this 
Expreflion among the reft, that he cou’d not endure 
a New ALayor of the Palace , that ufurp’d all the 
Soveraign Authority. 

Lewis , who of himfelf lov’d to be Quiet, and to 
live well with his Family and People, was for an 
Accommodation, but Richlieu reprefenting Mon¬ 
fieur’s Demands as too Exorbitant, prevented it, and 
the Cardinal triumphing over all his Enemies, faw 
the Princes and great Lords cringing and bowing 
to him as to a Mafler } many of ’em attending in^ 
his Hall and being often difmifs’d without Audience. 
The Prince of Conde who wanted to be meddling 
with Bufmefs again, and found there was no other 
Canal to it, wrote the bafeft and moft flattering 
Letter that one can meet with to his Enemy j 
wherein are thefe fhameful ExprtfiTns from the 
firft Prince of the Blood to an Imperious Prieft. 
After having enumerated the Cardinal’s glorious 
Aftions at Rochelle , in Italy, and Languedoc . He 
added, Thofe Heroick Acts aye fo wonderful that 
the King without Flattery may be call'd the greateft 
King that ever was , and yourfelf the mr.fi Wife , 
Pntdent, moft Difcerning Minifier that ever 
ferv’d France ; every Body Loves you , and is oblig'd 
to you by the general Knowledge of your Service to 
the Publick but I who am entirely in the Inter eft 
of the King and the State , to which I fijall live and 
dye wholly devoted $ I look upon my felf bound as 
your Servant to tefiify to you thefe Sentiments of my 
Joy , There is lb much Fuftian in the Origin 


^/FRANCE, 255 

that it has not fuffer’d in the Tranfiation, and we 
may fee by it what was the Spirit of the French 
under fo Tyrannical a Minifter. The Duke de 
Montmerency who was unqueflionably a Lord of 
the molt Ancient Family in France , and was call'd 
the firft Ghriftian Baron, who had a Soul in fome 
things equal to his Birth, in his Submiflions to 
the Cardinal, betray’d its Native greatnefs. He not 
only paid him flavifh Compliments in Languedoc , 
of which he was Governor, but affifted him to 
fupprefs the States of the Province who had pre- 
ferv’d their Liberty till then, as it was under their 
Ancient Soveraign the Count deTholoufe : In the 
room of thefe States, Richlieu was for eftablifhing an 
AfTembly of Twenty Four Eletts, who being nam'd 
by the Court, or the Governor of the Province, 
might have the Form of Authority without the 
Power. The Duke de Montmerency was fo well 
belov’d in his Government, that had he fupported 
the Liberty of his Province, the Cardinal durft 
not have invaded it, but inflead cf that he foli- 
cited each Member of the AfTembly to Vote for 
the Eletts. Generous and Brave was the Anfwer 
of the Gentleman who appear’d there for the Count 
de Clermont Lodeve , when the Duke ask’d his Vote 
of him. Sir, faid he, Jf we were Guilty of High 
Treafon the King wou’d be content with ? uni firing 
us, and wou'd not oblige us to ftgn the Sentence of 
our Condemnation Wou*d you have us give our Sue - 
ceffors fuch an ill Opinion of us , that inflead of De¬ 
fending and Maintaining what our Anceftors left us 
that was mofl Dear , We fiiou'd our felves be the 
Judges and Witnefjes for our own DeftruEHon . The 
AfTembly wou’d not confent to the Abolifhing the 
States and Eftablifning the FJeEts- fo Richlieu fent 
a Sergeant to command them to Seperate after 
having verify’d a Peremptory Edidi for eredting 
Twenty Four EleSls in that Province. Montmerency 
paid dearly afterwards for his difhonourable Com¬ 
pliance with the Cardinal, he came to Court, and 
Richheu's EmifTaries gave out he was in Love with 
the Queen Aweof Auftria ? but the Queen Mother 
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fo fatisfy’d the King that the Report was a Fiction 
that his Jealoufy had not theili effetts which were 
intended. 

While the Cardinal was at Montauban , another 
powerful Lord, the Duke d 9 Epernon, render’d him 
a Vifit at the Importunity of his Friends, for d 9 
Epernon ’s Proud Heart had much a do to lfoop to 
that Proud PriefPs infufferable Arrogance j how¬ 
ever, he fubmitted to the Cardinal’s Ambition, and 
went out of his way to pay him Homage *, yet did 
it with fo much Repugnance, that his Compli¬ 
ments were rather fo many Affronts, and his 
Friends were vex'd that they had oblig’d him to do 
a Thing hewasfo averfe to. The Duke d* Epernon 
had a Quarrel with Sourdis Arch-Bifhop of Bour- 
deaux a great Favourite of Richlieu 3 s •, the Arch- 
Bifhop being then with him at Montauban , Richlieu 
endeavour’d to reconcile them after Dinner the 
Cardinal prefenting Sourdis to the Duke, faid, S/r, 
You fee Monfieur de Bourdeaux, he is very willing 
to be your Servant , pray for my Sake be Friends with 
him. D’ Epernon reply’d haughtily, and turning 
but fide-ways to him, Sir, Monfieur de Bourdeaux 
and I know one another very well, he then faluted him 
very negligently, and continu’d his Difcourfe with 
the Duke de Montmerency. Sometime after ano¬ 
ther offer at a Reconcilation being made, Sourdis 
protefted he honour'd him as his Fa-her. You are in 
the right, fays the Duke with a Malicious Smile, 
there may be fomething in it. The Arch-Bifhops 
Mother was it feems a Lady of Gallantry, and the 
Duke d' Epernon was thought to have been one 
of her happy Lovers. Richlieu was highly offended 
at the Duke’s high Tone and Airs, both at Mon - 
tauban arid the Court, when they both met there 
and advis’d him to ufe a little more Complacency, 
infiftitig at the clofe of what he faid, D ’ Eper¬ 
non, G'afccn , Brogue and Alien, which he never left 
to his Death. The Cardinal took care, however, 
to make ufe of civil and obliging Expreffions, Ex - 
cufe, Sir , fays he, the Liberty I take in being fo 
Familiar with you » Why jho'nd 1 be angry that 

you 
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you mimmick me , fays d’ Epernon, Marais mimmich 
me every Day before yen, and you fee 1 bear it. Ada- 
rais was the King’s Fool, and the Satyr of it was 
very hiring. 

Thefe Particularities of fo great Men, cannot 
but be entertaining, befides, they ferve more than 
the Publick ones to fet their Characters in their 
True Light, which is the main end of Anettodes. 
The Cardinal de laFalette , d ’ Epernon s Son, was 
more Courtiy than his Father, and flatter'd him as 
much as the other fliockt him. The Duke was a- 
fham’d of the Meannefs of his Sons Temper, and 
us’d to call him not the Cardinal de la Palette , but 
Le Cardinal Falet, a Pun that has a very Satyrical 
EfFeft in the French Language. 

We have feen the beginnings of thofe Differences 
between Richlieu and Mary de Medicis # that drove 
the latter out of France. They broke out violently 
on the Cardinal’s Return from his Expedition to 
Italy and Languedoc . His Mock Triumphs made 
him fo vain, that he cou’d not bear any the leaft 
Mortification, not even from his Miftrefs, to whom 
he was indebted for that Power, which he fo Arbi¬ 
trarily exercis’d. When he came firft to Fontain- 
bleau , after that Expedition, accompany’d by the 
Cardinals dfe la Falette and Berulle , the Dukes de 
Longueville , de Chevreufe , and de Adontbaz,on 7 the 
Counts d.e St. Pol 7 and de la Rochfaucault ^ in a word, 
by almofl: the whole Court, he alighted at the 
Queen Mother’s Apartment 7 fhe receivd him very 
coldly, asking him only How be did? The Cardinal 
knit his Brows, and his Lips trembling, as they did 
always when he was in a Paflion, laid, 7 am better 
than abundance of People here 1 vlfl) me to be. The 
Queen Mother blufh’d, and flrove to bring him in¬ 
to a good Humour; It happen’d, that while they 
were talking, Cardinal de Berulle enter’d in a Coat, 
A la Cavalier , without his Cardinal’s Robe, which 
made the Queen fmile. Richlieu coming up to Mary 
de Medicis , fa id, 7 wifi) I was as much in your good 
Graces , as the Man you laugh at. She excus’d her 
Smiling, but the Cardinal was fo Cholerick, that 
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fhe told him at laft, He was infuppor table. The 
King coming in, he went to him, and pray’d him to 
go into the Clofet, defjgning to prepofleis his Ma- 
jefty againft his Mother. But he was fo Paflionate^ 
that the King did not like it. He upbraided him 
with his late Services, and threaten’d to retire.. The 
Queen afterwards told her Story : The Cardinal’s 
Infolence was condemn’d •, Richlieu wrote her Ma- 
jefty a Letter, carry’d it himfelf to beg her Par¬ 
don, and did it with Tears in his Eyes. His 
Neice Combalet , his Kin (man Afeilleraie , and all 
his Creatures being packing up to be gone. But 
this feeming Sorrow lb mollify’d the Queen, that all 
was forgot, and they were good Friends again. The 
Cardinal, abfolute Mafter of the King’s Will, cou’d 
not long keep his Temper: Twas not above a Week 
after, that he intreated her, in Prefence of the Queen 
her Daughter-in Law, to order the Payment of the 
Vifcountdte Sardigni sPenfion. I have flop 1 d it , re- 
ply’d the Queen Mother, upon your complaining of 
him to me *, if you are fatisfyd , 1 am , and his Penfion 
m&y be paid him . Tou might have done it of your felf , 
fays Richlieu, as you gave an Abbey to Vaultier your 
Phyfictan , of your own Head , and. without confuting 
me. This Infolent Anfwer provok’d her, and fhe 
told him, 'Twas very ftrange he Jfwu'd pretend to be 
Afafter of every thing that was in her difpofal. / have 
confuted you concerning ny Recompences to ray Ser¬ 
vants when I thought fit Ton are miftaken , if you 
think that I will be your Slave , and will not difpofe of 
my own The next Day fhe fent him a Letter, by 
which fhe difebarg'd him of his Office of Great 
Mafter of her Houflhold. The Cardinal fhew d it to 
the King, and protefted he cou’d not quit it without 
quitting the Court, where he cou d not flay with 
the Difgrace of being turn’d off by his Miftrefs* 
The King promis’d to interceed for him, and ac¬ 
cordingly fpoke to his Mother, who allur’d his Ma- 
jefty fhe had no intent to deprive the State of the 
Cardinal’s Services, if he thought him Serviceable. 
I only demand , fays fhe, that you will permit me to 
turn him out of my Hovfe , that I may not be oblig'd to 
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have any thing to do with him y but in your Council , 
and in your Prep nee. The King blam’d the Cardi¬ 
nal, and ieem’d a little inclinable to go farther, but 
Richlieu left nothing unattempted, not fparing even 
Religion it felf to fupport himfelf, or the good Ge¬ 
nius of France had banilh’d him to that Repofe, which 
hebanifhd from the Royal Family, from France , 
and all Europe There was now a'Powerful Party 
form’d againft him, the Spanifi AmbafTador, and the 
Duke of Savoy’s EmifTaries were of it, and the Queen 
Con fort, Anne of Auftria, Mother of Lewis the 
XI Vth, joyn’d with them. She was afraid the Car¬ 
dinal wou’d Poifon her, and marry the King to 'Com- 
balet , her Neice. Mary de Me die is did not know 
her own Strength. With fuch Seconds had fhe abfo- 
lately infilled on his Removal, her Son Lewis it is 
thought, was enough out of Humour to have com¬ 
ply cl with her. But her Thoughts were wholly 
taken up with the means of procuring Satisfaction to 
her Son Gtjlon in his Demands ; and to engage Rich• 
lieu, fhe con fen ted to his Patent, to be Prime Mi- 
nifter• He exercis'd the Functions before. As Car¬ 
dinal he had the Precedence, but he wanted the Title.* 
which made all the other Minifters rather his Ser¬ 
vants than the King’s. What he makes the King lay 
of him, in the Preamble to his Patent, thews his 
wonderful Modefty, as in the following Paragraph. 
Confidering your Eminent Qualities, that you havb 
feconded our Wifhes, and executed our Dejigns ■, That 
God has referv'd for our Reign the Extirpation of 
Herepy and Rebellion, by your Care, by your Valour± 
by your Magnanimity. In fine, that by your Prudence , 
the Affairs of Italy have had the happy SuCcefs with 
which God has blefs’d our Arms . We ought not to chufe 
any other Perfonto be admitted to the Participation of 
our important affairs, till we had preferably to all 
given you the Rank due to your Quality and fortue r. 
The Cardinal de Berulle dying ufddenly about this 
Time, November 1629, Richlieu , who was Jea¬ 
lous of his Jntereft in Mary de Medicis , was charg’d 
with his Death by Poifon. No lefs a Man than the 
Duke of Orleans, confirms this Charge* when he tells 

S his 
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jis Brother in a Letter he wrote him. The Cardinal 
Q e Berulle did me good Offices in reconciling me to my 
Mothery but they were fatal to him 0 for he dy 9 d foon 
after . Such was the Character of the Minifter that 
laid the Foundation of extirpating the TRV E 
RELIGIO N and LIBERTY in France. Po¬ 
pery and Arbitrary Power are there founded upon 
Treafon and Murder ; And will the Juft GOD fuf- 
fer a Fabrick fo built, to be lading ? 

The Duke de Nevers fucceeding to the Dutchy of 
Mantua , and being refus'd the Inveftiture of all the 
Territories belonging to it by the Emperor, im¬ 
plor’d the Protection of France • Richlieu , who iet 
no Opportunity flip to weaken the Houfeof Auftria y 
was for fending a Powerful Army to Italy to pro¬ 
tect him. The King wou’d needs go in Perfon to ac¬ 
quire new Glory/and the Cardinal, to whom it vvou’d 
all redound, was alfo to honour it with his Prefence; 
The Levies that were made of Men and Money, by 
Richlieu s Councils, render’d him neceflary at that 
Juncture, and the Queen Mother feeing fhe was 
not able to remove him, labour’d a Reconciliati¬ 
on" between Lewis and Gaft on, which Richlieu the 
more paflionately defir’d, for that nothing cou’d fo 
much facilitate his Succefs in Italy. Lewis offer’d 
his Brother the Dutchy of Talois y and a 100000 Li- 
vres Penfion, the Government of Orleans , Blois y 
f r endo?ne y Chartres , and the Caftle of Awboife The 
Marefchal de Marillac was fent with thefe Offers 
to Nancy y and this Nagotiation made Richlieu his 
irreconcileable Enemy. Marillac ow’d his Ad¬ 
vancement to the Cardinal, but Mary de Medicis 
had gain’d him, and inftead of alluring Monfieur, as 
he was order’d, what an AffeCtion the King had for 
him, and how much Richlieu was his Servant, the 
Marefchal exaggerated the Cardinal’s Power over 
his M after, enumerated the Places of Strength he 
had at his Difpofal, enlarg’d upon his Magnificence 
and the Extravagance of the King’s Bounty to him, 
which exafperated Gafton the more againft him ,* and 
when,in difeharge of the Commiffion, he receiv’d, 
Marillac , told tlie Duke of Orleans. that Richlieu 

defir’d 
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defil’d his Favour, Monfieur asking if he wou’d 
anfwer for his Sincerity, the Marefchal reply’d No, 
and rais’d fuch Diftruft in the young Prince’s Mind, 
that Gaflon wou d not return to Court while the 
Cardinal was on this fide the Mountains. He de¬ 
parted in September, honour’d with a New Title, 
that of Generalijfmo of the King’s Armies, with the 
Dignity and Power of Conftable. His Majefty was 
diffwaded from accompanying him, and the Cardi¬ 
nal was delirous to have all the Fatigue of an Expe¬ 
dition which cou’d not fail of ending in a Triumph.- 
Lewis Itaid behind at Paris, till Richlieu had made 
fome Progrefs, and while he was treating with the 
Duke of Savoy forPaflage for his Troops, and Pro- 
vifions, he furpriz’d Pignerol, the Barrier of Pied¬ 
mont : A Conqueft he was extreamly proud of, and 
wou’d never part with. When the Cardinal arriv'd 
in Italy , there was immediately fet a Foot a Treaty 
of Peace, by the Mediation of the Pope, who em¬ 
ploy’d the Famous Mazarine in it, tho’rather as a 
Courier, than as an Negotiator , he was continu¬ 
ally going to and fro with MefTages and Projects 
of Accommodation, between Richlieu and the Impe¬ 
rial and Spanijh Generals. He acquir’d the good 
Graces of Sptnola , Governor of Alii an, of the Duke 
of Savoy, and efpecially of Cardinal Richlieu , who 
had feveral private Conferences with him, and find¬ 
ing him of an Intriguing,Tricking Genius refembing, 
bis own, took fuch a liking to him, that he did his 
utmoft to gain him over entirely to the In ter eft of 
France , which was not long a doing, Mazarine 
law the Ground he had got in the Cardinals Fa¬ 
vour, and knowing him to govern Abfolutely the 
Affairs of fo mighty a Kingdom, he judg’d wifely, 
that giving himfelf up to him, he fhou’d fhare with 
him in that Government, while he was Living, and 
perhaps fucceed him when Dead, 

Thefe Negotiations of Peace in the Year 1 6% o, 
for putting an end to the War of Mantua, were the 
Beginnings of Mazarines’ s Fortuue, which was no 
lefs Prodigious than his Predecelfor Richlieu’s. 
’TwasweH for the Cardinal, that this War broke 
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out, and that he had rais’d his Reputation by the 
Conquefl of PigneroL The Pa*ty form’d, againft 
him increas’d daily : The Duke of Guife ^ who was 
Governor of Provence , pretended, that in Right of 
his Office, he was Admiral of the Levant , which the 
Cardinal affum’d to himfelf, as Great Mafter and 
Superintendant of Trade and Navigation. Guife 
knowing he was not a Match for him, offer’d to be 
his Lieutenant General in the Mediterranean , or to 
refign his Pretenfions to him, if he wou’d accept of 
’em as a Prefent, or to make an Exchange with him. 
The Cardinal, who hated the Houle of Guife , re¬ 
jected his Offers, faying haughtily, He knew how to 
?nake good his Claim. Guife fearing he had Defigns 
againft his Government alfo, to fupport himfelf and 
be reveng’d of him, fell in with his Enemies, and 
his Intereft gave great Weight to that Cabal. The 
Princefs of Conti, the Dutchefs d 9 Elbeuf, and other 
Ladies inceffantly fet Mary de Medicis againft the 
Cardinal, and excited her to punifb her Proud and 
Ungrateful Domeftick. Thefe Intrigues were not un¬ 
known to the Minifter and his Mailer, and both 
were enough embarrafs’d by them. The Queen 
Mother, the Duke of Orleans , and the greateft Hou- 
fes of France , were engag’d in them and had not 
the Juncture been favourable to Richlieu , rendring 
his Councils abfolutely neceffary, or had the Party 
profecuted their Defigns with more Vigour and 
Union, the future Tyranny of the Cardinal and his 
Succeffor, might probably have been prevented. 
The way he took to raife Money for his Wars, ren¬ 
der’d him ftill more Odious, and the Parliament of 
Paris fecretly offer’d the Duke of Orleans to declare 
in his Favour, if he wou'd demand the aholiffiing 
fome Pecuniary EdiCts, which turn’d more to the 
Minifler’s Profit, than to the King’s. 

Notwithflanding all thefe Difficulties, Lewis left 
Paris in February , to repair to Lyons \ the Two Queens 
were to follow him, and the fame Day, as had been 
before concerted, the Duke of Orleans came Port to 
the Louvre , and went direCtly to the Queen Mo* 
ther’s Chamber, where a Circle was then Affenv 

bled. 
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bled. She feem’d to be in great ConfuGon, difmifs’d 
her Ladies, and fhut herfelf up in her Clofet wi h 
Gaflon. The Farce of his Amour with the Prince's, 
Mary of Mantua , was continu’d: He immediately 
went from his Mother to his Miftrefs, then living 
with the Countefs of St. Poll. Mary de Metftcts 
affefted torefent his Courtfhip, fomuch againft her 
Opinion, and took the Princefs again to the Louvre y 
Gajlon made mighty Complaints of this Cruelty,and 
appear’d to be more difcontented than ever with the 
Queen his Mother, and the Minifter. He fo little 
diflembled his Chagrin towards Rkhlieu , that Car¬ 
dinal de la Palette coming to Salute him, accom- 
pany’d by the New Cardinal of Lyon, Richlieu’s 
Elder Brother, he receiv’d ia Palette with extraor¬ 
dinary Marks of Diftin&ion, and left the other in 
his Anti*Chamber, without taking the leaf!: Notice 
of him, tho’ Cardinal la Palette beg’d him again 
and again to fhew fome deference to the Brother of 
the Prime Minifter. Lewis was at Nogent on the 
Seine , when he receiv’d a Letter from his Mother 
with Advice of Gajlon s Return. Mary de Medicis 
fet forth in lively Terms the C ourt that was made 
to her youngeft Son, and the Danger there wa^ in 
letting him remain unfatisfy’d, giving it as her Sen¬ 
timents, that the beft way to appeale him, wou’d 
be to give him the Command of the Army in Cham¬ 
pagne, and to make him Lieutenant General of PartSj 
and fome Neighbouring Provinces, during the King’s 
Abfence. Lewis frighten’d at this News, returns in 
hafte to Fontainbleau , and Gajlon withdrew to his 
Dutchy of Orleans . Mary de Medicis fent fome 
Troops after him, under pretence of obferving him. 
Gajlon complain'd of this, and his Mother media¬ 
ting between both her Sons, brought them into fuch 
Temper, that Lewis gave Gajlon what fhe defir’d, 
and Gafvon made hisSubmiftiun to the King at Troies , 
who receiv'd him with ail outward Tokens of Af- 
feftion. Lewis was naturally a Prince of a good 
Temper, but an Eafinefs was a Branch of it; we 
have feen, and fhall fee, how unhappy tis for a Na¬ 
tion to have a good Temper’d Soveraign, and an ill 
S $ Tempi*i’d 
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Temper’d Minifter. The Soveraign’s Virtues arc 
all loft: in the Vices of the Favourite, and whether 
a King’s Temper be good orbad/tis all one to the 
People, if he has not Refolution enough to be 
his own Matter,' and lets his Minifters do what they 
pleafe both with himfelf and his Subje&s. 

The King being arriv’d at Lyons , the Two Queens 
follow’d him thither, and the Cardinal coming 
from Savoy % was receiv’d with new Markscf Honour, 
Mary da Medicis herfclf fhewing him particular 
Refpeft. That Princefs condtfcended fo far, hoping 
to get him to put an end to the War, which had in¬ 
volv’d Savoy in it, and confequently might be pre¬ 
judicial to her Daughter the Princefs of Picdrtom* 
Richlieu laid the Blame on the Pope’sNuntio’s Par¬ 
tiality to Spain in his Mediation, and promis’d 
to forward a Peace as much as lay in his Power, 
Fromifes cott: fuch Minifters nothing. Mary de 
Medicis cou’d not hope to fucceed in her Defigns 
agamft the Cardinal, while he was at the Head 
of an Army, and had lately added a confiderable 
Conqueft to France ^ and Richlieu durft not further 
offend her Majefty, by taking on himfelf the Blame 
6 f a War, which he knew was not pleafing to 
her. While Lewis was at Lyons , he difcover’d 
himfelf not to be infenfible of the Charms of Beauty > 
he admir’d the Merit of Madamoifelle de Fayette ; 
but he was a Platonick Lover, and whatever Lady 
he prais’d, her Reputation was fafej for whether 
’twas his Virtue or Impotence all Women with re- 
Ipeft to him were, as he faid himfelf, Chafle below 
the Girdle . 

His Majefty’s Genius for War and Love was much 
a like, but Richlieu endeavour’d to cultivate the 
former, his Safely confiding in the neceftity the 
State had of him during thofe ForeignBroils, of which 
he himfelf was the occafion. He therefore prevail’d 
with Lewis to crofs the Mountains in Perfon, and 
inftead of making Peace, to make an entire Coii- 
queft of Savoy. This was effected in few Days 
by a Royal Army, againfl which the few Troops 
the Duke of Savoy had in tfce Field, pou’d not 
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make Head. The defencelefs Cities open’d their 
Gates to Lewis . Chambers, Annecy and the Prin¬ 
cipal Towns did not refift him a Day. Richlieu,to 
make his Mafter in Love with War, was conti¬ 
nually crying up the Glory and Advantages of thofe 
Conquefts. and taking him to a Window, when he 
had order’d three Pitiful Places to be attack’d at 
onca, he faid to him, See , Sir, with a glance of 
your Eye , what never Prince had the Pleafure of 
feeing before ^ fee the Smoak of your Cannon before 
Three feveral Cities, Charbonieres, Leville and Mont- 
melian. The latter indeed was no Pitiful Place, 
if the Citadel be included, hut as the King and 
his Generalifiimo made themfelves Matters of the 
Town alone, the Conqueft of it was no more 
Glorious than that of Leville and Charbonieres , The 
Queen Mother, enrag’d to lee the Duke of Savoy 
difpofTefs’d of his Dominions pretended to be mightily 
concern’d for the King her Son’s Health, and dif 
patch’d the Marquis de Bertinghen to him, to pray 
him t<Jreturn to Lyons, attesting fo great a defire 
to fee him, that he couu not refufe complying 
with her. But (he cou’d not keep him when {he 
had him there, his Impatience to return to the 
Army was too ftrong for her Reafons to hinder it , 
and being fpirited by Richlieus Exaggerations of his 
Military'Glory he was fir’d-in the purfuit of Victories 
fo eafily obtain'd, as thofe mutt be that were never 
fought for. His returning to Savoy, gave a Handle 
to the Queen Mother to exclaim againft the Car¬ 
dinal, for that Country was very fickly, and 
J twas againft the Advice of his Phyficians that 
Lewis paft the Alps. In fhort, he was taken fo 
ill that he faid himfelf he fihou’d dye if he 
ftay’d there. The Plague had fiez’d the Villages 
thro’ which he was to repafs, inlomuch, that he 
was forc’d to lye in the Fields, after he had paft 
Argentine where his Hoftefs fell ill of the Di- 
(temper the very Night he lay in her Houfe. This 
Danger gave a colour to the Clamour rais’d by 
Mary de Medicis at Rlchlieu s putting him upon 
the journey • the Cardinal got a Certificate from 
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the Premier Phyfician, that the King’s Sicknefs was 
not occafion’d by the Journey and Air of Savoy , 
This Certificate was not enough to fatisfy the Peo¬ 
ple, prepofTefs’d by the Complaints of him made by 
the Queen Mother and the Court Ladies. What 
added to his Chagrin was that Mantua , the De¬ 
fence of which for the Duke Nevers , its newSo- 
veraign, was the occafion of the War, was taken 
and Sack’d by the Germans . The value of all 
his pretended Conquefts, except the Surprifal of 
Pignerol , funk to nothing, and the Intrigues form'd 
ngainft him at the Court, oblig’d him to return 
alfo thither. The Two Queens who did not a- 
gree in any thing elfe, agreed in the Defign to 
ruin Ricklieu *, the SpainiJ/j AmbafTador, the Dukes 
tfe Guife and Belle gar de^ the Princefs of Conti 9 the 
DutchelTes d ’ Elbeuf, j and d ’ Or nano , the Countefs 
duFargis , Lady of the Bed chamber to the Queen 
Arme of Auftria , and feveral ethers were of the 
Plot. The Duke de Guife , difgufted at the Car¬ 
dinal’s depriving him of his Office of Admiral of 
the Levant , did his utmofl to render him Odious. 
The Duke went fo far as to order an Officer he 
Lent to Provence , to be infulted, and imprifon’d. 
The Keeper of the Seals, Marillac y was the moft 
zealous of the Confpirators againlt Ricblieu , tho 
hediffembl’dit as much as he cou’d. The Cardinal 
had his Spies every where, and difeover’d the Con- 
fpiracy form'd to ruin him, complain’d of it to 
the King, who endeavour’d to recover him out of 
his Fright, by afluring him of his Prote&ioti a- 
gainftall Perfons whatfoever \ which was not, how¬ 
ever, fuch a fecurity as Riehlien defir’d, knowing, 
as he did, how eafily Lewis was turn’d from any 
Refolutions he had taken ; and the Affairs of Italy 
preffing him fo, that he was forc’d to conclude a 
Sufpenlion of Arms, and the King falling again 
Sick at Lyons 9 never was there a more favoura¬ 
ble Conjuncture to deliver France from liisTyran- 
nay than that in i^o. 

On the 22d of September , Lewis fell Sick of 
a Fever at Lyons ^ and Jits Diftemper fo encreas'cj 
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upon him, that he took the Viaticum, and they 
talk’d of giving him the Extream Unttion. The 
Two Queens were, in Appearance, over-whelm’d 
with Sorrow, but at the bottom, their Thoughts 
were taken up with quite other things than the 
danger the K-ng’s Life was in. Mary de Medi- 
cis was meditating how to maintain her Au¬ 
thority under the Duke of Orleans , and to banifh 
Richlieu from Court. Lewis recommended Richlieu 
to his Brother, and advis’d him to employ him as 
a 1110ft able and experienc’d Minifter •, but the Car* 
dinai knowing the ill Offices he had done the Duke 
of Orleans , was contriving rather how to defend 
himfelf againft his Revenge than how to continue 
in his Employments. 

The Keeper of the Seals and his Brother, the 
Marefchal de MariUac , coming to Lyons , carneftly 
prefs’d the Queen Mother, to take hold of that 
Opportunity, and turn Richlieu out of the Mini- 
ftry 5 her prime Phyfitian, Vautier , who ftudy'd 
Matchiavel more than Hypocrates 7 the Princefs of 
Conti j the Dutchefs d' Elbeuf, the Countefs de Fargis, 
and all that were in the Intrigue did the fame, and 
’tis faid fome of them were for having him kill’d. 
The Queen Anne of Auftria who did not care to 
be fent back to Spain, nor fhut up in a Convent, 
was perfwaded by her Favourite the Countefs de 
Fargis , to caufe the Propofal to be made to Gafton, 
that he fhou’d marry her, in cafe his Brother 
Lewis dy'd. The Propofal was made as from the 
Countefs, but the Duke of Orleans judg’d very right¬ 
ly (he durft nor do it without that Princefs’s Par¬ 
ticipation and Content, fo he return’d a very civil 
and obliging Anfwer. Lewis,- when he recover’d, 
was inform’d of this forward Step of his Con- 
fort and Brother, and Richlieu’Aid not fail fo to 
improve it to their difadvantage, that the King 
never doubted but there was all along afterwards 
a Plot between them againft him. Gaflon ftay’d 
at Paris , and expetted with Impatientec to hear 
the News of his Brother’s Death •, the Aftrolo- 
gershad aflur’d him fo pofitively, that Lqp/Vvtou’d 
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dye within the Year, that neither he nor his Con¬ 
fidents made any queftion of it, when they heard 
he was taken ill of a Fever at Lyons: The Car¬ 
dinal, well inform’d of the Defigns carrying on 
to ruin him, pitch’d upon Avignon as a Place of 
Retreat, and fent away thither his Money, Plate, 
and movable Treafure. He wrote to the Prince 
of CorJe and defir’d his Prote&ion, propofing a 
fort of League againft the Queen Mother their 
common Enemy, who wou’d Govern all Things 
more Abitrarily under Gafton , than ftie had done 
under Lewis. He alfo engag’d St. Simon , the 
King’s Favourite, to Speak to his Majefty to 
recommend him to the Protettion of the Duke 
de ALontmerency 1 for that the hatred his Enemies 
bore him was only for his Zeal and Fidelity in 
his Service. The King did it in prefling Terms, and 
the Duke promis’d to defend the Cardinal againft: 
them all, and convoy him fafe to Marseilles * La 
Vrilliere , Secretary of State, in the room of Her - 
bauty lately dead, provided Poft llorfes and Chaifes 
on the Road from Lyons to MarfeilleSy for Riehlieu 9 s 
life if the King dy’d. The Cardinal, naturally Ti- 
merousand Weak, cry’d inceflantly *, but the AC 
furances given him by the Duke de Montmerency 
that he wou’d receive him in his Government of 
Languedoc , gave him fome Comfort. The King’s 
Recovery diflipated all his Fears, and he ap- 
ply’d himfelf with great Afliduity to be reconcil’d 
to Mary de Me diets. In order to this, he courted 
the MarillacSy he got a Gratification of iooooo 
Crowns for the Marefchal, and the Command of 
the Troops that were fent, to reinforce the Army 
in Italy. But neither Mary de Medicis nor the 
Marillacs were gain'd by his Advances, the Queen 
Mother was perpetually complaining of him to the 
King, and atlafthaving tir’d him out with her Com¬ 
plaints, he promis’d to remove him as foon as the 
War of Italy was over, which is thought to have 
been done by Collufion between.him and l^s Mi- 
nifier. 
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Tn the mean time a Negotiation of Peace com¬ 
menced in Italy, and was carry’d on by Mazarine y 
who manag'd matters fo well between Parties, that 
it was concluded to the good liking of both. But 
the French breaking fome of ihe Articles, the 
-Spaniards had fall’n upon them and deftroy’d them, 
had it not been for Mazarine, then the Pope's Mi- 
nifter, but gain'd over by Ricblieu to the French 
Intereft. The Marefchal de Marillac was on the 
other fide of Alps at the Caftle of Fouys , together 
with the Marefchals^fc la Force and Schemberg, when 
he heard the joyful News of the Dilgrace of the 
Cardinal j the fame Courier brought him a Letter 
from die King, giving him the Command of the 
Army, with Orders to the Two other Marefchals 
to return to France *, Marillac went immediately 
to Schomberg, who was Richlieii s Friend and Com 
fident, and with an Air of Triumph, told him the 
News, little thinking that e’re many Hours are 
paft, that Marefchal fhall triumph in his turn, 
and Marillac be his Prifoner. After the Affairs of 
Italy were accommodated, Mary de Ale diets re¬ 
viv’d her Inftances to the King to perform his Pro- 
mife to remove Richlieu from the Adminiftrationi 
and to fuffer her to difmifs him her Service, to¬ 
gether with all his Relations and Creatures. The 
Marquis de Mirabel, the Spanijh Ambaffador, made 
ufe of all his Addrefs to animate the Two Queens 
in their Endeavours to ruin the Cardinal. For thofe 
that pretend AmbaflTadors have not us’d to concern 
themfelves in the Changes that happen in Courts, .to 
oppofe the making Minifters cf State, or turning 
them out when made, are not more acquainted 
with Hiftory than Politicks. The King making no 
great hafte to part with Richlieu, after he return’d 
to Paris, and Peace was concluded in Italy, Mary de 
Medicis was refolv'd to begin herfelf with Cowbalet , 
the Cardinal's Neice, and all his Relations that were 
in her Service. The King hearing of it, defir’dhis 
Mother to let Richlieu continue in the Miniftry 
but Six Weeks longer, and he rfnd Combaletto wait 
1 on her, and pay their Duty in the moft Submit- 
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five Manner, begging her earneftly to receive them 
favourably at lead in appearance. The King gave 
the Cardinal and his Niece Intimation that they 
fhou’d wait on the Queen Mother at fuch an Hour, 
and that he wou’d leave them alone *, Combalet came 
hrft, and threw herfelf at the Queen’s Feet, giving 
her a Thoufand Thanks for all her Favours to her ; 
Mary de Medicis cou’d not command her Paflion 
at the fight of a Woman fhe hated, but fell upon 
her in a moft furious manner, upbraiding her with 
Ingratitude, and that in mod harfh and fhocking 
Terms. Combalet , who expe&ed other fort of Re¬ 
ception, rofe in the utmod Confufion, and St. Simon 
led her out of the Queen’s Cabinet *, Lewis enter¬ 
ing it as fhe went out, and feeing her drown’d 
in Tears, reproach'd his Mother for receiving her 
as fhe had done, contrary to his earned defire, At 
leaft, ALadam , fays he, Speak more kindly to the Car * 
dinal who is coming here. Richlieu enter’d'trem¬ 
bling, and Mary de Medicis fpar’d him no more 
than fhe did his Niece, die call d him Traytor and 
Ingrate, Do you fee that wicked AAan there ? faid 
fhe to the King, He thinks of nothing lefs than to 
bring tlye Crown into his Family,for that end he's 
contriving to marry his Neice with the Count de 
SoifTons. Lewis cry’d out* What do you fay , Madam % 
your Anger carries you too far, Aionfieur the Cardinal 
is an Honed Man, he feryes me Faithfully, and 1 am 
very well fatisfyd with the Pains and Care he takes 
for the good of my Kingdom , your ufage of him is 
fuch an Affliction to me, that I fall not recover my 
felf\ He then did his utmod to appeafe her, but 
all in vain. In fine, his Majedy bad the Cardi¬ 
nal withdraw, and when he was gone, us’d his 
endeavours to bring his Mother into a better Tem¬ 
per with him, conjuring her not to come to Ex¬ 
tremities. When he left his Mother, he faid to 
St. Simon, taking him by the Hand, What thinkejl 
thou of what thou hafi feen and heard ? The Fa¬ 
vourite reply’d, / confefs I thought my felf in a • 
nother World , but in fhcrt, you are Mafter . Tes , Yes , 
fays the King, Jam fo. This fpiriting Word of Sr. 
Simons, at a time when Lapis wanted fome body 
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to encourage him in {landing by his Minifter, did 
Richlieu more Service than all his Cunning and Ma¬ 
nagement, the Cardinal did not doubt but his Ruin 
was refolv’d on, and accordingly prepar’d to retire 
to Havre de Grace 5 his Moveables and Riches were 
pack’d up, and every thing in readinefs to begone, 
when a Servant of St. Simon brought him Word* 
that Things were not in fuch a defperate Condi¬ 
tion, and he wou’d foon fend him better Tidings; 
When Lewis was got to his own Apartment, he. 
flung himfelf upon his Bed, crying. My Mothers 
Ocftinacy will be the Death of me . She wou’d have 
me turn off a Minift er that's fo Faithful to me , 
and put my Affairs into the Hands of tbofe that 
know not how to manage them. Her\ hatred to 
the Cardinal, continues he to St > Simon, Is fo Pro¬ 
digious, that fhe will not hearken to Reafon. Give 
me fame thing to Drink, I am fo dry 1 don’t know 
rvhat to do with my felf\ tell me what wou’d ft thou 
have me to do in this Cafe: / doubt not , fays the 
Favourite, your Majefly will protell the Cardinal a- 
gainfl a Cabal that are fo Inveterate in fetting you 
againft him to make room for themfelves it will be 
eajy for you to pur a flop to the Malice of thofe that 
are always fuggefling Faljities to the Queen Mo¬ 
ther, and that oppofe a Miniflry which is fo ad - 
vantageous to the Government of your Kingdom . 
Lewis then refolv’d to keep the Cardinal in fpite 
of Mary de Medicis. To leffen the number of 
his Enemies, he endeavonr’d to reconcile him to 
the Duke of Orleans , and in order to it, prefented 
him to his Brother at his firft coming to Paris, 
defiring him to look upon Richlieu as a good Ser¬ 
vant to all the Royal Family, Gaft on replyd coldly, 
I fall do fo if Monfieur the Cardinal behaves him¬ 
felf to me as he ought. Richlieu, who did not like 
fo general an Anfwer, turn'd to Baflompierre then 
preient, and faid, Monfieur complains of me, God 
knows why, but the weakeft go to the Wall. The 
Quarrel of Mary de Medicis with the Cardinal and 
Combalet was kept very Secret. The next Day, 
being the xoth of November, fte renew’d her In¬ 
flates 
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ftances with her Son todifcharge him, and the News 
of the Peace concluded in Italy coming at the fame 
time, Lewis cou’d not help alluring her once more 
that he wou’d do what fhe defir’d. The Cardinal 
hearing his Majefty and his Mother were fhut up 
fometime in a Clofet together, doubted not but 
Mary de Medicis was trying her laft efforts to 
take the Adminiftration from him. He imme¬ 
diately went to the Queen’s Apartment, the Doors 
of the Chamber and Anti chamber were fhut, he 
enter’d the Gallery and fcratch’d at the Door of 
the Clofet, no Anfwer was made, impatient of 
flaying, and knowing every Corner of the Houfe, 
he went through a little Chappel, the Door of which 
the Queen had forgot to have lock’d, into the 
Clofet where fhe was with the King, Ahy Madam , 
here he is , cry’d Lewis , who had juft given Con- 
fen t to his Di(grace ; I believe you are talking of 
me , fays Richlieu , percieving they were in a fur- 
prize, No y no , reply’d the Queen Mother, Come, 
come , Madam , confefs it , laid Richlieu. Mary de 
Medicis provok’d at the Impudence of her Do* 
meftick, anfwer'd, Mis True , and rail’d at him 
worfe than ever, declaring fhe wou’d never fee him 
more-, fuch was the violence of her Paffion that 
fhe forgot to put her Defign in Execution, which 
was then to engage Lewis to command the Captain 
of his Guards to arrefl Richlieu; however, fhe got 
the abovemention’d Order fent to the Marefchal de 
Marillac to take on him the Command of the 
Army in Italy , which being done without the Car¬ 
dinal’s Knowledge, he doubted not of his Difgrace, 
and that the Marillacs , Ivs Sworn Enemies, wou’d 
have the Management of all Things. Upon this he 
order’d his Baggage to fetout for Havre de Grace , in¬ 
tending to follow himfelf in a few Hours after. ’Tis 
Paid there were 100 Baggs of SpaniJI? Piftolestothe 
value of Four Millions of Livers loaden on his 
Mules. That the Cardinal believ’d himfelf to be ut¬ 
terly ruin’d, one may perceive by what he laid to 
the Marefchal de Bajfompterre , Ton will not matter 
a A/xn in Difgrace as I am. The Marefchal con¬ 
duced 
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dutted him to the Queen Mother’s Apartment the 
next Day, the nth of November . He fell upon his 
Knees, and mod humbly beg’d her Pardon in the 
King’s Prefence *, but the Queen was inexorable, and 
wou’d not hear him. Ay , /, faid fhe to thofe 

that interceeded for him, and reprefented the Trou¬ 
ble he was in, He can change Countenance as he 
pleafes? let him be never fo Gay and fo Joyful) he'll 
alter of a fudden y and look as fad as if he was half 
Dead) when the State of his Affairs requires it. It 
was now that Richlieu gave over all Thoughts of 
remaining at Court, and declar’d he wou’d be gone 
that very Day to Ponthofe , in his way to Havre de 
Grace. A fmall Convoy went with his Baggage, 
and his People were afraid of entring any Town 
with it, leaf! it fhou’d be Plunder’d. 

This very Day, the nth of November , 1630, 
was the fatal Crifis of the Liberty of France : If the 
Cardinal de la Falette , the Counfellor of StateGfe*- 
teauneuf) and the Prefident Le Jay , had not diflwa- 
ded Richlieu from his purpofe of retiring to Havre 
de Grace, he had been for ever banifh’d the Court, 
and the Foundation of that Arbitrary Power, which 
he and his SuccefTor Mazarine eftablifh’d, had ne¬ 
ver been laid. La Valette reprefenting to him the 
Inconftancy and Irrefolution of Lewis , the Number 
and Importance of his Services, the Advantages his 
Abfence wou’d give his Enemies, made him refolve 
to try his Power over the King, and to fee him alone 
before he departed. 7 he beginning of a Difgrace is 
not the end of it , fays La Valette •, III go with you 
to Verfailles, and willingly expcfe my felfto the fame 
Peril with you. I have vow'd you an Eternal Friend - 
fhip \ you fijall find the Sincerity of my Vnvs in Ad• 
verfity as well as in the Height cf your Profperity. 
For thefe Generous Sentiments did Richlieu after¬ 
wards make the moll ungrateful Returns, in cru¬ 
elly perfecuting his Friends, Father and Brother. 

The Court, and all Paris believing the Cardinal’s 
Credit loft paft recovery, every one, according to 
Cuftom, turn’d their backs on him, and made their 
Court to Mary de Medkis . Couriers were dif- 

patch’d 
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patch’d by the Foreign Ambaffadors, to give their 
Mailers the welcome News of Richlieu* Difgraee’ 
Charles the Firlt, King of England , hearing of it, 
faid to his Queen Henrietta Maria , The Queen your 
Mother is in the wrong j the Cardinal has done great 
Services for the King his At after* This Adventure 
puts me in ?nind of an Accufation intended again ft 
Scipio, t$ the People of Rome. He heard it out 
patiently , and inftead of anfwering , cry'd out, f re¬ 
member that on fuch a Day I defeated the Carthagi¬ 
nians, follow m t, Romans, to the Capitol, to render 
Thanks to the Godc. If I had been in the Cardinal's 
Place , / ftsou'd have heard the Queen your Mother s 
Complaints , with the fame Tranquility, and have only 
faid to the King your Brother, Within thefe Two Tears 
has Rochelle been taken, Thirty Five Hugonot Cities 
have been reduc'd and razld \ Cafal has been twice 
reliev'd \ Savoy* and a great part of Piedmont Con * 
quer'd . Thefe advantages. Sir, which your Arms have 
acquir'd by my Care, anfwer for my Application and 
my Fidelity. His Britannick Majefty was, it feems, 
mightily concern’d for the Difgrace of a Minifter 
who had gone fo far in fetting up a Defpotick Go¬ 
vernment in France . Was there any Similitude of 
• Tempers in the Two Courts ? Had their Mimfters 
the fame Inclinations, and was there only want of 
Genius in the one not to fucceed fo well as the other 
in the Deftruttion of the Liberties of their Country? 
Amidft all thefe Difficulties and Dangers, the ill 
Fate of France will preferve Richlieu , and bring him 
off Triumphant. The Queen Mother, infle, d of fol¬ 
lowing her Son to Kerfailles, of obferving all his 
Motions, and hindring the Cardinal’s approaching 
him, ftay d at Paris to receive the Applaufes of the 
Courtiers, who crowded to pay their Homage to 
her. The Duke d' Epernon was one of the Firft of 
them, while his Son the Cardinal de laFalette, was 
labouring with Richlieu to prevent his departure. 
All this while did St, Simon infinuate to the King, 
that the Lofs of fuch a Minifter as Richlieu , wou’d 
pur his Majefty wholly in the Power of the Queen 
his Mother and her Creatures. Is not Lewis the Juft 
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at Thirty Years able to Reign without Guardians* 
Vvhen for Godsfake, aretheMoft Chriftian King^ 
out of their Minority ? Did not the King promiie 
his Mother to turn off Richlieu *, and is it a neceffary 
Confequence that he muff be Govern’d by Man de 
Mi diets , if he is not Govern’d by the Cardinal 
de Richlieu t It was under this Prince that the French 
Empire became Abfolute. This Prince, who had 
not the Command of himfelf, made Slaves of a Free 
Nation, as fam’d in Ancient Times for After ting thetf 
liberties, as they have been Infamous fince for their 
Love of Slavery. It aggravates their Infamy, that 
they fhou’d give up their Rights to a King, who had 
not of himfelf the Courage to take them. Indeed, 
‘thole Princes who are diretted wholly by their Mi¬ 
nions and Minifters, arefeldom the True Fathers of 
their People. Minifters and Minions have no Inte* 
reft but tneir own to promote *, their Bufinefs is to 
make their own their Mafters, tho* certainly the 
Interefts of Princes and of ill Minifters are incom¬ 
patible; and ill Minifters will always Govern under 
w'eak Princes. St . Simon , having given the Cardinal 
Notice that all things went well, and that he fiiou’d 
fear nothing, Richlieu refolv’d to follow the Advice 
of la Falette, and go to Ferfailles. La Falette went 
firft to Lewis, to Tee what Difpofition he was in t 
Monfieur Cardinal , {ays the King, I .believe you are 
fur prized at what has happen'd ; .'More than your 
Majefty imagines , reply’d La f r alettc. Monfieur 
de Richlieu has a good Majler, fays Lewis, go and 
bid him come to me immediately. The Cardinal de 
la Palette told him, that Richheu was come 
to throw himfelf at his Majefty’s Feet, and then 
went out to bring him in* St. Simon, the King’sIFa* 4 
Vourite, the Marquis de Mortemare , and the Marquis 
de Beringben , were with his Majefty when the Car¬ 
dinal de la Palette prefented his Brother Richlieu to 
him. Richlieu embraced his Majefty's Knees* 
thanking him for this extraordinary Favour granted 
him by the beft Mafter in the World. And /, 
faid Lewis, have in you the tnofi Faithful and weft* 
Ajfe&iwate Servant that can be. I think my jelf 

X * the 
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the more oblig'd to proteEl you , in as much as I have 
been aWitnefs of your Refpett and Gratitude to the 
Queen my Mother. I fiou'd have abandon'd you if 
you had not f:ewn how juftly fenfible you were of her 
Favours : Depend upon my Protelkion , I know how 
to break the Cabal that are your Enemies. They im- 
pofe upon the Credulity of the Queen my Another , 
who As eafily led away by them 0 Continue to ferve 
me voell\ and I will defend you againft all thofe that 
have vow'd your Deflrudion. The Cardinal, who 
con’d weep when he wou’d, burfl out into Tears, 
fell a fecond time on his Knees, conjur’d him to 
excufe his accepting fo great a Mark of his Royal 
Goodnefs as ftill to continue to make ufe of his 
Councils. He added, In the Name of God , S/r, 
let me not be the Innocent Occafecn of the mi fun- 
derflanding which my Abode near your } Adajefty may 
caufe between you and the Qiieen Mother \ fuffer 
me to bury my felf in fone profound Solitude , to 
deplore my Misfortune in being thought Ungrateful 
by a Queen who has overwhelm'd 7 iie with Benefits . 
He embrac’d the King’s Knees more tenderly than 
before,; and then rofe with the Secret Joy to find 
his Matter was refolv’d not to part with him, as 
he declar’d to all prefent. The Cardinal continu¬ 
ing to defire him to let him retire from Bufinefs, 
feeing he Ihou’d be fo much expos’d to the Dange¬ 
rous Strokes of Malice and Envy , 'Tit net the Queen 
my Adother , reply’d Lewis , who raifes this Storm 
againft you , certain reftlefs People are the main Cau¬ 
fe s of it. I know them , and how to pun if) them for 
their Crime . 'Tis enough that I am fatisfy'd with 

you , added he, raifing his Foicc^ Stay with me , and 
i'll protebl you againft all the World. We fhall pre- 
fently fee what was the Effett of this Interview. 
But to pleafe his Mother, Richlieu was order’d to 
write a moft Submiffive Letter to Mary de Me - 
dicisj which he did ^ it was a very Polite Piece, 
well labour’d, and as full of Flattery and Falfhood, 
as ever came from the Pen of a French Man, and 
a Prieft. 
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The next Day the Seals were taken from Ada- 
9 -illac: liewas advertis’d of: the good*Ii£ceptipl> the 
Cardinal had met with, and forefeeing whan wou’cf 
happen, had taken care to remove all his Papers 
except one, which was unluckily the nioftJmpoi> 
tant, * being an Account ofj the fublick Moneys 
that lnd been embezzl’d during RichlieFs MiniRry^ 
a Paper that the Marefchal his Brqther, .will e’eij 
long pay dear for. The Cardinal not* being able 
to charge the Keeper with any thing contrary to 
Juftice or good Management, either^as lie -was 
employ’d in the Finances, or as he had the Seals, 
was tile more Vigorous-in the'Proftcution of the 
Marefchal, who lay niore open, and on himreveng’d 
the Fatal Draft, intended to expofe his Greedinefs 
and Avarice to Lewis. - 'Such Minifters as Richlieu , 
who know they thenifelves deferve no Mercy, are 
always fure to fhew none. Cruelty is ever one of 
the Charhftefifticks of an'ill Miniftry, and Richlieu 
diftinghiihM himfeif as much by that Quality, as by 
any other. The Exempt ref the Guards, who Ar¬ 
retted Monfieur de fflarillacy had Orders to treat 
him roughly, and the latter falling ill of a Fever, as 
he was carrying him to Lifieux , the Exempt refus’d 
to let him flay one Night in a Country Village, as 
he defied to repofe hhnfelf. In the room of the late 
Keeper was pu t Charles de P Aubeffme, famous for 
his Embattles,under-the Names of the fibbs dePreaux 
and de Chateauneuf *, a Creature of-tile Cardinal’s 
Lejay y was made Firft Prefident oftlie Parliament 
of Paris, This Man has already been .mention'd, 
as a Zealous AfTertor of the Rights of That then 
Illuftrious Aflenlbly. Richlieu, found niean$.;to make 
this Friend to Liberty his own Friend y de Jay at]d 
Ckatcauneufj were the Two-Men, who next to tfie 
Cardinal de la Palette', had the greateft Hand in 
per l wading Richlieu mot to fly for itydbi^t To-writ 
on the King at Ferfailles, Thus arC^hey rewarded. 
Now is the Cardinal>Triumpnant, heMias the King’s 
Perfqn at his Difpofal, Lewis hasnob** btf i 4 iis, Con¬ 
fidents about him, apd .wbat cambfc;ld*fc 
this Abfolitte Power, but Exiles^* Imprifolimentsayd 
* jaLr . J.fibiz o.iMurders. 
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Murders. Revenge, the darling Paflion of fucb 
Men, is as fweetasthe Power that accompliihes it. 
There is nothing now to oppofe this Ambitious, 
Arbitrary, and Cruel Minifter •, and the firft Exiles 
we hear of, are out of the Royal Family, the King’s 
only Brother, and the Queen his Mother. No Rank, 
no Merit can protett thofe that are lb unhappy as to 
fall under the Difpleafure of Favourites. The more 
Confpieuous the Merit, the more Dangerous. The 
more Exalted the Quality, the more Glorious the 
Triumph. 

The very next Day after the Marefchal de Ma* 
rillac had receiv’d the News of the Cardinal’s Dif- 
grace, and the King’s Letter in his Favour, arriv’d 
U Epine , a Meflenger, with an Order to the Maref- 
chals de la Force and de Schomberg, to Arreft him 
alfo, which was executed. There happen’d nothing 
extraordinary on that Occafion, but that the Event 
is varioufly related by Two Officers of the Guards, 
Meffieurs de Puyfegur and de Pont is, who in their 
Memoirs differ <0 much, that it gives one almoft an 
ill Opinion of Hificry it felf. Both of them being 
prefent, and both on Duty, as Guards to the Prifo- 
ner, the one writes that he receiv’d the Orders 
with the Temper of a Stoick, the other, that he 
fell out into the moft Violent Paffion, with feverai 
other Circumftances of the fame contrary Nature, 
too particular for fo General an Hiftory. 

Richlieu having rid himfelf of the Marillacs , in- 
ftigated his Matter to banilh the Countefs du Fargis, 
the Queen Confort’s Favourite, from Court, and .to 
forbid the Marquis de Mirabel, the Spaniflj Ambaffa- 
dor, to come to the Louvre without demanding 
Audience. The Queen Anne of Auiiria was en¬ 
rag’d at the Lofs of fo beiov’d, and fo faithful a 
Servant, and exclaim’d againli the Cardinal, who 
did what he pleas’d, and matter’d not what either 
of the Two Queens thought of him. The Countels 
du Fargis , who was a Gallant Lady, had Two Lo¬ 
vers that fuffer’d for her fake, the Count de Cramail , 
and the Marquis de Beringhen ; the latter was ba- 
nifh’d the Kingdom, and the other remain’d in it 

purely 
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purely by the Protection of Mary dcMedicis, whom 
Richlteu was loath to irritate too* much. Having 
made himfelf fo many Enemies, he apply’d to the 
Dukes of Orleans ’s Favourites, Monfieur de Puylau - 
rtns, and Monfieur le Coigneux, to pocure the Friena- 
fhip of their Mafter for him. The Duke of Orleans 
was a Prince of fo inconfiant a Difpofition, that 
thole about him durft hardly truft him out or their 
Sight, and cou’d eafily turn him which way they 
pleas’d. The Cardinal, to gain his Confidents, had 
recourfe to the (hortefl way and the furefL to bribe 
them plentifully, Tho’ he was not Treafurer, 
the Treafure of France was at his Difpofal, ana 
whoever has the Treafure of a Nation to difpofe, 
will not want Partifans. Puylaurens had rsoooo 
Crowns given him, Le Coigneux the Promife of a 
Cardinal's Cap and a good Penfion ; Monfigot , the 
Duke of Orleans’s Secretary, joooo Crowns, and 
thefe his chief Servants prevail'd with him, not 
only to fpeak the Cardinal fair, but to pro- 
mi fe to Love him as much as he had Hated him, 
and to bind it with an Oath, which Monfieur vvas 
ever very free of. Others of his Servants had Mo¬ 
ney given them, and ’twasa common faying, that, 
Monfieur has been Sold to theMinifter, for a Million of 
Franks. ’Twas the Duke’s great Fault that he over 
did it in every Thing, and he cou’d not be re¬ 
concil’d to Richlieu , without railing at the Ma- 
rillacs : The Duke of Lorrain , having kept up a 
Body of Troops to oblige the French to do the 
fame in Campagne, and thereby give a Diverfion 
to their Arms in favour of the Houfe of Aullria. 
Gaft on, now a Friend to Richlteu, Swore, By G-d 
I know it very well. The Marefchal de Mariliac was 
the Cdufe of it, and made the Duke of Lorrain do 
what he did. This Friendlhip was too hot to hold, 
as will appear by the following Pages. 

The Cardinal, to encreafe the number of his 
Friends as that of his Enemies encreas’d, obtain’d 
the Duke of Vandome's Liberty of the King, on 
Condition he left the Kingdom. Accordingly he 
Went to Holland with the Duke de Merc&ur his 
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Eldefl Son. ^Tie Cardinal Bagni, was employ’d to 
mediate a Reconciliation between Maryde Aledicis 
and Ricfrlteit , but the former told the'King, She 
world never fee him, and iybu’d dye rather than 
confent to be Friends with him, You may do what 
you ir///, Taid he, I Jhall Honour you as long as I 
luiye-i but I have foiemnly promis'd to ft and by ike 
Cardinal, She went farther in * a Conference, w ith 
Bullion , ; Cbgtfle jlor of State, YU rather be \danni.d , 
fays fhe. than not be reveng'd’of that Ingrate , /And 

* yet .by the"Terf(vafion oi Kautigr^ her-Phyfician, 
who was iaiftfd by Bagni, fhe confented to,a Vifit 

f from him, the 26th of December. 1530;: /The Je- 
fuit SirjfAn' accompany J d 'Rlchlieu y who ^no foofier 
enter’d th> Queen's Cabinet, than fhe burft out in¬ 
to Teats^ th^Jefuit add theCardinal did the fame ; 
the r CHieeiP Mother ordered a Chair to be let for 
RickUetiy bad him fit down, God forbid , reply’d 
the Hypocptcal Prelate, that I fiou'di fibim/yonr 

* Majsfiys Pfeyence^ having the Misfortpne^ to lofe 
your good' Gd¥c$s> fo gridt timark of DeftinElion does 
not belong Yo' 'me y ’tis* not for me ta make ufe of 
the tPermijfion you have*-been pleas'd to give, meyvhen 
fhaWthe bhppinefi'faho aifpleafe you , but I have 

1 loft ft 'difgrac'd Servant'ought not to,accept of 
‘the -HSfobu/ydik wdud^do me. The. Effett of^this 
' ? intervfewHvat^the Queen affifted at a Council held 
the next Daywhere Richlieu was prefent, and as 
^^bafe Miihds v ^e always puft up by Succefs, the 
Cardinal greiy fo inident u^on it, that he told the 
King plainly,' he cou’d not be perfeftly reconcil’d 
to Kis Mother, unlefs his Neice Combalet^ and the- 
reft of his Relations, whom fhe had difeharg’d, were 
re admitted into her Service. Tho’ Lewis was dif- 
gu%d at Ri%)ieus Arrogance, yet he cou-d not 
hdp humouring him, and the Cardinal not doubt¬ 
ing but he'wou’d jufiify him in ir, fent the' Pre- 
L fident Le Jay to Mary de Me diets with a threaten¬ 
ing Meflage, that fhe fhou’d be confin’d to one 
of her Houfes if fhe did not do what the Minifter 
defir’d of her. Mary de Medicis complain’d of her 
being fo iafolently treatetd, Lewis difown’d his 
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Minifter, and, with Tears in his Eyes, pretended he 
wou’d never leave her, yet within a few Days does 
he part from her for ever. 

In the mean while, Richlieu , jealous of the Duke 
of Orleans's two Favourites Le Coigtteux and Puy. 
laurens, endeavour’d to divide, and then todeftroy 
them. He firlt attempted Puylaurens, promifing 
him wonders if he wou’d renounce his Friendftiip 
to Lc Ccigneux and devote himfelf to. Richlieu. Le 
Coigneux heard of it, and made his Complaints to 
the Cardinal de la Valetie’ and the Marefchat de 
Schombergh, who allur'd him there w,as nothing in 
it, and that ’twas not likely the King wou’d lofe 
the 100000 Crowns that had been, lb lately given 
him if Le Coigneux reprefented to Pjiylflurens, that 
there were Snares laid for-them, and their fafety 
depended on their Union. Both of them being fa* 
tisfy’d of the neceflity of it, they were more united 
than ever,|and refolv’d to oblige theii; ..Matter to 
a Rupture with the Court, or to fecii're them- 
felves againft the Power and Artifices of Richlieu, 
LeCotgneux remonftrated to Gaflon that, the Car¬ 
dinal. deciev’d him, that he endeavour’d to debauch 
his Minifters, that his Mother’s Credit funk daily, 
and with it his own, for that it was inleperable from 
her Majefty’s. Richlieu' apprehending the Effeft 
of Le Coigneux's Refentnrent, declar’d plainly that 
the King expe&ed he wou’d quit the Duke ofOr- 
leans's Service, for Lems did not thinjc himfelffure 
of his Brother’s Friendftiip as long as he had Mi¬ 
nifters about him, who had fucb an Influence oyer 
him. Le Cotgneux found it necelfarymow to drive 
his Mailer to Extremities, and Puytaureys joyh’d 
with him in advifing Gaflon to leavo t ;the Court, 
and infill upon Satisfaction in feveral points, where¬ 
in they faid he was injur’d. Gaflon p.urfuant to their 
Advice, takes Twelve Gentlemen with' him, and 
goes to Richlieu, to whom he thus addrefs’d him-. 
Self-, J am come to difcharge my fe If from the Pro- 
mife I made you to be your Friend-, and to tell you 
plainly I fib all find a way to punijh juch a Man as 
\ou are , who has the Bcldnefis and Malice to fit all 
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the Royal Family in a Flame *, you owe your Fortune 
and Dignities to the Queen L my Mother , and inftead 
of the Gratitude of a good and faithful Servant^ you 
are become the greateft of her Perfecutors ; you are 
. always blackening her to the King, and are fo far 
from carrying your felf as you ought to me, your In- 
folence is greater than ever \ I Jhou'd have chaftis'd 
it e'er now had net your Pr left hood hinder'd me, but 
know that your Char abler fall not hereafter defend 
you from the Punifiment due to the Injuries and 
\Afronts committed againft a Perfort cf my Rank . 
This Speech was accompany’d with all the out 
ward Maiks of Indignation and Revenge in both 
Gafton and his Attendants. The Cardinal was as 
one Thunder {truck, trembled as it he had an 
Ague upon him, and hardly a word to fay for him- 
fdf. Very glad was he when he faw Gafton and his 
Followers fairly out of his Houfe, and his Terrors 
were foon turn’d into fentiments of Vengeance* 
Gafton return'd the fame Day, the i ft. of February 
Orleans, and Richlieu fen t an Exp refs to 
Ve? failles, to prefsthe King to come to the Louvre . 
Lewis upon, notice of his Brother s Retreat, haften’d 
to Paris, alighted out of his Coach at the Cardi¬ 
nal’s, and embracing him, faid, Fear nothing, Ixvillbe 
your Second againfi dll the iVorld, -not excepting my 
Brother, my Honour is concern'd • what ever theywou'd 
do to you, I /ball look upon as defignd againfi my 
felf and will be reveng'd for it . He then went to 
the Queen. Mother, who protefted fhe knew no¬ 
thing of the Duke of Orleans's Retreat j whereas 
in Truth ’twas done in concert with her, and fhf 
had given him her Jewels to fupport him in cafe 
ofNeceflity. ' 

The Cardinal was much given to Judicial A Uro¬ 
logy, but Mary de Medicis and Gafton much 
3nore, all their Counfells were direfted by it, and 
the Predi&ion of the Quack Duval , that Lewis 
fhou’d dye fhortly, was one of the main Induce¬ 
ments to the Duke of Orleans's leaving the,Courr. 
They did not doubt of a quick Revolution there, 
and thoyght all wou’d be well if they epu’d but 
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fecure his Perfon till that happy time canie. There 
was an Aftrologer that did not Prophely fo well 
for them, he told Mary de Medtcis plainly, that 
She Jbou’d be 'Unfortunate, and that all RichlieuV 
Defigns jhou’d fucceed ; which (he telling to the 
ReCtor of the Convent of Picpus near Paris, the 
good Father exhorted her to a Reconciliation with 
the Cardinal, faying very gravely. That, Madam , 
is enough to perfwade you to Honour Monfieur the 
Cardinal voithyour Favour. But tho’ the Fryer built 
fo much on that happy Anfwer for Richlieu , the 
Queen had another as unhappy, on which (he built 
more. One of her Augurers bad foretold her that 
fhe (hou’d be as Powerful as ever fhe had been, 
before the end of the Year This Prophefy 

was to her mind, and (he thought the Prophet the 
belt skil’d of any of ’em Well then , fays (he, all 
we have to do is to take care of our Health • Such 
was the happinefs of France in the Reign of Lems 
the Juft. There were two Intereftsincompatible with 
each other, and both fo with that of France , in a per¬ 
petual Struggle, that of the Minifter, and that of 
the Queen Mother, both guided by Fortune-tellers 
and Soothfayers} yet their Pretences were both 
for the Publick Good, than which nothing was more 
diftant from their Hearts. Mary de Medtcis in 
expectation that all France wou’d declare for Gafton 
in oppofition to Richlieu , declar’d openly that (he 
wou'd never ceafe purfuing the Cardinal till (he 
had. driven him from Court, She wou’d not afliit 
at the Councils becaufe he was prefent, and Rich- 
lieu finding (he was implacable, confulted with his 
itrufty Confident the Capuchin Jofeph , how to de¬ 
liver himfelffrom the Troubles (he perpetually gave 
him. They both agreed the moil effectual way wou’d 
be to get the King to confine her at Moulins, or fonts 
other Place of fuch a diftance from Paris. Lewis’s 
Confcience was a little Scrupulous, and wanted the 
afiiftance of fonte Cafuift to fatisfyhim that he might 
deal thus with his Mother without incurring the Sin 
of Difobedience. The Perfon Richlieu recommended 
,fo hint to con Cult wifi} on that occalion was the 
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good Father Jofeph himfelf, who being the Author 
of that bold Counfel, certainly knew beft how to 
remove the King’s Scruples. What moft perplext 
Richlieu was how to bring the Matter about. The 
Parifians lov’d Mary de Medicis as much as they 
hated him. She drop’d iome words that animated 
him in hisRefolution to have her fent far enough 
off I will follow the King every where , faid fhe, and 
never give over demanding Jujlice of him againft the 
Author of all the prefent Divifions in the Royal Fa - 
tnily. This Richlieu heard of,* and reprefented to 
Lewis , that there muff be a Confpiracy agaioft: 
his Authority, or perhaps againft his Perfbn, which 
it wou d be eafy for him to ruin, if he was at fome 
diftance from Paris . Lewis , in a fright, prefently 
refolves on a Journey to Compeigne^ under pretence 
of Hunting, and , his Mother follow’d him con- 
trary to the Advice of her Friends,, to whom fhe 
reply’d, Had I follow'd the King to Verfailles, the 
Cardinal had now been in a Prifon , God forbid I 
jhoud commit fuch another over-fight. She never 
committed a greater than in quitting Park , and 
putting herfelt into the Hands of her Enemy, 
who durft not have taken the ftep at the Louvre , 
which he took at Compeigne. When it was pro¬ 
pos’d in Council to confine the Queen Mother ,at 
MoulinSy Richlieu made a long Harangue, full of 
Artifices and Diffimulation, fometimes feeming to 
tremble at fuch an Expedient, fometimes repre- 
lenting it as of abiglute Necefiity. Here fpeaking 
of her in the moft refpe&fui Terms, and there 
aggravating every Thing that look’d amifs in her 
Conduft, but clofing all with healing Advice, that 
all foft Methods (hou’d firff be us'd to bring the 
Queen Mother to Reafon. Lewis prefently confented 
to whatever was propos’d to him, and reiolv’d to 
return to Pans without taking his leave of his Mo¬ 
ther. 

Qn the 22do f February^ Orders were given to the 
Marefchal d % Etrees to fet a Guard about the Caltle 
where hisMother lay,and top^efsthe Princefso {Conti 
to depart immediately not fufferin fee theQueen 
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Mother, which precipitate Order fo afflicted that 
Prince!^ tlldt fhe fell Siok and dy’d a Victim to 
Ricblieu s Jealoufy. The Du'tchefs d ’ Elbeuf, the 
Dutches d'iOrntino- the Dutchefs de Lefdijguieres , 
•and the Dutdhefs de ' Roanruhi, were alfo banilh'd 
the Court*, the Queen Confort was hurry’d away 
with the King x Sujfren,the Jefuit, bringing Mary de 
Medicis word that Lewis was gone, fhe wou'd not 
contain herfetf, but rail’d furioufly againft Ricblieu, 
who the next Day caus’d 'LdViile-aux'Clcres,. Se¬ 
cretary of State, to acquaint her that /he might 
take the Air of Compeigne if fhe pleas'd* Thus is 
the Queen Mother left in the keeping of a Mare¬ 
fchal of France, and is to reckon it a high Favour 
if fhe might walk in the Garden of the Caftle. 
What is the Presumption of Tyrannical Minifters? 
Not the Parents of their Maffer are fare from their 
Perfection. Lewis has given his Mother up to the 
difpofal of RiphUcu, and ’tis not owing to his Duty* 
if the Cardinal does not pufh his Vengetice and 
Ingratitude farther. He has her in his Power, and 
What is it not Ambition arid Revenge will npt do ? 
Lewis hazards all to pleafe his Minifter, an Infolent 
Pi'date, whom; ho Ties of Virtue or Honour can 
bind. Faultier, the Queen Mother’s Phyfician and 
Confident, was lent to the Baft ills, as was alfo the 
Abbe de Foix, ah$ Two Days after the Marefchal 
de Bajfornpierre. The Cardinal Wou'd have had the 
Duke d* E per non AM the Marefchal de Crequi ar¬ 
retted, but he was afraid of ‘their Sons} the Duke 
de la F alette, arid the Count de Sanity the former 
\n PofTeffion of \ALetz, the other powerful in Day- 
phine . The Duke d* Epefnon gave Bajjompierre 
Notice that he wdu’d be arretted; and advis’d him 
to be gone/offering him joo qo Crowns^ which 
the.‘Marefchal wou'd not borrow of him, nor ftir 
from Court, depending on his Innocence/ the 
worft Guard a M^n can have in ^ Court where a 
Ricblieu is Mailer. Baffompiene had as good a Cha¬ 
racter as any one for Honour, Gallantry and great* 
nefs of Mind 5 yet it is faid, he accus’d the Duke 
d> Epernon , the Duke of Gulfe, the Marquis d’ Aim- 
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court , the Marefchal de Creqiu y and the Count de 
la Kochfaucault of the Plot againft the Cardinal ; 
that they had endeavour’d to bring him into it, 
but hewou’d never hearken to ’em. Falfe or 
True, Was the Character of an Informer worthy 
the great Reputation Bajfompierre had acquir’d as a- 
Galiant Man and a Man of Honour ? What (hall 
one fay of Courts and Courtiers / Who is there 
that can Hand the Ihocks of Fortune, maintain 
his Integrity and bear up agaibft the Infolence of 
an Imperious and Arbitrary Minifter ? U Epernon 
as Imperious as he naturally was himfelf. truckles 
to the Man whom lately he pretended to defy, and 
makes his Court to him at the expence of his 
Friends. He Complimented the Cardinal ort his 
Triumph over the Ruin’d Party , that of Mary dc 
Medicts, and told him, The King was too kind to 
the Marefchal de Crequi and the Count de la Roch- 
faucault, I know not by He.trfay, but of my own 
Knowledge , that they deferve to be feverely punijh'd , 
the one is a Rafcal and the other a Coward. Wou’d 
one think one can find another fuch Inflance as this 
of the depravity of Mens minds, and that in any 
other than a French Hiflory. Will Men of the higheft 
Quality fhew themfelves fuch Slaves to Fortune, 
worfhip for their Intereft thole they defpife, and 
vilifie thofe whom they cannot but efteem ? What 
is Greatnefs if’tis capable of fuch Treachery ? 

The Marefchal d‘ Etrees , who was the Queen 
Mother’s Keeper in her Imprifonment at Compeigne t 
for furely that Caftle fo guarded by Horfe and 
Foot, may very well be call’d a Prifon, had every 
Day Orders to prefs Mary de Medicis to remove 
to Moulins , where Richlieu intended fhe fhou’d re¬ 
main in Cuftody of that or forne other as watch¬ 
ful a Keeper. The Queen, however, wou’d not 
ftir, fometimes fhe was Sick, fometimes the Place 
they wou’4 fend her to was infe&ed, fometimes 
llu Roads bad; at laft, fhe told them pofitively (he, 
wou’d not be remov’d but by Force •, the Duke of 
Orleans was in motion, and fhe refolv’d to be as 
sear Paris and him as poflible. The Orleannois de- 
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clar’d for Gallon , and the Marquis de la Feuallide 
rais’d Men for him in Poittov , Normandy , Mayne, 
and other Places. The People fond of Novelties , 
and opprefs’d with Taxes, cry’d, Long Live Mon¬ 
fieur and Liberty. A Cry that will no more be heard 
in France. Monfieur’s Friends gave out to render 
him Popular, that ’twas his Pity of the Peoples heavy • 
burthens, and for their eafe that he demanded Re- 
drefs and a Reformation of State Abufes. In the 
Manifefto that Gallon publilh’d, we may fee whae 
a deplorable Condition France was then in, and 
when has it fince been in a better.? The third Part of 
your Subjects , fays he to his Brother Lewis, do not 
eat Bread in the Country , fome of ’em live upon 
Oates , others dye of Hunger, or feed on nothing but 
Herbs and what the Beafls feed upon , thofe of ’em 
that are left to be pity'd , are fed with the Blood they 
rake out of the Kennels of the Shambles; having in feve- 
ral Places feen thefe Wretches with my own Eyes. 
Puylaurens and Li Coigneux advis’d the Duke of 
Orleans to retire to Burgundy , where the Governor, 
the Duke de Belligarde , was ready to receive him. 
The Marefchal de Toiras being on his way to Italy 
to Command the Forces there, was invited by Gaft;on 
to give him a Vi fit at Orleans , the Marefchal fent 
the Letter unopen’d to the King. Richlieu was not 
Idle on his Part, perfwaded his Mafter to follow 
the Duke with ail Diligence, to oblige him to fly 
the Kingdom, or fubmit to whatever Conditions 
fliou’d be impos’d on him. The King march’d to¬ 
wards Orleans , and Monfieur retir’d to Burgundy , 
Lewis purfu’d him and in the end the Duke of 
Orleans was forc’d to retire into Lorrain. Inve- 
ftives were publifh’d on both fides, the Minifter 
keeping Balzac, and other Pens in Pay to write 
for him upon all occaflons, to Anfwer any thing that 
came outagainft him,andRight or Wrong to blacken 
his Enemies with the very Crimes that were laid 
to his Charge. The Truth is the Quarrel between 
Monfieur ana his Brother was not fo much Perfonal 
as it was Political. If Puylaurens and Le Coigneux 
had been fatisfy’d, the two Royal Brothers had never 
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fal’n out; if Richlieu had not been ;caloUS ofMorf 
fieur’s Minifters, they had not been declar’d Guilty 
of High Treafon as they were by the Parliament 
of Dijon , together with the Count de ALoret, the 
King’s Natural Brother, the Duke d * Elbeuf \ the 
Duke de Bellegarde , the Duke de Roatmez., Mo?ifigot y 
Chanteeoobe , Father of the Oratory, and others. 
The Manifeftos publiftiM in the Name of the Duke 
of Orleans , (poke only the Sentiments of his Mi ; 
nifters, the King’s Anfwers did the fame with re- 
fpeci to Richheu, *Twas in reality a Paper War 
between the Favourites of the Two Princes, tho* 
the State was madeufe of on both fides. What the 
Duke of Orleans fays in one of them, fhew's that 
if Princes do not make the PublickGood the Rule 
of their Government, % it is not becaufe they do not 
know ’tit their Duty to doit. After having upbraided 
the King with his Unnatural Carriage towards his 
Mother. He adds, As to what concerns my felf I 
mufl tell you that 1 did not leave the Court with a 
defign to aifturb the Peace of your Subjects *, I have 
with my Eyes feen fome of their Miseries , they are 
fo Deplorable that the tftofl Barbarous mufl be touch'd 
with Compajfion, very far from defiring to Augment 
them , 1 woud Sacrifife my Life to dminifh rhem 9 
GOD is my Witnefs . Let us fee, in what Tone 
Richlieu makes his Matter fpeak to his Brother, 
Affure your felf 1 am very well fatisfyd with my 
Minifier$ •, I know how to defend them, and fijevo tie 
World that the choice of my Counfellors depends only 
on my Pleafure , and ?iot on the good liking of others • 
It is merry to hear thofe Gentlemen talk after this 
rate. If Minifters are charg’d with Maie-Admini- 
ttration, we know how to defend them *, if evil 
Counfellors are complain’d of, the choice of ’em de¬ 
pends on our Pleafure only . .Such is the Felicity 
of Abfolute Monarchies, and of the Nations that 
fall under the Tyranny of Favourites. They have 
not that Fatherly Love for the People which a 
King has or fhou’d have, for their Subjefts, they 
look on them as their Property, to be us’d as con- 
lifis with their Paffions and Interefts. The Kiiig 
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was not content with the Declaration publilh’d a- 
gainft the Duke of Orleans’s Friends by the Par¬ 
liament of Dijon, he wou’d have it regifter’d and 
verify’d by the Parliament of Paris , but thole Ma¬ 
gistrates were noteafily brought to Cond&i!f,.M en . 
unheard ; three of the Ptz{\dentsGalant,Barillon^nd 
Laifne , talk'd boldly againft it, fuggefting J twas 
done at the Inftigation of a Minifter who abus'd 
the- Name of the King to revenge his own private 
Quarrels. On the other Hand, Roger , the Duke 
of Orleans’s Advocate, prefented a Petition to the 
Parliament in the Name of Gallon , charging Rich- 
lieu with feveral high Crimes which the Duke of¬ 
fer’d to prove. Roger was threaten’d with a Prifon 
for prefenting it, and Lewis order’d in Council, 
that the Petition fhou’d be fupprefs’d as Scandalous 
and 'contrary to the Kings Service , the Peace of hi£ 
Subjetls , and the fafety of the State . The Parlia¬ 
ment coming to the Vote about the Verification 
of the King’s Edift, the Voices were equal, which 
made a Negative. The King enrag'd at that at¬ 
tempt upon his Authority Royal, in daring to re¬ 
fute what he had commanded to be verify'd. order’d 
the AfTembly to come to the Louvre a Foot, to 
make their Submifiton, and tear the Arret out of 
their Books, which gave the Negative to the Veri¬ 
fication of his Edift. The People crouded to fee 
that once llluftrious Body matching along like fo 
many Criminals Two and Two, with their iquare 
Caps on their Heads, going to receive the laft mor¬ 
tal Blow, which an Arrogant Minifter was to give 
to what remain'd of the Liberties of themoftAu- 
guft Tribunal in France . 

The Magiftrates were conduced into the Gal¬ 
lery of the Louvre , where Lewis fat on his Throne 
furrounded by the Count de Soiffons , the Cardinals 
de la Kalette and de Richlieu , the Dukes de Nemours , 
Angouleme , Longueville, Montmerency, Chevreufe ^x\d 
the Marefchals de Crequi , de Schomberg , de St. Luc y 
and de Ejfiat. The Magiftrates were oblig’d^ to 
Kneel, and after having been feverely Repremanded 
by Cbateauneuf Keeper of the Seals, he tore 
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their Arret in Pieces and they were order’d to RegV 
fter that of the Parliament of Dijon. The Prefidents 
Galantj Barillon , and Leifnie were fufpended and 
banifh’d into feveral Provinces. After this notable 
Exploit, Jthis Glorious Vidlory over the Rights of 
the Supream Court of Judicature of FranceLewis 
feeing one of his Penfioners by, who was writing 
his Life, he went up to him, and clapping his Hand 
on his Shoulder, faid. Don't forget to put what yoti 
have feen in your Hiflory \ as if it was a Glory that 
deferv’d to be Immortal to fupprefs the Liberty 
of the Parliament, to whofe Charge he cou’d lay 
nothing but that they vindicated the Reputation 
of his Brother. Talon, the Advocate Genera 1 , moft 
humbly befeeching his Majefty in behalf of the 
Three beforemention’d Magiftrates, promifing that 
hereafter they wou*d behave themfelves with the 
Obedience of which the Affembly had always made 
Profefiion. Lewis took him up fhort, faying, Don't 
tell me of your Obedience , if J woud have any one 
learn that Virtue , 1 wcitd put him into a Company of 
my Guards , and not fend him to the Parliament % 
give me half a Do^en of thofe young Corn fell or s who 
tak'd fo loudly , Til place them among my Musket ers y 
Til warrant you they fljall fooner learn Obedience 
than an a Court of lnquefts. Such was the Obe- 
dience the French were to make a Virtue of, theObe- 
dience of Soldiers: A rare Virtue. Thofe that wou’d 
learn it, had beft |;o to Francs , the BritijJ) Obe¬ 
dience as Paffive as it is, is not yet fo much a Vir¬ 
tue. 

Richlieu having thus niortify’d and fiienc’d the 
Parliament, to lefTen the Odium of it, got the King 
to recal the Three Prefidents from their Banifh- 
ment. The Court of Aids at the fame time, made 
a fhew of withftanding the Violences of Richlieu' s 
Tyranny, and when the Count de Soiffons brought 
them feveral Money Edifts to be verify’d, that Prince 
having fent word to the Magiftrates, that he wou’d 
be there at fuch an Hour, they all went out of the 
Court, and he found not one Body there, either to 
receive him or hear him. The Cardinal prefently 
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reprerents it as an Attempt again!! the Authority 
Royal, and they were all Sufpended at once. The 
lofs cf their Places render’d theni lefs fenfible of the 
lofs of their Liberties^ they made their moft hum¬ 
ble Submilliorl to the Cardinal, and after mucii 
Sollicitation and Mediation, they were reltor’d to. 
the Exercife of their Offices. The ftruggles of 
the French to fave their Expiring Liberty were 
weak. They had not Courage enough to refill 
the Tyranny of the Minifter, and their Polls 
were dearer to them than that Precious Freedom^ 
which makes Riches a Blelfing. 

While the Duke of Orleans remain’d in Lorraine, 
the King order’d his Revenues in France to be 
feiz’d, Upon thi£ Gaftoh writes him a Letter full 
of Refentment, which not daring to fend by an 
Exprels for fear he Ihou’d be arrelled as a Gen¬ 
tleman had already been coming on that Errand, 
he enclos’d it in one to the Parliament of Paris} 
and defn 5 d him to deliver it, but the Magillrate^ 
wou’d not open the Packet. In the Letter Gaflori 
wrote the King, he amply fet forth the Methods 
taken by Richlieu to ufurp the Power of the An- 
tient Alayors of the Pallace *, how he abus’d his Ma^ 
jelly’s Name and Authority, how he mifreprelented 
the Actions of the King’s faithful Subjects, and 
put none but his Creatures into Places of Trull 
and Profit *, in a .word, his Reprefentuion of Rich• 
lieu , agrees exaftly with the Chara&er of all wicked 
Minifters} and the Anfwer Lewis return’d to his 
Letter, is what one lhall commonly meet with front 
fuch-as are in high Favour in Arbitrary Govern-; 
meilts. ’ Tis me, (ays the King, you attack and not, 
my Alinifters. T’kefe Alanifeftos are done with an ill 
Intent . Such livings are commonly made vje of to weaken 
the Authority of the Soveraign , to decry , Princes uny 
der Pretence of Exclaiming againft MiniPiers, I 
know the Qualifications of thofe that ferve me, and 
unde/ft and ~>ry Affairs better than thofe that trouble 
themfeIves to talk of them . It is^not for you, tor thofe' 
about you, to cenfure my Actions, or the flit ions of 
fry Min'd] trs'» Who can read this with&lt: Envy- 
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ing the Felicity of France j where neither the King 
nor his Minifters can err* where the {Monarch is 
more Infallible than the Pope ? For if it was pof- 
fible for him or his Favourites to commit Errors, 
the Brother of the King, the Heir Prefumptive to 
the Crown, might certainly cenfure them as he 
is fo nearly concern’d in the Interefts of the State. 
Lewis goes on with that Imperial Air which Dif- 
potick Princes fo much Delight in. Tou have no 
Power even tny Minifters, but I have a right to 
Chaftize your : Domefticks when they do ill , my Coufm 
the Cardinal de Richlieu has on all occasions fervd 
tne with fo much Courage and Fidelity , his Counjells 
have been fo advantageous and fo ufeful to me, that 
I ought 'to Teftifie to all the World the entire Satis- 
faction I have in the fignal Services he has render'd 
me , and every Day continues to render to my Perjon 
and the State. The good Cardinal himfelf is mak¬ 
ing his own Panegyrick, and putting it into the 
Mouth of his Mailer. Such Kings as Lewis was, 
will not only be flatter’d themfelves, they take Plea- 
fure in the Flattery bellow’d on their Minifters, 
and are themfelves fometimes the bafeft of Flat¬ 
terers with refpett to their Favourites. Is not what 
follows of this curious Piece as Ridiculous as a 
Thing can well be f I Jboud not deferve the Sur¬ 
name of } uft, if I did not acknowledge his Services , 
and irsfiead of repenting of what 1 have done for 
him , did not give him new Marks of my Favour as 
Opportunity /ball offer. My Affairs cannot be in bet¬ 
ter Hands. Know therefore once for all\ that I have 
an entire Confidence in him, and that he has never 
dc?te any Thing but by my exprefs Command, and 
With an exafi Fidelity. His Actions oblige me to 
tell you , they can never be enough commended , and 
whatever is done or faid againft a Pcrfon , whom fo 
many Services have recommended and e tide add to tne , 
Ijh all take to be faid and. done again ft tny Jelf. So (ay 
all fuch Minifters and the Favourites of fuch Princes, 
'tis their Mailers that the Fadlions aim at. By Fa¬ 
ctions, they mean, thofe that dare fpeak for the 
good of the Publick, that are fo Sawcy as to talk 
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of Grievances^ Freedom is Fattion, and with ail 
the Duty and AffefUon a good ubieft owes 
his Prince, if the Minifter, who furely, tho’ we 
are told the contrary byLkvois the Juft, does not 
do every'Thing by exprefs Command., is not as 
well pleas'd with him as the Rafter, it is Very well 
if he efcapes the Charge of Sedition. 

If to refill a Minifter be to refill the Prince, the 
Duke of Guife , one of the naoft Zealous Sons of the 
Church, did not fetfo Slliriihg an Example of Paftlvc 
Obedience, as one might expe£t from a Papifi and a 
French Man. He enter’d into a Negotiation with 
the Court of Madrid, to obtain Succours from Spain 
to defend himfelf againll Richlieu . What was Lewis 
then ? Was he a Cypher only ? Or was : not the 
calling in a Foreign Power for his Defence a- 
gainft the Minifter as Criminal as if he had done 
it againll the Prince ? The Truth is, the French 
Lords in thofe Times had not very Scrupulous Con¬ 
fidences in this Point, if they had Strength enough 
they never fail'd of making ufe of it, and doing 
themfeives Right. But Richlieu and Marine did 
not fuffer them to encreafe or maintain their Power, 
and they fince have talk'd as dutifully as the* moll 
Orthodox Nation can do. 

To frighten the Duke of Guife, and ieflen his* Au¬ 
thority- ill the Province of which he was Governor, 
the Prince of Cmde receiv’d an Order to prefide 
in the Aflembly of the States which \va§ then to be 
holden at Treafion , to take Cognizance, of what¬ 
ever related to the King’s Service, and to have a 
watchful Eye on the Conduct of the Governor* 
CWe, whom the Cardinal kept at a diftance from 
Bufmefs, had yearly fiuch aCommiflion to prefide iii 
the Aftembly of the States of one or other of the 
Provinces that preferv’d a fhadow of Liberty, as 
Languedoc , Bretagne and Provence. This was all he 
got by his wonderful Complacency for Richlieu „ 
The Prince lov’d Money, and every Journey he 
made he'was fure to fill his Pockets with Piftoles, 
Each Province prefented him a Gratuity, heaffe&ed 
to be Generous, and fometimes excus'd himfelf front 
U 2 fiecdyJo‘g 
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receiving above three Quarters of what he was of¬ 
fer’d, tho’ he had his Ways to get the other Quar¬ 
ter, and perhaps more afterwards. The Cardinal 
wink’d at it, well enough pleas’d that he cou’d 
plunder any one, as long as nimfelf was blamelefs, 
and Conde never fail’d in his Difpatches to Richlieu 
on thefe Occafions to' mingle a good deal of Pan?, 
gyrick on the Cardinal. His Commiflion gave great 
umbrage to the Duke of Guifc, and an Order he re¬ 
ceiv’d foon after to come to Court frighten’d him 
yet more; Thinking himfelf not fafe in France , he 
demanded leave to go in Pilgrimage to our Lady 
of Loretto. The Cardinal, content that he went into 
a voluntary Exile, procur’d him that Permiflion : 
The Duke went to Florence , and was well receiv’d 
by the Great Duke his Friend \ he was no fooner 
gone, than the Magiflrates of Vrovence haften’d to 
Court with Informations againft him, and he was 
fummon’d to render an Account to the King of his 
Actions. Gitife know ing that Richlieu , who wanted to 
make fpoil of his Offices, wou’d not flick at any thing 
to ruin him, remain’d at Florence j his refufing to obey 
the Summons part for Contumacy, and he was turn’d 
out of all his Polls. The Cardinal did not let any 
Lord keep his Enployment that was known to be 
in the Intereft of the Queen Mother and Gafion. 
Thofe that had offended had no way of obtaining 
Pardon but by refigning their Places the Duke de 
Vendome got his Liberty by giving up his Govern¬ 
ment of Bretagne-, which Richlieu took himfelf j 
the Governments of Picardy and Burgundy were taken 
from the Dukes de Bellegarde and d’ Elbeaf, who 
follow’d the Fortune of the Duke of Orleans. Thefe 
Governments were given to Richheus Creatures, 
and fecur’d to him the Frontiers. However, he was 
not eafy while Aiary de Medicis was lo near as 
Compeigne , and the Marquis de S’Chaumbnt was 
difpatch’d to her, to prefs her Majefly to haflen 
her departure for Moulins \ but Gaft on being in Lor - 
mine and the King in Burgundy , the Queen Mother 
refolv’d to fee what wou’d be the Iffue of thofe 
Commotions, and not to go farther unlefs fhe was 
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forc'd to it. The Queen faid, fhe was inform’d that 
Richlieu intended tohave her carry’d from Moulins 
to Lyons , to embark her on the Rhone % and thence 
tranfport her on Board the Galleys that were ready 
to Italy - and this report was fo common, that the 
Cardinal was forc’d to advife the King to let his 
Mother flay fome Time longer at Compeigne , and to 
name another Place than Moulins for her to re¬ 
tire to. The Marefchal de Schomberg was fent af¬ 
terwards to offer her Monceaux or Mante , and he 
did it fo infolently, that Mary de Media's wrote a 
Letter of Complaint to the King •, but Schomberg 
was a Favourite of Richlieu’ $, and Lewis who heard 
with no Ears, and faw with no Eyes, but his Mini- 
fter’s, did not refent it. The Defignof the Queen 
Mother was to retire of herfelf into the Nether* 
lands , if fhe cou’d not return to Court, nor engage 
the Governor of La Capelle , on the Frontiers, to 
receive her. If he wou’d, fhe refolv’d to defend her 
felf in that Place with the Troops promis’d her by 
the Arch-Dutchefs Ifabella , and thofethe Duke of 
Orleans was to bring her out of Lorrain . Richlieu 
had Intimation of the Queen’s Refolution, to 
leaveThe Kingdom in cafe La Capelle did not open 
her Gates to her, and inftead of taking Meafures 
to prevent it, lie advis’d the King to forward it 
by negleiling the Advices that were given by the 
Marefchal d’ Etrees and others. The Marquis de 
FardffSy Son pf the Governor of La Capelle , was 
gain’d by Richlieu , dealt doubly with Mary^ de Me - 
diets, atfd gave her hopes of receiving her into the 
Place till the very Day of her approaching it. She 
left Compeigne the 18 th of July 1631, attended 
only by five or fix Horfe, When fhe came near 
La Capelle , ardes , who had promis’d to open 

the Gates to her, fent to tell her that his Father 
was come unexpe&ly and had taken on him- 
felf the Command of the Place, fo that he cou’d 
not admit her. .Upon this fhe went fir a it to Avefnes> 
the Firft City in Hainault , travelling Twenty 
Leagues in one Day, and arriv’d the 20th. She was 
Complemented by the Governor of the County of 
U 3 Hainault , 
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Hiiinault^ by the Spanift; AmbafTador, and receiv’d af¬ 
terwards a tMons by the Arch dutchefs her Aunt with 
extraordinary Honours. Her Majefty caus’d fuch 
another Petition to be prefented to the Parliament 
againft Richlieu as Gaft on had done, but the Ma- 
giftrates treated it after the fame Manner, and re¬ 
fus’d to give it a Reading* Do we not remember 
how Mary de Ale diets infulted them during her 
Regency, how fhe contributed to fupprefs the 
Authority of an AiTembly to whom fhe now in 
vain fled for Juflice. So far was the Parliament from 
juftifing her, that they regifter’d a Declaration of 
the fame kind againft her Followers, as was againft 
fhe Followers of her Son Gaftjn. From the Nether¬ 
lands fhe wrote Three Letters in her own Jufti- 
fication, one to the King, another to the Parliament, 
'and a third to the City of Paris . The King’s An- 
fwer fhews how little Princes are govern’d by the 
Laws of Nature when in the Hands of cruel and 
unnatural Minifters. Richlieu tells her in Lewis's 
Name. Suffer me if you pleaje , Madam f to tell you 
that what you have done norv 0 and for fome time 
paft , clearly difeovers to me your Intentions and what 
I am'to expert from you hereafter ^tke RefpeEl I owe you 
hinders me from explaining my felf farther . Her 

three Letters are very moving, and paint the Car¬ 
dinal to the Life in the mod odious colours ima¬ 
ginable, but neither of ’em had any effeft, Lewis 
wou’d not open his Eyes or his Ears. The Pe¬ 
culations charg’d upon the Cardinal by the Queen 
Mother and the Duke of Orleans are almoft infi¬ 
nite. The Duke of Orleans particularly fays in one 
of his Letters. <c That he fent Twenty Mules 
ci loaaen for the mod Part with Gold to Havre 
cc de Grace at one/time ; that he embezled yearly fe* 
<c veral Millions of the Moneys appropriated for 
the Marine \ that he fpent Fifty Millions in the 
u War of Italy, that he wafted above 200 Mil- 
u lions of the Pubiick Treafure,. and fpent in his 
** Houfe Ten times as much as the King. ” The 
Truth is, Richlieu was very Poor before he was 
taken into the Queen s Service, his Family and moft 
of his Relations were Beggars, but he felon rais’d 
'• ' all 
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aH of ’em, and by Marriages and Employments, 
enobrd and enrich d them to the envy of all the 
Antient Nobility. He was Cunning and had a Com 
fcience as well as a Head fit for any thing, yet if 
we look curioufly into his Hiftory, we fhall find 
none of that Opennefs, that Honefty, that Ge¬ 
nerous as well as that exalted Genius which di- 
ftinguifh'd the Heroes ol Antiquity. Religion was 
a Mask he wore to hide his Artifies*, he pre¬ 
tended to a more than ordinary fliare of Devotion, 
but he was in that all Out-fide, as he was all In- 
fide in his Politicks. He was at the bottom Lewd, 
and in fine, what a French Author calls him more 
than once, Le plus grand Scelerate, in France, Ga- 
flon in the abovemeation’d Letter gives one a dread¬ 
ful Idea of the miferable Condition o l France^ where 
thofc deteftables Wretches the Informers were 
in fuli Employment, every one’s Looks were taken 
Notice of, their Sighs ohferv’d, and People did not 
think themfelves fafe in their Clofets. Richlieu , to 
be reveng’d on the Arch Dutchefs for her Pompous 
Reception of the Queen Mother, did his utmoft to 
embroil the Affairs of the Netherlands . The Arch- 
Dutchefs fent the Dean of Camhray to inform the 
Court of France of the Treatment Mary de Me- 
diets had met with in the Low-Countries, and 
offer her good Offices for the Re-union of the Roy¬ 
al Family. Whether Richlieu had heard ofaCon- 
fpiracyof the Lords of that Country, to throw off 
the Spanijf) Yoke after the Death of Ifabella , or whe¬ 
ther he imagin’d the Dean, who was difgufied at 
his having been refus’d the Bifhoprick of Namure y 
wou’d be a proper Perfon to fet fucli a Plot on Foot, 
he had unufual Honours paid him at the Court of 
France. He was fo Carefs’d by the Minifies and fo 
Magnificently entertain’d, that Richlieu made him 
his Friend, and by Promiies and Prefents engag’d 
him to rgive him Intelligence of whatever pad 
in the Netherlands , in the Court of Ifabella , or 
that of Mary de Medicis } whofe Fftate, Dower 
and Goods were feiz'd* 2nd all that ffiou’d go. 
to her or her Son Gaft on , declar’d Guilty i of 
High Treafon, it being the ufual Practice of Ty- 
II 4. cannick 
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rannick Minifters, to call every thing High Trea- 
Ton which aims at putting an end to their Tyranny, 
and the Forfeitures they levy by it, are the fweeteft 
part of the Vengeance they take on their Opponents; 
To be very Rich, with fuch Men, is the fureft way 
to be Criminal, and no Crimes turn fo well to their 
Account as High Treafon. That Life is one cf the 
Forfeitures fignifies nothing. The Richlieus and Ma¬ 
zarines imitating their great Mafter Matchiavel , 
never boggled at any means, however fanguinary 
and unlawful, to rid themfelves of thofe they fear’d. 

The Cardinal de Richlieu having driven the King's 
Mother and Brother out of the Kingdom, to fhew 
how little he was apprehenfive of their being able 
to do him a Mifchief, procur'd Letters Patents to 
creft the little Lordfhip of Richlieu into a Dutchy 
and Peerage, affetting to be call’d the Cardinal Duhe, 
as'was the Duke of Lerma , Favourite of Philip the 
Hid. of Spain. This Man, the vaineft Creature a* 
live, went accompany’d by the Prince of Conde , 
the Dukes de Montmerency y de Chevreufe , de Mont - 
hazjon^ de Retde Crequi , de Ventadour^ the Mare- 
fchals de Vitry , d ’ Etrees , d' Ejfiat y and other Lords, 
to take his feat in Parliament, yet (b over Modeft 
was he, that he wou’d not enter the Hall by the 
Great Door 1 where the Croud waited for his En¬ 
trance, nor wou’d he be prais’d according to Cu- 
ftoni by the Perfon who prefented his Letters Pa¬ 
tents, contenting himfelf with his Eulogy drawn 
up at large in the Preamble and fign’d by the King, 
which was read to the Affembly. But tho’he went 
in at the little Door, he took Precedence of the 
.Duke de Montmerency and all other Dukes who 
bafely yeilded it to him, notwithflanding the Roman 
Purple gave the Cardinal no Rank in Parliament. 1 
f I have already mention’d a Prattiee begun in this 
Reign to ereft Tribunals, on purpofe to Try and 
poridemn fuch as the Court had a mind to take 
off. Richlieu and the Minifters wou’d not truft to 
the Juftice of the Parliament of Paris , who were 
the proper Judges of State Criminals.’ Commif- 
furies were appointed by' the Court, and pack’d 
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Tribunals fet up to deprive the Enemies of the 
Favourite of their Eftates, Liberties and^ Lives. 
The Cardinal to cajole the Parliament, nam’d fome 
of their Members to be of the Chamber of Juftice, 
which he was about to ereft to proceed againft 
the Followers of Mary de Medic is and the Duke of 
Orleans , but the Affembly rais’d Difficulties when 
their Commiffion was offer'd for Verification, in¬ 
filling that all the Members fhou’d be of their 
Body. The Cardinal wou’d not hear of it*, they then 
defir’d only the Deputy of the Proftor Generd^nA 
the Regifter might be of the new Chamber, which 
Richlieu wou’d not confent to, becaufe their Pro¬ 
ceedings wou’d then be liable to be examin’d by 
Parliament, the Regifter having enter’d them 
regularly, according to the Cuftom of that Court, 
This wou’d not anfwer the Ends of the Minifter, 
which was to procure the Condemnation of the 
Perfons accus’d on any or no Proof, and not to fuffer 
the re-hearing of the Procefson any Pretence what- 
foever. Thus were the greateft Lords of France de¬ 
priv’d of their Pofts and Eftates, and their Lives 
had alfo been a Sacrifice to Richlietf s Ambition, 
cou’d he have got their Perfons in his Power. Duvd, 
the Aftrologer beforemention’d, was fent to the 
Galleys, as was alfo Senelle , another fuch Conjurer 
as himfelf ,• the Duke de Roannez , the Marquis de 
Vieuville , and the Countefs du Fargh, were con¬ 
demn’d to be beheaded in Effigy. The Eftates of 
the Duke de Roannez , the Duke d ’ Elbeuf , the Duke 
de Bellegarde y the Count de Moret, the King's Na¬ 
tural Brother, the Countefs his Mother, the Mar¬ 
quis de Boijfi, the Marquis de Bienville, the Marquis 
de Sourdeac, and the Prefident Le Coigneux, were 
Conhfcated. The fweet Revenge of all Men in 
Power who are infenfible of Gratitude and Humanity, 
and are bounded by no Laws, Humane or Divine, 
but juftify all their Adi ions by the Authority Roy¬ 
al* When the Marquis deFttri affaftin d Co rich ini, 
who firft introduc’d Richlieu to Court, he was hated 
by him as an ill wilier to his Miftrefs the Queen 
Regent. Now he isbelov’d for the very fame Real 
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fon, and has the Government of Provence given him, 
on no other Account, but that he was a Perfon 
who bad fo far difbblig*d the Queen Mother, that 
they were fure he woird never be forgiven by her. 
The Parliament of Paris had the Courage to make 
one attempt more for the Prefervation of their 
Rights and Privileges, and when the Court was at 
Metz.-, following the Duke of Orleans in Lorrain , 
they put out an Arret to remonftrate to the King a- 
gainft the erefting of the Chamber of Juftice, and 
to forbid the latter to fit. The Cardinal, inftead of 
hearkening to their Remonftrances, got the King 
to fend for the Magiftrates who had fign’d the 
Arret as far as Lorrain y to Anlwer for their Difor 
bedience. Accordingly the Poor Prefidents and 
Councilors port away in the midft of Winter to 
Met^ where they attended a long time before 
they cou’d procure Audience. When they had that 
Honour, Lewis told them with a fevere Tone, He 
rvoiid for that titne forgive them , but if ever they 
JJjoud offend fo again they Jbou’d dearly pay fort ; 
that he lov 9 d his People better than they , and coud 
tell better how to provide for the Glory and deputa¬ 
tion of his Crown. He forbad them for the future 
to meddle with any Matters but thofe of Meum 
and Turn: . The Prefident de Bellievre faying they 
were bred up in a good School, and wellinftrutted 
in the Duties of Obedience and Fidelity to his Ma- 
jefty, the King took him up faying, You do not 
then very well remember the Lejfonsyou learnt there. 
And all they cou’d fay, coil’d not hinder their being 
oblig’d to dance after the Court till its return to 
St: Germans en Laie . 

During thefe violent Proceedings againft the Fol¬ 
lowers of Adary de Me die is and Gaflon , the latter 
was bufy’d in Lorrain in profecuting his Marriage 
with the princefs Afargaret , Sifter to that Duke, 
and railing Men and Money to invade France. But 
tho’ he marry d that Princefs privately, all his other 
Proieftscame to nothing, occafion’d as much by the 
Mifunderftandings in his Family, as by the Arti¬ 
fices and Power of Richlieu . The Prefident Le 
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Coigneux was for accommodating Matters with the 
Court, the Duke de Bellegarde and others were of 
the fame Sentiments. Puylaurens declar’d againft 
any Accommodation till Satisfattion was given to the 
Duke his Mailer and all his Friends. The Duke 
de Elbeuf and his Party fupported this Opinion, 
which being the more Generous one, was the more 
to Gafton’s Gout and he fent his Favourite Pulyaurens 
to the Netherlands\ to follicite Succours. In this 
Negotiation he had not the dilir’d and expefted 
Succefs, Lems being fo near as he was with a 
Powerful Army, every one was afraid of bringing 
it upon them, and Orleans was forc’d to befatisfy’d 
with large Promifes and a little Money, while Lewis 
made himfelt Matter of Two good Places Vic ^nd 
Moyenvky under Pretext that they were Depen¬ 
dences of»the Bifhoprick of Metz., there were 
German Garrifons in them, but fo thin and fo ill 
provided, that all Refiftance was to no purpofe. 
The Lorrainers and Germans had nothing for the 
Towns but Complaints, and France has ever fince 
been in Pofleffion of them. Richlieu wou’d not re¬ 
turn to Paris , without fome new Acquifitiop^ and 
never did Nation make any fo eafily and fo cheap 
as France . Mary de Medicis who had been mightily 
earned for her Son Gaftons Marriage with the 
Princefs of Lorrain , was flill more exafperated a- 
gainft Richlieu for his ravifhing part of Duke Charless 
Territories from him, at a time when fhe had en¬ 
ter’d into foclofe an Alliance with him. She again 
wrote a Letter to the King to demand Juftice 
againft the Cardinal; but what cou’d fhe expeSfc 
of Lewis , who had order’d > the Eflates and Goods 
ofbis unfortunate Mother to be feiz’d, an Inventory 
of her Moveables to be drawn, her Domefticks to 
be imprifon’d, banilh’d and condemn’d, for High 
Treafon? The Cardinal had hir’d a parcel of mer¬ 
cenary Libellers to vilify his Benefaftrefs as the 
greatefl Enemy to the King and Kingdom, and re- 
folv’d that no fuch Meflage Ihou’d be brought them 
for the future. Lewis , at the Infligation of Rich - 
lieu* told the Meffenger, that if ever fhe wrote 

any 


£oO *Iht Secret Hiftory 

any thing againff the Cardinal, the Bearer of the 
Letter Ihou’d be thrown into Prifon. And having 
oblig’d Charles the IVth, Duke of Lorrain, to en. 
ter into a Diihonourable Treaty with him, which 
was concluded before the King’s return to St. Ger¬ 
mans, Gaflon was forc’d to retire into the Low- 
Countries, where the Arch-Dutchefs receiv'd him 
with as extraordinary Honours as Ihe had fhewn 
his Mother, and entertain’d them at her own Ex¬ 
pence fuitable to their Royal Dignity. 

As loon as he arriv’d at Bruflels, Mary de Medicis 
and Gaflon concerted Meafures for railing Money 
and ftrengthening their Intereft. Dourchaut carryd 
their Jewels to Amfterdam to Pawn, and the Spani¬ 
ards, glad that they had the Prefumptive Heir of the 
Crown of France in their Hands, promis’d won¬ 
ders, in hopes to kindle a Civil War in that King¬ 
dom, and hinder the French fending Succours to the 
King of Sweden and the States. But the Superior 
Genius of Richlieu preferv’d him, and eftablifh’d 
his Authority on the Ruins of all his Enemies. 

Gaflon held a Correfpondence with Walleslein, the 
Imperial General, and the Cardinal did the fame 
with the King of Sweden, who was then at the Head 
of a Vi&orious Army in Germany. The Swedijh 
AmbalTador, Count Horn, defir’d an Interview be¬ 
tween the Two Monarchs, which Richlieu wou’d not 
confent to, apprehenfive that a King who flutter’d, 
as did Lewis the XUIth, and whole Capacity was 
not extraordinary, wou’d expofe himfelf before one 
who talk’d Gracefully and Eloquently in feveral 
Languages as GuFlavus Adolphus did, whofe Genius 
was equal to his Ambition, and who had a Con- 
fummate Experience in Affairs both Political and 
Military. The Cardinal fent his Brother in-Law, 
the Marquis de Brez.e , to excufe this Interview as, 
handfomely as poflible, and being return’d to Ferris, 
prefs’d the Marriage cf his Neice Cosnbalet with 
the Pfince dcSoifJons fo far that the Prince yeilded 
to it, on Condition the King exprefly commanded, 
it, and wou’d give it under his Hand that he de¬ 
fir’d he fliou’d marry her, as being for his Service 
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and the the good of the State. The Cardinal did 
not imagine liis Mailer durfl deny him, and fpoke 
of it to the King, who anfwer’d him in general 
Terms. Richlieu renew’d his Inftances, and oblig’d 
his Friends who were about Lewis, to infinuate to 
him every now and then, that fo Indefatigable a 
Minifter as was the Cardinal deferv’d that Favour. 

At laft tir’d out with their Importunities he told 
them plainly, That he had ferioufly consider’d the 
Matter , and coud not in Prudence confent to it j that 
the Count de Soiflons had already a great Intereh on 
Account of his Rank and Alliances , and to give him 
the Cardinal’s Niece , wou’d put him into a Condition 
to afpire to any Thing , and render him as Powerful 
and perhaps more Powerful than himfelf.' The Prince 
of Conde, jealous of the Agrandiung the Teunger 
Branch of bis Family , wou’d fall in with the Malecon- 
tents, and none wou’d be left with the King but the 
Count , who wou’d both be kept m Perpetual alarm by 
the Cardinal’s Enemies. Richlieu thought fit to dii- 
fernble his Chagrin on this Occafion, and anfwer’d 
in fubmifive and refpeftful Terms. Having mifs’d his 
aim in the Marriage of his Niece, he comforted 
himfelf with the Revenge he was about to take on 
his Enemies. The Marefchal de Mar iliac was the 
firft who felt the weight of it, he was remov’d 
from the Caftle of St. Menehoud , in Campaigne , to 
that of Vtrdun , where Vaubecour, a profefs’d Ene¬ 
my of his, commanded. 'Twas thought the Car¬ 
dinal wou’d have him try’d there, that being at fo 
great diftance from Paris , he might not get his 
Witnefles together. On this and other Accounts, 
the Parliament pafs’d feveral Arrets in his Favour, 
vihichRichlieu wou’d not fuffer to be executed. Com- 
milfionerswere appointed by him, and his Creatures 
to Try the Marefchal at Verdun, but he refilling 
to Anfwer, they threaten’d to Condemn him as a 
Mute*, upon which, after he had protefted againft 
the Injuftice done him, he pleaded to 1O0 Articles 
which were exhibited againft him. The number of 
them was made fo great to render him the more 
Odious to the King. The Marefchal perceiving the 
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Malice and Power of ftisEnemies wou’ddeflroy him \ 
drew up a Petition which was carry’d to Court, 
but the Cardinal wou’d not fufFer it to be prefented 
to the King. The Marefchale his Lady, who follicited 
Fdr jiim at the Louvre , was order’d to leave Paris , 
as were alfo his neareft Relations, to prevent his 
Majefty’s being troubl'd with their Remonftrances 
in his behalf. The Lady Marefchale apply’d to 
Richlieu , who bad his People to tell her he cou’d 
not hear her without the King’s exprefs Order. 
How indeed cou’d this Cruel and Inlolent Pried 
give Audience to the mournful Wife of a Man he 
was about to Murder under the form of Juft ice? 
They had refus’d to let him have his Tryai accord¬ 
ing to due courfe of Law. Richlieu" s Enimies had 
flic fame ufage, as will all the Enemies to Tyranny 
have under Arbitrary and Sanguinary Minifters; 
They were taken off by Men pick’d on purpofe to 
do the Drudgery, fuch as were our Jury-Men, when 
the Shriffs of London^ to gain the Favour of the Court, 
made fure of fuch Men as wou’d dick at nothing to 
take off fuch as an ill Minidry had fird doom’d to 
Defiru&ion. The Cardinal nam’d, for one of the Com- 
\m^A 6 YiQYsduChatelet,thQ prof#fs’d Enemy of Mar iliac j 
Keeper of,the Seals, the Marefchal’s Brother, againd 
whom he had written a virulent Satyr, and did not 
fparethe Marefchal in it. This Man’s Name was Paul 
Hay , ana his Family which was of Bretagne , pre¬ 
tended to be of that Scotch Family, Famous in former 
Days, and likely to be as Famous in future Times, 
for what has happen’d and may happen in this Age. 
He had been a Commiflioner in other State Tryals, 
and was prov’d to have receiv’d ijoooLivres for 
a Bribe to bring a Spaniard off who was try’d in a 
Criminal Cafe. Marillac , Keeper of the Seals, fuf- 
pended him for his Corruption, he being a Coun¬ 
sellor in the Parliament of Paris , and for this did 
du Chatelet bear the Two Brothers mortal Enmity. 
Having a Satirycal Pen, he feli upon them with 
l ibels which he read to Richlieu , who,like other 
fuch Miniders,. took delight in the Scandal brought 
him daily by Parafues and Sycophants. He wrote 
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once againft a Prince, who hearing of it, refotv’d 
to have him cudgell’d to Death, but the Keeper 
of the Seals coming to the Knowledge of it, fav’d 
him by his Mediation } yet the ungrateful Libeller 
continu’d his hatred to the Marillacs, and his Lam- 
poons againft their Friends, not fparing the Car¬ 
dinal de Braille then living, and as for the Mare¬ 
fchal he painted him as a Man that deferv’d no 
lefs than to be bang'd. The Marefchal had therefore 
good Reafon to except againft him, and the Peo¬ 
ple clamour’d fo much at the Injuftice of making 
his Enemy his Judge, that at laft he was ftruck 
out of the’ Lift, as were feveral Counfellors of the f 
Parliament of Dijon, who, tho’ highly difgufted at 
him for Quartering Ills Soldiers upon them in his 
laft march to Italy, yet cou’d they not be prevail’d 
with to Condemn him againft their Conlciences 
and a new fet of Conimiliioners was appointed, 
the chief of which was Chateauneuf, Keeper cf the 
Seals, who had gotten them by the Dilgrace of 
the Marefchal’s Brother. 

Mary de Medicis and Gallon, Duke of Orleans, 
fent every one of the Judges word, that they fhou’d 
one Time or another be call’d to a fevere Account 
for their Proceedings againft the Marefchal de Ma- 
rillac, whofe only Crime was his having ferv’d them 
faithfully. Gallon particularly caus’d two.Sollicitors 
againft him to be threaten’d, that they fhou’d be 
fhot through the Head if they in the leaft tranf- 
grefs’d the Rules of Juftice in their Procefs. He and 
his Mother had contriv'd to have Pome of Richlieu 's 
neareft Relations carry’d off, to keep ’em in Ho- 
ftage for Monfieur de Marillac. The Cardinal be¬ 
ing inform'd of it by his Spies, all their Domefticks 
were commanded to leave Paris, and the Citizens 
forbiden to entertain them under fevere Penalties. 
The New Commiffion was open’d at Pontboife, vvhe- 
ther the Marefchal was brought from Verdun , un¬ 
der the Guard of Monfieur Puyfugur, who was of¬ 
fer’d ioooo® Crowns if he wou’d let him Efcape, 
which he generoufiy refus’d. There lias been In- 
ftances of the Generosity of the Soldiery under Ty- 
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fanttick Minifters. They have behav’d themfelves 
like Men of Honour, and wou’d not Sacrifice it to 
die Power of a prevailing Faftion. They wou’d not 
vilify* the Generals they had ferv’d under with Glory, 
nor, as far as they cou’d hinder it, fuffer them to be 
vilify’d, for which Guilty and Cowardly Minifters 
have born them implacable hatred, and taken all 
Opportunities to mortify and humble them , but 
thofe Inftances are few, and the Soldiers, whofe 
Fortune depends on Courts, have generally been 
the Inftruments of their Defpotick Government, 
They are not the greateft Politicians in the World, 
they judge commonly by the Prefent, thofe that 
% can lerve them now, may be pretty fure of their 
Service. 

The Cardinal was fo afraid of Marillac 9 s making 
his Efcape, that he order’d him to be remov’d once 
more, from Ponthoife toRuel , a Houfe of his own be¬ 
tween Paris and St. German en Laie : Where upon 
theTeftimony of Witnefles fuborn’d for that purpofe 
by his Enemies, he was condemn’d to be Beheaded 
by Judges fuborn’d alfo to Condemn him; the 8th 
May i6-2. Yet of thofe Judges len out of 
Three and Twenty gave their Opinion that his 
Crimes did hot deferve Death. Upon News of 
his Condensation, his Relations flew to St. Ger¬ 
mans en Laie , to implore the Kings Mercy *, they 
apply’d firft to the Cardinal, who they knew manag’d 
all Things at his Pleafure. Richlieu pretended to 
be in a great furpnze when he heard it, tho he 
was well inform’d of every Circumftance of the 
Procefs and Tryal. You tell me 7 fays he, what 1 
never heard of before , I am forty Monfieur de Ma- 
rillac has brought himfelf by his own Fault into this 
Condition 7 go to the King , he is MercifulMy Lord , 
reply’d one of them, will you be pleas'd to inter * 
ceed for the Marefchal ? The Cardinal anfwer’d 
again ibllenly,(?o^ the Fling. Upon this they threw 
themfelves at his Majefty’s Feet, who told them. 
He woud fee what he had to do> and bad them to 
retire. They then return’d to Richlieu , who ask’d 
them, If they had Spoken to the King « Tes 7 yes 7 , re- 
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^ly’d one of the Marefchal’s Kinfman, But his Ma- 
Jefty only told us he rvoud fee what he had to do, 
and then commanded uf to retire . / advife you to 
Obey him , reply’d the Cardinal. Another of Mon- 
fieur de Marillac's Relations, prefling him, he (aid 
Angrily, I advife you to retire as the King bad youj 
and novo I commend you to do it . The Poor Gentle¬ 
men feeing there wereno Hopes, return’d to Paris, 
whither the Marefchal was brought bound like a 
Common Criminal, and beheaded at Le Greve^ the 
Execution* The main Charge againft this 
JvlarefclH of France was Peculation ^ a Crime which 
he teem’d to wonder how they cou’d imagine a 
Man of his Rank cou’d be Guilty of, and ’twas 
generally thought, that the Mifapplicatioris of the 
Soldiers Money laid to his Charge were without 
Foundation, at leaft, that they cou’d hardly make it a 
Mijaemeanodr. To all the Articles that were brought 
againft him when his Sentence was read, , he made 

a brave Speech becoming his Quality and Con¬ 
dition, but in the end he cou.d not help crying 
out feveiral times, Peculdl Bon Dieu! y Bon Died 
Peculdt. . ' ' 1 ’ 

The Cardinal was not fatisfy’d with the* Blood 
of this Gentleman, he fet his Libellers to work td 
blacken Ins Memory after his Death, and anion* 
the reft, the' infamous duCfodtelet before nlerition’d** 
who had Sworn before the King that he was not 
the Author of the Libel^whicji had already been' 
fpoken of, and afterwards own'd he was, for which 
he Was tent to Prifon. To get out, he undertook 
to write a Vindication of the Tryal of the'Mare - 
fchal de Marillac, for People talk’d Very freely up¬ 
on it, and it was the general Opinion that it was 
hot manag'd as ; it ought to have been. 

The InjufHce of it reflefting upon the CardinaL- 
he employ’d his Hirelings to abufe the Marefchal in 
, and Poltron , Robber and Factious were 

tne belt Terms they had for him. The Defen- 
ciers of the Queen Mother on the contrary, repre- 
lent him as a good ChrifHan, a good Statesman, a 
hne ufmleman, and a great General. We are' not 
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farther concern’d in his Character, than to fhew 
the Tyranny of Richlieu in opprefling Men of Merit, 
and ’tis certain, that had the Marefchal had lefs, 
the Cardinal wou’d not have been To jealous of his 
Rivalfhip, nor have gone out of the way fo much 
to rid himlelfof a Competitor, which, as his Crea¬ 
ture fets him out, cou’d never have been a dange¬ 
rous one. When the Queen Mother heard of the 
Dejith of Monfieur de Mar iliac •, lhe was fo enrag’d, 
that fhe threaten’d to ferve Richlieu in the fame 
Manner if ever it was in her Power, which her 
threatening him fo was one of the fareft ways to 
hinder. 

The Sacrifice of a Marefchal of France to the 
Vengeance of the Minifter, did not fo far difpirit 
the great Lords that they durft not think of means 
of delivering themfelves from the Slavery he was 
bringing upon them. The Province of Languedoc 
was highly difgufted at the lofs of their Privileges, 
and the Duke de Montmerency , who had been en¬ 
gag’d in the Interefls of Mary de Medicis and the 
Duke of Orleans , by his Nephew the Bifhop of 
j4lby, knew how to improve that difguft in their 
Favour. He was Governor of the Province, and 
retir’d to it in Difcontent, which encreas’d, for 
that Richlieu feem’d to difpife it, at leaft, not to 
think it deferv'd his giving himfelf much trouble 
about it, imagining no Body wou’d dare to oppofe 
his Tyranny, after they had been Witnefles of the 
fate of Marillac. The Duke de Montmerency had 
been a long time prepar’d for an Intrigue with 
Gaflon , and his Mother, by his Wife, a Princels 
of the Houfe of Vrfins , related to that of Medicis. 
But he did notenter deep into it, till after his re- 
turn to Languedoc , and when Gaflon was at Brujfels. 
The firft Publick ftep he took, which fliew’d his 
Difcontent, was, his prefling the Court to re-efta- 
blifh the States of Languedoc, and the abolilhing 
the Lie tis • Richlieu wou’d not confent to the lat¬ 
ter, and as to the former he did it with fuch Re¬ 
straint, that the States found themfelves reftor’d 
to the Name, without any Authority but what the 

Court 
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Court pleas’d to allow them by their Commiflioners, 
Who were always to aflift at their Affemblies. 
After this Montmerency demanded the Office of 
Marefchal General, his Father and Grand-father ha¬ 
ving fucceflively held that of Conftable, fupprefs’d on 
the Death of the Conftable Lefdifiueres } he atfb 
demanded the Government of rhe City and Citadel 
of Montpellier, kichlieu evaded his Demands, and 
in fuch a manner, that he faw he was to expert 
nothing more than he had. An event had happen’d 
before he left the Court, which made him the 
more unealy there, and the more wiUing to quit it; 
He had a Quarrel with the Duke de Chevreufe, and 
fent the Marquis de Prajlin to him, to defire,they 
might come to an Eclairciffement, Prajlin receiv’d 
a fatisfartory Anfwer, but as he was going away, a 
Gentleman, belonging to the Duke, drew upon him, 
Chevreufe feeing it drew alfo, and the Duke de Mont- 
tnerency , who was in fight, running to the Affi- 
ftance of Prajlin , a Combat enfu’d, feveral Lords 
ran in to part them and their Seconds.- The two, 
Dukes were too great to be arrefted without the 
King’s exprefs Order; the others were fent to the 
Guard, and thence to the BajHlle. The King was 
highly offended with the Dukes for fighting in 
his Houfe, and order’d Montmerency to retire to 
ChantiUi , and Chevreufe to one of his Houles. The, 
Courtiers were, as ufual, divided on this Occafion, 
fome took the Part of Chevreufe , others that of 
Montmerency', among the latter was tlie Duke de 
St, Simon, the Favourite, which the Dutchefs de 
Chevreufe , who fince her return to Court, was very 
much in the good Graces of the Cardinal, to re¬ 
lented that, from that time fhe began to let Rich- 
lieu again ft him, and his Difgrace vyas the ConfeJ 
quence of it. For Levels rhe XUItb, was hot, as. 
has been faid, more Mafter of himfelf than of his 
Kingdom, he will’d as he reign’d, as his Minifter 
wou'd have him * he lov’d and hated by Direction, 
not Choice, and kichlieu knew too well how to 
make Advantage of his Weaknefs to the Deftrurtion 
of all that oppos’d him* 

X * During' 
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During the Retreat of the Duke de Mont - 
merency at Chantilly he talk’d freely enough of 
Richlieuj and his Friends perceiv’d that it wou'd 
end in a Rupture*, to prevent it, they fet forth his 
own Impotence and his Enemy’s Power, and advis’d 
him to temporize. But when he was in Languedoc , 
the Bifhop of Alby, who held a drift Correfpon- 
dence with Mary de Medici's and Gallon at Brujfels, 
found means to work up his Refentment to the 
pitch they defir cl. He reprefented to hmi, that 
he was a Perfon of more Confideration in the King* 
dom than the Duke d’ Epernon , who, however, 
oblig d the King to Sign a Declaration, that what 
he did for the Queen Mother was for the good of 
the State, What are you afraid of, faid the Bifhop, 
the Gentlemen and People of the Province will de¬ 
clare for you , and fecond your Defigns, the Succefs 
of which will be the more Glorious, for that you will 
tit once deliver the Widow and Son of Henry the 
Great from the Oppreffion of a Mini ft er univ erf ally 
hated , and detefted by all hrance as the mo si mi¬ 
grate ful and wicked Wretch that ever was. What 
is this Italian Prelate doing ? Is he not Preaching 
Refiftance to a French Lord ? If to refill any one 
in Authority under the Soveraign be a damnable 
Sin, as one, wou’d think it is by the 12th of Car . 
Sec. what Damnation wou’d Delbene , Bifhop of 
Alby, bring upon his Unkle thefirfi: Chriftian Baron 
in Europe t Muft Alontmerency take Arms,becaufe the 
Minifler will not make him Marefchal General} Is 
there any Inftance of fuch daring in the Reign of 
the Son of Lewis the XHIth ? What wou’d become 
of a Duke, Peer and Marefchal now, if he fhou’d 
offer to ftand on Terms in his Government? It 
was not fo bad with the French a Hundred Years 
ago, they had not forgot that there was a Time 
when the French were Free, and did not imagine 
there wou’d ever come one, when the very Name 
of Freedom fhou’d be a Terror to them. The Bifhop 
of A 1 by continuing his Conferences with Montme - 
rency , wrote at fall to Gallon that he did not def- 
pair of his declaring for him, if he cou’d enter, 
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France with a few Troops, only to be able to make a 
(land againft the firft fhock of the King’s. The Duke 
of Orleans engag'd to enter France with jooo Horfe, 
and that the Duke of Lorrain fhoud make a Diverfion 
with 15000 Men. But the Irrefolution and Inconftan- 
cy of that 1 rince was fucli, that it fpoil’d all the Pro¬ 
jects which had the lead Dependance on him. Rich - 
lieu s Spies giving him Intelligence tha^t fomething 
was on the Anvil in Languedoc to his Prejudice, he 
wrote to the Marquis des Fojfe^ Governor of Mont¬ 
pellier, of his own Head, and without the King’s 
Knowledge, to fecure the Perfon of the Duke de 
Montmerency , who came often to that City, and 
had fo many Friends there, that be got Intima¬ 
tion of the Orders des Fojfez. had receiv’d from 
Richheu , which being known, the Gentlemen of the 
Neighbourhood came immediately and offer’d their 
Service to the Duke, and advis’d him to fecure the 
Marquis des FoJfez y and to make himfelf Mailer 
of the Citadel, the Garrifon of which was weak. 
But Montmerency had not then determin’d to de¬ 
clare for Ga&on , and contented himfelf to accept 
of the Guard they brought him to Conduft him 
to his own Houfe, where he remain’d fometime in 
uncertainty. He fent the Captain of his Guards 
to Court to affure Richlieu of his Fidelity, but 
the Cardinal was too cunning to be impose! upon, 
and wrote to the Arch Bifhop of Na-bonne to Vaur 
deronne , Intendant of the Province, and every one 
that was devoted to the Court to obferve and op- 
pore him. Montmerency wou’d not have had the 
Duke of Orleans come fo (oon as he did, he was 
not fo well provided to receive him as he wou’d 
have been, and befides, the time concerted for his 
entering Languedoc was not come. But the Duke 
of Lorrain , who was bent upon breaking the fatal 
Treaty he had made with Lems , which pur Afar- 
fal , his beft Town into the French King’s Hands, 
preffing Gafton to haften his Irruption, for that 
the French Army was coming down upon him, 
the Duke oil Orleans parted from Bruffels , and 
paarch’d to Burgundy , accompany d by a Body of 
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Horfe. He gave the Duke de Montmetency Notice 
of his Approach. The Duke was furpriz’d at Gaftori* s 
Precipitation, and found himfelf further engag'd 
than he defir’d to be. His Friends advis'd him to 
difown the Proceedings of the Duke of Orleans , 
who coming before the Time agreed upon, bad 
broken that Agreement, and Montmerency was dif- 
engag’d from any Promife he had made him.' 
But that Duke was too Generous to abandon a 
Young Prince, who, in Confidence of his Friendfhip, 
y/as lo far advanc’d in the Kingdom, and wou’d be 
at the Cardinal’s Mercy without his Affiftance, which 
he again promis’d him, and fet himfelf to engage the 
States then Aflembled at Pe^enaSy to fecond him, 
faying to Soudhfillesy Captain of his Guards, as he 
went out of his Clofet, Dear Friend , the Die is 
flung ,. 'Ti* too late Sir^ reply’d the Gentleman hear¬ 
tily griev’d at it, Tou have forgot vour True Ime¬ 
reti , and the Interefl: of your Friends and Servants . 
Ifhinky at leafly that you are going to rum \t Province 
that has alnays lov'd you , and been belov'd by you . 
* Twill become a Prey to Two or Three Armies^ that 
will on all Sides Ravage it. Are not you afraid of 
feeing one Day reproach'd for all the Miferies which 
you will infallibly raife to Languedoc. The Duke 
ieem’d to be a little touch’d at what his Faithful 
Servant faid, but flattering himfelf that no Honeft 
Man cou’d blame his Undertaking, to deliver the 
King’s Mother and Brother from the Perfection 
of a Revengeful Minifter, it did not alter his Re- 
folution \ in the Profecution of which, he caus’d the 
Perfons of the Arch Bifhop of Narbomie y of the 
King’s Gommiflaries Hemeri and Miron , and of 
the Intendant Tauderonney to be fecur’d. The States 
of the Province, not fo well convinc’d of the Do- 
£lrine of Paffive Obedience , as they have been fince 
they have not had the Power to Refift, made a fort 
of Declaration, wherein they defir’d him To Vnite 
his Jnterefls infeparably from thofe of the Province , 
as they in like manner will ]ryn theirs with his , to 
the end that both might all together for the King's 
Service^ and the Welfare end £afe of the Province ? 
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There are fo many curious and moving Paflages in 
the Story of this Gentleman, Moniieur de Montme- 
rcney, the Richeft, and moft Noble Lord in France , 
and it fo well Ihews us of what Severe and Inexora¬ 
ble Tempers were Lewis and his Minifters, that the 
Reader will not be difpleas’d with the Detail of it \ 
which, however, Ihall be Ihorcen’d in proportion to 
the other Parts of this Hiftory. 

Before the Cardinal wou’d let the King march 
againlt his Brother, that there might be no Diver- 
lion on the Side of Lorrain , he put him upon an 
Expedition which reduc’d that poor Duke to a worle 
Condition than the former Treaty •, for having im» 
mediately taken Three or Four Towns, and threat- 
ning to Invert Nanci , the Capitol, the Duke was 
forc’d to beg a Peace, which he procur’d by the 
hard Terms of delivering up Stenai and Jametz ., 
Twoofhisbeft Places, as alfo Clermont in "Torgone. 
That he Ihou’d give Free Paflage through his Coun¬ 
try to the Troops of France, joyn his own to the 
King’s, and renounce all Treaties and Engagements 
with Mary de Medicis, Cafton , or any of his Ma- 
jefty’s Enemies ; which Charles promifing to do, 
the Three or Four little Towns which Lewis had 
taken, were reftor’d to him, and the King turn’d 
his Arms againft the Duke of Orleans and Montme- 
rency. The former, who had enter’d France at the 
Head of 2000 German, Spanifl), Flemifi and French 
Horfe, found the Country in no difpofition to afiift 
him. The Towns fhut their Gates againft him 
wherever he came : The French , intimidated by the 
Cruelty and Authority of Richlieu, were afraid to 
look on Liberty when he offer’d it to them, or at 
leaft were afraid he had it no more at his Heart 
than his Brother, however ’twas in his Mouth. 
TwoFalfe Steps in the beginning of their Enterprize 
contributed very much to the Ruin of it, and thofe 
were the Duke de Montmerency’s negle&ing to pof- 
fefs himfelfof the Cities of Montpelier and Narbonne, 
and giving his Enemies Time fo to ftrengthen their 
Garrifons, that he durft not afterwards attempt it. 
\Vhen Monljeur arriv’d in Languedoc , he brought 

* not 


312 The Secret Hijlory 

nor Money enough for his Subfiftance, and the Duke 
de Montmerency , who had 500000 Livres in his 
Treafurer’s Hands at Paris, had not taken Care to 
have it return'd to him, by which means Richlieu 
came to the Knowledge of it, and feiz’d it* The 
Duke d 3 Eptrnon, Governour of Guyenne, and very 
powerful in the Neighbouring Provinces, feveral of 
which he had formerly been Governour of, was 
Montmrencys Friend, and not very well with the 
Court, yet he omitted to found him, till d' Epernon 
faw the Affair was too defperate, and refus’d to 
embark in it. 

There happen’d a Paflage between the Dukes de 
Lefdifguieres and Montmerency, which will explain 
to us further what was the Obedience the Lords of 
France were difpos’d to praftife in this Reign. The 
latter fending a Gentleman to Complement the 
Duk ede Lefdifguieres, on his having the Conftab^e s 
Staff, that Officer, who had a particular refpett for 
Montmerency, demanded how it went with him, and 
the Gentleman making anfwer, Things went as well 
as coud be expelled with a Toung Lord , Magnificent 
and Liberal , ador d in Languedoc, and in Favour at 
Court. That’s very well, reply’d the Old Soldier, 
But I wijb him better ft ill, pray tell him from me, that 
befhou d from Ti?ne to Time refletl on the Greatnefs 
if his Birth , his Perfonal Qualities, and the Pofls he 
p'frflh. Ife will then find it diffccult, with fo many 
Advantages, to avoid the Envy of Courtiers, and the 
fealoufy of Favourites. Iexperienc’d it in the Progrefs 
of my Fortune The befi Precaution a Man of his 
Quality can tale , is never to be furprizfd in his Go¬ 
vernment, cr elfewhere, but always to have wherewith 
to Arm 10000 Men, and 200000 Crowns in his Cof¬ 
fers, which is very eafy for him to da, he is Rich 
enough. 7 ell him alfo, if you will, that befides this, 
he Jhoifd get as many Places and Governments as 
he can , either by Money or Favour, and efpecially 
Pont St. Efprit. Such a Reputation as this, tho 9 not 
exalt ly True , got me more Confidoration at Court , and 
amongft thefe that envyd my Fortune, than all the 
Aft ions l am now flatter d upon* Montmerency had 
J ' ' 1 " ' ‘ peithep 
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neither 20000a Crowns in his Coffers, nor where¬ 
with to Arm 10000 Men, nor any Places of con fi- 
derable Strength, and Gaft on brought him few Troops 
and no Money, Meafures fo ill concerted were not 
likely to fucceed. Orleans fent the Count du Fargis , 
who fided with him, to Spain, to Negotiate Matters 
at that Court. He was follow'd by the Famous 
Voiture , a Domeflick of Gaftons , the moft Celebra¬ 
ted Wit of his Time: His Letters are to this Day, 
the Standard of Gallantry and Politenefs, fmall 
Allowances being made for the Alteration in the 
Language and Manners. But notwithftanding his 
Politenefs and Gallantry, he got nothing but good 
Words from the Count Duke d’ Olivares, who then 
Govern’d Spain. The King order’d-the Marefchals 
de la Force and Schomberg , to march before him to¬ 
wards Languedoc , and enter the Province two fe- 
veral ways, to weaken Orleans's Army, by obliging 
him to divide. The Vifcount de la Strange , who 
was raifing a Regiment for him, being taken, was 
Condemn’d to Death by the Intendant,and Beheaded, 
notwithftanding the Remonftrances and Threats of 
Gafton , who was foon reduc’d himfelf to the Necef- 
fity of accepting the Conditions that were offer’d 
him. The Marefchal de Schomberg having laid Siege 
to St. Felix , a fmall Place poffcfs’d by the Duke de 
Montmerency , the Duke, who was brave to a Fault, 
relolv’d to relieve it # The Two Armies engag’d at 
Caftelnaitdai } that of the Dukes of Orleans and 
Montmerency , animated by Montmerency ’s Example, 
at fir ft had fo much the better of the King’s, that 
turning to the Duke of Orleans , he Laid, The Day, 
Monfieur, is your orvn } you will Triumph over all your 
Jinemies, and re-unite the Mother and the Son, mean¬ 
ing the King and Mary de Media's. But Fortune 
in a very little while declar’d for the other Side : 
The Superiority of Numbers, and their Experience 
prevail d, and the Army of the Two Dukes was not 
only routed, but Montmerency wounded, and taken 
Prifoner. 1 he Duke of Orleans retiring to Bederes , 
and being furrounded by the King’s Forces, the In¬ 
habitants of Languedoc throwing doy/ri their Arms 

W4 


314 Secret Hi ft ory 

and the Town throwing open their Gates, on Pro- 
jnife of Pardon, Gaft on accepted the Conditions that 
Bullion , Counfellor of State, and the Cardinal’s Crea¬ 
ture, wasorder’d to make him. Accordingly, after 
a little wrangling on both Sides, the Treaty was 
Sign’d the 2$th of September , 1632, andnoProvi- 
fion made for the Safety of Monfieur de Montme- 
rency , who had lo generoully ventur'd his Life and 
large Fortune, in the Service of his Royal High- 
nefs and the Queen Mother. Nay, very few of his 
Followers were taken care of; the Duke de Belle- 
garde , the Prelident he Coigneux and Manfigot, were 
forbidden to follow him to Tours,' where lie was per¬ 
mitted to refide *, and the Duke d’ Elbeuf with much 
ado, got the Liberty to retire to one of his Country 
Seats. Gafion difmifs d his Foreign Troops, having 
pawn’d his Plate to pay them, and his French Soldiers 
Disbanded of themfelves. Two Days after the 
Treaty was Sign’d, the Duke of Orleans went to 
Tours , haying left a Letter for Richlieu , wherein he 
difown’d the Manifefto he put forth when he enter’d 
the Kingdom, declaring ’twas written without his 
Knowledge. That is not all, he proteftcd he never 
had an Efteem for the Cardinal’s Eminent Virtues, 
and Important Services, even when he was rnoft 
Angry with him. A Meannefs one wou’d hardly 
have thought the Son of Henry the Great cou’d be 
Guilty of *, but heconfefs’d afterwards, he did it on¬ 
ly to fave the Duke de Montmerency , and that never 
T/ince of his Birth , fell into fuch a State of Dejeclion 
as he then did. 

Lewis held the Aflembly of the States of Langue¬ 
doc, and after Chateauneuf had feverely reprimand¬ 
ed them for the lhare they had in the late Rebellion, 
the King’s Clemency in pardoning them was exagge¬ 
rated, and his Royal GoodneIs, in Re eftablilhing 
their Privileges, and fupprefling the El efts, at a 
time when they had fo ill deferv’d it. The Truth 
was, the Court thought fit to humour them in things 
which they cou’d eafily recal afterwards, that the 
Death of the Duke de Montmerency might not occa- 
fion new Troubles. For that Duke was ejtreamly 
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well belov’d all over France, and efpecially in Lan¬ 
guedoc, of which he was Governor. To be belov’d, 
and to deferve it, is a Terrible Crime, when fuch 
Minifters fo haughty and hated a* Richlieu , are in 
Authority. They envy that Affe&ion of the People, 
which they feem to difpife more than others envy 
their Power, and will let no Opportunity flip of 
deftroying them. 

The V irtue of Anne of Auflria, Mother to Lewis 
theXIVth, was not much queflion’d by them, as 
by Lewishtt Husband, whofe Jealoufy the Cardinal 
was always increafing by his Calumnies and Mifre- 
prefentations. It happen’d, that the Duke de Mont¬ 
morency had that Queen’s Picture in a Bracelet of 
Diamonds round his Arm when he was taken, which 
being told Richlieu, he prefently acquainted the King 
with it, and gave it the worft Turn he cou’d, to 
render him inflexible to the Petitions he expe&ed 
wou’d be prefented him, in behalf of that Unfortu¬ 
nate Duke, who Wounded as he was, and not fure 
of recovering, was to be Sacrifis’d to the Cardinal’s 
Revenge. Several Lords of the King’s Council, 
try’d to difpofe him to Mercy, but Richlieu' s Council 
prevail’d againft all of them. Twas no hard mat¬ 
ter to make out his Procefs, he had treated with Spain. 
and was taken in Arms, wherefore Lewis declar’d 
he wou’d follow his Father’s Example, in the Affair 
of the Marefchal de Biron , and prevent the Rebellion 
of the Great lords for the future, by the Exemplary 
Punilhment of Montmerency. He of himfelf inclin’d 
to Severity, and the Cardinal never let him learn any 
Leflons of Clemency and Humanity. Gafton hear¬ 
ing the Duke was order’d to T luloufe, in order to 
his Procefs, fent Vaupot , one of his Gentlemen, to 
the King, to demand his Pardon, in the Name of, 
the Duke of Orleans his Mailer. F’aupot threw 
himfelf thrice at the King’s Feet, to implore his 
Mercy for Monfieur de Montmerency , but he cou’d 
only get an Anfwer in general Terms. The next 
who came to interceed for him, was the Duke d’ 
Angouleme'i Secretary, who w t as order’d to apply 
hitpfelf ftri| to the Cardinal, yylip reply’d fternly* 
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Why does Monfieur cT Angouleme meddle with this 
/Matter ? This is an Affair of State , and not a Fa - 
mily Affair. The Count d * Aletz ., the Duke d 9 
Angouleme' sSon, and the Duke^e Ret prefented the 
Seretary to the King, and feconded his Inftances^ 
but Richlicu prevented their Endeavours having any 
good effeft, telling them plainly, Monfieur de 
Montmerency was become infupportable and fo En - 
yious, that he cou y d not endure to fee any Body a- 
hove him . The Old Duke d > Epernon came from 
Guyenne to Touloufe , to SoIJicite in behalf of his 
Friend the Duke de Montmerency \ he fell down 
upon his Knees, and was beginning a lo ng Speech, 
which he ended after his Majefty had rais’d him. 
The King did not feem to be at all fenfible of 
any Thing he faid to him, fo he beg’d leave to re. 
turn to Guyenne . ^ 4 y y with all my Hearty fay s Lewis ^ 
/ fhall not fiay hers long my Jelf E>’ Epernon was 
very much affii&ed for the Misfortunes of his 
Friend, and went flrait to the Princefs of Conde , 
Montmerency ? s Sifter, who was at her Houfe near 
Touloufe , whither ftie had come with all Diligence 
to mediate for her Brother. But the King forbid 
her to come to Court while he ftay’d at Touloufe , 
fo fhe was forc’d to SoIJicite by the Interpofition 
of others. Cardinal Richlieu had been to Vifither, 
and was coming out of her Houfe as the Duke 
d % Epernon came in. 

The Cardinal, as great a Comedian as ever was, 
afted a Part then which made every Body laugh, 
as much as they were troubled for the Duke de 
Montmerency . A Gentleman fent privately by Rich- 
lieu , made as if he was in queft of a Friend of his 
at Cluzely fo the Princefs’s Houfe was calFd, and 
fearch’d it very narroivly before Richlieu came 
thither. As he alighted out of his Coach, he caft 
his Eyes about as if he was in great dilquiet and 
afraid of Aflaifins lying in wait for him*, at laft 
he went in, accompany’d by Bullion *his Confident, and 
going direftly to the Princefs’s Chamber, fne forget¬ 
ting her Quality, threw herfelf at his Feetto foften 
his hard Heart and obtain his Interceffion for her 
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Brother; Richlieu let her Kneel fome time, and 
fell himfelf upon his Knees, Weeping as heartily as 
the Princefs herfelf, and feem’d in mortal Affli&ion 
for that he cou’d not prevail with the King to fhew 
Mercy to Moniieur deMontmerency ? he promis’d her 
that he wou’d try again, But that there may he the 
more hope of my Succeeding, added h e, pray. Madam, be 
pleas'd to let me advife you to remove a little far • 
ther from the City. That fhe might not have fo 
many Opportunities to apply to the King by her 
Friends at a Court that was within a League of her. 
People of all Conditions mediated for Montmerency , 
St. Previf the Officer who took him, and du Chatalet y 
mention’d in the Procefs of Marefchal de Marillac , 
fell both at the King’s Feet, the Cardinal de la Vdette 
did the fame } and even the Duke de Chevreufe, who 
had fo lately had a Quarrel with the Dukede Montf 
merency , appear’d as zealous for him as the beft of his 
Friends. Publick Proceflions were made, at which 
feveral Perfons of Quality affifted 3 to pray GOD to in¬ 
cline the King’s Heart to Mercy. Mercy y Mercy, cry’d 
a Croud of People at the ’Gates of the Pallace. 
The King demanding what was the matter, the 
Marefchal de Chatillon who alfo interceeded for the 
Marefchal de Montmerency , his Kinfman, faid, Sir, 
If your Majefty will look out of the Window , you 
will have Companion on thofe Poor People, who im¬ 
plore your Clemency for Monfieur de Montmerency. 
If I fljou’d do as the People woud have me , reply’d 
Lewis, I Jfjou'd not aft like a King . Happy, ye Peo - 
pie who have fuch a Monarch for your Matter? 
Who will do what his Minifter, ajid not what his 
Subjects wou’d have him. Are Sub;e£s made only 
for the Paffion of Princes? And Millions of Souls 
equal, all in the Eye of Heaven to that of the Prince, 
not to be confider’d when the Humour of their 
Matter is againft it ? If I fioud do as the People 
wou d have me. For whom are Kings made but for 
their People, and fhou'd not they do as thefe wou’d 
have them, whom they were made for ? God the 
Judge of the World, will judge of thefe Things 
if Men mutt not, and to him let us leave the De- 
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cifion of a Canfe that is not at all Times to be 
judged upon Earth. 

One may very well wonder why the Prince of 
Conde does not all this while appear among thofe 
that interceeded for his Brother-in Law, but the fear 
of difpleafing the Cardinal, added to the hope of 
fo Rich a Succefiion as was that of Montmerency , 
which was likely to come to his Family, made him 
too Cold in this matter. He let his Wife mourn 
for both of them, and went to hold an Afiembly 
of the States of Burgundy , to whom he made a long 
Panegyrickon Richlieu , whofe Hands were then red 
With the Blood of his Wife’s Brother. The He- 
roick Behaviour of the Marefchal Duke de Mont - 
tnerency from the beginning of his Procefs to the 
end of it, and to the Execution of his Sentence is a 
Glory to his Memory, which brightens it more 
than all the Attionsof his Life. *Ti$ fo well known 
that I fhall not enter into the Particulars, and take 
notice only of one or two that are moll remarkable. 
Chateuneuf ‘ who had been his Father’s Page, pre* 
Tided at his Examination and Condemnation, When 
the Duke appear’d firfl before him, he, according 
to Cuftom, ask’d his Name, My Namey reply’d 
Montmerencjy You ought to know it y you Eat long 
enough of my Father’s Bread. When the Mercenary 
Judges condemn’d him, they all wept, and even 
Chateauneuf \ who wou’d have condemn’d Ten fuch 
Dukes to have oblig'd Richlieu , cou’d not refrain 
fome Tears when he fign'd the Arret. His Con* 
felTor, the Jefuit Amoux , relating to the King, after 
the Marefchal Duke was Beheaded, feveral Parti¬ 
cularities of his Death, added, Your Majefty has 
made a great Example upon Earth by the Death 
of Afonfieur de Montmerency, and GOD by his Mercy 
has made a great Saint in Heaven. 1 wifljy fays 
LewtSy / coud have contributed to his Salvation by 
milder Methods. When the Count de Charlus t whcr 
was fent to fetch the Duke’s Marefchal’s Batoon, 
ana Ribon of the Order, brought them to the King, 
Lewis was playing at Cheft with Monfieur Lion - 
cour y who barft out into Tears at the Sight of it. 
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as did all the Lords of the Court who were pre- 
fcnt; the Kingfaw it with Difpleafure. Their for- 
rows was a tacit Reproach of his Cruelty, but 
they cou’d not conceal their Grief, and all of them 
fell down at his Feet to beg Mercy for Montme- 
rcncy, he reply’d, fulienly, There’s none for him , 
he muff Die, The Good God of Heaven be thank’d ! 
that cruel Kings and Minifters can do no more, 
that they can kill the Body only, and that the 
Soul is above their Tyranny ; All the Favour / can 
grant him, continues Lewis the Juft, is, that the 
Hangman j,hall not touch him, nor the Rope he put 
about his Shoulders. Montmerency woud not ac¬ 
cept'of thofe wonderful a£fs of Grace. I am a great 
Sinner, fays he, and defire to be treated like other 
Criminals, the Innocent J ESV S was bound with 
Cords . All the Circumftances of this great Man’s 
Death are equally Heroical and Chriftian, and 
never was Man more lamented. 

The Queen Mother, at the fuggeftion of Father 
Chanteloube, had form’d a Plot to have Combalet, 
Richlieus Niece, carry’d off, but it was difcover’d 
before it cou’d be put in Execution. The Defign 
was to keep her as an Hoftage for the Duke de 
Montmerency, and if that was too late, to detain 
her in hopes of obliging Richlieu, who lov’d her 
tenderly, not to oppofe the return of his Bene- 
faftrefs to France. When Lewis heard of this 
Project, he was mightily enrag’d, and order’d Pro- 
cefs to be made out againft Nine or Ten of the 
Accomplices who had been apprehended. He de¬ 
clar’d, that if they had taken Combalet, he wou’d 
have gone in Perfon and demanded her of the In¬ 
fanta Ifabella at the Head of 50000 Men. The 
Cardinal, to be reveng’d of Mary de Medicis t per- 
fwaded the King to prels the Infanta to deliver up 
Father Chauteloube and the Abbot de St. Germain , 
Authors of moll of the Satyrical Pieces that came 
out againft him, which had as much Truth in them 
as Satyr. Combalet, to make herfelf Popular, peti¬ 
tion’d the King in favour of thofe that were pro- 
fecuted on her Account, and heartily frighten’d as 
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fhe was, left the (lately Pallace of Luxemburg^ which 
the Cardinal had relign’d to her, to live with him 
under the fecurity of his Guards. The Palace 
Combalet left, had been given to him by Mary de 
Medicis , on Condition fhe fhou'd have it again 
when fhe wou'd, paying down 30000 Livres \ Mary 
de Medicis re-demanded it, but the Cardinal pre- 
tended that by the Contrafl fhe was not to have 
it without the. King’s Confent, and paying him 
down 30000 Crowns ; the Queen Mother faid the 
Deed he produc’d was falfify’d. However, Lewis 
fupported the Cardinals Pretence? againft his Mo¬ 
ther’s, who had the Mortification to hear Combalet . 
kept a fort of Court in her Houfe, and did what 
fhe pleas’d in it. 

Now was the Prodigious Fortune of Richlieu at 
fuch a height, that lie afpir’d to the Name and Do v ^ 
minion, as well as to the Authority of a Soveraign $ 
he had form’d a Projeft to ereft a Principality out 
of part of the Country of Auftrajia , where Charles 
Martel and his Children laid the foundation of their 
Ufurpation. His Defign was to get the Bifhoprick 
of Metz, into his Hands, fome way or other, and 
to annex to it five or fix good Abbeys in its Neigh¬ 
bourhood', to this was to be added the Government 
of the three Bifhopricksof Lorrain and theirCitadels, 
as alfo Stenay and Jametz. \ Sedan was to have beeti 
taken from the Duke de Bouillon , he was to buy 
Charleville and Mont Olimpe , In a word, to fecure 
liimfelf a good Sentlement in the Frontiers ftrong 
enough to defend him in cafe of any Revolution 
at Court. Lorrain and Alface were alfo to be added 
to thofe Cities and Countries, the latter by means 
of the Swedes , with whom he correfponded. In 
order to this, he fent his Confident Bullion from 
Touloufe to begin to put his Projeft in Execution, 
by tempting the Duke d’ Epernon to exchange the 
Government of Metz, for theSurvivancy of Gueynne , 
promis’d in that Cafe to the Duke de la Valitte , d ’ 
Epernon ’s Son *, but the Duke d ’ Epernon thought 
his Services deferv’d that Survivancy without parting 
With fo Important a Government as was that of 
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Metz, and wou’d not hear of the exchange, which 
put a flop to, and in the end ruin’d the Cardinal’s 
Ambitious Projeft. For without fecuring Metz. , the 
Vaft Country that he had laid out for the Seat of 
his Empire cou’d not be fecur’d, and to difpute it 
too much,' with fo Proud and Obftinate a Manas 
that Duke was, might give Umbrage. Ricblieu ta : 
Kvng Gueynne \r\ his way as he return’d to Paris, 
was treated with great Honour by d ’ Epernon , but 
as he was Governor of the Province, he took fe- 
veral occafions to let the Cardinal know he was 
Mafter there. Ricblieu extreamly mortify’d at the 
Dukes refufing to treat with him about Metz., and 
at his haughty Carriage towards him, conceiv’d an 
incurable Jealoufy and Hatred of him but the 
Cardinal de laValette continuing his Favourite ftill. 
the Confequences of it were not fo Pernicious as 
otherwife they might have been. 

The Duke of Orleans was fo enrag’d, that all his 
Sollicitations to fave Monfieur^e Montmerency had 
been ineffeftua!, refolv’d again to leave France, which 
he did a Month after the Treaty of Beziers , ac- 
company’d by Puylaurens , the Count du Fargis , Mori- 
fieur Sauvebeuf \ and about Twenty Horfe. He ar¬ 
riv’d at Brujjels in January 1633. and thence dif- 
patch’d Envoys to the Courts of Vienna, England 
and Madrid , to give the Reafons for his returning 
again to the Netherlands , and to defire their A fi¬ 
nance. We mud leave him a while at Bru(fels , 
and return to the Court of France , where Ricblieu 
triumphing over the Preemptive Heir of the Crown 
and the great Lords of the Kingdom, laid a Plan of 
Agrandhing that Monarchy, as well Abroad as at 
Home. To weaken the Houfe o fAuftria, he always 
kept a clofe Correfpondence with Guftavus Adolphus, 
King of.Sweden, and after his Death, with Walleftein, 
then in a Confpiracy to ravifh part oftheEmpire from 
his Mafter, the German Emperor, and to lay the Foun¬ 
dation of a New Kingdom. Lewis fupply’d Guflavus 
with Money, and when afterwards upon his Death, 
the Germans began to recover their loft Ground, 
Rkhlieu , as zealous a Catholick as he was. enter’d 
Y in to 
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into Negotiations with the Proteftant Princes of 
Germany , to fupport them by the Affiflance of the 
French and the Swedes , but on Condition that 
face was put into Lewis's Hands to extend the Fron. 
tiers of France on that fide*, and on the fide of 
Flanders , he at the fame time propos’d a Divifion 
of the Netherlands , between the* French and the 
Dutch, in Confideration of Lewis's declaring War 
againft Spain. The Conqueft of Roufillon was to 
make the Pirenees the Bounds of France towards 
Spain 7 and the Acquifition of Pignerol open’d a 
Door for her to invade Italy at Pleafure. If Richlieu 
did not form a Projett for the Univerfal Monarchy, 
he thought at ieaft of extending the Dominion of 
France as far as was that of the Ancient Gaules. 
He was often heard to talk of Annexing all the 
Teritories that had been fubjett to them to the 
Crown. A Thoufand Years Poffeffion were not 
enough to give any Prince a Right, tho’ the French 
had the Ieaft Pretence of any to a Divine one by 
Defcent, the Houfe of Lorrain being the Elder 
Branch of that of France. 

How far he might then have carry’d his Ambi¬ 
tious Defigns, if he had not been embroil’d with 
Domeftick Affairs, by means of the Queen Mother, 
and the Duke of Orleans , one may imagine by the 
Succefs of thofe that have profecuted them fince, 
for ’twas on Richlieus bottom that all the French 
Politicians, and even their great Mafter Lewis the 
XIVth, have fince built 3 ' 

Tho’ the Cardinal had come off withTryumph 
in the laft Troubles, yet as long as the King’s Mo¬ 
ther and Brother were in a Foreign Court, and 
liad Intelligence with his Enemies in France , he 
did not think* himfelf entirely fafe. While Mary 
de Medicis and Gaflon were in the Hands of the 
Spaniards , they wou’d doubtlefs have made great 
ufe of it in Cafe of an open Rupture with Spain^ 
which the Swedes and Butch mightily infifted upon. 
To get the Queen Mother out of their Hands, 
Richlieu tempted Gondi , the Florentine Envoy, 
to perfwade his Mafter to invite her to Florence \ 
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but the great Duke was in no better Difpofition 
to put himfelf to that Expence, than Mary de 
Medicis was to accept of it. She was indeed 
weary of having been fo long a Charge to the 
Infanta, and Negotiated with the King of Eng¬ 
land for her Reception at the Cotirt of Charles the 
Firft, or Ships to Convoy her to Spain \ but as her 
Defign in going to Spain, was to joyn Gafton in 
Languedoc, the ill Succefs of that Enterprize made 
her alter her Refolution, and England was the 
Place ihe had moil mind to retire to. But the 
Englijh were not of a Humour to entertain a Po- 
pifh Princefs, and her refiding long at London , 
cou’d not but create ill Blood, as her coming there 
did afterwards: Richlicu gave Gondi to under- 
ftand, it wou'd be very well taken, if the great 
Duke cou’d prevail with the Queen to live Come 
time at Florence \ Gondi wou’d not charge him¬ 
felf with that difagreable Negotiation, and the 
Cardinal was forc’d to give over all thoughts of 
getting rid of the Queen Mother fo eafily. 

W.e have feen what a Tool the Keeper of the 
Seals, Chateauneuf. , has been to the Minifler, how 
he has Sacrifis’d, in a few Months time, Two Maref- 
chals of France to the Cardinal’s Revenge ; how he 
gave himfelf up to him Soul and Body, as we are told , 
Witches bargain with the Devil , yet hearing his 
Patron was dangeroufly ill at Bourdeaux, the Keeper 
flattering himfelf that he fhou’d fucceed him in 
the Mini dry, and the good Graces of the Dutchefs 
de Chevreuje, cou’d not help flying’Out into Tranf- 
ports of Joy:, infomuch that forgetting his Character, 
as a Magiftrate and a Prieft, he fell to Dancing uf 
Jigs and lhowing the Pleafare the News gave him in 
a Hundred Antick Motions, which the Cardinal’s. 
Spies gave him a faithful Accouut of. One of 
the Keeper’s Letters to the Dutchefs, wherein tha 
Reverend Magiftrate rnoft delicately rally’d on the 
Hemorrhoids Richlieu was troubl’d with, calling 
him Cu Pouri , Rotten Tail , was intercepted and given 
him. The Cardinal returning in good Health to 
Court, as eafily prevail’d with the King to take 
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the Seals from Chateauneuf y as he hrd prevail’d 
with him to give them him ; fo on the 25 th of 
February , la Vnlliere, Secretary of State, and the 
Marquis de Gordes y Captain of the Guards, were or¬ 
der’d, the one to demand the Seals of him, and the 
other to Arreft him. For *tis obfervable that none 
of tbefe wicked Inftruments of Richlieus Miniftry 
were ever difgrac’d. but they, and their Friends, 
were thrown into Prifon. Happy if they efcap’d 
the Gallows at the Price of their Fortune. Cha - 
teanueuf was fhut up in the Caflle of Angouletne y 
the Marquis de LeuviUe , his Nephew, the Che¬ 
valier Le Jars y his Confident, and others, fent to the 
BaPtille y and his Brother, the Marquis de FJauterive , 
fav’d himfelfin Holland. The Marefchal d' Etrees % 
as great a Soldier as he was, hearing of the Dif- 
grace of his intimate Friend, the Keeper, was fo a- 
fraid of the Cardinal, that he fled out of the Do¬ 
minions of France , leaving the City of Treves and 
the Troops he Commanded there, without a General 
and Governor. But recolie&ing himfelf afterwards, 
he fent a Gentleman to beg the King’s Pardon, and 
the Cardinal’s; ingenuoully confefling what it was 
that made him quit Treves with fo much Preci¬ 
pitation : They bot;h frankly forgave him, and he was 
order’d to return to his Poft. The Dutchefs de 
Chevrevfe was banifh’d the Court for calling the 
Cardinal Cu Pouri ■, and Peter Sequier y Prefident of 
the Parliament of Paris y had the Seals given him, 
with the Promife of the Title of Chancellor, after 
the Death of Monfieur Aligre, who was ft ill con¬ 
fin’d to one of his Seats in the Country. 

Having mention’d the fright the Marefchal d’Etrees 
was in, upon occafion of the Keeper’s Difgrace, may 
we not very well conclude that many more were in 
mortal Terrors, The late Example of the brave Duke 
de Montmerency , intimidating the boldeft Spirits at 
the thoughts of the Power and Cruelty of Rich - 
lieu . The wicked Magiftrates of the Parliament 
of Dijon y condemn’d a Gentleman to theGallies, 
for no other Crime, but being of the Duke ofOr- 
leans’s Party, they. alfp condemn’d the Duke of 

Elbeufi 
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Elbeufj Puylaurens , du CoudraFMontpenfier^ and 
Gonlas , Perfons of Quality and Merit, to Death, for 
Contumacy, and they were Beheaded in Effigy at 
Dijon. Lafemas , Intendant of the Army in Cham¬ 
pagne , one of the infamous Judges that murder'd the 
Marefchal de Marillac y profecuted feveral Gentle¬ 
men at Troies as Followers cf the King’s only Bro¬ 
ther, the Prefumptive Heir to the Crown. He was 

5 ut into a Com million on purpofe with the Prefi- 
ial of Troies, andthofe Gentlemen were condemn’d 
for Contumacy, fome to be broken on the Wheel, 
and others to be Beheaded. Le Jars , beforemen- 
tion’d, was fent from the Baftille to Troies, to be 
try’d by Lafemas *, but his Fellow Judges cou’d 
not find any Crime in him which deferv'd Death, 
Lafemas afTur’d them, that the Condemning him 
was only to terrify him, for it was intended to 
give him a Reprieve on the Scaffold. Upon this 
the Chevalier had Sentence of Death pronouncd 
upon him. He was accordingly led to the Scaffold, 
and when the Executioner was going to do his Duty, 
they cry’d out a Pardon, a Pardon *, then Lafemas 
came up to Le Jars , highly extol’d the King’s Cle^ 
mency, and exhorted him to reveal the pretended 
Intrigue of Chateauneuf. Le Jars reply’d with a 
great deaf of Courage, I fee through your hafe and 
wicked Contrivances , you thought to take an Advan- 
tage of the Terror which this near profpeHb of Death 
wou'd caufe in me \ know your Men better , lam now as 
much my own ALafter as ever 1 was in my Life P 
Monfeur de Chateauneuf is a very honest Adan, 
and has ferv'd his Majefty well , 1 always believ'd 
fo , and if I knew any Thing to the contrary , nothing 
fljoud make me difcover rfhat my Friends had con - 
fided to me. Le Jars was brought back to Paris y 
and thrown again into the Baftille , where he and 
the Marquis de Leuville remain’d a long time Vi* 
Aims to the Pride and Refentment of Richlieu. 

The Cardinal did not only keep France in con¬ 
tinual Motion, by his reftlefs Ambition, be iufluenc’d 
the Affairs Abroad as well as at Home, and treated 
particularly by his Emiffaties with the Imperial 
y 3 General 
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General Walteftein, to betray his Matter the Em¬ 
peror. Lod/j himfelf wrote a Letter to that Tray- 
tor, which being very Curious,*- I lhall give an 
Extra# of it. 

A Letter from Lewis the Xlllth, to 
Wdlejlein y the Imperial General. 
v ’ \ 
COUSIN, 

r OVR AffeUion for the Vublick Good , and the. 

Peace of Chriftendom, is fo agreeable to me y 
that 1 cou'dlno longer omit tejlifying to You my Ac - 
knowlcdgment , and my defire to fee all Your Defigns 
brought to a happy Iffue . / have order’d the Bearer 
of this Letter to treat with You in my Name , and 
give You all poffible Affurances of my good Will and 
Efteem for You , and difcover to you my Thoughts 
on the Affairs of Germany. The Svccefs of Your 
good Intentions will give me great Joy , and I Jball 
fupport them againft all that wou'd oppofe them . I 
'pray You to give Credit to the Perfon that brings 
You this Letter , and to believe that Your Interefts 
are as dear to me as my own . 


At the fame time was Walleftein at the point 
of fucceeding in the moft dangerous Confpiraey 
that ever was form’d againft the Houfe of Auftria $ 
no lefs than to corrupt the Army he was intruftedf 
with to oppofe the Vi&orious Swedes , to declare 
himfelf King of Bohemia ^nd other Countries, and 
to joyn the Swedes and French to ruin the Auftrian 
Power in Germany , which wou’d not have eftablfh’d 
his own, but have exalted the Bourbon to a greater 
Empire.? Are the Interefts offuch a Villain as dear to 
Lewis the Juft as his own ? Were Walleftein's Defigns 
forjhe Good and Peace of Chri&endomt What did 
Lewis himfelf fay of him a little after, when he 
heard he was kill’d ? May all fuch Traytors dye fo, 

Feuquieres. 
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Feuquitres was the Agent employ’d to engage 
Walleftein to rebel againft the Emperor, and to 
promife that the French fhou’d make a Diverfion in 
his Favour. There was then an open Breach between 
the Emperor and the French King, yet was Feu - 
quieres not only to offer him Men, but Money, as 
500000 Livers immediately ifhe wanted them, and 
a Million yearly, if he wou’d keep up an Army 
of 50000 Foot and 4000 Horfe. Lewis wou’d not 
afiift Frederick King of Bohemia, Lawfully Eledted 
King of that Country, but he offers to affift Wal - 
leTkein to obtain that Crown Vfurp’d contrary to 
Law , as was then faid. While this Negotiation was 
carrying on, a Treaty of Accommodation was fet 
on Foot between the Emperor and King of Spain 
on one Hand, and Lewis the XHIth on the other, 
by the Intervention of the Pope. The French Mi- 
nifter fpoke as fair as ill Men do when they have 
Mifchief in their Heads, and cannot without De¬ 
ceit accompliih it. Things being in this pofture 
Abroad, the Empire involv’d in the Swedijh and 
Confederate War, Spain in that of the Netherlands 9 
and Lorrain in no Condition to do France any In¬ 
jury, Richlieu purfu’dhis darling Pafuon of Revenge 
on his abfent Enemies. 

On the 12 th of April , 1633. he caus’d the King 
to take his Royal Seat in the Parliament of Paris^ 
attended by himfelf, the Cardinal de la l r alette 9 
the Dukes de Chevreufe , de Monbaz^on, de Rrifac , 
and de Chaulnes , the Marefchals Ae la Force , de 
Tremcs, l and de Villequier , and the Marquis^ Gordey 
Captain of the Guards. The Defign of it was to 
deprive Richlieu s Enemies, the Prefiden tLeCoig??enje, 
and other Followers of the Duke of Orleans , of their 
Places with the greater Eclat, and make the Cardinal’s 
Vengeance the more Pompous. Le Coigneux was not 
only depriv’d of his Seat in Parliament, but folemnly 
condemn’d of High Treafon, as were alfo Mon- 
fieur des Landes-Paien , Secretary to the King’s Mo¬ 
ther, and Monfigot , the Duke of Orleans his Bro¬ 
ther’s Secretary. After this feveral Promotions were 
made, and a New Order erected, call d the Order 
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of the Holy Ghofl , of which were the greatefl: Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and the greatefl: Generals 
of France . The Marefchal de Toiras was Nam’d to 
be one of them, but the Cardinal hating him for 
his Bravery and Merit, found means to hinder his 
having it, by getting an Order, that it fhou’d be 
given to none that were not prefent at the So¬ 
lemnity- Toiras depending on his Services, Fide¬ 
lity, and the good Will of his Prince, thought to 
fupport himfelf in an Independance on the Cardi¬ 
nal. Richlieu cou’d not bear the lead Competitor 
of that kind, and took hold of the firft Opportu¬ 
nity to ruin him, which was that of the Irrup* 
tion of Gaft on into Languedoc , where Two of Toi¬ 
ras s Brothers, of whom one was Bifhop of Nip 
mes, declar'd for the Duke of Orleans^' and the 
Malicious Richlieu infinuated to Lewis , That if 
JWonfieur de Toiras’s Brothers imagin'd he woud have 
been difpleas'd at what they had done y they wou'd not 
have hazarded his Protection and Friend(hip y owing , 
as they did , their Advancement to him> and de - 
pending entirely upon him . The Marefchal, who 
was generally efteem’d and belov’d, had Intimati¬ 
on of the Cardinal’s ill Offices, and wrote a very 
refpe&ful Letter to him, difowning his Brother^ 
A&ions. He alfo fent his Steward to juftify his 
Conduct to the King and the Minifter. Richlieu 
anfwer’d the one, and receiv’d the other very ci¬ 
villy and obligingly, as was his way, when he had 
a Defign againft any one. His Anfwer to' the JVIa- 
rcfchal, will fhew us what Bafenefs fucli a wicked 
Mind is capable of. I am glad , (aid he, that all the 
World will fee you are not deceiv'd in my Judgement of 
you ; that the Fault of your Brother wou'd be an ex- 
tream Affliction to you : The King is convinc'd of your 
Fidelity and AffeClion for the good of the State : If you 
wanted Security on thefe 7 wo ArticleI wou'd wil¬ 
lingly be engag'd for you, I know your Humour , you 
are fometimes too fubjeCl to be a little Pajfionate, but 
foo/i over , and PH anfwer'for you *, you will never 
do ary thing which one might not expeCi from an Ho - 
nzJlMan* Tzut'il jamais une plus Grand Sceleratejfe^ 
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fays a Country-man of his, Was there ever a greater 
Piece ofF'illany ? At the fame time that Richlieu wrote 
thus to the Marefchal de Toiras , he infinuated to 
the King, That if the Marefchal did not declare 
againfi him , ’twas becaufe he did not like the raff) Pro¬ 
ceedings of Monfieur, and the Duke de Montmerenci. 
That he found too great difficulty in making himfelf 
Mafter of Cazal, without delivering up the Place to 
the Spaniards, from whom he took it, which he did not 
care to do if he coud help it• A great many other 
Infinuations, the Effetts of his Malice and Invention, 
did he fill the Kings Head with*, but what he thought 
wou’d make fure work, he told him the Marefchal 
was fo Infolent, as to fuffer Difputes in his Prefence, 
on the Seditious Quefiicn of the Authority of Parlia¬ 
ments. Upon theTe continual Suggeftions to his 
Prejudice, it was refolv’d to remove him from the 
Command of the Forces in Italy. But for fear he 
might be provok’d to enter into the Service of the 
Houfe of Auftria , or joyn the Duke of Orleans , 
the Cardinal pretended that the recalling him, was 
only to give him the Government of Auvergne, 
vacant by the Death of the Marefchal d* Effiat. 
Toiras did not want Friends, who let him know 
what was intended againft him, and he faid pub- 
lickly, If they demanded his Government of Cazal, 
he wou’d know before he parted with z v , whether his 
Services fhou’d be rewarded or not. If the letter, he 
wou’d feek his Fortune in Germany, where the Em¬ 
peror wou’d not refufe him an Employment. Richlieu 
hearing of it, got the King to give him the Go * 
vernment of Auvergne . and to pardon his Two Bro¬ 
thers at his Requeft. Upon which the Marefchal 
feem’d fatisfy’d, and the Cardinal to get him out of 
Italy, had him Nam’d to be one of the New Knights 
of the Order of St. Michael . The Marefchal, as was 
requir’d, prov’d his Nobility, and expetted the blew 
Ribon Ihou’d have been fent to him, but Richlieu 
wou’d have him make his Appearance in Perfon to 
receive it, and he not doing it, ’twas not given him, 
as has been already hinted. The Cardinal being dii- 
appointed of his Prey, for he intended to have him 
w > fhut 
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fhut up in the Baftilte , QuarrelPd with him dpenly^ 
got his New Government of Auvergne to be taken 
from him, as alfo his Old one of Lazjtl . The Ma- 
refchal as Poor, and as Content in his Difgrace, as 
the Famous Belifarius , refus'd the Advantageous 
Offers made him by the Emperor and King of Spain % 
went firft to Rome, and then fettled at Turin, where 
he was receiv'd by the Duke and Dutchefs, with all 
the marks of Diftinftion due to a Perfon of his rare 
Merit, of whom the Learned Grotius fays in one of 
his Letters ,7 hat the Mar ef chat's Enemie severe Enemies 
to Virtue it [elf. A Chara&er that Richlieu, Prime 
Minifter to this King Lewis the Juft, will deferve 
during the remaining Part of his Miniftry, as well 
as he has hitherto done. 

Let us now fee how this Juft Prince anfwers the 
Character of Juftice, with refpett to his Mo¬ 
ther, a Banifh’d Diftrefs’d Princefs, who had left 
Brujfels out of Difguft, to live at a Court on which 
fhe depended, and remov’d to Ghent* as a Place, 
where not feeing herProte&refs, the Infanta /[abe/la, 
fhe might fancy herfelf in a little more Independance. 
The ill Air of that Marfhy Country, threw her into 
a Sicknels, which threaten’d her Life : When Lewis 
heard of it he difpatch'd Des Roches Fumee with a 
fhort and cold Letter, but wou’d not fend her Phy~ 
fician Faultier, tho J the hfanta frequently defir’d it 
by her Minifter, at the Requeft of his Mother. Rich- 
lieu bad Des Roches reprefent to Mary de Medicis; 
the mighty Affliction he was in for the ill State of 
her Health , and the ill will jhe bore him, which was 
fo near his Hearty that he cou'd not [peak o[ it with¬ 
out Tears . He al[o chargd him to let the Queen 

know how he wept , and that the only way [or her to 
put it into his Power to [erve her, waFtp Banijh 
[uch c[ her Servants as the King did not Love . 
The Tray tor ! He had by Form of Law taken off 
fome of her beft Friends, driven others into Banifh- 
ment, depriv'd many of their Offices and Eftates, 
fhut up great Numbers in Prifon, entirely alienated 
the Affection of her Son, and yet if you will believe 
him, She has not fo\ Zealous and [o Faith[ul a Ser¬ 
vant 
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slant as himfelf. The Man he aim’d at nio/l, was 
the Abbot St. Germain, whofe Writings continually 
gall’d him; and while he employ’d a Set of Libel¬ 
lers^ as the Bifhop of St. Malo , the Capuchin Jo- 
feph, Balzac, Du Chatelet , and others, to vilify her 
with Impunity, fhe mull not fuffer her Innocence tq 
be vindicated, and his Wickednefs to be expos’d^ 
Des Roches was order’d not only not to fpeak to fe- 
veral of the Queen Mother’s Domefticks, as Father 
Chanteloube, Des Landes-Paien , and St. Germain , 
but to turn his Back on them if they (poke tq 
him, which Des Roches exactly obferv’d, and made a 
rude return to Des Landes's Civilities. The Queen 
wasfo offended, that fhe bad him tell the Cardinal, 
That his Complements were more Troublefeme to her 
than his Persecution. Des Roches had Orders to 
Treat of an Accommodation between the King and 
his Mother, but fhe was diffwaded from it by Or- 
nano her Confident, and Father Chanteloube. They 
frighten’d her with the Name of Vincennes , where 
they faid Richlieu wou’d not fail to have her con¬ 
fin’d. Ornano had a Pennon of i ooo Livres a Month, 
and Chanteloube Fifteen Crowns a Day, which was 
more than they cou’d expert in France , befides the 
Danger they wou’d be in from the Cardinal’s Re- 
fentment. Des Roches offer’d Mary de Medicis 
Money, in the Name of the King, but (he wou’d riot 
accept of it, faying, She was very well us'd by the 
King of Spain, her Son-in-Law, who took Care foe 
Jbou'd want for nothing : And to let Richlieu fee fhe 
was far from intending to have any other Conditi¬ 
ons from the King, than what fhe had all along in-r 
filled upon, his Removal, fhe fent an Anfwer to the 
King’s Exprefs, by a Meffenger of her own, ma¬ 
king Choice of the Perfon he knew wou’d be moft 
ungrateful to him, Her taut, a Creature of Chan- 
teloube’s, the very Man that had prefented her Peti¬ 
tion againft him to the Parliament. She was fo irri¬ 
tated againft Richlieu , that fhe never made mention 
of him before Des Roches , but with fome biting 
Epithet. The Cardinal finding nothing was to be 
done with her by Diffimulation, refolv’d to humble 

her 
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her ftill more, and force her to truckle to him by 
further ill Ufage. To divide the Duke of Orleans 
from herlntereJks, he caus’d it to be told him, that 
Mary de Medicis was underhand Treating of an 
Accommodation, Delbene , one of the Duke’s Do- 
mefticks, kept a fecret Correfpondence with Rich - 
lieu, in hopes of faving his Unkle the Bifhop of Alby, 
who had been in Montmerency- s Infurrcftion. Puy- 
lauretis being inform’d of this Private Treaty by 
Delbene , charg’d him to find out what Terms wou’d 
be offer’d the Duke of Orleans, in cafe he wou’d come 
to an Accommodation ; and in order to it, he was not 
long after fent to Paris , to make Propofals in the 
Name of Monfieur, which were very fubmiffive. 
Among the reft, Puylaurens offer’d to abandon his 
Miftrefs, the Princefs of Phatezbnrgh , Sifter to the 
Duke of Lorraine , and marry any Relation, tho’the 
Pooreft of the Cardinal’s, which made Ricblieu heark¬ 
en to him, and to pretend to be very much con¬ 
cern’d for the Succefs of his Negotiation*, tho’ in 
the main he defign’d only to create a Jealoufy be¬ 
tween Mary de Medicis and her $on Gajlon , and 
the EffeCt anfwer’d his Defign \ for the Queen ha¬ 
ving Intimation of her Son’sfeparate Treaty, haften’d 
from Ghent to BruJJels , to be near and obferve him. 
There it came to a Quarrel and open Defiance, both 
declaring they wou’d not be concern’d for each 
other, butTreat apart *, the Confequences of which 
will be feen hereafter. 

The Cardinal reckoning himfelf pretty fecure a- 
gainft any Attacks from that Quarter, affum’d ftill 
a more Imperious Air than ever, and even out of 
Wantonnefs ot Revenge, forc’d the Old Duke ol 
Epernon to quit the Seat of his Government, and 
retire to a h’oufe of his in the Province of Guyenne. 
Sourdis , Arch Bifhop of Rourdeaux , cou’d never 
agree with the Duke, and being about to leave the 
Court, to refide for a while in hisi Diocefs out of 
meer Decency, before he departed, he defir’d to 
know how he (hou’d behave himfelf with refpeft to 
the Governor of the Province, and whether he might 
depend on the Cardinal’s Protection, if it came to 

an 
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an Open Rupture, which was what Richlieu de- 
fir’d j and therefore having advis’d him to pay his 
Complements to the Duke on his Arrival, he told 
him, If he does not return them , and a fells to be 
Troublefome to you , refl ajfurd that I will protett 
you with all my Credit . Be not afraid to refill 
him openly , when you feem to have Juft ice and Rea - 
fon on your Side . He is a Man whofe Pride and 
Haughtinefs ought to be mortify*d. I have refolv'd 
to do it fenfibly, when he ever fo little tranfgrtfes 
his Duty . This Advice agreed exaflly with the 

f )roud Prelate, vfho, when he arriv’d at Bourdeaux , 
ent a Gentleman, as he had concerted, to comple¬ 
ment D' Epernon , and thank him for fome good 
Offices in which he had oblig'd him. Jell your 
Matter reply’d the Duke, He had no need to thank 
a Perfon who never thought of obliging him . If any 
thing has been done by my Order , to the Advantage 
of the ArchBijhop^ l was out of Juft ice only, arid 
not out of Friendjbip. D y Epernon wou*d not let the 
Jurats of Bourdeaux wait upon the Arch-Bifhop, 
as was the Cuftom when he Landed \ and to Infult 
him the more, made his Servants buy their Filh at 
a Market belonging to him, as others did, and 
wou’d not allow him the Choice of it. Nay, on a 
Fiih*Day, he order’d his Men to hinder any Fifh- 
monger's carrying Filh into the Archiepifcopal Pa¬ 
lace, becaufe the Arch-Bifhop wou’d not fuffer his 
Servants to buy in Common. Thefe Trifles prov’d 
a Matter of more Mortification to D ’ Epernon , than 
any of the Troubles he had been involv'd in. The 
Arch-Bilhop complain'd to the Magiftrates of this 
Violence, and threaten'd to leave the City, toge¬ 
ther with his Clergy, if Provifion was not made for 
his Security. A Day or two after, Naugas y Lieu¬ 
tenant of the Duke’s Guards, was order’d to go to 
him, and demand of him, if he thought he, or any 
one belonging to his Matter, was capable of doing 
an ill Attion, on purpofe to affront him. Naugas 
met the Arch-Bi (hop coming by in his Coach, but 
Sourdis wou’d not hear him. Naugai ftopt the 
Cqagh, and the ArclvBifhop in a Fright alighted, 

and 
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and ran Home a Foot, crying out he was Attack’d, 
and his Life in Danger. Immediately he Excom¬ 
municated Naugasj and went about the Streets of 
Bourdeaux, endeavouring to raife a Mutiny. The 
Duke D y Epernon hearing it, went prefently in 
Search of him, and when he came up with him,took 
him by the Arm, held up his Cane at him, and 
ask’d him how he durft put the Town in an Up¬ 
roar. Strike lyrant, fays Sourdis, Thy Blows will 
be Flowers and Rofes to me^ thou art Excommuni¬ 
cated : He meant as an Accomplice of Naugas's 0 
The Duke (truck the Arch-Bifhop’s Hat off with 
his Cane, laying, Tou do not know the Refpetl you 
ewe ?ne, 1 woiid teach tt you , if it was not out of 
Refpett to your Character, Epernon went home with 
as much Indifference as if nothing had happen’d. 
Sourdis Excommunicated him, and Interdicted the 
Province. He dilpatch’d a Meflenger to the Car¬ 
dinal, to inform him of what had pafs’d. Richlieu 
aggravated the Duke’s Infulting the Arch-Bifhop, 
to a Bigotted King, who order’d D 3 Epernon to 
remove from Bourdeaux , and confine himfelf to 
Plajfac , a Place out of his Province. Sourdis ha¬ 
ving done this Notable Exploit, went to Court, 
and took an Occafion to pafs by Plajfac , to Tri¬ 
umph over the Proudeft Lord in France , who cou’d 
hardly forbear falling upon him for his Infolenee, 
Thus did the Cardinal humble a Man whom no* 
thing, cou’d till then Humble ; and the other Lords 
law Twas in* vain for them to oppofe him, when 
the mod Powerful Peer in France was fo difgrac'd 
for a Trifle. Such will be the Fate of all King¬ 
doms, where Haughty and Revengeful Minifters 
have the Government, and Imperious Priefts have 
the good Luck to have their Interefts, and thofe of 
the State, thought to be infeparable. 

The Duke D’ Epernon was not the only Proud 
Man whom Richlieu humbled. The Duke of Lor¬ 
raine having offended him, by continuing to fa¬ 
vour the Duke of Orleans s Party, and Lewis being 
enrag’d to hear that his Brother had marry’d that 
Princes’s Sifter, it was refolv’d to Invade Lorraine , 
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and even to Befiege Nancy the Capital- The Duke 
of Lorraine hearing of the King’s Approach, at the 
Head of a good Army, fent his Brother Cardinal 
Francis of Lorrame, to treat with him. I Ihall not 
enter into the Particulars of the Conferences be¬ 
tween the Two Cardinals. Richlieu demanded 
Hand to be depofited in Lewis’s Hands, as a Se¬ 
curity for the Duke’s good Conduit. The Car¬ 
dinal of Lorraine pretended his Brother cou’d not 
yeild it up without the Emperor’s Content, that 
Dutchy being a Fief of the Empire : Upon which, 
Richlieu enter’d into a way of Argument that has 
been ever fince us’d by the Court and Miniftry 
of France , when they thought themfelves ftrong 
enough to back it by Arms. As to Lorraine’s be¬ 
ing a Fief of the Empire, fays he, The King is fo 
far from allowing it, that he pretends the Sovereignty 
belongs to him, and that Homage is due to him. 

‘The Empire long ago 'Ufurp’d it from the Crown of 
France, but length of Pojfejfton , my Lord, gives no 
Right againjl Soveraign’s, againft whom, there's no 
Trejcription, they acknowledge no Superior Tribunal , 
before whom their Rights are to be. Judg'd. They 
may always Claim them, and enter upon them by 
Force. The Affairs of France did not formerly per¬ 
mit our Kings to ajjeft their Rights. Cod has now 
given his Majefty the Means to reSlore the French 
Monarchy to its Ancient Grandeur. Will not Po- 
fterity have Cauje to blame the King, if he negleSts 
to recover thofe of his Predeceffors, and does not 
employ the Power of his Arms tq that purpofe ? Here’s 
Reafoning, here’s Argument: We muft know by 
the way, that the Houfe of Lorraine is the Elder 
Branch of the Carolovingian Race, that have Reign’d 
in France fince Charlemagne’s Time, and being 
fet afide in the Courfe of Defcent, they poflefs’d the 
Dutchy of Lorraine a Fief of the Empire, which 
was alio Govern’d for a while by the Defendants 
of Charles the Great, but Lewis the Juft of France, 
is ftronger than Charles the IVth of Lorraine. He 
has an Army advancing towards Nanci, the Duke 
Las none to oppofe him j the promis’d Succours 
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from Germany and Spain , cannot arrive time enough 
to prevent the Town’s being taken, and what a 
Blufter the French Minifter makes, with the Gran¬ 
deur of the French Monarchy , the Rights cf the 
Crown , and the Means to recover them ? How well 
taught the King was by the Cardinal,* in the Rights 
of Succeffion, one may perceive by his Anfwer to 
the Englifi Ambaflador, who fet forth the Vio¬ 
lence of this Expedition, That King Dagobert had 
been Mafter of StratZburgh. Durft any of his Pre- 
decefTors have rally’d thus with a Minifter of Henry 
the VIHth, or his Daughter, Queen Elizabeth ? 
Durft a French Man, or even a French King, have 
banter’d an Ambaflador of England , after the Glo¬ 
rious Days of Blenheim and Ramellies ? What fig- 
nify’d Englifi Mediation, when it was become a 
Jeft, from the Death of Queen Elizabeth , to the 
Reign of King William ? If we Mediated for any 
one, it fignify’d no more than the Mediation of 
Mr. Petkum, when all the mighty Powers of Eu¬ 
rope were at War. ’Twas in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firft, that Lewis the XUIth told the 
Englifi Minifter, Dagobert had been AFafler 0 /Stratz- 
burgh. A Pretence fo abfurd, that among all the 
abfurd Pretences of his Son Lewis the XIVth to 
keep it, there has been none ftarted fo InfoTent as 
this. 1 hope the Reputation of England cannot 
after fomany Victories, fink again fo low, as to ex- 
pofe us to be banter’d by the French , when we 
interceed for our Neighbours. Sure I am it was 
not many Years ago, that France rejoye’d, when 
any Body wou’d interceed for her, and the fame 
Power is ftili in being, and the fame General Lives 
ftill, that wou’d make her Serious, tho’ another Rich - 
lien was in the Miniftry. 

All the Cardinal of Lorraine's Reafons and Ehtrea- 
ties, were to no purpofe, he only beg’d that the 
King wou’d advance no nearer to Nanci , till he 
had made his Report to his Brother. Lewis an- 
fwerd him furlily, I am firry. Sir , I cannot grant 
what you demand of me, I am refilv d 1 will be 
before Nanci as fion as pojjible , and not leave it , 
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till I have reduc'd the Town to my Obedience , T lie 
Cardinal of Lorraine catne again, and offer'd^ to 
give up the Dutchefs of Orleans into his Poflefiion. 
but Ricblieu told him, That unlefs the Duke of 
Lorraine was ruin'd , let them do what they wo id 
to diffolve the Marriage , 5 twou d fubfift ftill * 7 and 
with other fucb Arguments prevail'd on him not 
to come to any Accommodation, without having 
Nanci deliver'd up to him. Lewis however, gave 
the Cardinal of Lorraine good Words, and offer'd 
him a Penfion (uitable to his Quality, if he wou’d 
live in France. The Duke his Brother, being in¬ 
form’d of the King’s Obftinacy, *twa$ refolv’d to 
try to mollify Richlieu 9 by propofing a Marriage 
between his Neice Combalet , and Cardinal Francis y 
to whom Duke Charles was to refign the Dutchies 
of Lorraine and Bar , and put the Prihcefs Marga¬ 
ret^ Gaftons Wife, into his Hands. This was how¬ 
ever* a Pretence only, yet Charles went fo far, as to 
caufe ti e Aft of Renunciation to be drawn *, but 
Richlieu, who knew very well that the Duke de Fcria 
was marching with an Army of Spaniards , Ger - 
mans and Italians , to the Relief of the Duke of 
Lorraine , and that the latter only wanted to gain 
Time, put off the Treaty of Combalet 's Marriage^ 
to another .Opportunity *, and having return’d a 
handfome Complement to Cardinal Francis for the 
Honour he did him .in propofing it, and given him 
hopes, that the yeilding up the Dutchefs of Orleans; 
wou’d facilitate a Peace, he concluded that to fecurei 
all: the King infilled on having Nanci deliver’d to 
him. For , fays he, to Jpeak freely , my Lord , I have 
fometimes good Intelligence: Are you Ad after of your 
Sifter's Ferfon ? I believe verily j]je is.at this Tims 
got out of Napci, and perhaps in the King o/Spain’s 
‘ Territories . The Cardinal of Lorraine pretended to 
know nothing of the matter, but finding he cou d 
obtain nothing of Richlieu concerning what lie 
came about, the preventing the Lofs of Nanci , he 
return’d to his Brother, and carry'd off that Prin- 
Cefs next Morning, through the French Guards, by 
.Virtue of a Pafs, he had to go to and fro, fpr car- 

Z ryiiig 


33 § The Secret Hi ft or) 

rying on the Treaty; When the Marriage of 
Co mb ale t was propos’d in the King’s Council, Rich * 
lieu, who perceiv’d J twas an Artifice of the Duke 
of Lorraine, made ufe of to cajole him, affefied a 
raoft admirable Spirit of Difmtereft. God forbid, 
laid he, f,W f&e- Prefent, 0r Future 'times, j7;0& # 
reproach me for mixing my Interefls, ffco/e 0/ wy 
Relations , Enterprise. I only advis'd for the 

Service of the King , Good of the State. 

Cardinal d’ Amboife ^ irreparable Injury to his 
Reputation, 02# 0/ Ambition to make himfelf 

Pope, perfwaded Lewis tfcf Xllth to carry 

Arms into Italy. It jhall never be faid that 
the Cardinal de Richlieu like the Cardinal d* 

Amboife. ’Twasin this Lorraine Expedition, that 
Lewis the XHIth ere&ed the Parliament of Metz., 
where his Son Lewis the XIVth, firft fet up his 
Chamber of Reunion, to annex feveral Countries 
to France , as pretending they belong’d to her by 
Hereditary Rights from Vagobert, or other their 
Predeceffors, even of the Fable, as well as Hidory. 
Bretagne , one of the Marelchal de Mar illacs Packt 
and Mercenary Judges, was made Firft Prefident of 
the Parliament, as a Reward for the Hand he had 
in the Murder of that Noble Man, 

At a Fourth Conference, the French Army be¬ 
ginning to {heighten Nanci , the Two Cardinals of 
Lorraine and Richlieu, agreed on certain Articles of 
Accommodation, the Chief of which were, That 
the Duke fhou’d not meddle in the Affairs of Ger¬ 
many , nor aftift Gafton j and that Nanci fhou’d be 
deposited into the Hands of Lewis, as a Security 
for the Duke’s good Behaviour, till the Troubles of 
Germany, and the Affair of Gafton were Accommo¬ 
dated. And if the Peace of Germany was not re¬ 
ft or’d in Four Years Time, Nanci was however to 
be reftor’d to the Duke, who, in the mean while, was 
to enjoy his Sovereign Rights and Revenues. Thefe 
Articles were Sign’d by the Two Cardinals, and 
Francis carry’d them to his Brother, who pre¬ 
varicated in them, and waited only for the Ap¬ 
proach of the Spcmijl) General, to break off all 
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treaty. Nevertheless he Ratify’d this, having gi¬ 
ven the Prince de^Moui, Governour of Nanci, 
private Orders not to deliver up the Place, with¬ 
out frefh Orders from bimfelf. The Cardinal of 
Lorraine brought the Ratification to the King, and 
promis’d that the Town fhou’d be deliver’d in Three 
Days Time-, which being expir’d, he declar’d frank¬ 
ly, his Brother had chang’d his Mind, and given the 
Governour of Nanci contrary Orders. Every Day 
was a Week at that time a Year. Winter came on, 
the Place was ftrong, the Garrifon numerous, and 
Richlieu began to confider that the Siege might be 
interrupted by the Rains that fell ufually then in 
Lorraine. For fear the King fhou’d reproach 
him with advifing his Majefty to undertake the 
Siege purely on Suppofition that the Duke wou’d 
yeild up the Place, to fave the reft of his Territo¬ 
ries, he fent a Confident of his to him, to allure 
him, that his Interefts were dearer to him than he 
imagin’d, and if he wou’d come and have a Perfo- 
nal Conference with him, he doubted not but Matters 
might be accommodated to his goodliking. A Gen¬ 
tleman arriv’d at the fame time ftom the Duke of 
Orleans , to perfwade him to defend Nanci to the 
laft Extremity. This agreed better with Charles’s 
Inclination, than the Treaty that was propos’d to 
him -, however, he refolv’d to diffemble ftill his 
real Intentions, tofpinit out by a Conference with 
Richlieu , and an Interview with the King. A fafe 
Conduft being fent him, Charles met the Cardinal 
at Char me s, and new Terms were agreed upon, 
and Sign’d the 20th of September \ Nanci was to be 
refior’d in Three Mohths, if they were perform’d, 
and Charles to refide there, with all the Honours 
due to his Rank. As to the Marriage of Combalet , 
Richlieu was to give her a great Portion, and leave 
her his Heir at his Death j and Charles to give his 
Brother a Dutchy, with 100000 Crowns a Year- 
Rent. He had no Dutchy but that of Bar to give 
which is not worth halt fo much, except Lorraine , 
and that lure was not meant by it. The Truth is, 
Charles agreed to any thing to prevent the fudden 
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Lofs of his Capital, which he hop’d w 7 ou’d be re¬ 
liev’d in a few Days. From Charmes the Duke went 
to wait upon the King at Neuville , where he was 
very kindly receiv’d, and Lewis told him, That all 
was forgotten. All this while were he and his Mi- 
nifters confulting how to force Charles to execute 
the Treaty he had agreed upon, and at laft they came 
to a Refolution to Arreft his Perfon, contrary to the 
Safe Conduct they had fent him. Accordingly, the 
King, under feveral Pretences, kept him fo late, that 
he cou’d not return to the Town, the Guards being 
let, and the next Morning he found one at the Door 
of the Houfe were he was Lodg’d. He tempted 
Monfieur Pontis , who was the Commanding Officer 
of the Guard, to let him efcape, but the Frm-/? Man 
refufing his Offers, and finding it impracticable, he 
feem’d to ftay by Choice where he was kept by 
Compulfion •, and Two or Three Days afterwards 
the King took Poffefiion of Nanciy where Charles , was 
no more Mafter. The Marefchal de la Force was 
left in Lorraine , with 20000 Men. Charles, weary 
of living in a fort of Honourable Prifon in Nanciy 
retir'd to BeLancon , and from thence to the Imperial 
Army on the Rloine, living the Life of an Adven¬ 
turer all the reft of his Days. 

Thus it was, that the Juft Lewis poffefs’d himfelf 
of Lorraine , which has never fince been entirely 
reftor’d to its Lawful , Hereditary Soveraign. And 
thus it is, that France has got into her Hands fo 
many of her Neighbour’s Territories} a great part 
of which Ufurpations, were recover'd by the Arms 
of our Moft Glorious SOT"FRA1G N> under the 
Command of the Duke of Marlborough , of whom 
one cannot fay, that he ever loft an Inch of that 
Ground he recover’d, either by War or Peace. 

One of the firft ACts of the Parliament of Metz ,, 
was to offer up a Sacrifice to their Protestor, the 
Cardinal, a Grateful Sacrifice, the Blood of one his 
Enemies. There was a Plot either Pretended or 
Real, to Affaflin him, Chant eloube was laid to have 
had a (hare in it. Whether True or Falfe, Alfefton , 
one of the Plotters was Taken, Try a, and on the 
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Evidence of of two other Accomplices, Condemn’d 
and Broken on the Wheel. What fays a French 
Abbot on this Matter? All that can be faid of the 
Bufinefs of Alfefton, is, that it appears by his Tryal, 
he had never any Defign againft the Cardinal’s Life , 
and that the Two Soldiers who Accus’d him , are a 
Couple of Rogues, who , having Accus’d themfelves, 
charg d Alfefton with the fame Crime , on Pro- 
mife of Impunity and Reward. 'Tis true , Alfefton 
did Accuje Father Chanteloube on the Rack , but in 
his Lajl Speech on the Scaffold , he call’d God to 
IVitnefs, that the Torments he endur’d , forc’d him to 
fay what was not True , and that Father Chante¬ 
loube never fpoke to him of any Attempt againjl 
the Cardinal: His Confefior, and feme of his Judges, 
confefs’d as much, and that Alfejion before Con¬ 
demnation and after, difown’d what the Rack had 
extorted from him, with refpeft to Chanteloube. 

What a Trealure wou’d it be to the World, to 
have the Arcana of Richlieu , and fuch Minifters 
brought to Light. How Gloomy and Horrid wou'd 
their dark Councils appear ? What Terrible Prof- 
pefts wou’d there arile from their Craft and Cun¬ 
ning ? Shou’d we not find that their quickeft Mea- 
Lures wou’d be thofe of Blood ? And tho’ they 
have had their Sycophants to put Falfe Glofles on 
the Fouleft of their Aitions, What Horror wou’d 
the Faireft of them ftrike in us ? Not long after, 
a Prieft and Two Lay-Men were Condemn’d and 
Burnt, for Curfing Richlieu at Mafs: And as far 
as it was in his Power, the Ungrateful Cardinal 
fhew’d he wou’d have done the fame by Mary de 
Medicis , for he caus’d her Name to be mention’d 
in the Procels, not only of Alfejion. but alfo of 
the Prieft and Two Lay-Men, to infinuate to her 
Son Lewis the Juft , that his Mother wou’d without 
Scruple, make ule of Fire, Poifon or Witchcraft, 
to obtain her Etuis. The Minifter s Hatred to the 
Queen, his Matter's Mother, feem'd to increafe 
with her Impotence to hurt him Such was the 
Malignity of his Temper, that it grew upon him as 
his Fortune ; and now that Mary de Medicis and 
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“her Son Gafton arc living on the Charity of the 
King of Spain^ embroil’d by their Domellicks at 
Brujjels * and abandon’d by almoft all their Friends 
in France , now does Richlieu perfecute thefe un¬ 
happy Princes with as great Fury and Inveteracy 
as ever. 

The Mifunderftandings between the Queen Mo¬ 
ther, and the Duke of Orleans were fo great,occafion’cf 
by the Quarrels among their Servants, that they o- 
penly threaten’d each other with a Separate Treaty. 
The Duke was, as has been faid, as much govern'd 
as his Brother Lewis *, if the former talk’d more 
honeftly, one may impute it to his Condition*, Misfor¬ 
tune makes People Humble, and the Love which Ga¬ 
llon pretended to his Country, wou’d have turn’d to 
that Domination his Brother affefted, wbenjus 
Country was no longer neceffary to him. HisTa* 
vourite Puylaurens , wou’d not fee the Queen Mo¬ 
ther’s ConfefTor, Cbanteloube , and the latter never 
went, to vifit Monfieur. '’Twasnot likely that fuch 
Differences fhou’d end well, when, had there been 
the flrifteft Union among them, they wou’d flill 
have been too weak to ftruggle with the Powers 
they oppos’d. Their Enemies were in PofTeffion 
of the Perfon cf the Soveraign, and every thing 
they did, had the Sanction of the Royal Authority, 
while on the contrary, whatever was done in Op* 
pofition to them, was treated as Sedition and Trea¬ 
son. This cou’d not but intimidate their Friends in 
France , who hearing how ill they themfelves agreed 
in Flanders , ’twas not to be expefted their Party 
wou’d encreafe, or People be fond of- joyning with 
one fo diftratted and divided. Cbanteloube infinu- 
ated to Alary de Medicis , that her Quality of 
Queen and Mother, ought to give her the Prin¬ 
cipal Authority in every thing which concern’d the 
common Intereft. Puylaurens made his Mailer be¬ 
lieve, that the Queen his Mother was net at all 
confider’d in France , but on his Account^ that they 
did not care whether fhe return’d or not, defiring 
only to fee the Prefumptive Heir to the Crown. 
Puylaurens blam'd Mary de Medicis for following 
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the Advice of Father Cbanteloube , and the good 
Father exclam’d as much againft Gaflon for being 
governed by Puylaurens. The Truth is, neither the 
Mother nor her Two Sons had the Government 
of themielves*, and how wretched then mull all 
thofe be that were Govern’d by them, or depended 
upon them, fubjetted to the Pafllons and Intereft 
of Ambitious, Defigning Favourities *, they were ex¬ 
pos’d to continual Changes of Fortune, for Favour 
being the Gift of Chance more than Merit, lei- 
dom does there happen an Inftance where thofe that 
have it do not abufe it. 

The Queen Mother, to revenge herfelf on Puy * 
laurens, concerted with the Infanta Isabella, to en¬ 
gage the Dutchefs of Orleans to inlinuate to the 
Duke, that Puylaurens betray’d him to Richlieu , 
vfhofe Coufin he was to marry. The Dutchefe 
was alfo made to believe, that her Divorce was 
one of the Terms of the Accommodation Gaflon s 
Favourite was privately Negotiating. This was 
enough to fet her againft him, but her Husband, 
was fo far from hearkning to her, that he for¬ 
bid her to vifit the Queen too often, or giving 
Ear to any thing fhe laid againft Puylaurens . He 
not only laid thofe Injunctions on his Wife, he told 
his Favourite what fhe had told him, and Puy - 
laurens , to infult this unhappy Princefs, abandon’d 
by one Son, and in terrible Fears of being alfo a- 
bandorfd by the other, boldly enter’d her Cham¬ 
ber one Day, attended by Five and Twenty Gen¬ 
tlemen, with Swords longer than ordinary, either 
to fhew that he was afraid of Cbanteloube' s at¬ 
tempting to murder him, or what Cbanteloube might 
expeft from himfelf. The Queen not being able 
to bear this Infolence, went into her Clofet and 
wept bitterly ,• Gaston's Favourite was infenfible of 
her Grief, and continu’d to difpofe his Mafter to 
get the beft Conditions he cou’d from Richlieu. 
The Duke of Orleans communicated his Intentions 
to his Mother, who, with great Spirit, told him, 
He ought to be aft am'd of hearkning to the Terms 
that were propos'd to him* \Vbat y laid fhe, have 

z 4 y° u 


344 Secret Hiftory 

you forgot your Birth , rftfd your Rank ? What will 
'the World think of you , if you agree to fuch a Treaty ? 
They will fay 5 tis the particular Bargain of a Favourite , 
and not an Honourable Agreement of a Son of France, 
the Frefumptive Heir of the Crown with the King 
his Brother. Tour Honour, and the Interests of your 
Spoufe are entirely Sacrifis’d. If you are jo unjust 
a?id fo bafe as to take another before the Death 
of this, bw can you be fure that the Children 
you fiall have by the latter will be deem'd Legiti¬ 
mate. / don't mention what concerns we, when they 
offer you fuch Conditions as are Re a finable and Safe, 
} fkall be the firft that will advife you to accept of 
them . The Duke of Orleans had not a word to 
fay againft what his Mother laid to him, and ha¬ 
ving promis’d Puylaurens to come to an Agree- 
xn*ent of the fame Tendency as Alary de Medilis 
hinted, he forbad him to proceed any further in 
it. Puylaurens doubted not, but Chanteloubc his 
Enemy, had fet the Queen Mother againft both 
him and the Treaty, and falling into a Paftion, he 
went immediately to her, us’d Chanieloube ill, 
threaten’d him, and reproach’d the Queen, that 
it was only out of her Spite to RicLlieu , that (he 
hinder'd the Two Brothers being reconcil’d. Mary 
de Medicis very juftly refenting his Arrogance, 
told him, The Cardinal her Enemy , never behav'd 
him]elf fi difrefpellfully towards her ; he never, con* 
tinues fhe, durft talk to me fi haughtily and irjelentl) *, 
know that if I wozid /peak but one word of recei¬ 
ving him into my Favour again, I Jkoud ruin all 
your Projells. Begone, or Fll have you thrown out 
at the Window *, A is plain enough your Heart is as 
bafe as your Birth. The Difference between the 
Domeliicks of Mary de Medicis and Gallon, grew 
to fuch a height, that the former was forc’d to 
entreat the Infanta, to order the Garrifon o f Brufi 
fels be be reinforc’d with Horfe and Foot. The 
Queen had tne greater Intereft with the Infanta 
and the Spaniards, who obferv’d Gallon and his 
Favourite very narrowly. The Dutchefs of Orleans 
(ided with her Mother-in-Law, who infifted on the 
- -* * ' Validity 
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Validity of her Marriage, and Gafton found him- 
felf reduc’d to the neceflity of making his Efcape 
from Brujfels , and abandoning his Mother and his 
Wife, or living there againft his Will. 

Mary de Aledicis perceiving Puylaureus continu’d 
to encreafe Gaftons Indifference for her, and her 
Interefts, fhe was more earneft than ever to be 
reconcil’d to the King *, but yet fo haughty Hill 
with refpeft to his Minifter, without whofe Ap¬ 
probation 5 twas impoflible for her to return to 
France , that fhe no fooner thought of any means 
of Accommodation than Ihe fpoilt it by fome Aft 
of Difguft and Refentment towards Richlieu . 

We have mention’d Lewis's fending des Roches 
to her, on her being taken ill at Ghent j and the 
Perfon fhe fent to return her Son Thanks, was 
Brajfeufe , a Creature of Chanteloube . The Letter 
fhe wrote him, was far from fhewing the lead 
Complacency to the Cardinal '\ the King read it in 
the Prefence of Brajfeufe , beckon d to him to re¬ 
tire, and faid angrily, Let no Body come here for 
the future from the Queen ray Mother , who has not 
frft demanded a Pafjport . 

I have confider’d on this Occafion, whether L?wis 
is blameable for his Cruel Ulage or not. A Prince, 
as the Father of his Country, ought to have no 
Relations when its Interefts are concern’d: [He is 
truely its Father, who Sacrififes Wife, Mother and 
Brother to the Publick Good. But wherein was the 
Publick Good concern'd, in keeping Mary de Me - 
diets and Gafton out of France ? What were the 
People the better for it ? Did it fecure their Li¬ 
berties, eafe their Taxes, and redrefs their Grie¬ 
vances ? And was the Sacrifice Lewis the Juft made 
of his Mother and Brother, to the Good of his 
People, or to the Vengaence of his Minifter ? One 
cannot think of the latter without Horror. Can 
Princes forego Nature, to pleafe thofe that flatter 
them in their Arbitrary Meafures ? Are they not 
bound by the Tyes of Religion as well as their Sub¬ 
jects? Muft they not account one Day for the Mi¬ 
series they or their Minifters 3re the caufe of? 
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Are they exempted from the Punifljment of Sin, 
as well as from the Terrors of Confcience ? If they 
are not, how can they deffemble thus with God 
and Man, how forget the Duties of Parents and 
Children, and fet themfelves above all Laws Hu* 
mane and Divine ? I muft confefs, I take great 
Pleafure in thinking, when I read the Hiftory of 
wicked Princes, and wicked Minifters, that they 
are not Immortal, that there will be a Day of 
Account for them, and that the Avenger is in 
Heaven. Thefe Reflexions have often diverted me 
in the Courfe of this Hiftory, which it was inv 
poflibe to go through without them. 

Other Inftances there are of the Queen Mothers 
Impolitick Carriage, with regard to the Cardinal, 
and her Son Lewis's unnatural Behavour towards 
her on that Score. Launai , one of her Bed-Chamber 
Women, got leave to pay a Superfluous Vow fhe 
made to our Lady of Liejfe in Picardy , and to go after¬ 
wards to Paris about a Law-Suit, Combalet fent to 
her, to know how Mary de Medicis did, and ’twas 
expeXed that Madam Launai wou’d upon that have 
vifited the Minified Niece \ but fhe not daring to 
do it without an exprefs Order from her Miftrefs, 
fhe was charg’d with Caballing, and order’d to 
depart in Twenty Four Hours. The Queen Mo¬ 
ther was not fo very eafy in her Sojourn at Bruf- 
felu that fhe fhou ? d not delire to leave it by any ho¬ 
nourable Means. The King of Spain was drain'd 
by the expence of the German and Flemifl) Wars, 
and his Allowance to her was fo diminifh'd, that 
fhe was forc’d to reduce the Number of her Do- 
mefticks, and put thofe fhe kept to Board-Wages. 
Mary de Medicis demanded Licences for the Ser¬ 
vants fhe difmifs’d to return to France , and Jac - 
quelot , one of her Gentlemen, who was fent to 
Paris on that Errand, had InftruXion to found 
the King, to fee how well or ill he was difpos’d 
to a Reconciliation. Jac quelot faw immediately 
that Richlicu wou’d abate nothing of the hard 
Terms impos’d on Mary de Medicis , to give up 
her moft faithful Servants to the Cardinal’s Re- 
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venge. This Cruelty , (ays a French Author, was 
cover’d wider the fpecious Pretext of maintaining 
the Kings Authority , in chufmg and keeping his Mi- 
nillers as he thought ft. It will be lb ; to except 
againft any one .that has the Royal Choice on his 
fide, however Tyrannical in bis Adminiftration, 
however unfit for it, will be to attack the Royal 
Authority in chufing and keeping of Minifters. 
Yet how can Princes know that they have good 
or ill Servants about them,.but by being told of it^ 
and how can they be told of it when they are fur- 
rounded by fuch Minifters and their Creatures? 
The Delbene >• follicited all this while the return 
of Monfeur , but there was a very hard Article to 
be got over, his declaring his Marriage with the 
Princefs of Lorraine invalid. Good God ! Can 
Lewi> the Juft demand fuch a Declaration of his 
Brother, to turn off his Wife, whom a Holy Sa¬ 
crament of his Church had joyn’d for Life, be- 
caufe he had not given his Confent to the Mar¬ 
riage ? Wou’d he have an injur’d Princefs fent Home 
Debauch’d, and with the Infamy of a Miftrpjs? 
So it is, and fo little do the 1 itles given to fome 
Princes agree with their Characters •, fome are call’d 
J u & , that ftick at no In juft ice • fome Great 7 that 
never Fought a Battel, 

Mary de Medicis fent Killiers St. Geneft , ano¬ 
ther of her Gentlemen, to Paris foon after Jac- 
quelot , under pretence of Congratulating the King 
upon his return from Nancy , and to inquire after 
his Health. The true Defign was to inform him- 
felf of the Succefs of the Intrigues of Catherine 
Forzjoni , who cou’d not right herfelf, and of the 
Difpofition of the Minifters to an Accommodation. 
Killiers had Audience of the King at Kerfailles, and 
reprefented to him in very moving Terms, the 
ill ufage the Queen his Mother fuffer’d from Puy- 
laurens, that he continually infulted her, and fhe 
earnefty entreated him to have fome regard to the 
Health of a Mother who tenderly lov’d" him, and 
not let her languifh under the Tyranny of the 
Duke of Orleans’s Favourite 7 clofing all with Af- 
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furances that Mary de Medicis knew nothing of 
Gaftoii s Expedition to Languedoc. The latter was 
falfe, and Lewis had infallible Proofs of her know¬ 
ing and approving it in his Hands. Iam forry , Paid 
lie to Filliers , very coldly, my* Brother ufes my 
Mother fo ill , might have fav'd herfelf this 

Trouble , //* follow'd my good Advice. 

/ thought that fie did indeed Love me , but fie 
has lately given me fo many , certain Tokens 

of her ill Will , fto / ctftf hardly believe what fie 
fays of her Affetlion to me to be Sincere. / ton? 

‘Z/ery tm7 n?to /toe /fe tof to Commotions in 
Languedoc, her Jewels were Sold to raife Money to 
carry on a War with vie* Say True , has fie order'd 
you now to Fifit Monfieur the Cardinal * i here it 
flicks : Nothing is to be done but with the Ap* 
probation of the Minifler: Has this Cardinal a 
Mafter ? Is he a Servant to a Man, and dares he 
fet his Will above the Duty of his Prince ? No, 
Sir , reply'd Filliers , but I (ball for all that pay my 
mfi humble RefpeSis to him wherever 1 fit til meet 
him. Since your ALjefty commands me to fpeak the 
Truth , / will not dijfemble, the*Queen Mother is 
as much Prepojfefs'd againfi the Cardinal as ever . 
If fie really lov d me , fays Lewis, 0:e wou'd love 
alfo a Minifter that has done fo many ufiful and 
glorious Things for my Crown fence the Siege of Ro¬ 
chelle ; I fee there's no hope of a fincere Reconcilia¬ 
tion as long as the Queen my Another , keeps fuch fort 
of People about h erf as la Fargis and Chanteloube. 
Filliers reply’d, Sir, the Queen knows Aladam du 
Fargis very well. She know her very well, anfwers 
the King, 1 can't think it. That Creature is one 
cf thofe mifehievous Fipers of Lion, who concerted 
with the Duke de Beliegarde, the Keeper of the 
Seals Marillac, and other Wretches, to put the 
Queen my Mother upon making fuch a Noife and 
Stir . Lewis inflead of taking hold of this Oppor¬ 
tunity to reconcile with the Perfon, to whom, next 
under God, he ow'd his Being, thought of ma¬ 
king ufe of it, to gain over Pvylaurens , and by that 
means bring Cafion to an Accommodation upon 
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any Terms be fhou’d pleafe to grant him. When 
Villiers came to take his lafl Orders, upon his Re¬ 
turn to BruJfeUy Lewis told him, he had intercepted 
a Letter, wherein Father Chanteloube made a Jeft 
of Des Rochets Vifit to his Mother, and faid Ihe 
wou’d never be reconcil’d to him. The Rogue , added 
he, thought I woud have fent Des Roches again t 
that he ?night again have made himfelf merry with 
my Me ([ages. I mull confefs , I Jfjoud have difpatctid 
him thither once more , if the Infolence of that Rafcal 
had not made me change my Refclution. How can 1 be 
fatisfy d oj the good Intentions of the Queen my Mo¬ 
ther , when I fee her protect fuch a miferable Hypocrite . 
cc I am afraid, fays a French Author , this Inter- 
tc cepted Letter was one of Richlieus Rogue’s 
cc Tricks, or Father Jofepb' s, to hinder the Kings 
u being mollify’d by fo many MefTengers from his 
“ Mother. I fay Rogues Tricks, for in fine the 
tc Cardinal, Father Jofeph , and Father Chanteloube , 
4C were all Rafcals alike. ” ’Twas likely the French 
Nation fhou’d be happy, when whoever had the 
Miniflry, they were fure to have a Man of that 
Chara&er at the Head. Whether Mary de Medicis 
or Richlieu prevail’d, a Rafcal, if you believe this 
French Man, was fure to be Prime Minijler and 
what Friends fuch Wretches are to Liberty, one 
need not be told, their Character explaining it fuf- 
ficiently. 

In Decency Lewis was oblig’d to deliberate with 
his Council what was to be done on this Occafion j 
his Mother and Brother had made him Propofals of 
Accommodation, and the People wou’d have cry’d 
out Shame, had he taken no Notice of them j but 
when his Council took them into Confideration, 
Richlieu made a long Speech againft both Mary de 
Medicis and Gafton , letting forth that it was abfo- 
lutely necefiary to keep them out of the Kingdom 
while they were out, and had fuch Evil Counfellors 
about them. 

What a Blefled Councellor in the mean Time had 
Lewis the Juft: in himfelf! True, his Councils ferv’d 
for the Foundation of an Arbitrary , Defpotiok Power 

in 
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in France, and Mazarine treading in his Steps, oar* 
ry'd on that dreadful Building, in the Ruin of the 
French Liberty, and almoft the Liberty of all Europe , 
his SuCcelTors having perfifd the fame Plan. But 
there at laft arofe a Genius for Council and War, 
that overturn’d this Terrible Fabrick, and never 
wou’d it have lifted up its Head again, had Heaven 
thought fit to have continu’d its Miniftry. 

While thefe things were in Debate at Paris , Fran¬ 
cis , Cardinal of Lorraine, was Negotiating his Mar¬ 
riage with Combalet , but he infilled on the entire 
Relli’tution of that Dutchy and Bar, to his Brother 
Duke Charles. Richlieu fearing Francis 1 s Courtfhip 
of his Neice, was only an Amufement to gain thole 
Advantages for his Brother, kept him off, under 
pretence that there was not fufficient Security offer'd 
For the 100000 Crowns a Year, and the Dutchy, 
which Francis was to have to fupport Combalet , ac¬ 
cording to the Quality of Richlieu 1 sCoufin, That 
.Matter had been almoft accommodated, but Francis 
continuing to demand the Reftitution of Nanci , and 
Richlieu being too proud of that Acquifition, to part 
with it on Uncertainties, for when Ywas agreed to. 
Who con’d anfwer that the Cardinal of Lorraine 
wou’d perform his Treaty better than his Brother 
Charles had done his ; Richlieu told him he Paffio- 
nately defird to enter into the Alliance of the JHoufe 
of Lorraine , but his Neice having a long while de- 
figri’d to retire to a Cloifter, he cou’d not prefently 
difpofe her to change her Mind. Francis not doubt¬ 
ing but this Coldnefs of his was to get him to con¬ 
clude the Affair without any Obligation from Lewis 
to reftore what was taken from his Brother, talk’d 
no more of the Marhage, and took his Leave of 
Richlieu to be gone. My Lord , faid the Cardinal, 
7 ny Neice is oblig'd to you for the Honour you have 
done her we Jhall know in a Months Time , whether 
fie will depart from her Intention to go into a Con¬ 
vent \ you fiall be the firfl who is acquainted with 
it , if fie refolves to the co?itrary 0 This he faid with 
fitch a Sullen Air, that Francis might perceive he 
was in a Rage to have his Neice made a Dupe in 
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this Affair : For he went on, Let us novo talk of 
another Bufinefs , you knoxv y my Lord , that according 
to the Treaty of Chgrmes, the Princejs Margaret 
your Sifter , ought to have been put into the King's 
Hands in Three Months Time . Thefe Three Months 
are expir'd, his Majefty mil have the Marriage 
declar'd Null by the Parliament , One of the main 
Grounds of the Procefs is, the Rape , that is , the 
Se duttion of Monfieur by Perfons of your Houfe, 
Monfieur, the Duke of Lorraine, muft not take it 
amifs, if he is cited to anfwer this Matter before! 
the Parliament . Was there ever any thing more 
Infolent ? A Soveraign Prince, the Elder Branch of 
the Houfe of France , to anfwer before a Tribunal, 
funk to that low Degree of Credit and Authority, 
for giving the Princefs his Sifter, in Marriage to the 
French King's Brother, compell’d by the Tyranny of 
a Minifter to leave the Kingdom. The Cardinal of 
Lorraine reply’d, his Brother was not oblig’d to de¬ 
liver up his Sifter by the Treaty, which he had per¬ 
form’d to the utmoft of his Power, in earneftly fol- 
liciting the Duke of Orleans to fend her to France* 
In a word, he pray’d Richlieu to interceed with the 
King, that his Brother might not be affronted with 
a Citation, with which, as being a Soveraign Prince, 
he cou’d not comply. However, on the Sixteenth 
otjanmry, 1^34, the King went in Perfon to the 
Parliament, attended by the Prince of Conde , the 
Count de Soiffons , the Dukes de Chevreufe , d ’ Vfez P 
de Chaunes , and de la Kahtte ; the Marefchals de 
Chatillon and de Brez.e , the Count de Trefmes , the 
Marquis de Nejle , the Marquis de Sourdis , and 
feveral other Great Lords. Richlieu , contrary to all 
Ufage, wou’d needs harangue the Parliament, to 
whom the Chancellor, the Keeper of the Seals, the 
Firft Prefident, or other of the King’s Officers and 
Servants, us’d only to fpeakon fucb Occasions. The 
Cardinal having fet forth all his Eloquence in Praife 
of himfeif, and vilifying the King’s Mother and Bro¬ 
ther, the Declaration againft the Duke of Orleans's 
Marriage was read, and Regifter’d, and another, by 
which the King fupprefs’d at once, tecoQo Officers, 

as 
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as Richheu told the Parliament, for the Eafe, of the 
People. u Such, fays my Author , a French Man, 
u is the deplorable Condition of the French , fince 
iC they were fo bafe as to fuffer the Eftablifhment 
£C of Arbitrary Power. An infinite Number of Of- 
ic fices have been Erefted to raife Money •, Rich Men 
c< are forc'd to buy them, and a little while after, 
4< thofe that bought them, are Cafhier’d for the 
u Eafe cf the Subjeft* ” A Happy Conftitution* 
which thofe that are enamour’d with French Poli¬ 
ticks may imitate if they think fit. 

We will now fee what Lewis the Juft fays parti¬ 
cularly of his Brother’s Marriage, and his annulling 
it by the Declaration above-mention'd. We fhall 
obferve in it the Grand Air affe&ed by France , fince 
fhe had the good Fortune to be Govern'd by Cardinals 
and Priefts. Our only Brother , fays Lewis, being in 
the Hands of the Enemies of the Grandeur of our 
t\own 0 whoj to engage him in the Inter efts ofaHotife, 
the Alliance of which , has always been of little Pro¬ 
fit to France, have procurd him to Marry again ft 
our exprefs Will *, and we having try d feveral ways 
to no purpofe , to bring our Brother back to his Duty , 
and not being willing to omit any thing in an Af¬ 
fair of fo great Importance , we have refolv’d to de¬ 
clare our felf our Intention in our Parliament Pray 
mind of what Authority this Auguft Tribunal is, 
all the Honour they have, is to hear what the 
King intends, perhaps a little before other People. 
And to declare to all the World , that this pretended 
Marriage , being contrary to the Fundamental Laws 
of our State , and the Dignity of our Crown being 
concern'd in the Affront we have receiv'd^ we will 
never confent to it . God forbid that Pofterity flioud 
one Day reproach ns for being lefs Jealous of the 
Glory of France, than our Predecejfors. All the 
while did the Pious Richlieu aim at nothing lefs, 
by diffolving this Marriage, than to oblige Mon- 
fieur to marry Combalet his Neice, whofe Husband 
had been an ordinary Gentleman, from whofe Bed 
his Unkle afpir’d, to lift her to that of the King's’ 
Brother, and it maybe to that of the King himlelf, 
by Lewis’s Death* After 
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After all this is laid, the King in his Declaration 
very kindly and pompoully invited his Brother Ga - 
/Ion, to come and take the Glorious Rank of the Second 
Per Jon of the Firft Kingdom of Europe. If this 
Firffc Kingdom of Europe had had the .Misfortune 
to have feen that General on the Banks of the Somme , 
who drove the bed Army fhe ever had into the 
Danube , what a Jeft wou'd the Glorious Rank have 
been now to all Europe ? Is there no Moral Vertue 
from which the Princes of France are not exempted ? 
Is Vanity a Foible or a Vice in any one but them ? 
Is Modefly not becoming in them ? And cannot a 
King be truly Great, without being always bragging 
of it? Efpeciallyif he contributes nothing to his 
Greatnefs but by fetting his Name to Edicts, Ordi¬ 
nances and Orders. Richlieu made him declare, 
That the Happy Succefs of all his Enterprise s % teas 
the Effett of the Councils , and the Wife ConduSl of 
his Miniflers . The Matter and the Servant are the 
very Pinks of Modetty, and whoever wants to adorn 
themfelves with that Vertue, let him confult their 
Hiftory. 

Nothing in the World cou’d be more Rafti and 
Arbitrary than this Attempt to diffolve a Mar¬ 
riage that had been Confummated. For God’s 
fake, What’s the Will of a Prince, to the Com¬ 
mand of God ? Befides, on a Political Account, 
had it not been Richlieu' s good Fortune, that the 
Dutchefs of Orleans did not bring a Son into the 
World, what Mifcheivous Confequences mutt this 
pretended Diflolution have been attended with ? 
Had the King and Monfieur dy’d without any 
Heirs, but what fhou’d have been born of this 
Marriage thus annull’d, wou’d not the Princes of 
the Blood have difputed the Crown ? Wou’d not 
the Younger Brethren of the Son born to Gaflon 7 
by the Princefs Margaret 9 had fhe had more Sons 
than one, have pretended that the Eldeft was bom 
during the Nullity of the Marriage, or wou’d not 
the Princes of the Blood, to divide the Royal 
Family, have always been ready to raife Commo¬ 
tions in favour of this or that Heir of the .Crown, 
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the Title being then liable to be controverted ? 
But all thele Confiderations, and the Confufions 
that might arife from them, cou’d not reftrain 
Richlieu from revenging himfelf in this manner, 
on the Houfe of Lorraine , and the Duke of Or¬ 
leans. 

Soon after the Arrival of the Cardinal of Lor¬ 
raine at Afire court ^ where the Duke his Brother 
then refided, the latter made a Formal Refigna- 
tion of his Dutchy to Cardinal Francis his Bro¬ 
ther, who fent a Gentleman to Notify it to Lewis 
and Richlieu . The latter inveigh’d againft both 
Charles and Francis , about the Marriage, and read¬ 
ing the Subfcrption of a Letter, the Exprefs had 
brought, Duke of Lorraine , He cry’d, This Title is 
affum'd to deceive the King ., but roe are not to be 
Trick'd by it. He faid fo many Outragious Things 
againfl the Houfe of Lorraine , that the Gentleman 
who brought him the Letter, fell a Trembling, He 
afterwards recover’d himfelf, and very handfome- 
ly vindicated his Mafter, the Cardinal, Duke of 
Lorraine. Richlieu continu’d to rail at him, and 
at laft faid, 9 Till now I have profefs'd my felf to 
be one of the Cardinal of Lorraine’s Servants , but 
Jince I fee he will follow bis Brother s ill Example , 
1 am oblig'd to declare my felf his Enemy . A 
Notable Enemy had the Bifhop of Lucon been to 
the Duke of Lorraine if the King of France , his 
Matter, vvou’d have hearken’d to the Crys of his 
Mother, his Brother, and all his People, How¬ 
ever as it was now, his Power was fo great, that 
he oblig’d the New Duke of Lorraine , the Prin- 
cefs Claude his j Coufin, whom he had marry’d, 
the Princefs of Pbaltzburghj to make their Efcape 
in Difguifes from Nanci> for fear of being fhut 
up in Prilon : A Circumftancc happen’d in it, 
which was merry enough. The Duke chofe the 
Firft of April to execute his Purpofe, and it be* 
ing the Cuftom of the Lorrainers , as it is of the 
Englijh , to put little Tricks on People on that 
Day, to call them April Fools } the Duke caus’d it 
to be given out feveral times before he fled, that 
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he was gone the Count de Brafacy Governor of 
Nanciy fent to fee whether it was true or not, 
and always found him and his Dutcheis there, 
where they were lodg’d under a French Guard. 

Being often impos'd upon by fuch Reports, when 
the Firft of April came, the Duke and his Con- 
fort got off in Difguife j a Peafant met them on 
the Bridge, and told a Soldier of the Guard, who 
Communicated it to his Officer, and he thinking it 
was to make an April Fool of him , Poyfon d\ 
Avril y as they cal! in Lorraine 7 neglefted it. Two 
Hours after he told the Governor what he had 
heard, ^and Brajfac negle&ed it alfo, on the 
fame filly Account, infomuch, that no fearch was 
made for them, til! they were too far gone to be 
over-taken. By the Evalion of this Prince and thp 
Two PrincefTes, the Houfe of Lorraine was entire¬ 
ly difpers’d, and Lewis the Juft kept Pofiefiion of 
their Territories, having no manner of Pretence to 
deprive them of their Right but that of Force, 
fo little agreeable to the Sirname he had aflum’d. 
The Dutchefs of Guife was banifh’d the Kingdom 
for endeavouring to fupport the Marriage of Mon- 
fimr with the Princefs of Lorraine , and (hewing 
too much Concern for the Misfortunes of that Fa¬ 
mily. In the mean time Gafton 7 Duke of Orleans , 
to fruftrate all attempts to annul his Marriage* 
folemnly ratify’d it at Brujfels , arid with all the 
Forms which it was pretended had been omitted, 
and without which the Popift Cafuifts ailedge, 
it lay liable to Objection. 

During thefe Tranfaftions the Two Favourites 
of Mary de Ait diets and Gafton had perpetual 
Quarrels. Mary de Aiedicis had a new fupport, 
the’ a friiall one, in the Friendship of the Princefs 
of Phaltz.hurgh 7 Sifter to the Duke of Lorraine , 
Who tvas retir’d to Brujfels 7 not fo much for the 
fecurity of her Perfon, as to follow her Lover 
Puylaurens , of whom fhe was become Jealous, This 
Favourite of Gafton had, as fhe was inform’d, fre¬ 
quently vifited Madamoifelle de Chimai y Daughter 
of the Princefs of that Name,, and was very much 
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in Love with her ; For Puylaurens, fugitive as lie 
was, minded Gallanty in his Exile, as well as Po¬ 
liticks, and his Amours were often what Richlieu 
upbraided him with, tho* himfelf was as Guilty 
that way as any one. Fuylaurens before he left 
Lorraine , had receiv’d a Romantick Favour of the 
Princefs of Pbaltz.burgh , a Blew Ribon with an 
Amorous Device, which he always wore on his 
Breaft, till he had feen Madamoifelle de Chimai 9 
and then he chang’d the Blew Ribon for a Green 
one, Madamoifelle’s Favourite Colour. The Princefs 
of Phaltuburgh retiring to Brujfels , fell in imme¬ 
diately with Mary de Aledicis to be reveng’d on 
Fuylaurens , and engag’d the Dutchefs of Orleans 
to do him all the ill Offices (he cou’d with the 
Duke; but her Power over him was nothing in 
comparifon with his Favourite’s. Gaft on had given 
himfelf up as entirely to Fuylaurens as Lewis was 
given up to Richlieu , and the - Duke of Orleans's 
Favourite continu’d to giveMary deMedicisfach fre¬ 
quent Mortifications, that fhe relov’d, on any Terms, 
to be reconcil'd to her Son the King. She con- 
defcended fo far as to write a Submifhve Letter to 
Richlieu , and lent her* Fir ft Efquire, Monfieur Laleu y 
to 'Negotiate her return with the King and Car¬ 
dinal. ~This Gentleman was a Man of Parts and 
Addrefs, and Richlieu fearing he might move the 
King in a particular Audience, got his Majefty 
to order him to deliver his Letter in Council, 
where Seguier , Keeper of the Seals, declar’d his 
Opinion againft the return of Mary de Medicis 7 
till Chanteloube , St. Germain , and the Aftrologer, 
Fabroni , were put into the Hands of Juftice: A 
Preliminary Richlieu knew the Queen Mother wou’d 
never confent to, and therefore caus’d Seguier to 
propofe ir on purpofe to hinder the Queen's being 
reconcil’d to her Son. Every one cry’d out 
Shame againft this Obftinacy and Infolence of 
Richlieu , and the inflexible Temper of Lewis , 
with refpett to the Perfon in the World whom he 
ought to have moft Lov’d and Honour’d. The Re¬ 
flections of a French Hiftorian on this event are very 
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juft. Such , fays he, are the firdnge effefts of Am¬ 
bition and Self love y a little\ Priesl rais’d by a 
mighty Queen to a Sovereign degree of Fortune , 
is not contented to have reduc’d his Benefattrefs fo 
lovo i as to humble herfelf before him , and acknow¬ 
ledge his Power fo far y as to protefl that a main 
Re afon , of her defiring an Accommodation was to give 
him new Proofs of the Sencerity of her Friendjbip y 
the Widow of Henry the. Great, the Mother of 
the King of France, of the Queens , of Spain and 
England, ends her Life in a fort of Exile , becaufe 
Armand John du Pleiiis, third Son of a Gentleman 
of Poittou, is afraid his Prodigious Fortune wou’d 
be in danger , if his firfi BenefaBref < liv’d with 
the King her Son. He who thought himfelf happy 
in the Bifhoprick of Lucon , now will be.Tatisfy’d 
with nothing left than the abfolute Government of 
Lewis and France. The delivering up thqfe of the 
Queen’s Domefticks^ whom fhe lov’d heft was an 
Article from which the King wou’d not depart, 
and to fhew Laleu that his Miftreft^ muft expett 
no Accommodation without it, himfelf;was kept 
Eight Hours without Audience. Richljeii appear’d 
little in this. Matter,* he put his Creatures upon 
fpeaking what he.wou’d have them ,\ta throw the 
Odium off himfelf. He for his own part^ invited '.Laleu 
to his Houfe at Rucf where he found him alone, 
and was received by him with fuch Extraordinary 
Complements, that the Queen’s Efquire>was ihti 
manner confounded. The Cardinal’s deceitful Speech 
on this Occafion is worth reading: - 

, r ''.x.tj 

• * < H ^ I -* 3 . 

There is nothing futprifing" r fays he perceiving 
Laleu s Confufion. / have fuch a profound Refpett 
for the Queen Mother , fo fir ong a Pajfion to fhew 
how much I am devoted to her , that r cqu\d\ treat 
all thofe that, comes from Bet with much snore' De- 
tUnclion. L cannot well- tell, you haw I was ‘overjoy’d 
when / read the Letter fhe did me the fionQur to 
write me. \r What matter af fdomjort wiB>tt be to x m$ y 
to find that the Malice ofit he Enemies ofthe'St ate , 
has not, heed able to J.ejfeifjer goodmfsitowards me , 
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that it is fo rooted in hr Hearty that {be again lets 
it {hoot out to my inexprejfible Joy. 1 moft humbly 
entreat her AJajefiy to permit me to give her cer¬ 
tain Marks of the Gratitude of my Intentions by 
/peaking to her hereafter with the fame freedom I 
us'd to do befcre 1 unhappily loft the Honour of 
her good Graces and Confidence. Things are gone 
fo far , 9 tis impoffible but there mu ft be feme remains 
of Sufpicion and Diffidence • Let all the Clouds be 
aifpers'd once , and then we ftjall build on a folid 
Foundation. The new knot of Friendjbip forming between 
the King and the Queen Mother will become in- 
difloluble for the future , fhe will receive all the 
Tokens of AffeElion and Tendernefs that fhe can ex- 
peEl from the heft Son upon Earth , as foon as flje 
will take Two or Three Steps , which the King thinks 
neceffary , As for my felf 1 protect to the Queen , 
/ will do her all the Service that lies in my Power , 
and will let no Opportunity flip to fljew h%r that 
the Remembrance of her Goodnefs to me will never 
be blotted out of my Heart j 1 only beg her Aia- 
jePly to confider that the Place I am in , obliges me 
indijpenfibly to purfue the King's Intention with the 
utmoft ExaclnejSj and that in the prefent Conjuntlure 
/ cannot depart from what he preferibes me* without 
fenfibly Difpleafwg him. 

Notwithftanding all this, was Richlieu his very 
felf the occafion of Lewis his Mailer’s inlifting on 
his Mother s giving up Three of her moft faith¬ 
ful Servants to his Revenge. *Twas very ftrange 
that the Cardinal of Richlieu fhou’d have forgot, 
wbat the Bifhop of Lucon told the Dukeak Luines 
on theifubjefl: of St. Germain , one of the Men he 
defil’d to be deliver'd up, Luines refenting a Ma- 
nifefto pubiifh'd by that Abbot, when the Queen 
Mother took Arms at Angers , demanded he fhou’d 
be baniftfd the Queen’s Court. Her Majefty , fays 
RichlieUj then Bifhop of Lucon , will rather per iff) 
than abandon any of her Domefticks: Monfieur de 
St. Germain, who has done her good Service , will 
always have the Honour of her Fret e [lien. Laleu 

returning 
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returning to Bruffels , gave the Queen a melanchol- 
ly Account of the ill Succefs of his Negotiation. 
Her Domeftick, who doubted not of Richlieu’s ready 
embracing the Queen’s humble Offers for an Ac¬ 
commodation, fhe having condefcended to court 
his Favour, and promis’d him her Frietidlhip, ex¬ 
pected to be in France in a few Days, and were 
terribly difappointed, to find the King and hisMi- 
nifter was fo far from granting the Requeft of the 
Queen Mother, that there was no profpeCt of her 
return at all. To make one attempt more, Mary 
de Medlcis refolv’d to fend Father Suffren , her Con- 
felfor, to the King, as whofe Confeffor he had 
alfo [been •, but a Pafsport being demanded for 
him, Richkeu fearing the Influence this’Jefuit might 
have over a Confcience he had directed. and which 
was it felf very Timerous and Scrupulous when 
’twas not govern'd by the Cardinal’s Cafuifts, wou’d 
not let Suffren have a Pafsport, crying, his coming 
was needlefs, till her Majefty had done what the 
King defir’d of her. Mary de Medicis was the 
only Perfon of all her Family who did not de- 
fpair, finding their return to France was impoffible, 
without fhe wou’d do Things which did not con- 
fift either with Juftice, Honour or Gratitude. 
Puyliiurens faw, with Pleafure, that all her endea¬ 
vours after a Reconciliation were ineffectual, and 
particularly, that the Cardinal wou’d hear of no Ac¬ 
commodation his till Enemy, Chanteloube, was given 
up. This Favourite of Gafton did not doubt, the 
Court wou’d be better difpos’d to receive again 
the Prefumptive Heir to the Crown. The Delbenes 
reviv’d a Negotiation, Overtures were made by 
Richlteu , and Couriers were daily coming and 
going between Paris and Bruffels , at which the 
Queen Mother, the Marquis d‘ Jyetorte, Governor 
of the Netherlands upon the Death of the Infanta , 
the Duke d’ Flbeuf , and the Princels ot Phaltz.- 
burg, were terribly allarm’d •, all being done by 
Gaft on and his Favourite without their Participa- 
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They cry’d out that Gaflon was about to make 
ungrateful Returns to the King of Spain] who had 
fogencroufly entertain'd him in his Misfortune, and 
the Marquis £ Ayetone afting in concert with Mary 
de Me diets , they together hinder’d the Duke of 
Orleans's Reconciliation on the Terms Rkhlieu 
wou’d have impos'd upon him. The Abbot Delbene 
^ame twice from Paris to Bruffels, -to perfwade 
Clafton to throw himfelf on the King’s Generofity, 
and not to infift upon a Place of Safety : As alfo to 
Puffer the Validity of his Marriage, with the Prin- 
cefs of. Lorraine^ to be debated and determin’d by 
Commiffioners, but Monfieur wou’d not confent 
to the latter, Lc Coigneux , his Chancellor, had been 
difmifs’d for oppofing Puylaurqjs , but hearing Ga¬ 
smen was likely to come to an Accommodatipn, 
he went to him, and was introduc’d into his Clofet 
by fume of his Friends. He reprefented to him 
his Services, and that he hid abandon’d every thing 
to follow him. Monfieur interrupted him feveral 
times, and at lafr left him, faying only, I will 
take care of your Interefis . Such is the Gratitude 
of French Princes, fueh the Reward of their moft 
faithful and ufefuf Servants, and what better can 
one expeft from thofe that think all Mankind are 
oblig’d to ferve them, and they under no Obliga¬ 
tion to ferve any body ; that their Will and Plea - 
fiure is Reafon and Juftice, and that to fuffer for 
Fidelity, is a fort of Glory, which one ought to be 
proud of as much as Tuffering for Confcience^ 
For my one part, thefe Sublime Notions have no 
Effect on me, and I fhall never envy the .Condi¬ 
tion of fuch as have had the happinefs to be ruin’d 
by the Ingratitude of Princes. 

Richlieu fearing the Duke of Orleans wou’d en¬ 
ter into new Engagements with the Spaniards , who 
tempted him more than ever on the Profpeft they 
had of lofing him, was refolv’d not to depend on the 
Inconftancy of that Prince, but whether he wou’d 
come to an Accommodation or not, to be flrong 
enough of himfelf to fupport his Fortune. He had 
thoughts of forming a League of his Friends and 
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Dependants, and had the Infolence to make the 
following Speech in the Council, when DeJ better re¬ 
turn’d to Paris, and brought Word that Monfieur 
wou’d not permit his Marriage to be canvafs’d 
by Commifiidners; Ifee but Two Ways, fays he, 
for the King to fecure himfelf againfl the ill De - 
figns of Monfieur, the one depends on the Benedi¬ 
ction of Heaven, the other on , his • Majeflys Prudence . 
7 he firft is the Birth of a Dauphin, by taking a- 
way all hope' of Succeeding to the 7 hr one, the.. Birth 
of an Heir will take away from him the Defign of 
feeing it vacant • The fecohd Expedient conjffts in 

a flriCl 'Union between thofe in whofe Fidility the 
King may confide. This will let all Men of Senfe, 

engag'd in Monfieur’i Party fee that if any attempt 
is made on the Life of the King, there will not only 
be Perfons difpos'd to revenge' fo horrid a Crime , 
but that Monfieur will find a powerful League ready 
to oppofte him and his Party, even tho r the Throne 
became vacant by the ordinary i Ways. If Monfieur 
fees once that the Succejfion to the Throne may be 
flrongly difputed after the Death of the King , he 
will not defire it\ his Inter eft will make him comply 
with the King's good Servants, whofe Confederacy will 
be formidable if he does not aCl according to Reafon . 
Tins Expedition will defend the State againfl: the 
Pernicious Defigns of the Spaniards Abroad , and the 
Difafelled at Home, in cafe the King fhoud dye. 
Neither the one nor the other will dare to compel 
Monfieur grant them what they may demand y as 
the Reward of their having .protetled and defended 
him • 7 heir Power will be counterbalanc'd by the V- 
nion of the Kings faithful Servants, who find their 
fecurity in maintaining the jufl Rights of Monfieur, 
and defending the State againfl the Enterprises of 
the Spaniards. 2 

Did ever one meet with fo Infolent and Infamous 
a Propofal, againfl: the Preemptive Heir of fo 
abfolute a Monarchy? He infinuates no lefs than 
that Gallon had Defigns againfl the Life of his 
Brother, and wou’d have the King’s Council enter 
into an Aflotiation to fup.port his Interefls, which 
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he calls thole of the State, in cafe Afonfeeur Ihou’d 
outlive his Brother. By this and the Poilefiion of fo 
many ftrong Towns held by him and his Rela¬ 
tions and Creatures, he doubted not to be able to 
oblige Gallon to come to an Accommodation 
with him, if Lewis, who was as weak in Body 
as in Mind, Ihou’d dye without a Son. He had 
another Projeft, if a Son had been born and the 
Kingdy’d, which was by the Power of hisj Confe¬ 
deracy, to get himfelf declar’d Regent, and to banifh 
the Duke of Orleans to Venice , where he Ihou’d 
live on a fmall Penfion. The King, who heard 
this fine Speech, faid nothing. He Kern'd to have 
terrible Apprehenlions of the Confequences of his 
Brother’s Succefiion to ali his faithful Servants, 
if Ricblieu's Meafures were not taken. But the 
Death of the Cardinal’s Friend, Wallefiein in Ger¬ 
many, having puzzl’d his Foreign Affairs, he was 
forc’d to turn his Thoughts that way, and leave 
his Domefrick Affairs to another Opportunity. 
Gafton continuing firm in his Refolution not to 
have his Marriage devolv'd, enter’d into a new 
Treaty with the laniards, which was fufpended 
a little by an attempt made to Affaffinate his Fa¬ 
vourite Tuylaurens, who was fhot in bis Palace, 
but the Wound was flight. The Aflaflin got off 
in the hurry and fright it put Gallon's whole Court 
into. Who it was that employ’d this AlTaflin to 
murder Tuylaurens was not difcover’d, but ’twas 
generally thought, that Chanteloube was the Man 
that fet him to Work, and fome Souldiers he us’d 
to have about him were taken up and examin’d, 
w hich Mary de Medicis highly refented. The Duke 
d’ Elbe uf and the Princefs of Thaltz.burgh were fuf 
pefted to have had a Hand in the Plot againft Tuy¬ 
laurens ■, the former was playing with Monfieur in 
his Clofet, when the Favourite was wounded, and 
’twas faid he had contriv’d to be there on purpofe 
to prevent Sufpicion. Be it as it will, Gafton , who 
was mightily concern’d for the danger his Favourite 
had been in, look’d very fourly on d' Elbeuf iince 
that Accident happen’d, knowing the Duke hated 
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Puylaurens. D' Elbeuf took an occafion to juftify 
himfelf, and Monfieur reply cl, I don't believe you 
woud engage in Juch a Villan&us Defign, if I had 
thought fo , IJljoud have puntftid you for it before now 3 
I woud only have you to know, that if I coud dif 
cover the Author of this Attempt and his Accom m 
plices , Iwou'd not fpare them . J)’ Elbeuf provok’d 
at Monfieurs Carriage towards him, and that 
he fhou'd in the leaft doubt of his Innocence, 
faid, Sir 9 I have loft all my EJiate for your Ser~ 
vice , I woud at leajl preferve my Honour • Tour 
Honour % reply’d Gafton, I do not meddle with 
it , I leave it all entire to you. As to your Eftate , 

'tis well known you were ruin'd and had loft your 
Government before you came to me % Elbeuf anfwer’d, 

9 Tis True, Sir, but J have been offer'd my Govern¬ 
ment fince if 1 woud abandon you . They don't be¬ 
lieve it in France, reply’d Gafton , I know very well 
what they think of you there . Let them think what 
they pleafe , fays Elbeuf 1 underftand, Sir , you are 
about an Accommodation with the King *, if by chance 
you have comprehended me in it , 1 beg you to do 
me the Favour to raz,e out what concerns me, I will 
never return to France but with the Queen your Mo¬ 
ther . Gafton fell into a furious Paffion, and Elbeuf 
was no lefs furious, venting againft Puylaurens tfie 
Choller, he durft not vent againft the Brother of 
his King Du Condrai-Montpenfier , the Favourite's 
Creature and Confident, challeng'd the Duke d * 
Elbeuf wh(j> bid the Gentleman’ that brought the 
Challenge tell du Coudrai , He wou'd have him Can'd, 
that ’twas not for him to fet himfelf on a level with 
a Prince ; that 'Puylaurens wou'd fight him , he 
might lay afide his Quality , to let him fee he knew 
how to rid himfelf of his Enemies by Honourable 
ways 9 and not by hiring Affaffins. Misfortunes are 
always apt to four Peoples Tempers,and Chanteloube 
and Puylaurens not being able to gain their Ends 
by their Negotiations in France , animated Mary 
fie Medicis and Gafton more againft each other, 
as if each was the Occafion of the others Difap- 
pointment, Thefe Heats fo Imprudent andU'nna- 
* ' ' “ ‘ 1 ' ' tura-l, 
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tural, caus’d continual jars among their Domefticks, 
infcmucb, that Mary de Medicis was forc’d to go 
to Antwerp^ under Pretence of a Religious v Viht 
to fome Saint, that her Servants might not Fight 
with her Son Gafton 9 $> However, the Duke d* 
Eibeuf) as (oon as Puylaurens was well enough 
recover’d of his Wound, fent him a Challenge in 
the following Terms: Since you fa/fely Charge me 
with being the caufe of the Wound that render'd 
your Life in Danger I have made choice of a fure 
and honourable Means to take it from you by my 
own Hand *, come to the Place this Gentleman will 
tell you , bring Three of your Friends with you , I 
will bring Three of mine . Puylaurens accepted of 
the Challenge, and was preparing to go to the 
Place of Rendefvous. Monfieur hearing of it, fet 
Guards upon him, and fell into a violent Paffion 
againft the Duke, The Challenge , fays he, is aim'd 
at me and not Puylaurens j the Affair jf)all be de - 
termin'd in a manner agreeable to a Son of France 
towards a Duke of Eibeuf The glorious Privilege 
to be the Son of a Country. What Laws might 
one not impofe on all one’s Dependants, with To 
Magnificent a Title? Gafton got the Marquis d 9 
Ayetone to defire the Duke d 9 'Eibeuf not to come 
to Bruffels ; the Queen Mother exclaim’d againft 
it, carry’d him thither in her Coach; appointed 
him Lodgings in herPaliace, and fet a Guard upon 
him to hinder his Fighting with Puylaurens. 

Thefe broils went io far, that the # very Prieft 
Chanteloube was forc’d to be guarded, for fear life 
alfo fhou’d have Fought. The Two^ Families of 
Mary de Medicis and Gaft on were fo Quarrelfome, 
that it was as, much as the Governor of the Ne? 
therlands cou’d do to keep them from falling to- 
getiier by the Ears. They were in defpair of re¬ 
turning with Honour to France , and feem’d weary 
of thofe Lives which were to be (pent in Exile, uniefs 
the new Treaty Gafton had enter’d into with Philip 
the IV of Spaing had better Effect than the reft 
had had. The King of Spain oblig’d himfelfto affift 
Gafton with ijooq Men, and Money in proportion, 

which 
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which the Duke of Orleans was to'repay when 
he cou’d get it, or when he came to the Crown. 
Mary de Medtcis refus’d to Sign this Treaty, which 
at the bottom was not fo fincere on the fide of 
Monfieur as on that of the Spaniards. ’Twas one 
of his, or his Favourite’s Artifices, to conceal their 
Negotiation with Lewis \ and this Deceit was fo 
far carry’d on, that Gaft on fent one of his Guards 
with Letters to his Friends, to give them Notice 
of a Treaty which he defir’d them to fupport; 
Richlisu had the Soldier fiez’d and bang’d, to a- 
mufe the Spaniards with a belief that the Duke 
of Orleans was in Earneft, while he was endea¬ 
vouring to get out of their Hands as foon and as 
well as he cou’d. The poor Fellow was facrifis’d 
to the Bloody Politicks of Richlieu and Puylamrens. 
There happen’d another Accident in this Affair of 
the Treaty, which look’d like Collufion. The King 
of Spain’s Ratification of it was fent to Flanders by 
a Ship from Sebaftian, which either thro’ ftrels of 
Weather, or rather Treachery, was driven into 
Calais, and this Paper, of all the reft, happen’d to 
fall into the Hands of the Mayor of that Town, 
who fent it to Court, and Orders were difpatch’d 
to the Governors of the Frontiers to be on their 
Guard, tho’ Richlieu and Puylaurens ftill carry’d 
on the Reconciliation of the Two Royal Brothers, 
and it daily drew nearer to an Endi, 

The New League between Gafton and the Spa- 
wards, tho’ manag’d with fo much Treachery on. 
the Duke of Orleans’s fide, made Richlieu prepare 
for an open Rupture with Spain , knowing the In- 
eonftancy of Orleans , and the readinefs of the Court 
of Madrid to fupport him. In order to this he 
let Treaties of Alliance on foot with feveral Neigh- 
b’ring Princes, efpecially of Italy, and the Count 
de Noialles was difpatch'd away to Rome, to keep 
the Pope from taking Meafures in favour of the 
Houfe of Auftria. Urban was then about to fend 
an Extraordinary Nuntio to Paris , to mediate for 
the Queen Mother, the Duke of Orleans, and the 
Houfe of Lorraine. This Nuntio was to be Julius 

Mazarine, 
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Mazarine, who fince his Succefsful Negotiations 
to put a ftop to the War in Italy, had embrac'd 
the Ecclefiaftical Profeflion. The Pope thought he 
cou’d fend no Body elfe that wou’d be more a- 
greeable to the French Court * 7 but Richlleu was 
jealous of Mazarine's great Capacity* He was afraid 
lead the Cunning Infinuating Italian , fhou’d make 
ufe of the Privilege of Nuntio, to entertain the 
King in Private, and fpeak in favour of the Princes 
he refolv’d to continue to Profecute , therefore, 
one of the Count dc Noialles's Inftruttions was to 
do his utmoft to prevent Mazarine's being fent to 
France • which, however, he cou’d not obtain, the 
Italian having too well fecur’d his Intereft again#; 
all the Intrigues of the French AmbafTador. Tho* 
the Count de jNoial/es joyn’d with the Marefchai 
de Crequi to obtain the Pope’s DifTolution of the 
Duke of Orleans's Marriage, yet both Vrban , and his 
Nephew Cardinal Barberino , were Inflexible, and 
wou’d by no means content to it. 

Another Mortification happen’d to Richlieu about 
the fame time, he being difappointed in his Ele&ion 
to the Coadjutorfhop of the Biihoprick of Spire in 
Germany , to which he pretended. The Eleftor of 
Triers was Bifhopof that Diocefs, and being in t the 
Power of th z French, the Cardinal thought he might 
eafily get himfdfdeclar’d his Coadjutor. But the Em¬ 
peror order'd feis AmbafTador at Rome, to reprefent to 
the Pope, that he wou’d by no means fuffer Richlieu 
to enjoy any Benefice in the Empire, and wou’d 
rather hazard his Crown than give Inveftiture of 
it to the greateft Enemy of his Houfe. If the Car¬ 
dinal had got that Biihoprick, he doubted not of 
getting that of Triers alfo with the Electorate* 
The Eleftor, brib’d by Richlieu , engag'd the Chapter 
of Spire in his Intereft, and they fent a Canon to Rone 
to follicite in favour of the Cardinal. The Canon 
was fupported by the Minifter of France , but Vrban 
wou’d not hear of the Cardinal’s Admiffion to that 
Coadjutorfhip, faying. It was againft the German Con¬ 
cordat, adding, wou*d the French be pleas'd if Ger¬ 
mans were fent to Govern them, and whatever the 
ft* Ambaf- 


of FRANCE. 167 

Ambaflador cou’d urge in behalf of Ricblieu, the Go- 
adjutorlhip cou’d not be obtain 'd for him. The fame 
Year, 1^34, was Marchevi/le the Ambaflador of 
trance at Conftantintple , for fonie Influences com¬ 
mitted there by him, order’d to be gone in half 
an Hour’s Time on Pain of Death, a Ship being 
got ready for him to embark upon fo fhort 
Warning. Charnace , the French Minifter in Hol¬ 
land, concluded a Treaty with the Dutch againft 
the Spaniards , who having laid Siege to Maeftricht t 
Gafton, Duke of Orleans , was prelent at it, but the 
Marquis d’ Ayetone gave him only good Words, 
and had he been dilpos’d to have executed his 
Treaty with the Spaniards , they were in no Dif- 
pofition, or rather Condition, to execute it on their 
Part, which made him fo chagrin with them, that 
Delhene eafiTy perfwaded Puylaurens 'to get the 
Treaty of Accommodation renew’d. It -was done 
at firft by Letters to prevent its being known, 
for fear Mary de Medkis Ihou’d obftrutt it j we 
lhall fee in the lequel how it fucceeded. 

We have frequently obferv’d that this Prime 
Minifter of Lewis the Juft was a moft irreconcila¬ 
ble Enemy, and his Revenge defended to the 
loweft Obje&s. He cou’d not bear Oppofition nor 
Contradiftion tho’ but in a Paper Quarrel} fuch 
Minifters dread the Appearance of Truth, and will 
not fail to punilh feverely thofe that dare fpeak 
it againft them. The Curate of St. Peter’s in 
Loudim, whole Name was Grandier , had written 
a Satyr, in which Richlieu was not fpar’d ; and the 
Cardinal to be reveng’d on him, ftood 'by the 
Monks of St. Crofs at Loudm y who accus'd 
Grandier ■- of Sorcery, and having bewitch’d the 
Vrfuline Nuns of that Place, feveral of whom 
pretended to be poflefs’d with Devils, and laid it 
all to the charge of Grandier , who was Governor 
of that Nunnery The Man was Learned, a good 
Preacher, and pleafant in Conversation •, he had 
alfo written a Book againft the Celebacy of the 
,-Priefts, and fpoken freely of fome other Practices 
of the Romijh Church. This gave Richlieu a handle 
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to .have him profecuted, and to make his Profe- 
cution go down with ths, People. The Credulous 
Vulgar believ’d that the Nuns were really poffefs’d, 
arid by his means too. But the Authors of this 
Farce. perform’d their Parts To ill, and Grandier 
defended himfelf fo well, that is was a long Time 
before Judges cou’d be found to Condemn him. 
The Parliament of Paris, who never condemn 
any one for Magick alone* were not permitted to 
have Cognizance of the Affair* and thofe that took 
it upon them, to pleafe Richlieu , committed fuch 
Over-lights in their pretended Exorcifims, that the 
Speftators were fully convinc’d of Grandier s In¬ 
nocence by the time his Procefs was finifh’d, and 
his Judges condemn’d him to be burnt. Richlieu 
took this Matter fo much to Heart, that Father 
Jofeph was fent to Loudun to examine Matters, and 
prepare a way for Laubardemont , a Councelior of 
State and the Cardinals Creature, to try Grandier 
in Com million with other hireling Judges. Jofeph 
not finding things fo well attefted as he wifh’d for, 
cunningly difengag’d himfelf from the Bufinefs, 
which Laubardemont went thro’ with the Cruelty 
of fuch Mercenary Magiftrates. Several Perfons 
of Quality went to Loudun to fee the Nuns that 
were poffefs’d, and hear the Exorcifims of thofe that 
were to Cure them. The Exorcifts affefting to 
fhew' their Learning, fpoke in Greek, but it had no 
Effeft on the Nuns, who underftood nothing but 
French *, upon which the Exorcifts cry‘d out, 
There are fome Devils as dull as Ploughmen. The 
Count de Lude , a Young Lord who lov’d to laugh, 
and gave no great Credit to this Conjuration com¬ 
ing to Loudun , pretended to be convinc’d of the 
Truth of it, and laid to one of the Exorcifts, / 
believe verrily *tis as True as the Gofpel • I have 
brought a Box of Relicks with me, they were given 
to one of my Anceftors , and have been keept in our 
Family over fence. Authentick Relicks deferve to be 
held 'in Veneration by Chriftians, Hugonots only 
deny the Power of them . But you know as well 
as 1 1 fee re are abundance of falfe ones j before I put 
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mine in a fine Depofitry * 7 1 woud fain know whethe r 
they are true or no, I cannot have a better Proof 
of it than to apply them to one of thefe Poffefs’d Si¬ 
fters 7 if my Relicks are Authentick, the Devil will find 
out the Virtue and Efficacy of them . The Prieft ap¬ 
prov’d of the Count’s Thought, and one of them 
made a Sign, which Lude obferv’d, and upon which 
one of the Sifters took her Cue. This Sifter had no 
lefs than Seven Devils in her. The Exorcift ad¬ 
vanc’d up to her and apply’cl the Box, the Nun 
cry’d out in a moil terrible Manner, fhe fell into 
violent Convulfions, the Box was taken away, and 
the Poflefs’d became as quiet as before. / don't 
doubt , Sir , fays the Exorcift to the Count, you are 
novo very well fatisfy d of the Truth of your Relicks. 
No more than 1 am of the Truth of the Pofteffion, 
reply’d Lude gravely. Pray do us the Favour, fays 
the Prieft, to lei us fee what is in the Box. Ay , with 
all my Heart, reply'd the Count. The Box was a- 
pen’d in the prefence of abundance of People in¬ 
vited to be Witnefles of the Spe&acle, and no¬ 
thing found within it but fome Hair and Feathers. 
The Prieft cry’d in great Confufion, Ay, Sir, why 
did yoti mock us The Count anfwer’d, And why 
my good Father do you mock God and the World Jo ? 
The Abbot Quillet hearing that the Devil threaten’d 
to carry away any Body that did not believe in 
the Pofteffion, went the next Day and defy’d him 
in prefence of the Exorcifts, declaring he laugh’d 
at his Threats. Laubardemont prefently iffu’d out 
his Warrant to take the Abbot up, and Quillet 
perceiving the whole was a Trick of RickUeu\ 
thought it befl: to be gone, accordingly he fled to 
Italy. Combalet , the Cardinal’s Neice, went to Lou- 
dun alfo to fee the Vrfulines , and was jfo honeft as 
to tell her llnkle the Pvoguery of it was fo plain, 
every one cry’d out fhame againfl; it. Upon which 
Richlieu took off the Penfion of 4000 Livres that 
had been given to the Exorcifts, and after that the 
Devils immediately left the Nunnery. They wou’d 
not declare the Pofteffion to be an Impofture, becaufe 
not only the Cardinal but the King himfelfhad pro- 
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fefs d the belief of the Truth of it, the Bifhop of the 
Diocefs la Rocbepoz.ai had done the fame. The Duke 
of Orleans , who came to France before this matter 
was over, profefs’d it alfo, and ’twas made a fort 
of State Crime to disbelieve it. The Impofture 
was not acknowledg’d till after Grandier had fuf- 
fer’d the cruel Sentence pronounc’d againft him, 
and expir’d in the Flames, infulted by the Priefts 
in the agony of Torment and Death. 

The Parliament of Paris , on the 5 th of September 
1634 ., part an Extraordinary Arret , by which the 
Duke of Orleans's Marriage was not only declar’d 
Null, but the Dukes Charles and Francis of Lorraine , 
and the Princefs of Pbaltzburgh , their Sifter, are 
condemn’d as if they were the King’s Subjefts$ an 
Example which was imitated by the Son of Lewis 
the XHIth, when he caus’d the fame Affront to be 
offer’d in the fame Court to the Prince of Orangey 
our late Soveraign of Glorous Memory, by the 
Name of Mejfire William of Najfau y Burgher of the 
Hague, tho 9 as much a Soveraign as the Prince who 
Affronted him. This violent and unjuft Proceeding 
compleated the Ruin of the Parliaments Reputation. 
All the World faw they had devoted themfelves 
to the Will of the Minifter, and declar’d Duke 
Charles Guilty of Felony and Rebellion, to give a 
Colour>to the King’s annexing the Dutchies of Lor¬ 
raine and Bar to the Crown, and condemn’d the 
Marriage of the Duke of Orleans as a Rape upon 
his Perlbn, tho’ he had fo folemnly confirm’d it fince 
his Arrival at Brujfels , and was fo inflexible on the 
Article of its Diffolution. 

I have already made mention of the Nunciature 
of AFazarine in France ; The Artful, Italian , who 
was refolv’d to make his Court to the Cardinal 
de Richlieu^ and gain the King's good Graces before 
he wou’d accept of that Employment, went to the 
French Ambaffador, andprotefted ’twas forc’d upon 
him, and that he fhou’d not obey his Holinefs, but 
with the utmoft Repugnances, defiring the Ambafi 
fador to allure Richlieu, he had not a Servant more 
at his Devotion than flimfelf, and when he came, 

to 
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to France, tho’ the Bufinefs of Lorraine was the main 
Affair he was fent about*, yet knowing the French 
Court were obftinately bent againft thefe Princes', 
he fpoke little in the behalf of them, and facrifis’d 
their Interefts, and even the Interefts of the Pope, 
whole Minifter he was, to the Pleafure of Lewis and 
his Minifter. The Spaniards were not fo blind but 
they cou’d perceive it, and demanded of the Pope to 
recall him, which he cou’d not refufe them. In 
the fequel of thisHiftory will be feen, what a rare 
Minifter fuch a falfe Intriguing Prieft makes, a 
worthy Succeffor of Richlieu his Proteftor, and an 
admirable Preceptor for a Monarch who was to 
Tryumph over the Liberties of bis own Subjeiis and 
of all Europe. 

Richlieu who carry'd every thing before him in 
Trance , and was become terrible to all the Princes 
and States round about him, was himfelf kept in 
perpetual Terror of Affaffins. He fear d no Body 
lb much as Chanteloube, and thinking he fhou’d be fafe 
if Mary d'e Medicis was further off, he got Gondi , 
the great Duke’s Envoy, to go to Brufjels under 
pretence of taking it in his way to Holland , and 
deliver a Letter from the great Duke inviting her 
to Florence. The Queen Mother wou’d not ftir 
without the Participation of the King of Spain . fhe 
knew if fhe accepted of the great Duke’s Offers,’ 
and was once on the other fide of the Mountains, 
fhe fhou’d never be recall’d to France again, and 
therefore fhe only return’d the great Duke’s Com¬ 
plements with equal Affeftions and Civility, laying, 
When there was no manner of hope of her being re¬ 
concil'd to the King her Son , flje wou’d then retire to 
Italy. Gondi finding .fhe cou’d not be prevail’d upon 
to accept of his Mafter’s Invitation, return’d to 
Tarts , and reprefented the Matter to Richlieu as 
favourable as pofltble $ but the Minifter wou’d not 
abate any thing of his Inveteracy towards her, nor 
hear of any Treaty with her, till thole that had 
abus’d him in Libels were deliver’d up; that was 
what ftuck to him nioft, and will eternally flick 
to all ill Minifters. To fet their Actions in i. 
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true Light will ever be call’d Sedition, Where are 
the Proofs of this Truth, cry their Sycophants, 
bring them out, and who will be convinc’d by it, 
that hope to make their Fortune by Favour ? Where 
are the Impartial Judges that will decide a Caufe 
againft a Favourite, where the Merit that is a 
match for Power ? Lewis gave Gondi feveral Au¬ 
diences, but never fo much as ask’d how his Mo¬ 
ther did, which was the more ftrange in him,be- 
caufe he pretended to great Scruples of Confcience 
in other Cafes, and one wou’d think his Duty to 
his Mother is plain enough taught him in the 
Fifth Commandement ^ for let Princes imagine what 
they will, the Table is as binding to them as to 
their Subjects, and their Portion mu ft be with 
them in the other World according as they have 
kept God’s Laws in this. One of thefe Scruples 
came upon him, with refped to his aflifting the 
German Proteftants. 5 Tis thought that his Confeflor, 
the Jefuit Maillant , had alfo allarnCd him on Ac¬ 
count of his Ufurping the Dutchy of Lorraine^mA 
Banifhing his Mother and Brother. It was fup- 
pos’d the Superior of the Order, or perhaps the 
Pope, had fecretly given Order to Maillant , to fet 
Lewis's Soul in motion on thefe Articles. The King 
was fo far mov’d by his ConfefToCs Remonftrances, 
that he reproach’d Richlieu with having put him 
upon feveral unjuft Enterprizes. The Cardinal not 
doubting but Maillant was the Occafion of thefe 
Reproaches, endeavour’d to perfwade the King, 
not to let the Jefuits any longer have the Direftion 
of his Confcience,. but to make a Bifhop of the 
Kingdom his Confeftor, whom he knew wou’d de¬ 
pend on himfelf. To quiet his Majefty’s Confcience, 
Eight Doctors of the Sorbonne were to be confulted 
with on the Difficulties he had ftarted \ Four of 
the Dodors declar’d his Scruples were well ground¬ 
ed, and Four, brib’d by Richlieu , allur’d his Ma- 
jefty there was nothing in them, that he might 
lawfully affift the Hereticks, and let his Mother lan- 
guifh in Exile. Notwithstanding this, Lewis ftill 
earry'd hirufelf very jrefervedly to the Cardinal, 
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who, as he was wont to do on thefe little Mifun' 
derftandings, retir’d from Court, affefted to be 
weary of the Fatigues of the Miniftry, and defir’d 
to live at Eafe. Lewis being left a while to himfelf, 
foon felt the weight of Affairs too heavy for him, 
and being involv’d in Intricate Matters with the 
Houfe of Auflria, tending daily more and more to 
a Rupture, he long’d paflionately to have his Mi- 
nifler come and eafe him of his Burthen. The Car¬ 
dinal remain’d fome Days in his Retirement at Chilli , 
and fevera) People no longer made a doubt of his 
Difgrace; thofe that wifhfd it, did their utmoft to 
conceal it, having paid too dear for (hewing their 
joy at it, when he was formerly fo near being re¬ 
mov’d. The Secretaries of State, who atted in 
concert with Richlieu , carry’d to Lewis all the Dif- 
patches that requir’d the mod Expeditious Anfwers: 
The King not knowing what Anfwers to make to 
Things he did not underftand, pretended to go a 
Hunting, and Rode as fad as he cou’d to Chilli, 
where after much Intreatment, he prevail’d upon 
the Cardinal to return to that Miniftry which he 
had refolv’d never to quit, if it was in the Power 
of Cunning and Treachery to maintain it. 

I avoid as much as pofiible to enter further into 
the Hiftory of France , than to expofe the A&s 
which her Minifters have made ufe of to eftablifh 
Arbitrary Government j their Negotiations with 
the Swedes and other Foreign States, and their 
Intrigues to weaken the Houfe of Auftria are 
to be met with in all their Hidories, and I endea¬ 
vour to touch thofe Points only which other Hifto- 
rians durft not meddle with. After the Rout of 
the Swedes at Nortlingen in Germany, Duke Charles 
of Lorraine fent the Standards, taken by his Troops, 
to Mary de Medicis and the Duke of Orleans , the 
Baron de Clinchamp who carry’d them pad privately 
through Paris, which when the King and his Mini- 
fter afterwards heard of, they were highly offended 
at fuch a piece of Prefumption. ^The Duke of Lor¬ 
raine hop'd by this Complement, and the-Negotia- 
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tions of that Baron to prevail upon Gaflon not to 
fubmit to the hard Conditions the Cardinal wou’d 
impofe on him. But the Treaty of Accommodation 
was renew'd and Puylaurens cau’sd it to be carry’d 
with fo much Precipitation, that ’twas concluded 
in a few Days, and fign'd the iftof October 16*34. 
The chief Articles were thofe of Amnefty,and the 
DifTolution of the Marriage. The latter was re- 
fer’d to the Pope, the former excepted only La 
Vieuvillc , Le Coigneux , Monfigot , Vieuxponty and the 
Bifhops of Languedoc , who had joyn'd Gaflon. Will 
the Example of the Duke of Orleans encourage any 
one to embrace the Party of weaker Princes, who 
fo eafily abandon them for their Convenience to 
the flronger ? Why fhou'd one of thofe Gentlemen, 
whofe only Crime was their leaving their Country 
and their All to follow him, have been left out of 
the Pardon. But fuch was ever Gaflon' s Ingrati¬ 
tude, and Inconftancy. Care was taken of Puylau- 
rens in the Treaty, he was to be marry'd to one 
of Richlieu' s Coufins, the Baron de Pmcbateau s 
Daughter *, but the Cardinal all the while amus'd 
him with the Promifes of Friendfhip. He cou’d 
not think of leaving Gaflon in the Hands of fo af- 
piring a Favourite, and waited only for an Oppor¬ 
tunity to fhut Fuylaurens up in a Place where he 
cou’d do noMifchief, faying often, while this Treaty 
was Negotiating, We Jhall in Time have Age , a 
Pun on Puylaurens ■$ Name, which was Antoine de 
L'Age. 

A matter of this Concernment cou’d not eafily 
be carry’d on, and the Marquis d y Ayetone have 
no knowledge of if, and when the Duke of Orleans 
got to Namure, in order to retire out of the SpaniJI) 
Netherlands , he found Ayetone there to his great 
furprize, apprehending he might be flopt, but the 
Marquis, tho’ he let him know he underftood what 
had been doing, fpoke him very fair, and promis'd 
to take care that he fhou’d receive morefatisfadlion 
in the Low-Countries than he hitherto had done, 
occafion’d by the ill State of their Affairs. The 
Duke return'd to and Two or Three Days 

after 
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after left the Place under pretence of going a Fox 
Hunting. A little while after Puylaurens follow'd in 
his Coach, took Horfe in the Suburbs, joyn’d his Ma¬ 
tter in the Forreft of Soignies , and with about Ten 
or a Dozen of his Domefticks, Gaft on got fafe to 
Capelle. From thence Delbcne was fent to Court 
to inform the King of his Brother’s arrival, and St; 
Quentin to Madam and the Marquis d y sfyotone, to 
acquaint them with the Reafons that induc’d Mon - 
fieur to leave the Netherlands . St . Quentin was or¬ 
der’d to tell the Dutchefs of Orleans , that the 
Duke wou’d always Love her as he ought, and as 
he had promis’d her, of which hedefir’d her to reft 
aflur’d, and that no Cenfideration in the World 
fhou’d make him change. 

Tho’ Puylaurens had been very Inftrumental in 
facilitating the Accommodation of the Two Royal 
Brothers, Richileu refolving not to let him remain 
near Monfieur , began betimes to give him Jealoufies 
of what he was to expeft, unlefs he did very thing, 
and make his Matter do every thing the Cardinal 
wou’d have him, the latter having nothing more at 
Heart than the DifTolution of the Marriage, the 
Houfe of Lorraine being the molt Powerful of 
Ricblieu’s Enemies, and the Gentlemen that were 
fent to Conplement Monfieur on his Arrival at Mar¬ 
ies near Laon, were order’d to found him on that 
Article. Puylaurens who knew his Mafter’s Intereft, 
and his Inclination, were for adhering to the Mar¬ 
riage, declar’d himfelf frankly to the Tame Purpofe. 
The Gentlemen told him the King was- refblv’d to 
have it annul’d, and had only refer ’d it to the Church 
to fave Appearances. Puylaurens perfifted in his 
Opinion, and Bautru , one of the Gentlemen, faid 
to him, If this is your Reflation , Sir 0 I have a great 
many Reafons to wijh you were ft ill at Bruflfels. Puy¬ 
laurens knew very well what he meant by it, but 
Teem’d not to hear him. He found he had put him¬ 
felf into the Hands of thofe whocou’d not prefen tly 
forgive, and that he fhoud ftruggle with more Dif¬ 
ficulties than he was aware oi to preferve him¬ 
felf. GaHon' was difcontented at what Bautru laid 
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to liis Favourite. He arriv’d, out of Humour, at St. 
Germain-en-laie the 21 ft of October. St. Simon , the 
King’s Favourite, receiv’d him in the Court of the 
Caftle, and conduced him to Lewis , who expetted 
him in his Chamber, where were the Count de 
Soiffons , the Dukes de Longueville and Monkaz,on 0 the 
Marefchals de Chaulnes , de Chatillon, and de Brez*e y 
the Keeper of the Seals, and a great number of 
Lords to be WitnefTes of the Interview, or rather 
the Farce that was to be play’d. Gaft on when he 
enter’d, made a very low Bow to his Elder Brother, 
which he follow’d with a ftudy’d Complement, 
wherein he beg’d Pardon for all his Faults, defir’d 
the King to take him into his Favour, and promis’d 
for the future to be faithful and fubmiffive to his 
Maiefty’s Fleafure in all Things. The King reply’d, 
j Do not [peal of what is paft, all is forgotten , let us 
embrace like good Brothers . They Kifs’d three Times 
with all outward appearance of Tendernefs, and Ga- 
fto» prefen ted Tuylaurens and other Gen tjemen, who 
came from Bmftels with him, to his Majefty, who 
receiv’d them all very favourably. Kichlieu arriv'd 
at the fame time from Rueli with his Court, almoft 

numerous as the King’s*, when he came up to 
them, Lewis prefented Richlieu to his Brother, 
whom he defir’d to love the Cardinal. 5/r, fays 
the Cunning Priefl, I was extreamly griev'd all the 
while yon were abfent 7 for that it hinder d me of fa - 
tisfying the ftrong Pajfwn I have always had to ferve 
you . 1 [hall now fetch sip that loft Time , and take 

hold of all Occafions which your Reconciliation to the 
King will give me , to fiew my profound Refpefl and 
?ny fincere Devotion to your P erf on. Gallon embrac’d 
Richlieu , prodding he was entirely undeceiv’d, and 
that all the ill Impreffions which had been given 
him of the Cardinal were Falfe, promising to 
follow the Counsels of fo able and fo well affe&ed 
a Minifter. 

The next Day the Farce was renew’d with more 
merry Incidents, for all this while did the Duke 
of Orleans hate the Cardinal as heartily as ever 
all that while did Richlieu fear the Duke, and to the 
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utmoft of his Power render him daily ill Offices. 
Gafton went to Ruell to Dine with the Cardinal, 
who receiv’d him with all poffible Honour. * They 
had a Private Conference together, in which the 
Artful Minifter got out of the Duke a great part 
of his mod Important Secrets. The Cardinal pre¬ 
sented him with the Napkin himfelf, there was but 
one Elbow Chair fet, which was for his Royal 
Highnefs. The Feaft was Magnificent, and after 
it Gaft on won Six Thoufand Piftoles at play *, and 
Twas plain to all the Company, that Richlieu over 
afted his part of Complailance and Civility, which 
it is probable Gafton faw himfelf; for the next Day 
he took his leave of the King, went to his Houfe 
at Limours , from thence to Orleans , and thence 
to Rlois , where he grew daily more and more out 
of Humour with his Brother and the Minifter. . 

The Cardinal in the mean time, order’d feveral 
Doctors of the Sobronne , to attend Puyiaurens , and 
anfwer what Objection he had to make to the 
lawfulnefs of Diffolving Monfieur s Marriage, but 
Gafton s Favourite told them, Gentlemen , lam con¬ 
vinc'd of your Capacity , and your Reafons feem good^ 
but Monfieur is not yet [sufficiently fatisfy d,you woud 
not advfe me to prefs him to do. any thing a gain ft: 
his Confcience . This not fucceeding, Bouthilliern 
Superintendant of the Finances, and Father Jofeph y 
the Cardinal’s intimate Friends and Confidents, were 
fent to argue the Cafe with him, which was no 
more effettual than the Arguments of the Sorbonne 
Do&ors. Puyiaurens refolv’d not to undertake a 
thing which his Mafter was averfe to, or did not 
think fit to comply with, till fomething more ad¬ 
vantageous was offer’d him. The Cardinal per¬ 
ceiving no good was to be done by Artifices with 
Gafton s Favourite, fet himfelf to get him out of 
the way, ar he had done the Marefchal de Marillac , 
the Duke de Montmerency and others. 

Monfieur himfelf was teaz’d by the Ecclefiafticks 
and others, whom Lewis and Richlieu fent to get 
him to confent to a Declaration of the Nullity uf his 
Manage, but neither their Sophiftry nor Perfwa- 
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{ions cou'd extort from him the Ieaft Word which 
tended to what they importun'd him to comply with. 
His Anfwer will fhew us how well Lewis the XHIth 
deferv’d the Sirname of Juft f by affirming a Power 
over the Confcience of his Brother, in the moll 
tender Point that cou’d be, that of his Marriage. 
For Gods fake, cannot a Prince of the Blood bind 
himfelf by the Laws of God without his. Brother’s 
Confent to it r Has not Gafton as good as Twice 
marry’d the Princefs of Lorraine , firft at Navel , 
and then at Bruffels? Is not a Marriage perform’d 
with all the Solemnities requir’d by the Laws of God 
and Man, confummated by the Parties, and con¬ 
firm’d by a Cohabitation of many Months valid in 
the fight of God? What then fignifies the pretence 
of Lewis and his Minifter, God gave leave, and then 
the Kings was not wanted to Confecrate it. Let 
us fee what Gafton faid himfelf to the Devines and 
others, with equal Senfe and Courage: The pre¬ 
tended Nullity of my Marriage is founded in the 
Arret of the Parliament of Paris, on the Princes of 
Lorraine having feducd me and forc’d me to marry 
the Princefs Margaret their Sifter. If that’s falje 
my Marriage is valid and lawful , now I declare that 
thofe Princes defignd nothing but to put their Sifter 
into a Nunnery. As I had an Efteem for her Merit 
and Virtue , I demanded her of them , with fucbpref* 
fing Inftances i that they cou’d not refufe me. Since 
they will have it that there was Sedutlion and Vio¬ 
lence in the Cafe they are on my fide *, if the King or¬ 
ders me abfolutely to Live apart from my lawful Wife 
I will obey his Majefty , but will never have another 
as long as Madam lives . 

I think nothing in the World can be plainer to 
prove there was no Violence and Seduftion in the 
Cafe*, befides, is it not very merry to hear grave 
Divines, and the Parliament of Paris determine for 
the Diffblution of the Marriage on account of the 
Rape committed on the Perfon of the Duke of 
Orleans ? Such Allegations as tbefe may do before a 
mercenary, cowardly Court of Judicature, and be 
made ufe of by Ambitious felf-interefled Priefrs, 
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but. at the Great Day of Account, when all that were 
concern’d fhall be ask’d why they divided whom God 
had joyn’d, will this Rape, this Violence and Se¬ 
duction be a fufficient Plea ? Will the King’s 
Confent be there wanting to make his Brother’s 
Marriage with a Princefs be efteem’d valid, or is 
the Pleafure of Kings above the Laws of God too ? 
And are they exempted from the Eternal Punifhr 
ment that is threaten’d to thole that break them ? 
I have already carry’d my Reflections on this mat¬ 
ter as far, and I fhall do it as often as I am pro¬ 
vok'd to it by the lawlefs Practices of Arbitrary 
Power. 

While the Duke of Orleans was at Blols , the 
Marquis de Celade took that Place in his way from 
Flanders to Spain, he waited on Gafton , and found 
he had left the Court becaufe he had met with 
new occafions of Difgult ^ he immediately gave^flie 
Marquis d ’ Ayetone notice of it, who conferr’d 
upon it with the Duke de Lerma and the Prelident 
Rofe at the Princefs of Chimais , where the Countefe 
du Fargis lodg'd, they fent for Laffere, whom Mon- 
fieur had left with the Dutchefs of Orleans , and in 
whom he and Puylaivrens very much confided. The 
Marquis de Ayetone bad him write to the Duke, 
That they under flood the new Caufes of Complaint 
which had been given him in France, and tho ’ he 
had left them m a manner a little Extraordinary , 
they had ft ill the fame RefpeSl for his Perfon , and 
the fame Paffion to ferve him. They offer’d him 
a Retreat in the Territories of the Catholick King, 
where he fhou’d have the fame Liberty and the 
fame Security he had had before, and they wou’d en¬ 
deavour to entertain him with more Dignity. Not- 
withftanding that all poflible care was taken to fend 
an Exprefs to Mon fieur with their Advice as fecretly 
as cou’d be, yet Richlieu than, whom no Body ever 
manag’d his Intelligence better, nor paid more for it, 
intercepted the Packet, and this haften’d the Im- 

E rifonment of Puylaurens , who had not been created 
Hike and Peer as was promis’d him, nor been 
marry’d to the Cardinal’s Coufin, both which <7a- 
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fton fent to demand of Richlieu purfuant to the 
Treaty. Puylaurens^ embarrafs’d by the Cardinal’s 
affetted Delays, and frighten’d by his Reproaches 
which he took to be fo many Threats, thought of 
retiring to England . And Richlieu , well inform’d 
of what paft at Blois 9 bagan to be afraid of Mon- 
fieur's refenting this neglett of his Favourite con¬ 
trary to the Treaty made before he left Brujfels . 
So he difpatch’d the Abbot Delbene to Blois 9 to 
tell his Royal Highnefs and Puylaurens , that the 
latter might come to Paris and conclude his Mar¬ 
riage with the Second Daughter of the Baron de 
Pont Chateau , the Duke de la Valette had marry’d 
the Elder, and the Count de Guiche , Son to the 
Count de Grammont , MadamoifeJle du Plejfis 
Chivraij as near a kin to the Cardinal as the other 
Two Ladies. 

That Men of fmall or defperate Fortunes, tho’ 
of great Titles, are fond of Alliances with Favourites 
and Minifters is not ftrange, but that thofe Men or 
Women of Quality who have large Eftates, and 
can fupport themfelves by them independant of Fa¬ 
vour, fliou’d involve themfelves in the Fortune of 
fuch as have arbitrarily held the Reins of Govern¬ 
ment, feems to me to be very Impolitick. Honours 
that are New are like new Wines to which Age 
only gives Spirit and Value. That fuch Minifters 
and Favourites ufe all their Arts and all their Power 
to unite their Interefts with the moft Noble and 
Puiflant Families is what may be expefted. But 
the Difgrace that almoft always -befals them and 
thofe that are ally’d to them are methinks a Left 
fon to the Great not to ally themfelves to them, or 
have to do with them farther than Prudence and 
Decency require. 

Gaft on returning with Puylaurens to Pari the 
Cardinal entertain’d them with Extraordinary Mag¬ 
nificence, and carry’d them to St 0 Ger?nain en-laie to 
finifh the Bufwefs in the King’s Prefence. A Young 
Gentlewoman who wou’d have been glad enough to 
have marry’d a Finance r, had not her Coufm been 
Prime Minifter, cannot now be difpos’d of to a 
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Duke and Peer, but the King hinifelf mull affifl 
at the Wedding to give a Santtion to it. The Cere¬ 
mony was perform’d the 28th of November 1*34. 
and the Lord (hip of A ig Alton was erett^d into a 
Dutchy and Peerage in favour of Puylaurens , to whom 
Twas given. He was now as happy as Heart cou’d 
wilh, having 600000 Crowns in Land and Money \ 
the Favour of the Prefumptive Heir of the Crown, 
and the Promife of the Cardinal to be a Marefchal 
of France, to have the Command of an Army and 
Immenfe Riches, but then he mull depend entirely 
upon him, which the Duke de Puylaurens wasfo far 
from being refolv’d on, that hedefpis’d his Promifes, 
and made ’em the fubjett of his Raillery. He was 
fo indifcreet, that when the Cardinal defied him to 
break off Friendfhip with one of his Confidents, 
Ceudrai-Montpenfier^mfedLA of obliging him, he took 
him Home, and gave him an Apartment adjoyning 
to his own. 

The Proud Duke d’ Epernon was forc’d to confent 
to the Marriage of his Son the Duke de laFalette to 
Richlieu y s Coufin,toget himfelfout of the Troubles 
in which he was involv’d by his Quarrel with Sour- 
dis Arch-Bifhop of Bourdeaux. The matter was re- 
fer’d to the Bifhops in and about Paris to determine ; 
the Duke de la Falette defied to be heard by them, 
and made a Submiffive Speech, protefting his Father 
wou’d do whatever they fhou’d require of him. 
Some of the Prelates were for accommodating of 
it, but the Majority, influenc’d by Richliey and 
Sourdis , went in a Body to the King and demanded 
Juftice for the Violence committed by Epernon a* 
gainft one of their Order. The Arch-Bilhop of Arles 
{poke tor them to his Majefty, whom he did his 
utmoft to irritate againfl the haughty Duke. Cof 
pean , Bifhop of Nantes , was fo offended at the 
Arch-Bifhop’s aggravating the Duke’s pretended 
Crime, that he cou’d not forbare telling his Bre¬ 
thren, ’ Tis very flrange \ if the Devil coiid fubmit 
hinifelf to God as humbly as Monfieur d’ Epernon 
fubmit s to the Paflors of the Churchy he vootfd obtain 
Mercy . And JVC ref fife to JJjevp it to an Old Lord 
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who has always been very fervicable to the Catholick 
Religion . Such was the Moderation of thofe French 
Priefts, fuch perhaps wou’d be the Moderation of 
others, if they had fuch a Prince and fuch a Mini- 
ftry to fupport them. In fine, the Cardinal after 
the Arch-Bifhop had done fpeaking, pronounc’d the 
Sentence, That the Duke d’ Epernon was depriv'd 
of all his Offices and Dignities till fye was juri¬ 
dically and folemnly abfolv'd by the Church . Eperrion 
had Recourfe to the Pope, who granted him only 
a Provifional Abfolution, not to be in Force till he 
had the Arch-Bifhop of Bordeaux's. whom Richlieu 
iupported at Rome with all his Credit. At laft the 
Duke and Cardinal de la Valette foften’d him fo far as 
to confent that the Matter fhou’d be made up on 
Condition d* Epernon parted with his Government of 
Metz, to the Cardinal de la Palette, and that the 
Cardinal’s Brother marry’d his Coufin. However, 
Sourdis as True a Prieft as any of his Religion, 
wou’d not comply with the leaft Alteration in the 
manner of the Duke d' Epernon s receiving his Abfo¬ 
lution, he wou’d give it no where but at the Door 
of one of the Parifh Churches of Bourdeaux , and in 
pretence of Six Councilors of that Parliament. His 
Imperious Behaviour was fuch, that Lewis himfelf 
was offended at it, and even with his Minifter for 
making fuch a Bufinefs of a Trifle, and mortifying 
fo old an Officer to the Crown as was the Duked’ 
Epernon . 

When Sourdis came to Court, after hisTryumph, 
he immediately receiv’d an Order to depart, which 
Richlieu himfelf cou’d not get repeal’d, and hiS Ene¬ 
mies began to conceive hopes that his Tyranny was 
drawing to an end *, but he who made no Scruple to 
abandon his Benefaftrefs the Queen Mother, when it 
was for his Intereft, wou’d not hazard it for a 
Creature-. He gave up Sourdis to his Matter’s Re- 
fentment, was prefently reinftated in full Favour \ 
infomuch, that to his Two Troops of Guards, his 
Troop of Light Horfe, and his Gens d’Armes, were 
added Three Hundred Musketeers for the greater 
Safety of his Peirfon, 
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What made Richlieu fo inflexible in the Affair 
• of the Duke of Orleans’s Marriage was the hopes 
he had of his prevailing with Monfieur to marry 
Comb ale t, if his Marriage with the Princefs of Lor- 
rame was annul’d •, that Richlieu s unmeafurable Am¬ 
bition went fo far, one may fee by the Atteftation 
of thole that knew the Court very well, and par¬ 
ticularly Monfieur Fontrailles who tells us, He ima¬ 
gin'd, that by marrying Com balet to Monfieur, his 
Fovoer wou d be equal, and perhaps fuperior, to thofe 
of the Ancient Mayors of the Palace. What might 
he not have hope from the Duke of Orleans's In- 
conftancy, if he coud have got Puylaurens to have 
feconded him ? What might he not expeft from the 
King's Weaknefs, which was fo great that the fame 
Fontrailles alTures us, His natural Timidity was aug¬ 
mented by the Perfiwafion, that he wanted the Tallents 
necejjary for Government, and cou'd do nothing without 
the Cardinal’s ajfiftance. When Princes have fuch 
a mean Opinion of themfelves, and fo good a one 
of their Minifters, how many and how hard Ma¬ 
ilers will their Poor Subjefts have? Richlieu be¬ 
lieving thit Puylaurens was the main Obftacle to 
the Duke of Orleans’s confenting to the DilTolution 
of his Marriage, refolv’d to facrifife him to his 
Revenge on the firft Opportunity. Richlieu had dif¬ 
fer d that there had been a Letter fent to the Pope 
before Gaft on left Bra fids, defiring that his Holinefs 
wou’d not mind what was told him of the Duke of 
Orleans’s confenting to the Nullity of his Mar¬ 
riage after his return, for that it wou’d be extorted 
from him by Violence. The Cardinal upbraided 
Puylaurem with not having told him of that Letter 
the latter reply’d r^ never ask’d me. Sir, whether 
hit Royal Highnejshad wriiten to Rome. The Car-, 
dinal fvvore, He might have fiav'd him the Trouble of 
asking the ^ueftion •, and left him with a Look that 
Spoke nothing but Fury and Vengeance. Accord¬ 
ingly he continually reprefented him to the King 
as a dangerous Perfon in thelntereft of thz Spaniards 
''t he correlponded. Richlieu had no Proof 
Qt luch Correfpondence, an{ ’tis not likely that Puy 
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laurens who expected to rife ftill higher in Franco 
by his Matter and his new Coulin’s Favour, woud 
carry on any unlawful Intelligence with the Spani¬ 
ards as long as he had thofe Expectations *, but what 
fays a French Author, Richlieu [par'd no Man who 
coiid hinder or retard the execution of his Projects 5 
and Lewis naturally inclining to ASls of Severity , con - 
fented with Pleafure to the Propofal that was jnade 
him to fecure Puylaurens’j Power . In order to thi®, 
his Majefty, as he had done more than once before, 
confented alfo to be in a Plot with his Minifterto 
apprehend him. He gave out that he wou‘d have a 
Royal Ball in the Carnaval, and Gaflon and his Fa¬ 
vourite were invited to it they both came to Court, 
and were carefs’d more than ufually. The 14th of 
February 1635 was the Day on which this Ball 
was to be given, the Guard of the Louvre was 
doubl'd, one of the Duke of Orleans's Footmen ob- 
fervd it, and gave his Matter Intimation of it, 
but Gaflon not taking much notice of it, went 
to the King's Chamber and talkcl with him till Rich- 
lieu came. The Cardinal din’d that Day with Seguier 5 
Keeper of the Seals, where alfo din d du Fargisdcndi 
Couarai-Montpenfier-) Two of Fuylaurens' s mutt in¬ 
timate Friends, whom they kept there for fear they 
fhou’d difeover any thing. Richlieu after Dinner 
took du Forgis to the Louvre , and Coudrai-Mont- 
penfier ftay'd with the Keeper, who was to have 
him arretted if he offer’d to be gone. The Duke 
de Fuylaurens did not come fo foon as he was ex¬ 
pected, which made Lewis and Richlieu afraid their 
Plot was detected •, they kept it fo Secret, that the 
Favourite St. Simon , lately alfo created a Duke and 
Peer, knew nothing of the matter* At laft Puy- 
laurens came; after a little-Talk with him, the 
King carry'd the Duke of Orleans into his Ciofet, 
whither Richlieu and fome others follow'd them* 
This was the Signal to the Marquis du Gordes to 
arreft Fuylaurens , and to the Count de Charrcfl to 
arreft du Fargis . Fuylaurens was examin’d that 
very Evening by the Magittrates, but no Crime- 
which juftify’d this ufage of him cou’d be provd 
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upon him ; however, he was thrown into Prifon, 
and had a cruel Keeper put over him *, he lay there 
in great Mifery Four Months, and then dy’d of Poi- 
fon, as feveral Authors report, and as others of the 
Spotted Fever •, but all agree that the bad Air of the 
Goal was enough to have kill’d him in that 
time. Happy’s the Nation that has fo Glorious a 
JVlinifler at their Head, as was Richlieu, where the 
Liberty of the greateft Lord depends on him, and 
Guards are call’d to hurry People to Dungeons or 
Death, unhear’d or unconvicled, with as much cafe 
as are the Theatrical Murders of the Tyrants of the 
State. The King gave his Brother good Words, fo 
did Richlieu , they alfo fpoke to Gaftons other Ser¬ 
vants very fair, and engag'd the Captain of his 
Guards, Goulas and others of them, to follow the 
Example of the Abbot Delbene , who, while he 
pretended to ferve the Duke of Orleans with more 
than ordinary Zeal, was (till in the Confidence and 
Intereft of the Cardinal. 

The Duke of Orleans being, as has been faid, in 
the Kings Clofet when his Favourite was arrefted, 
to prevent the ill Effetts of his Brother’s and 
the Cardinal’s Averfion to Puylaurens , he protefted 
he would abandon him to his Majefty’s Juftice, 
provided he was found Guilty of any Crime fince 
his Return to France • Richlieu on the other hand 
endeavour’d to foften Gaftons Refentment, and re¬ 
move the Jealoufies he might conceive upon this 
Enterprize, by afluring him the King was ready to 
give him new Proofs of his good Will, ahd that he 
fhou’d hereafter be call’d to all the King’s Counfells;, 
We will talk of that another Time , reply’d the Duke, 
I only ask you now , whether the King will permit me 
u> lye at,the Hotel of Guife *, Richlieu anfwer'd, 
Tour Royal Hlghnefs may do what you pleafe , for his 
Majefty had left them together. The Duke having 
taken leave of his Brother, went immediately to 
the Hotel of Guife , whither Richlieu was about to 
follow him, to ufe further Arguments to bring him 
into Temper, for he appear'd very Sullen on the 
apprehending of his Favourite but the Cardinal,' 
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as Powerful as he was, was afraid of his ufing Re* 
prizals when it was in his Power* wherefore he fent 
the Cardinal dt U Palette and Bovthillier to make 
new Proteftations of Service, and allure him he was 
very much troubled that Puylaurens 9 s ill Conduct 
had put the King under a Necefiity of fecuring his 
Perfon. The Duke of Orleans heard them patiently, 
and then having declar’d that he did not believe his 
Favourite had held any Intelligence with the Court 
of Brujjels fince he left it, unlefs it was aboutMat- 
ters of Gallantry, he proceeded thus: If Puylaurens 
has caus'd this Misfortune to himfelf^ becauje he has 
not advis'd me to take any Step to the Prejudice of 
my Marriage * / muft declare plainly , that neither he 
nor any Man in the World Jball ever obtain my confent 
to a Thing which I believe to be contrary to my Ho 
nour and my Confcience. 1 will live feparated from 
my Wife , jmce the King will have it fo , what greater 
Proof of my Submiffion can be requir'd of ?ne. If his 
Majefty will Profecute the Diffolution of ?ny Marriage 
1 mu jib ear it , but Jball never demand it , God forbid 
I fnoiid ever be fo bafe as to complain of having fufferd 
the leaft Violence in a thing Idefir d, and prefsjd the 
Condufion of it. There never was greater Evidence 
of the Validity of a Marriage, and of the Violence 
they wou’d have put upon Gafton' s Confcience, 
than this repeated Solemn Declaration of his having 
voluntarily commenc’d and compleated it*, yet his 
Treacherous Servants, brib’d by Richlieu , conti¬ 
nually importun’d him to fubmit to the King # $ 
Pleafure, reprefenting to him, that his Grandeur 
and the Safety even of his Perfon depended fo entire¬ 
ly on the Cardinal, his Ruin wou’d be inevitable urn 
kfshe enter’d into ftri&er Engagements with him, 
whether they intended his marrying Combalet or only 
to favour Richlieu in his Miniftry, is not determin’d 
to us. Be it as it will, Gafton wou’d not be govern’d 
by them, but took Montrefor into his Confidence in- 
ftead of Puylaurens , and to that Gentleman lie 
freely open’d himfelf, having very juft Sufpicions of 
the Fidelity of moft of his other Domefticks, which 
increas’d his Chagrin, and to divert it, he fpent his 
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Time at Blois, Orleans , and other Places of his 
Apennage in Country Sports and Diverfions. 

The Pleafure of the arrefting Puylaurens was very 
much abated, by News that the Imperialijls had 
farpriz’d Philipsburgh , where Arnaud, a Creature 
of Father Jofepti s, Commanded. The King thought 
no more of his Ball, but went and fhut himfelf up at 
Versailles , the Cardinal pretended to be Sick, and 
retir’d to Ruel *, his Enemies were inwardly pleas’d 
that this Difgrace had happen’d by means of one of 
his Confidents, Father Jofeph having recommended 
Arnaud to be Governor of that Important Place, 
which the French hadpoflefs’d themfelves of to fa¬ 
cilitate their junftion with the Swedes in Germany, 
But Richheu , with all poffible Difpatch, fent away 
Orders to fortify Heidelberg and Manheim , and 
reinforc’d the Garrifons on the German Side. An 
Apology was alfo pubiifh’d for Arnaud, throwing 
the Fault on the Treachery of the Germans who 
were in the Place. Lewis recover’d himfelf after a 
few Days Melancholly, and return’d lo Paris, where 
his Minifter \yas arriv'd before him, and had re* 
new’d the Preparations for the Ball. 

I fhall not enter into the Particulars of the Cardi¬ 
nal’s Intrigues with the Swedes , the Princes of Italy 7 
and the States General of the Vnited Provinces , 
only obferve, that fo long ago did France look with 
a greedy Eye on the Netherlands , which by her 
Treaty with the States, made in 1635, were to be 
thus divided. Lewis referv’d for himfelf all the Ma* 
ritime Places as far as Blankenkergh , indufively, with 
Two Leagues within Land, and the Cities of Oft end , 
Namur , and Thionville . The States General were 
more moderate, and only defir’d Dam, Hnlfi, the 
Country of Waes, the Town of Gelder znAStevenf* 
rvaert. The reft of the Country they pretended to fet 
free and to ereftit into a new Republick •, for the 
French , as good Catholicks as they were, as much as 
they Preach up Pajfive-Obedience and Non-Refifiance, 
have pra&ic’d it as little themfelves, and have as 
much tempted other Nations not to pra&ife it as any 
Nation in Eurcpe.They nowioyn with rhofe Repub- 
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Keans the Dutch y to invito the Subjects of the King 
of Spain, in the Low Countries , to declare for the 
Common Caufe, to drive cut the Spaniards and fet 
themfelves at Liberty . They promis’d to back this 
Invitation with an Army of 50000 Foot, and 10000 
Horfe-, not long after the War with Spain was de¬ 
clar’d, but the Houfeof Avftria was not then*fo low 
that France made her Market otJit fo much as 
fhe has done fince, by Veace as well as War . 

There are fome Remarkable Paffages on this fuh- 
jeft, in the Memoirs of Montrefor before mention’d. 
“ The War, fays he , was declar’d by the Sole Au- 
<c thority of the Cardinal, without affembling the 
ct States or confultiug the Principal Lords of the 
cc Kingdom who ought to be fummond to delibe- 
tc rate upon an Affair of that Nature, according as 
<c was always praftis’d ; but Richlieu* s Pride was 
u above all Laws, and he may very well be term’d 
a the Flail of God to Punifh the Sins of Men. ’ 
'Tis a French Man that tells us the French were al¬ 
ways wont to have the States or the Principal Lords 
confulted about Peace and War • the Prerogative 
of their Monarchs in thefe Points is doubtiefs as 
extenftve as any, but Affairs of that Nature were 
never reckon’d regularly- manag’d, it feems, unlefs 
the States had it in Deliberation. 

The Rupture with the Houfe of Auftria and the 
Bufmefs of the War, did not hinder Richlieu from 
Profecutinghis Revenge in the Affair of the Duke of 
Orleans Marriagejn which he had alfo other Views, 
as has been hinted, and the Marriage of his Neice 
was the greateft of all of them. 

By what we have already obferv cl of the repeating 
the Solemnity in all its Forms at Bruffels , and Ga - 
Rons frequent Declarations of his afting voluntarily, 
and by Choice, they cou’d not with any Face pre¬ 
tend it was Clandeftine or by Seduction. There was 
no Pretence, but the confent of his Brother which 
was wanting. The Matter was therefore refer’d to 
an Affembly of the Clergy, held this Year at Paris t 
to give their Free Gift to the King. The Affembly 
appointed a Committee to examine whether the Pre- 
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Jumptive Heir to the Crown , coud lawfully Marry 
without leave of the Prince in Pojfeffion Let us fee 
who compos’d this Committee to decide fo Notable 
a Controverfy. We find them to be Peter Fenouilles y 
Bifhop of Montpellier , Jaques Cimus, Bifhop of 
SeezLeonard Etampes y Bifhop of Chartres , Achilles 
de Harlai, Bifhop of St. Aialo y and Denis Cohort , 
Bifhop of Ntfmes. Five Prelates , fays Grotius y de¬ 
voted to the Cardinal^ which made every body believe 
their Opinion wou'd be exaElly what he wou'd have it. 
'Tis fuch Priefts as tbefe that bring Religion it felf 
into Queftion. The wicked Examples of Ambitious 
Prelates have made more Scepticks than all the Diffi¬ 
culties rais'd by Men of little Faith and lefs Mora¬ 
lity. The Divines who were cotifulted by the Bifhops, 
were alfo all Creatures of the Cardinal, and they had 
the Impudence to call the Almighty God y the Searcher 
of He arts y to witnefs to their Sincerity. So far did 
Richlieu s corruptions prevail, that Goudren y the Duke 
of Orleans ConfefTor, fign’d the Anfwer of the Fathers 
of the Oratory for the Nullity. This good Father 
having had fome Converfation with the Abbot deSt. 
Cyran about it, and having cited the Council of Trent 
as an Authority,St. Cyran rejected it with Contempt; 
That Affembly y faid he, being only compos'd of Sc ho - 
lafiick Divines , little conversant in Ecclefiafiick An - 
tiqidty \ for which, not long after, Richlieu found 
an Occafion to throw the Abbot into the BafliUe. 
The Clergy, as was expefted, declar’d the Marriage 
Null, and the Bifhop of Montpellier was fent to 
Rome to reprefent the Juftice of that Declaration 
to the Pope. The Queen Mother and the Dmchefs 
of Orleans , had their Agents therealfo,* and TJrban y 
at the Solicitations of the Spaniards , wou’d not con¬ 
firm that Declaration. What Mary de Medicis faid 
on this Subjeft, in her Letter to the Pope, fhews 
the Happinefs of a People that have fuch Governors 
and Guides as tliefe French Bifhops:, 1 know thofe 
Prelates , fays fhe, They are to Day of one Opinion , and 
to Morrow they will be of the contrary , if there fljou'd 
happen to be a Minifter lefs ZJnjuJt and lefs JAiolem 
than Cardinal Richlieu *, their Private Liter efts are 
C c 3 the 
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l ht only Rule of their Sentiments . Such are the Bifhops 
chat will be advanc'd by fuch Minifters, and no 
wonder the Duke of Orleans's Marriage was de¬ 
clar’d Void, by an Aflembly who was guided by an 
Ambitious Tyrannical Priefl, who, without that 
Declaration, cou’d not compafs his Ends of making 
his Niece Queen of France, and himfelf Regent, with 
Abfolute Soveraign Power, for that it was no Chi - 
mera^ more than one Author- of Senfe and Judgment 
affure us. One of the Duke of Orleans ’sgreateft Ap- 
prehenpons , with RefpeSt to the Marriage propos'd to 
him with RichlieuV Niece y fays Fontrailles, was^that 
the Cardinal was led blindly by his Ambition , and 
might rid himfelf of his Royal Highnefs as foon as ho 
had Children by her , that nothing might hinder him 
after the Kings Death from governing the State , under 
the Name 0/Minors, and the Regent his Niece . There 
was hardly any one who queftion’d whether Richlieu 
had too much honefty to be Guilty of fuch a damna¬ 
ble piece of Villainy, at leatt, Alonfieur did not 
dcubtit, and that Apprehenfion made him the more 
refolute in averting the Validity of his Marriage, 
but he wanted Refolution, when his Brother fent to 
him, to forbid his fending any more Money to his 
Wife at Bru/felsy who was forc’d to demand Subfift- 
ance of the King of Spain . 

Mary de Medicis order'd her Agent at Rome ^ the 
Abbot Fabroni^to defire the Pope, that Mazjtrine his 
Nuntio in France , might deliver a Letter fhe had 
written to her Son Lewis on the Rupture wiih Spain. 
She v/as forc’d to take that Method, the King having 
of late refus’d to receive her Letters by the ufuai 
ways, and Mazarine was fb far engag’d in Richlieu $ 
Interefts, that fhe cou’d not expett hewou’dgive 
her Son the Letter without a pofitive Order. Ma¬ 
zarine had difcover cl his Partiality toFm?cefomuch, 
that before the War broke out theSpanifo Ambafla- 
dor at Pans refus’d to Treat with him. The Pope, in¬ 
deed, was well inclin’d totheHoufeof Auftria^ but 
the cunning Italian knew well how to prevent his 
Matters doing any thing to the prejudice of that of 
Bourbon . Mazarine woiTd not deliver the Letter 
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without Richlieu* sconfent j he fhew'd him a Copy of 
it, and another the Queen Mother fen t to him (elf. 
The Cardinal prefently ccy’d, He might fend the Pac- 
quet to his Majefiy , which he did, either to fhew 
he was not allarm’d at any thing the Queen ^Mother 
coifd fay of him, or being afraid to keep the Letter 
from the King, as fonie Letters had been lately kept, 
to prevent knowing the State of his Affairs in the 
Netherlands , Richlku having begun the War before 
he had made due Preparations for it. 

A Gentleman, difpatch'd by the Prince of Orange^ 
inform’d Lewis of thefe Things, which Richlieu and 
his Creature Bouthillier had difguis'd on feveral Oc- 
cafions, and the latter coming to him a little while 
after, You are a Lyarfoys the King y and don't deferve 
that I fioud have any Truft in you. y Know , I will not 
be led by the Nofe , nor you nor any body fsall deceive 
me any longer ; / will, for the future , have all my 
Difpatches open'd in my Prefence . Bouthillier was fo 
frighten’d that he fell Sick, and Richlieu appear’d 
more Thoughtful and Melancholly than ever he did 
in his Life. The Cardinal, to prevent the King’s 
Mother’s tender and reafonable Letter having 
any EfFetton the Mind of her Son, caus'd it to be in- 
finuated to Lewis , that Mary de Medicis hadfent 
one Clauz.el y of whom mention has been made in 
the'foregoing Pages, to the Duke of Rohan, who com¬ 
manded the French Army in the Kalteline i to corrupt 
that Lord, and promife him even the Soveraignty of 
the Country of the Grifons and the Faltelme , in 
in cafe he wou’d ferve the King of Spain. Claiizjel 
had formerly been in Favour with the Duke of 
Rohan , who order'd him to be feizd, and his Pro* 
cefs to be made by the Intendant of the Army. 

The King was in Champagne when Mazarine Tent 
him the Letter Mary de Medicis had writ, which 
he accompany'd with another of his own. Lewis 
anfwer’d that, telling him the Queen Mother's Me¬ 
morial fhock’d him very much; but he did not 
trouble himfelf to Anfwer his Mother's. Mazarine 
took fo little care to diffemble his Engagements with 
Richlieu, that he dated the Letter- he wrote in An*- 
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Twer to Mary dc Medic is s from Rue l , the Cardi- 
nals Houfe, either to infult the Queen, or tofhew 
he did nothing but in communication with the 
Cardinal. Ric'hlieu affefted to be much at that 
Country Seat of his, whether he made the King 
come every Council Day from St. Germains or Ver- 
failles^ to the great Scandal of all true Lovers of 
his Royal Dignity, which \V2S fubje&ed to the 
Caprice of this Imperious Minjfter. One Reafon 
of the Cardinal's Sojourn fo often at Ruel was out 
of fear of AfTaffins, the Duke of Orleans was dif- 
gufted, Puylaurens had Friends, the Queen Mother, 
abfent as fhe was, did not want them to Revenge 
her, if fhe had given them Encouragement. The 
Clamour of the People againft his Tyranny was 
almoft Univerfal, his hireling Flatterers being the 
only Perfons that gave him a good Word, and as 
a French Author fays. The Remorfeof his Confcience 
teas fvcb, that he liv'd like the Tyrant of Old , who 
thought he was in the fame Condition as the Man 
that had a Sword hanging over bis Head by fo fender 
a hold as a Horfe’s Hair, 

In the former part of this Hiftory, we have feen 
with what Zeal and Vigor the Duke of Rohan de¬ 
fended the Proteftant Religion in France *, we have 
feen alfo how that Lord, fo highly extoll’d by the 
Hugonot Writers, was not always fo generous and 
difinterefted as at other Times he appear’d, and his 
giving up Clauz,elj an old Servant of his, to Richlieus 
Revenge, was another Inftanceof his Complacency 
for thofe on whom his Fortune depended. Claudel 
at his Tryal confefs’d fomething of his being em¬ 
ploy’d by the Spaniards , and Ricklieu took hold of 
what he faid to form a new Accufation againft the 
King’s Mother. Claudel had renounc’d the Pro¬ 
teftant Religion at Erujfels , and for fear he fhou’d 
retraft ibis Confeilion he was Strangl’d fuddenly 
and privately. 

The Cardinal, enrag’d at the Letter Mary de 
Medicis had written againft him to the ?Pope,got 
Orders fent to the French Ambaflador at Rome , to de¬ 
mand of his Holinels that Fabroni the Queen Mo- 

* ’ ther’s 
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thor’s Agent, fhou’d depart that City ; Vrban did 
not think fit to fupport the Queen's Intereft in op- 
pofition to Richlieu, and Fabroni had private Notice 
of what was demanded *againft him, with Advice 
to leave Rome , without obliging his Holinefs to 
order him to do fo, Thus did the Minifter of 
Lewis perfecute his Mother in all Parts of the 
World, and her Son, the King,feem’d to be fo en¬ 
tirely infenfible of her Sufferings, that he hardly 
ever nam’d her himfelf, or fuffer’d her to be nam’d 
to him. 

In this Year 1635, was the famous French Aca¬ 
demy founded under the Protection of Cardinal 
Richlieu , againft whom were fo many fharp Satyrs 
continually publifh’d, that he was forc’d to keep 
a good Number of Mercenary Pens in Pay to vin¬ 
dicate him, and put fair Gloffes on his Tyranny. 
Mod of thefe Academicians had Penfions from, or 
ow’d their Preferments to him, and the Society 
was eftablifh’d with all imaginable Pomp and Cere¬ 
mony. Barbon of the Parliament of Paris faid 
wittily, Monjieur the Cardinal*s Condutt in this mat - 
ter puts me in mind of what was done by an Em - 
fersr of Old *, after having taken away from the Senate 
the Cognisance of Publick Affairs , he fent to confuit 
them about the Sauce that Jboud be made to a huge 
Turbet which had been fent him fro?n a far of One 
of the firft Statutes of this Society was. That every 
Member jhoud promife to revere the V~irtue and the 
Memory of the Lord Cardinal their Protettcr. His 
Virtue was fuch, that he keept the Lewdeft of 
the Academicians the Abbe Boifrobert in his Houfe, 
till he was out of meer ihame forc’d to remove 
him. He was a moft Notorious Sodomite, and *twas 
a common Saying, That the j4bbot went to Church 
out of Fajbions Jake . However, Richlieu made him 
one of the King’s Almoners, and foon took him in¬ 
to his Family again after a fhort Difgrace. 

The War with Spain being fet a Foot, Richlieu 
fent daily Pecuniary Editts to the Parliament to 
raife Money to carry it on 5 the People every where 
cry’d out againft him, as the caufe of tbofe into 
v * ' lerable 
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lerable Taxes, and at laft at Bourdeaux they took 
Arms, as they did alfb at A gen. Condom , Leytoure , 
AfoiJfjc , and Perigneux •, but the Duke a!’ Epernon 
and his Son the Duke de laValette, by their Valour 
and Vigilance put a flop to the encreale of thofe 
Commotions, and in a little while fupprefs’d them. 
The Parliament of Tholoufe, ready enough to pals 
any Edifts againft the Reform’d , rejected thofe that 
were fent them to raife Money. They part an Arret 
forbidding the railing it. The Court immediately 
fufpended the firft and fecond Prefident, and fent 
for the Principal Magiftrates. The Parliament pafs’d 
another Arret , commanding the Prefidents to con¬ 
tinue their Fun&ions, and forbidding thofe that were 
fent for to Court to go thither, for that the King’s 
Service requir’d their Prefence at Tholoufe. Are 
thefe Arrets Infiances of that Paffive Obedience 
which is now made a Doftrine neceflary to Salva¬ 
tion ? The Truth is, People will generally Obey 
pretty well as long as their Purfes are not touch’d, 
but when Property is attack’d, whether it be by 
illegal Taxes, or lofs of Revenue, they will do 
like the Parliament of Tholoufe. 

Tho’ I (hall not meddle with the Wars between 
Prance and the Houfe of Auftria , farther than to 
explain fome Events which are not obferv’d in other 
Hiftories, yet I muft not omit certain PalTagesthat 
are moft for my prefent Purpofe, to give a true 
Idea of this Reign and Miniftry, lo much boafted 
of in Hiftory, for the Jfuftice of the King, and the 
Genius and Grandeur of the Minifter. 

The Imperialifts threatning to invade Lorraine, 
the King went towards that Frontier in Perfon in 
Augufl 1635, expelling a Powerful Army ready 
for him to march at the Head of it againft the E- 
nemy } inftead of which his Majefty got to the 
Place of Rendezvous before the Train of Artillery 
was ready, having left Richlieu behind him, to whom 
he wrote a very angry Letter, not without Threats 
for his being fo negligent in his Preparations when 
he knew himfelf was to ait in Perfon. Soon after 

he 
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he had writ it, he was forry for it, and wrote 
the following Letter to beg his Pardon : 


COUSIN, 

7 Am in defpair for my over haftinefs in writing 
*'*Ycu that Billet Yeflerday on the fubjeCl of my 
Journey , I pray you to burn it , and at the fame time 
to forget the Contents of it. Believe that as I have 
no Defign to trouble you in any Things 1 Jhall never 
have any other Thoughts than punctually to follow your 
good Counfels in alllbings. I pray you once more to 
forget it . Write me by the Bearer that you think no 
more of it } that will make me eajy in my Mind . 
Reft affur’d that 1 {hall never be fatisfyd till I can 
give you further Proofs of my AffeCtion for you, 
which will Lift as long as m\ Lije . 


RichlievCs Anfwer is long and cunning, lie feems 
to fhew a great Submifiion to the King’s Will, and 
concern for his Health and Honour, but he fhews 
much more the Power he had over him, tho’ he 
was naturally of fo unequal an Humour, that Rich- 
lieu us’d to fay, he was infinitely more embarrafs’d 
with it than with all the Intricate Affairs of his 
Miniftry. 

The Cardinal’s Enemies that were about the King, 
endeavour’d to make ufe of his Abfence, and to let 
his Majefty againft him* Alas ! They did not 
know that the King and he very well underftood 
one another, tho’ there feem’d to be an Alteration 
in Lewis's Carriage with refpeft to his Minifter, 
who, upon his being taken into Favour again af¬ 
ter the Queen .Mother’s laft attempt for his Dis¬ 
grace, had made the King promife, That he woud 
not give Ear to any thing to his Prejudice , or if he 
did , woud hefure to tell it him . 

Lewis proceeding in his Expedition, finifh’d his 
Campaigne with the taking a fmall Town in Lor¬ 
raine , call'd St. MiheU Notwithftanding that the 

Town 
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Town furrender’d upon Terms, the Governor and 
his Principal Officers were fent to the Baftille , cf 
the Soldiers Ten were hang’d, and the reft fent 
to the Galleys. A Glorious Inftance of the Cle¬ 
mency and Generofity of this Viftorious Mo¬ 
narch, 

Richlieu's Enemies did their utmoft during this 
Siege to make their Advantage of his Abfenc*. 
They form’d an Intrigue againft him, and ’twas fu- 
fpefted that the Count de Soijfom was in it. The 
King had us’d him very ill while he lay before St. 
Mihel, never once calling him to Council. Rich - 
lieu inftigated him to treat this Prince of the Blood 
fo haughtily, to revenge his obftinate Refufal to 
marry Ccmbalet * The Count de CramaiL was the 
Head of this Confpiracy. He had been in former 
Cabals with the Princefs of Conti and the Coun- 
tefs du Fargisy whofe Lover he was faid to have been. 
For at this time, the Court of France^ notwithftand- 
ing the Impotence and Superftition of his Majefty, 
was fo very Gallant, that there was hardly a great 
Lord or great Lady who had not a Love-Affair up¬ 
on their Hands. Cramail had afterwards, in Ap¬ 
pearance, reconcil’d himfelf to the Cardinal, and 
Was made Marefchal de Camp during this Siege. He 
had given his Advice againft the King’s Command¬ 
ing the Army in Perfon in this Expedition, which 
was fufficient to Ruin him with RichUeuy who had 
been the Author of it. He had faid feveral violent 
Things againft th$ Cardinal, and did not fpare him 
to his Majefty when he thought Lewis was fo 
out of Humour with him, that it wou’d be agreea¬ 
ble. He infinuated to him, 7 hat the Cardinal was 
enjoying the Delights of Peace , and the fweetnefs of 
his fine Seats in the Neighbourhood of Paris, while 
his Majefiy under went all the Fatigues and Vends 
of War. He aggravated his Negligence in not 
making timely and due Provifions for an Army, 
which his Matter was to Command •, and declar’d 
always, that ’twas not Safe for the King to be fo 
far from his Capital in a Time of fuch Diftraftion. 
When Lewis return’d, RiekUeu met him at Neyillk 
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and was receiv’d with all poflible marks of Ten- 
dernefs. Lewis among the reft did not fail to tell 
him all that Cramail had faid, and the next Day the 
Count was Arrefted by an Enfign of. the Guards, 
and fent to the Baftille. What a great Comfort 'tis 
to a Nation to have fuch quick Methods ofjuftice, 
and fuch able Diftributors of it as the Soldiery. Here 
is no Charge, ho Crime appears, and a great Officer 
is, however, thrown into Prifon. 

The fame Day the Cardinal told the Count de 
Soiffons his Majefty was very angry with him, and 
he wou’ddo well to abfenthimfelf from Court. He 
did this to fhew his Credit was not diminifh’d. 
The People cry’d out againft him, and Richlieu was 
glad enough, that foon after he got him recall’d as 
eafily as he got him banifh’d, and was outwardly 
reconcil’d to him. 

The Miniftry of Richlieu eftablifh’d that heavy 
Grievance in France, practis'd ever fince when Mo¬ 
ney is wanting to create Officers. Several Edifts 
made for that purpofe, were carry’d to be Regifter’d 
in Pomp. The next Day after Seguier was made 
Chancellor on the Death of Aligre. Le Jay , the firft 
Prehdent, who had fold himfelf to the Court, and 
abandon'd the Intereft of that AfTembly, and thofe of 
the Piiblick, to the Will of the Cardinal, fpoke for 
them. The Advocate-General Bignon , had more Cou¬ 
rage and more Honour. He remonftrated to his Ma¬ 
jefty, who was there Prefent with his Minifter, that 
the felling of Officers which had been firft introduc’d 
in the Reign of Francis the Firft, had caus’d great 
Mifchief to France, and that the continual Crea¬ 
tion of new Offices at fo dear a rate was the moft 
prejudicial thing in the Wor-’d. Lewis and his Mi¬ 
nifter were very much out of Humour with the 
Advocate-General for his excellent Difcourfe, which 
all honeft Men applauded •, but they durft not punifh 
a Magiftrate for doing his Duty Seguier repri. 
rnanded him, and Lewis only faid fome Days after, 
that if the Advocate-General had come to St. Ger¬ 
mains with the other Members of that Body, h* 
wou’d have been ill receiv'd. 


Richlieu 
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Richlleu try’d all means to get Money, and not- 
withftanding his Authority met with inextricable 
Difficulties, he demanded Four Millions of the 
Clergy. The Prelates affembled at Paris made 
very warm Remonftrances, Athilles de Harlai , Bi- 
fhop of St. Maio , formerly a Creature of the Car¬ 
dinal’s, being offended that the Cap was talk’d of 
for Father Jofeph and not for him, faid, that thofe 
who fo prellingly reprefented the King’s Necel- 
fities attack d indire&ly the Reputation of the 
Cardinal. 9 Tis malicious to infinuate to the Worlds 
continues he, that fo wife and clear ftghted a ATinisler 
has advis'd the King to make War without having 
firfi provided the means to carry it on . The Court 
was very angry with the Biinop. His feign’d A- 
pology for the Cardinal, was look’d upon as a 
piece of Raillery, and this Prelate refenting alfo that 
Cohon had the good Bifhoprick of Nifmes given 
him, notwithftanding the Obfcurity of his Birth, 
took hold t>f an Opportunity which offer’d to 
fhew his Refen mien t. Cohon had fpoken fome- 
thing againft the Interefts of his Order, upon 
which Harlai interrupting, faid, You might be be 
ajharnd to Death , the Church has taken you out of 
the Dufi , with what Front dare you betray her . This 
Salley was immediately carry’d to the King, and the 
Cardinal telling him Cohort had been fpeaking fome- 
thing for the Court. Lewis , to be reveng’d of 
Harlai , refolv’d to tell him, that uniefs he had given 
him a good Bifhoprick he wou’d not have had 
wh«re withal to thblift himfelf. Monfieur St. Malo y 
fays he, thefirft time he came to Court, I have taken 
you out of the Dufl. I own it y Sir, repiys Harlai very 
briskly, But Tour ATajefly has only done me Juflice , 
My Father fpent all his Ejiate in aiding the late King 
to mount the Throne of his Anceftor* • Lewis had 
not a word more to lay to him. The Truth is, 
Harlai de Sanci had been a very Faithful Servant 
to Henry IV, and had met with nothing but In¬ 
gratitude. 


There 
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There happen’d at the fame time fome Difordet 
in the Court of Inquefts, that Court being fat to 
examine fome Edicts, and to fee whether they cou’d 
hinder an Augmentation of Twenty Four Coun- 
fellors and a Prefident au Mortier, the Firft Pre* 
fident, told them, he had receiv’d a Letter from the 
King, forbidding them to aflemble Extraordinarily. 
The Court demanded that the Letter ihou'd be read. 
The Firft Prefident, who ’twas thought, had no 
fuch Letter, refus’d it, and the Court adjourn’d for 
a Fortnight, to the 4th of January , is$6. when 
the King’s Order was produc’d for Thirty of the 
Members of the Parliament to appear before his 
Majefty. The Counfellor Laifne talk’d boldly a- 
gainft the Firft Prefident, accus’d him of Trea¬ 
chery and Bafenefs in betraying the Interefts of the 
Affembly, to gain the Favour of the King and his 
Minifter. There was then even in France, a Spirit 
of Liberty which rofeagainft the Tyranny of an 
Afpiring Prieft, but wherever it appear’d, Care 
was taken to fupprefs it immediately. Accordingly 
feveral Counfellors of the Parliament, for daring to 
defend thofe Rights, to the Defence whereof they 
were Sworn, were fent to feveral Places of Con¬ 
finement ; as Monfieur Barillon, to the Caftle of 
Saumur , Monfieur Laifne and Monfieur Faucaut , to 
the Caftle of Angers, Monfieur Sevin, to Clermont , 
in Avergne , and Monfieur d' Ardonne , to Brcfl. 
They were confin’d there for fome Months, and 
difcharg’d afterwards on the Petition of their Bre¬ 
thren, who humbly fubmitted to the King’s Orders. 
Le Jay , the Firft Prefident of the Parliament, who 
formerly had been fo rare a Patriot, that he was, 
himfelf imprifon’d in the Caftle of Amboife , had 
been feverely reprov’d by Laifne , for deferting the 
Caufe of the Society, and doing whatever the Court 
wou’d have him. He now oppos’d thofe Counfellors 
who were for vindicating their Priviledges, and 
facrifis’d the Interefts of the Aflembly to his own 
Private Advantage \ for one of his Relations was 
made Provoft of the Merchants of Paris, and him¬ 
felf Chancellor of the King’s Orders. Bullion , Su- 

perin- 
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perintentdantof the Finances, refigning that Office 
to him, and taking that of Prefident au Mortier , 
newly erefted. Such is the wonderful Power of 
Places, when at the Difpofal of fuch Minifters as 
Richlieu , it turns Patriots into Parafites, and Men 
of Honour into Slaves. Let us fee what a fine Lord 
Chancellor this good Minifter has given to France^ 
what a fine State he has reduc’d the Parliament of 
Paris to, the only poor remaining Barrier of what 
was left of Freedom in that Kingdom. Why, the 
Members of the AfTembly appear’d before the King 
upon their refufing to admit the NewCounfellors 
that had bought their Places *, Tou ought always 'to 
remember , fays he, that if Kings have depofited Part 
of their .Authority in your Hands , ’tis not to give 
you the means of rifing up againft them and. refifting 
their Wills , what a Word is this, Wills toufe, when 
the good of Mankind, their Rights and their Wel¬ 
fare are at Stake ? Magiftrates are Organs , c ho fen 
to explain to the People the Juft ice of the Laws , 
which the Sovereign Judge proposes to make , not to 
examine the Juftice of them, but to explain it, 
whether there is any Juftice in them or no, to 
take it for granted, that they are Juft becaule as this 
Chancellor wou’d have us believe, the French Kings 
and their Minifters are Infallible, and can no more 
err than the Pope ? Magiftrates , continues he, are 
to teach ethers to fubmit ? the King obeys the Laws of 
God , he acknowledges that his Almighty Hand has 
plac'd him on the Throne , in that he ftjexs his Religion 
and his Piety \ as if that Almighty God was o- 
blig’d to him for acknowledging hisSuperior Power, 
and ’twas Piety and Religion enough for a King not 
to afiume Divine Attributes and fet up for Omni¬ 
potence. If they were Immortal too, ’twou’d be 
a much ftronger Argument in Favour of their being 
Infallible than is that of rhe Sword, without which, 
many Princes wou’d be thought to run into as many 
Errors as other weak or wicked Men. If his Majefty 
orders any thing , adds he. He follows the Rules of 
Rcafon and Juftice \ let it be wbat it will, as par¬ 
ticularly the felling Twenty Four Counfellofs Places 

at 
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at once, to take away a- good part of thofe Profits 
that had been fairly fold before to theprefent PolTef- 
lors, by this he renders his Authority more firm and 
refpettable', the Magick thefe Men think there is in 
this other Word. Authority ? When it is the Inftru- 
ment of Law, nothing is more$acred> and requires 
a moft Paffive Obedience. When Yi$ iiiade ufe of to 
contrary Purpofes., as in this very Faft, to fupport 
an unjuff Innovation, ’tisonlya Sotfnd, which with¬ 
out that of the Musket and the Cannon wou’dbe 
perfectly empty in the Ears of honeft and reafona- 
ble Men. By this, the Chancellor further tells us, 
he Stigmatifes his Prudence, if he Jhoud comply with 
his Subjects when they fay any thing ' again ft what he 
ordains, if he (houd ■ fupper them to : refift him with 
Impunity it woud be an extrearn Folly • That is, if he 
fhou’d fupport them in thofe very Rights he had not 
long before fold to, them, and was novv bringing 
to Market again. The Profits of thefe Offices mult 
be confiderably diminifh'd by the Addition of 
Twenty Four New Partners, but it is the King's' 
Will, it renders his Authority more firm, and to refift: 
him will not go off without Punifhmenf, Seguier 
goes on, It does not belong to you to argue upon what 
the King Commands , Magistrates are instituted for 
nothing but to make the Orders of the: Soveraign to be 
receiv'd with Sub miff on if you forget what you are, 
the King will remember .that he isMafter, obey fir ft, 
and .admit thofe the King has been pleas'd to Create 
M^gi ft rates by hi shift Ed ills, after that, .his Majefty 
will hear your Remonftrdnces in Favour of your Ere* 
thren in Exile, and inPrifon . La Vi lie aux-Clercs, 
Secretary of State r carry’d a few days after an Order 
from the King to the Parliament, forbidding the 
MagiftratestQ afTemble extraordinarily'. This Vio¬ 
lence and the Chancellor’s Threats, fo provok’d themi 
that they put a {top to their fitting, and the Courfe 
of Juftice was fufpended. Their Refolution wou’d 
have been much more commendable, had it been 
exerted againft thofe Exorbitant Taxes that were 
daily confirm’d by them in verifying the King’s 
Pecuniary Editts. But on thefe Occafions they 
D d laid 
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faid very littte or nothing: This Courage of theirs 
was not entirely free from a Mercenary Blemifh, 
their Interefts being concern’d in the admifiion 
of the New Counfeliors. The Clamours the Par¬ 
liament made began to raife a Ferment in the 
Minds of the People, who generally were on 
their. Side, looking upon them as the Guardians 
of Juftice. The Cardinal got the Prince of Con - 
de to go to the Affembly, and insinuate that if 
they wou’d admit fome of the New Created Ma- 
giftrates, the King wou’d not infill upon their 
admitting of the reft. Conde endeavour’d to a- 
mufe them with fuch Hopes, and told them ’twas 
the King’s Command that they wou’d admit Co- 
lombet. He was a good Civilian, and had 
written feveral Books in that Science which were 
wellefteem’d. The Court thought that the Parlia¬ 
ment wou’d make no Scruple of admitting a Man 
who had Taught many of them the firft Ele¬ 
ments of the Civil Law, but the Magiftrates faw 
thro’ the Defign of their prefenting Colombet as 
a Man they did not dare to Refill or Examine. 
However, they put certain Queftjons to him, 
which either relating more to Praflice than The¬ 
ory, or he being put out of Countenance by the 
Imperious way of asking them by his Old Schol- 
lars, return’d very indifferent Anfwers to them. 
Some Days after Bullion was alfo admitted Prefi- 
dent au Aiortier on the Foot of the New Crea¬ 
tion. The Affembly durft not oppofe his Ad- 
million, knowing him to be the Cardinal’s Con¬ 
fident and Creature *, Kichlieu not minding the 
Parliaments Oppolition, continu’d to ereft New 
Offices, which, however, the People were not over- 
fond of Purchafing. The Prince of Conde feern’d 
to be difgufted, that the word he had given the 
Parliament that there fhou’d be no more made 
was no better kept, but the Cardinal knew how 
to appeafe him. A Sum of Money was given him, 
and inftead of fupporting that Affembly in the 
Defence of their Rights, he accepted of aCom- 
mifi.on to get feveral other New Edi&sas grie¬ 
vous 


of F R. A N C E. 403 

vous to the People reciev’d in Provence J where 
the People had been in Arms againft them, and 
the Parliament of Bourdeaux, more refolute than 
the reft, forbad the execution of them*. 

As Richlieu' s Hiftory makes lb confidefable a 
Part of that of Lewis XIII. we mud not omit 
taking Notice of thofe Events which have parti¬ 
cular relation to his Family, which was now 
look’d upon to be of as much Importance as 
thofe relating to the Royal Houle of France . 
The Marefchal de Breze liv’d in perpetual Mif- 
underftanding with Combalet, both of them had 
their Creatures and Partifans. Servien , Secreta¬ 
ry of State, fided with the Marefchal, but means 
were found to fet the Cardinal againft both of them, 
and Cambalei's Party prevail’d. Servien had had a 
Quarrel with Bvllion % and Chavigni , Son of Bou- 
thillier , on occafion of the Army’s being ill fupply’d 
with Money, and the Cardinal de la Palette foyn’d 
with the latter againft him, infomuch, that he was 
order’d to lay down his Place and retire to Sau -- 
mur. Richheu, when he went to take his leave 
of him, told him he might take his Choice of 
Saumur or Names \ a moft Happy Conftitution. 
This Servien is banifh’d Paris at the Pleafure of 
the Minifter, no matter for Tryal or Evidence, 
Fault or no Fault, he is order’d to retire. He 
mud not live where he will, nor do what he will* 
When a Favourite in France does not like your 
Company you mud pack up and be gone. Des 
Noiers was made Secretary in his room. The 
Marefchal de Breze , a very Paflionate Man, re¬ 
proach’d Bullion alfo that his Negligence was the 
Caufe of the ill Succefs of the King’s Arms in the 
Low Countries , that he had not fupply’d the Ar¬ 
my with Money to Purchafe Proviiions, of which 
they were in great want. Bullion, on the con¬ 
trary, pretended that Money enough had been fent 
but that it was ill husbanded. Breze was not 
long after order’d to his Government of Saumur, 
Servien , fome time before his Difgrace, had threat- 
ned to Cane Boifrobert in Ricblieu's Anti-Chamber, 
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*or complaining of his Neglett in not parting a 
Warrant for a Sum of Money that had been gi¬ 
ven him, and the Cardinal cou’d not bear that 
fuch Airs fhou’d be affum’d in his Houle towards 
any of his Creatures. 

The Affair of the Duke of Orleans's Marriage 
remain’d ftill in the fame Pofture. Richlieu was 
indefatigable in his Endeavours to get it declar’d 
Null by the Pope, and Gafion to confent to the 
DifJblution, but the Pope evaded giving any 
latisfattory Anfwer to Fenouillet, Bifhop of Mont¬ 
pellier , fent to Rome to follicite the Matter, and 
GaSton cou’d not be prevail’d upon to agree to any 
thing more than to Sign a Warrant, importing, that 
he fubmitted it to the Decifion of the Clergy vo¬ 
ting in a Synod of Galilean Bifhops, the Pope’s 
Legates preciding in the Aflembly he added, Mr- 
vertbelejs., whatever Judgment Is given in Rome 
or in France, 1 will never have any other Wife 
than the Princefs Margaret, to whom / lawfully 
engag'd my Jelf. Le Coigneux , who was reftor’d to 
feme Degree of Favour at Court, undertook to 
prevail on Charles Duke of Lorraine to confent 
to the Diffolution of. the Match, in hopes of the 
Reftitution of his Dominions, and Charles going 
foon after to the Netherlands , *twas thought he 
went thither to perfwade his Sifter to do the 
fame, but it all came to nothing. Richlieu wou’d 
even have contented Duke Charles in many things, 
jf he cou’d have remov’d that infurmountable Obfta- 
cle to Combalet's Marriage with the Duke of Or - 
leans . 

While thefe things were in Tranfaftion, a New 
Revolution happen'd in Gafton* s Court, the Abbot 
de la Riviere , his Confident, quarrell’d with Cha- 
vighi and was fent to the BafHlle , feveral other of 
his Servants were turn’d off, and the Duke, to be 
reveng’d for thefe Atts of Violence, did the fame 
by the Abbot Delbene , one ot Richlieu s Spies. 
Chavigni endeavouring to juftify himfelf one Day 
that he had no Share in the Orders the King had 
given, with Reference to his Brother’s Domefticks; 

Good 
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Good Godi 9 fays Gaflon ! I don't complain of you nor 
cf Monfieur the Cardinal , you are our Mafters \ 
Richlieu had infinuated to Lewis that his Brother 
was meditating new Troubles, and had caus’d it to 
be fo reported about Paris , which he did to pro¬ 
cure him to Banifh the Duke of Orleans's moll 
Faithful Servants as his Evil Counfellors. 

The carrying every Point thus in France , did 
nor eafe Richlieu of his Chagrin at the Opposition 
he met with at Rome , where the Pope feem’d to 
take Pleafure in vexing him, not only in the Affair 
of the Duke of Orleans's Marriage, but others. Vr- 
ban fent a Brief to the Cardinal ae la Kalette, who 
commanded the French Army which afted in Con¬ 
junction with the Swedes under Duke Bernard of 
Saxe Weymar , to quit that Command, It not being 
decent for a Member of the Sacred College , as the 
Brief had it, to be affociated with the General of an 
Heretick Army. Upon which Richlieu wrote his 
Friend the following Letter of the 10th of January 


1 Have not been wanting to do what I thought ne- 
** cejfary for the King's Service and your Satisfa¬ 
ction on the fubjed of the Brief the Pope has fent 
yoUyWe have made great Complaints of it to the Nuntio . 
Monfieur the Cardinal of Lyons, and Monfiuur the 
Ambajfador, have fpoken to the Pcpe and to his Ne- 
phew , making ufe of all the Reafons and Examples that 
were to be us'd on fuch an Occafim . I juft now 
fpoke to Monfieur Mazarine about it y he tells me the 
Anfwer the Nuntios have receiv'd to what they wrote 
to Rome on the Part of the King is, that the Pope 
coud do no lef ■, but that he Wou'd do ?jo more , what¬ 
ever concerns you will always touch me more [enfibly 
than yourfelf 


The Cardinal of Lyons , Richlieu* s Elder Brother, 
receiv’d alfo a Mortification/ That Prelate, taken 
Dd 3 ir. out 
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°ut of the Order of Chartteux , thought he (hou’d 
n ot be fo deform’d as he was by Nature, and that it 
■won’d take off a great deal of his Ugtinefs and 
rude Air, which were extreamly fhocking to the 
Ladies, if he let his Hair grow as long as the other 
Cardinals. Accordingly he did fo, and 'Urban or¬ 
der’d him to Shave after the manner of his Bro¬ 
therhood. The Pope gave another Inftance of his 
ill Will to Lewis’s Minifter, or rather Governor. 
,Lems, at the inftigation of Richlieu, had nam'd the 
Capuchine Father Jofeph to be a Cardinal at the 
next Promotion, and Father Jofeph was fo earned 
to have that Nomination fucceed, that Richlieu , who 
knew his infinuating and ambitious Temper, pri¬ 
vately obftrufted it, being allarm’d at the prefling 
Inftatices the Capuchine made for the Cap, which 
he apprehended was done with a Delign to fup- 
plant him. Father Jofeph miftrufted that the Car¬ 
dinal dealt doubly with him, and intended to put 
Mazarine in his Place. Chavignj , Secretary of State, 
in a Letter which he wrote the Marefchal d’ Etrees , 
then Ambafladorat Rome, has a Particularity which 
fhews us admirably well what is the fincerity of 
Courts and Minifters of State. For after a long 
Letter of Lewis’s to the Pope, wherein the Pro¬ 
motion of Father Jofeph is prefs’d with the utmoft 
earneftnefs, Chavigm gives the Marefchal Inftruttion 
to pretend that he follicited the Affair more than 
he really did or was defir’d to do. The Paffage in 
the King’s Letter is very ftrong in favour of the 
Capuchine’s Promotion. If after all, fays Lewis, his 
Holinefs continues to make Difficulties in the matter , 
you mu ft tell him I am abfolutely determin’d not to 
change my Nomination on that jiccount. That /, and 
not He, are to name Perfons j that he ought to ac¬ 
cept thofe whofe Manners are approv’d of by all the 
World , and whofe Zeal and Sentiments for the Ca- 
tholick, Apoftolical and Roman Religion are what 
they ought to be. Lewis went fo far, as to order d’ 
Etrees to give out that he wou’d leave Rome , if 
Father Jofeph was not promoted to the Purple, and 
yet did Chavigni write him as follows: Be fure to 
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fay in your Difpatches that you prefs’d the Promotion^ 
and hope in a little while to obtain it . 3 Th necef 
fary to content Father Jofeph, to prevent his taking 
'Umbrage , and that he might not think you aft with 
Negligence in what concerns him . 

Not long after there happen’d an Event at Paris y 
which was all the Talk of (Jourt and City, the dif¬ 
ferent Reception and Entertainment given to Two 
Princes, Friends to France , who came to vifit the 
King, and negotiate their Affairs with that Court, 

I mean the Duke of Forma and Duke Bernard of 
Saxe-lVeymar. Farnefe , Duke of Parma , was 
threaten'd with an Invafion by the Spaniards , and 
Bernard's Army was almoft deftroy’d by Defer- 
tion and Skirmilhes. Farnefe was receiv’d with all 
poffible Honours, tho’ the great Lords were fhock’d 
at his Haughtinefs, which they call'd Arrogance. 
He had not given the Duke de Mercaur the Hand 
13 his Appartment, nor waited on the Duke de la 
Palette out of his Chamber. All the Dukes and 
Peers cry d out againft it, and protefted they wou’d 
not Vifit the Duke of Parma unlefs he gave them 
the Hand in his own Appartment. The Kings 
Counfel took cognizance of the Difference, and at 
the inftigation of Richlieu 7 thefe Gentlemen loft their 
Caufe. The Cardinal was fet upon keeping Farnefe 
fteddy in the French lntereft, hoping by his means 
to embarrafs" the King of Spains Affairs in Italy. 
For this Reafon he fupported the Pretentions of a 
Prince made fo by the Scandalous Ambition of a 
Pope, to the Prejudice of the beft Families in France. 
Notwithftanding that Farnefe 5 Great-Grandfather 
was only a Pope’s Baftard, and had been made 
a Prince againft the Rules of Religion and De* 
cency ; yet fee the Infoience of Richheu to in¬ 
gratiate himfelf with the Duke of Parma. * 7 is a 
jhame , fays he, that Men who have fprung up like 
Muflorooms, Jhoud demand Precedence even in the 
Kings P allace of a Sovereign Prince defended of an 
Ancient and Illuftrious Houfe . Can any of 'em pretend 
that Monfieur the Chancellor gives them the Hand 
at his Houfe ? Neverthelefs Monfieur the Chart- 
Dd 4 celkr 
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cellar knows better Things than to carry his Preten- 
/ions fo far as the Dukes and Peers. If I was not 
a Cardinal 1 Jhoud make no fcruple of giving Place 
to the Duke of Parma at his own Appartwent, tho* 
the King has honour'd me with the Dignity of Duke 
and Peer • His Majefty ought on this Occaficn , to o~ 
blige a Prince ally d to France, and humble thofi that 
woud Jo mal-a-propos equal themfelves to Soveraigns . 
This Ancient and llluftrious Houfe was hardly heard 
of before Pope Paul the Illcls Time. Suppofe 
that Farnefe was Superior to Epernon and Luines , 
Men fprung up like Muflrrooms , was his Family to be 
compar’d to the Houfes of Lorraine , Savoy? Lon - 
giievi/le y Kendome, and Angouleme? The Eldeft and 
Youngeft of thole great Families were order’d to 
give Place every w r here to the Duke of Parma , as 
well as the Dukes and Peers; but only the Duke 
de Merz&ur? Eldeft Son to the Duke de V'endome , 
the Count de Harcourt. Brother to the Duked’ EL 
beuf of the Houfe of Lorraine , and the Count de 
Aletz., Son to the Duke d' Angouleme , fubmitted 
to the Decifion of the King’s Council. The Duke 
of Orleans and that Afpiring Prieft, Richlieu , had 
Ceremonials agreed upon particularly for them. 
The Cardinal entertain’d Farnefe at his Houfe with 
a Comedy, a Ball and a Supper, which coft him a 
Million. Abundance of fine Things were promis’d 
him, as that he fhou’d have the Command of the 
Confederate Army in Italy in the abfence of the 
Duke of Savoy, and have fufficient Forces to defend 
his Territories} but the Honours that were paid 
him at his coming and going, and during his Abode 
at ./V/V,together with a Prefenj: of iooqoo Crowns, 
were all that he got by his Journey to France. 

This Event is a little too particular for fo gene¬ 
ral a Hiftory, but it is neceflary to be mention’d 
to introduce one that is as great an Anecdote as 
any we have met with, and has Relation to Duke 
Bernard of Saxe-Weymar? who came to Paris? and 
was there at the fame Time with Farnefe. Whe¬ 
ther it was that Richlieu did not like Bernard's Er¬ 
rand or the Man, the German was not treated fp 

honourably 
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honourably as the Italian jn\\o defcended of a Princely 
Houfe, that gave an Emperor to Germany . .Not- 
withftanding Duke Bernard's Army was in a def- 
perate Condition, yet he had feveral flrong Places 
in his Pofleflion; and cou'd eafily recriut it with 
Money. His Alliance was ftill courted by Richlieu, 
who not only hop'd to get him to turn Catholick, 
and by his means to procure for himfelf the E- 
le&orate of Treves, the Bifhoprick of Spire , and 
perhaps his Chimerical Kingdom of Aiiftrafias, a 
Map of which he had order'd to be drawn out* 
but alfo to marry his Neice Combalet^ and to efta- 
blifh her in the Landgravate. of Alface 9 The Car¬ 
dinal refolving to make his Market of her, and 
finding fo many obftacles in the Projeft of marry¬ 
ing her to the King’s Brother, thought he cou’d 
not do better than to fettle her in that New Prin¬ 
cipality, and by her means fecure Bernard in his 
Interests But the Marriage being propos'd to the 
Duke of Saxe-Weymar 7 the German did not ftand 
hefitating about it, as the Duke of Orleans fome- 
times did, but Paid plainly Madam de Combalet 
is Handfome enough to make a Miflrefs , but Mon- 
fieur the Cardinal does not know me , if he thinks 
me capable of confenting to fo unequal an Alliance m 
Bernard told this Repartee of his to Hervart , his 
Confident, afterwards Comptroller-General of the 
Finances under Mazjirine* s Miniftry. Hervart wa$ 
very much concern’d at his Franknefs, and (aid to 
him, Tkefe Sentiments , my Lord , are worthy of a 
Prince of your Augufl Houfe y but I wou'd to God 
you had not declar'd them Jo openly. ’The Cardinal 
will furely hear of it, you know he cannot bare Con¬ 
tempt , and to what excefs his revengeful Humour is 
apt to carry him . Duke Bernard did not feem to 
be very forry at what he had faid, and the Cardinal 
certainly made that Difference between his Treat¬ 
ment and that of the Duke of Parma , on purpofe 
to mortify him. He was extreamly difgufted at 
it *, they only lodg’d him in the Arfenal , whereas 
Famefe was lodg'd in the Queen Mothers Appart- 
jnent. The Officers that waited on him were of 
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a lower Degree than thofe who waited on Parma, 
In the firft Audience he had of the King, Lewis 
put on his Hat, and Bernard uncover'd \ the German 
ftaid a while for the Sign to put on his Hat, which 
not being given as he expe&ed, he did it of himfelf, 
Lewis chang # d Colour, prefently pull'd off his H*t 
to oblige Bernard to do the fame, broke off the 
Conversation, and went into his Clofet: Bertire , 
who perform'd the Office of Matter of the Cere¬ 
monies, was call'd, and the King demanded why he 
did not do as he had been order'd, and tell the 
Duke of SaxeWeymar that he had no Right to be 
cover'd in his Ma/efty*s Prefence, Bertire reply’d, 
I did cxattly what / was commanded; ij Monfieur 
the Duke of Weymar had no regard to the Notice 
I gave him , 9 twas becaufe he wou'd not have it , 
Lewis, recolle&ed himfelf, return’d into the Cham¬ 
ber of Audience, and condufted Bernard into the 
Queen’s Appartment, the Duke flood bare, the 
King with his Hat on, but Bernard gave People to 
underftand, ’twas a Compliment paid to the Sex 
and not the Dignity. The Duke of Parma fent onfc 
of his Gentlemen to Compliment him in his Name } 
however, Bernard cou’d not forbare crying out 
againft him. Monfieur the Duke of Parma is very 
Proud of the Extraordinary Honours that are paid 
him here, Jbou'd he have forgotten that my Aaccfrors 
wore the Imperial Crown , when his were but plain 
Gentlemen? This was told Farnefe , who'reply’d, 
I confcfs the Empire has been in the Houfe of Saxony, 
but with Monfieur Duke Bernards leave , my Anceftors 
were at the fame time Knights and Counts, Isitpoffibls 
that he ftmudnot know tharCounts of Italy were former* 
ly a fort of Soveraigns ? But not to ft and upon that , 
/ mu ft fay that when we obtain d the Dutchiej of 
Parma and Placentia, the Branch of Saxe-Weymar 
loft their Territories with the Electoral Dignity for 
Rebelling againft Charles the Vth *, the A neeft or s of 
Duke Bernard were redued to the Condition of Pri• 
vate Men \ their Rank and Confederation in Ger¬ 
many were gone, when-tnine acquir'd a fair Sovereignty 
in Italy. 
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The Knights and Counts in the Hoafe of Famefe 
are not eafily to be met with till the Pope’s Ba* 
ftard afium’d that fair Sovereignty, and Weymar 
might, if he pleas’d, have taken upon himfelf the 
Title of Duke of Franconia , which Guttavus Add' 
phus promis’d to give him. Lewis order’d him to 
be told, that if he did it, his Majefty wou’d make 
no Scruple of letting him be cover’d in his Pre¬ 
fence, for that Ceremony belong’d to the Dignity 
and not to the Birth. Tho’ the Duke of Weymar 
had not thofe Honours paid him by the King as 
Famefe had, all the great Lords feem’d to outvie 
one another in their Civilities to him, which they 
did not only out of Refpeft to his Superior Me¬ 
rit, but to vex the Duke of Parma. At one of 
the Conferences which Bernard had with the Car¬ 
dinal de Richlieuy Father Jofeph^ and other Minifters 
about the Affairs of Germany , the Duke rally’d the 
Capuchine very handfomely for meddling with Mat? 
ters which did not belong to him. The Monk tak¬ 
ing up a Map, pointed to feveral Towns which 
he faid might be taken one after another, and how 
th e Germans might be driven out of the Countries 
they conquer’d iince the Battle of A 'orlmgen. jEl 
this is very well, fays Duke Bernard , but ALonfieur 
jofeph’j 7 owns are not taken with a Finger's End. 
The Company laugh’d, and the Capuchine wasfadly 
out of Countenance. Duke Bernard had tfooooo 
Florins paid him, with which, and a great many 
fair Promifes, he departed for Germany. 

About this time. Mazarine was recall’d from 
his Nunciature in France t tho’ Lewis and his Mi- 
nifter did what they cou’d to have him continu’d 
there, but it was reprefented to the Pope, “ That 
“ his Nuntio Extraordinary demean’d himfelf fhame- 
“ fully, that he was Cardinal Richlieu’ s Valet, 
“ that his Holinefs’s good Graces were not, in his 
<c Opinion, fo ready a way to make his Fortune, 
<c as the Favour and Prote&ion of the moft Chri- 
“ ftian King’s Minifler. He minded the Affairs of 
‘‘ France and Savoy more than thofe of the Ho¬ 
ly 
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** Iy See. ’Twas lie who manag’d the DukeofSrwy 
to enter into a League with the King of France , 
“ and it he could have done it, be wou d have made 
* c the Duke of Modena have joyn’d in it alfo; 
“ what has he done for the Houfeof Lorraine , tho’ 
** he was tent on purpofe to follicite that Affair. 
« He is look’d upon at Ruel and at Par it not as 
* l his Holinefs’s Minifler, but as the Minifterand 
« moll afliduous Courtier of Cardinal Richlieu," 
Mazarine was fo far from concealing his Devo¬ 
tion to Richlieu, that he accepted of an Appart- 
ment at Ruel, the Cardinals Houfe, and Lewis 
finding his In (lances to the Pope to hinder the 
Italian's being recall’d ineffe&ual, faid, His Ho- 
linefi cou'd not have- difoblig’d him more than in 
recalling a Minifter who was fo much to his liking , at 
the Soilicitation of the Spaniards. Richlieu did 
not ftick to tell the Pope in a Letter, that his re¬ 
calling Mazjtrine thew’d very plainly the Spaniards 
might obtain what they wou’d of him to the Preju¬ 
dice of France. 

VrbanAii not mind the Cardinal’s Remontlrances, 
on the contrary he continu’d to give him new Caufe of 
Mortification and Chagrin. Richlieu , whofe Vanity 
was as Boundlefs as his Ambition or Cruelty, wou’d 
needs be the greateft Man in France in all Things, 
in Power, in Learning and in Religion. To encreafe 
his Chara&er as a Devotee, and perhaps with fomc 
fuch View as our Famous Cardinal Woolfey had in 
getting feveralgood Monafteries into his Hand, be- 
fides the Abbies he already poflefs d,/ he got himfelf 
to be chofen Abbot de Clugni, de Cifteaux & de 
Fremontre, Three Monatleries, chief of their Or¬ 
ders in France , the Abbots of which are as Superiors 
General of a great Number of Abbeys and Priories 
in that Kingdom and in other Parts of Europe. He alfo 
order’d it to be given out that he intended to reform 
thofe great Abbies,and all depending upon them, un¬ 
der pretence of refloring the antient Splendor of the 
Gallican Church, but in Truth, to enlarge his Autho¬ 
rity in Ecdefialtical Matters, as alfo to oblige the 
Pope by it to declare him Legate of the Roman See , to 
r be 
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be a kind of Deputy to him, as was Cardinal de Am - 
boife in the^Reign of Lewis XII. The Pope appriz’d 
ol Ricblieus Ambitious Projefts* refus’d to confirm 
his Bulls for theThree great Abbies before-mention’d. 
To be reveng’d of his Holineis, Richlieu perfwaded 
his Mafter to recal the Count de Noailles y and leave 
only the Marelchai d' Etrees at Rome. Urban was 
difgufted at that MarefchaPs haughty Behaviour, he 
had been Ambaflador thereunder the Pontificate of 
Paul V. to whom he carry’d himfelf fo proudly and 
fo rudely, that it is faid the Pope fell in fo Violent a 
Fit ofCholler againft him as to throw himfelf into 
the Apoplexy, of which he dy’d. This very Hu*, 
mour of d’ Etrees was the very Merit that recom¬ 
mended him to Richlieu to be left Sole Ambaflador at 
the Court of Rome, but Urban let him remain with 
that Chara&er a confiderable time without giving 
him Audience or receiving him with the Diftinttion 
dtie to his Embafly. This occafion'd a long Letter 
from Richlieu to the Pope, complaining of his Par¬ 
tiality to the Spaniards , as well in the Affair of 
the Ambaflador of France as in the recalling of Ma~ 
marine. Urban wou’d not abate of his Rigor towards 
the Marelchai, and to prevent the Miichief that 
might attend it he fent for Mazarine from Avignon y 
where he w r as Vice-legate to Rome> knowing that the 
Court of France wou'd be well pleas'd to have him 
about him, as depending on his fupporting their In-* 
terefts. Mazjirine y for Form fake only, wrote to 
Richlieu to recalMonfieur d ’ Etrees tho’ he had him- 
felf advis’d the fending him to Reme, where he was 
as troublefome as he had been in a former Pontifi¬ 
cate. 

The Hopes of diftrefs’d People when they are un¬ 
der the Tyranny of Cruel and Powerful Minifters, 
are in the Difunion that Succefs will neceffarily cre¬ 
ate among them. Their Interefts may be at firft the 
lame, vynile their Power is unfettled, and they have 
Competitors in the Miniftry, but when by their 
Authority or the Authority of their Mailers, they 
have fupprefs’d all oppofite Parties and have no more 
their common Antagonifis to contend with, they 
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begin to think each of his own Advantage, and to rife 
higher on the Ruins of one another, as they rofe toge¬ 
ther before on the Ruins of their Rivals. The Capu- 
chine Jofeph thought hitnfelfas able and deferving as 
his Benefa&or Richlieu , that the Cardinal had been 
Prime long enough, and it was now his Time and 
Turn. The King had a kindnefs for Madamoifelle 
delaFaiette , and the French will have it, ’twasonly 
a kindnefs for one of his Queen’s Maids of Honour. 
She was related to Father Jofeph, and Neice to the 
Biffcop of Limoges , who in Conjun&ion with the 
good Father perfwaded her to infinuate to the King 
that it was a Sin in him to detain Lorraine from the 
Lawful Prince, and that the People were impo- 
verifh’d by the Load of Taxes laid on them to conti¬ 
nue, the War. Richlieu had fome Intelligence of 
what Madamoifelle’s Infinuations were. Thofe that 
put her upon it were expell’d the Court. If the 
Cardinal did not find out the Capuchme in his B&- 
finefs, he at leaft difcover’d that the good Father 
was watching an Opportunity to trip up his Heels, 
for he had feveral times decry’d his Meai'ures to the 
King. Richlieu exclaim’d bitterly againft the Fa¬ 
ther’s Ingratitude and Infidelity, and Jofeph feem’d 
not to be much concern’d at his Refentment, de¬ 
pending on the Support of the She Favourite, and 
apprehending that Richlieu dealt doubly with him 
in the Matter of the Cardinal’s Cap. 

There happen’d an Event in the beginning of this 
War, between the Houfes of Aufiria and Bourbon , 
which fhews us whatNovices the French were then in 
Navigation and Maritime Expeditions, and what 
Fools thofe Princes have been that have helpt to in- 
ftrutt and affift them in it. The Spaniards who were 
at that time a Match for the French at Sea, had taken 
the* Iflands of St. Margaret and St. Honor at on the 
Coafts of Provence , which the Cardinal refolv’d to 
recover, and alfo to favour fome Commotions that 
were in the Kingdom of Naples , by equiping a good 
Fleet. The Counts Harcourt was to Command it, 
and the Arch-Bifhop of Bowdeaux to accompany 
him, as was alfo the Bilhop of Nantz. , for Richlieu y 
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who was himfelf a Prieft, made no Scruple of gi¬ 
ving Millitary Employments, both by Sea and Land, 
to Men of that Order. 

Some Inftances ofthefe fighting Bifhops have been 
met with in other Countries befides France, but thefe 
Prelates have been every where fuch as feem’d to 
have been forc’d upon the Church, and to live in it 
as if it was by Conftraint, having the Learning, and 
living after the manner rather of a Camp than ofa 
Cathedral. Men of Senfe laugh’d at the Cardinal’s 
Injudicious Favour to thefe Bifhops, in giving them 
Commands Aboard Men of War, and exclaim’d al¬ 
io againft his putting the Count de Harcourt over 
the Fleet, that Count having never yet ferv’d at Sea. 
This Fleet confifted of about Forty Men of War, and 
was the greateft France ever put to Sea, it pafs’d the 
Streights , and approach’d the Coafts of Naples1 
where, by that time the Fleet arriv’d, all things 
were quiet, and the Count de Harcourt and histwo 
Bifhops had nothing to do but to Sail along a fine 
Country. The next thing that was enjoyn’d them 
was to recover the Iflands of St. Margaret and St. 
Honoratj which was hinder’d by a Divifion between 
the Count de Harcourt and the Marefchal de Fitri y 
Governor of Provence. The latter refented the 
Count’s having a Conimiifion given him, which he 
thought belong’d to him as Governor of a Province, 
Which thofe Two Iflandsmadea part of, befides he 
was not very fond of an Expedition, which was like 
to deprive him of the Profit he made by the Troops 
kept on Foot, to defend the Coafts againft the De- 
fcents of the Spaniards from thofe Ifles. He therefore 
refus’d to obey the Count de Harcourt of the Houfe 
of Lorraine, when the attacking the Two Iflands was 
debated in the Council of War. This he did, not* 
withftanding the King had fent him pofitive Orders 
to ferve under the Count, the Marefchal was more 
pafljvely obedient when he was to cut the Throat of 
the Marefchal de Ancre • He now refufes to obey 
the Kings Command. Shou’d a Governor ofa Pro¬ 
vince dare to do fo in the Reign of the Son of Lewis 
the Juft , what wou’d become cf him ? Fieri left his 
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Soldiers with Harcourt^ but wou’d not accompany 
him in his Expedition. A Month was fpent by the 
Count and his Two Prelates in ufelefs Confultations, 
after which Provifions fell fhort, and the Fault was 
laid to the Door of the Bifhop of Nantes , whofe 
Charge it was in Particular to provide all Neceffa- 
ries. People made themfelves merry with the Neg¬ 
ligence of this Epifcopal Com miffary, Why Jhou'd he 
be blam'd , faid they, Is a Biflwp oblig’d to know any 
thing befides his Profejfion ? He of AWe/-was,it feems, 
very Ignorant; the Arch-Bifhop of Bourdeaux who 
had built an imaginary Fortune on the Succefs of this 
Fleet, was enrag'd to find they were all difappoint- 
ed*, he cry’d out againft the want of Provifions 
and Money, and the Mifunderflandings between 
Vitri and Harcourt . 

The Prelate reproach’d the Marefchal in a Coun- 
cil, at which the Firft Prefident of the Parliament 
of Provence affifted on this Account. Vitri Can’d 
the Arch-Bifhop, giving him Twenty Blows, but 
he being out of his Diocefs, he cou’d not fulmi¬ 
nate as he had done againft the Duke d'Epernon. 
The Bifhop’s Difgrace brought that Story into Re¬ 
membrance, and every Body laugh d at him for 
a (Turning a Station he was fo unequal to. Cha - 
vigni wrote to the Cardinal de la Valette 9 that the 
Marefchal de Vitri had reveng’d the Duke d' Eper - 
non. I believe , fays he, Monfieur de Bourdeaux en 
deavours to be Can'd wherever he comes , that he 
may fill the whole Kingdom with excommunicated Peo¬ 
ple. While the General Officers were Quarreling 
thus a Shoar, the Spanifl; Galleys landed Three 
Thoufand Men in the Two I (lands, and the french 
Fleet fail’d fairly back again, having only fhewu 
its felf in the Mediterranean. The Two Birhops 
that were aboard it, being fufficiently rally'd, as 
was the Cardinal de Richlieu , for employing them 
in a Bufinefs they were fo unfit for. This dil- 
honourable Expedition, and the Prince of Conde y s 
raffing the Siege of Dole , in the French County, 
very much affiifted Lewis , who if he had been his 
own Matter, wou’d certainly have Jhewn his Re- 
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fentment in another manner to the Cardinal, for 
putting both of thofe Enterprizes into fuch Hands. 
The Siege of Dole being left to Conde, and a Cou- 
fin of Richlieu’s , Monfieur de Meilleraie ; the for¬ 
mer being a Man who lov’d Money better than 
Glory, the latter a rafh fiery Bravo. The Ger¬ 
mans having found means after a five or fix Months 
Siege, to advance with a good Army to the relief 
of the Place, Richlieu was terribly embarrafs’d 
how to bring the Prince and his Coufin off with 
Honour, after he had promis'd the King from time 
to time that the Town fhou’d be in their Hands 
in a few Days. The Prince of Gor.de hearing of the 
Approach of the Germans , fummon’d the Place a- 
gain to Surrender, but they difpis’d his Impotence 
and Prefumption, fending him a Summons in form 
to raife the Siege. A Trumpeter came to him from 
the Town to declare, that if he wou’d retire, they 
wou’d give him Six Days Time, But if bi; High - 
nefs rejetted that Offer, it wou’d be the worfe for 
him. Conde reply’d in a Fury, Tell the Inhabitants 
of Dole, I will not accept of their Surrendring by 
Compofiiton, unlefs they beg it of me with Hal¬ 
ters about their Necks. The Befieg’d infulted him 
yet further, they caus’d Letters to be thrown into 
the Camp of the Befiegers, threatning to keep 
him as long before the Town as he lay in his Mo¬ 
ther’s Belly, which was Paid to be a Eleven Months. 
At laft Lewis Pent pofitive Orders to the Prince to 
raife the Siege, if a certain Mine on which 'twas 
given out the Succefs of it depended, did not take 
Effett. The Mine was fprung to no purpofe, and 
his Highnefs, the Prince of Conde and Richlieu’ s Cou- 
fion Meilleraie , march’d off with the remains of 
a fine Army, their Rear expos’d to the Attack of 
the Germans , who were not very forward to fol¬ 
low them, the Town being reduc’d to the laft Ex¬ 
tremity. Thefe Difgraces were follow’d by the lol? 
of Capel/e , and the ra vageing the Provinces of Picardy , 
Champagne , and even the lfle of France by the Ger¬ 
mans and Spaniards j Catelet follow’d the Fate of 
Capsllt . The Parifians vie re in a dreadful Fright. 

E e Everyj 
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Every one cry’d out againft the Cardinal foren* 
tringfo rafhily into the War, and leaving the Fron¬ 
tiers fo weak and expos’d. Richlieu^ to throw as much 
of the Odium as he cou’d off himfelf, caus’d the 
Marquis du Bee, Governor of Capelle , and the Baron 
de S’Leger, Governor of Cata'et , to be profecuted 
for delivering up thofe Places.^ The Two Gover¬ 
nors having notice of the Orders he had given, 
made their Efcape, for tho’ they really cou’d not 
have defended the Towns longer than they did, they 
knew the Cardinal wou’d have made no Scruple 
of taking off their Heads right or wrong, to fave 
his own Reputation. The Truth is, the Soldiers 
of thofe Two Garrifons had been heard to fay, 
they wou’d not venture their Lives in a Quarrel 
in which the King was not concern’d, but only 
the Prime Minifter’s Authority was in Queftion. 
The Germans and Spaniards part the Somme , took 
Role and Corbie , the latter ill defended by Soyecourt , 
Brother-in-Law r to the Count d ’ Avaux , a Confident 
of Rich Ileus and Father Jofeph's, Such Minifters as 
Richlieu will never con fid er a Man’s Ability, Cou¬ 
rage and Merit in advancing him to a Civil or 
Military Poft, but his Difpofitior. to be a Tool to 
facrifife Honour and Confcience to their Intereft, 
and whenever a Country is attack’d that has their 
Tools for its Defenders, it may expert the fame 
Defence as France had now her fcnemies are within a 
few Leagues of her Capital. The Parifians began to 
fhut up their Shops, and it was (aid of Richlieu , 
if he had not thrown down the Walls of Paris to 
make Gardens and build Monafteries, they had not 
needed to have been in fuch fear of a Siege } but the 
ill Conduft of the Germans fav’d them from the 
Ruin which the Cardinal’s raihnefs had brought them 
fo near to. 

This great Politician, whofe Chararter cannot be 
touch’d but to his Advantage, if an Hiflorian wou’d 
be read, was however, fo abandon’d to his Paffion, 
that he did not give himfelf Time to think what 
was to be done, befides breaking with the Houfe of 
Auffria, before he broke with them. He artfully 
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drew feveral Princes into a Confederacy with 
Frame agairift them, but had not made due Pre¬ 
parations to fupport it. He was himfelf in fuch a 
Confirmation after the lofs of Corbie , that at firft 
he was for removing with the Court to Orleans 
or fc, but the Fright being a little over, he de- 
fcended from his haughty obftinate Manner, to an 
obliging complying one. He promis’d that the Peo¬ 
ple fhou’d be eas’d in their Taxes, they were ex¬ 
horted to take Arms, the King was advis d to give 
the Command of the Armies to the Duke ofOr- 
leans , and the Princes of the Blood. Several great 
Lords who had been forbidden the Court, as the 
Duke d ’ Angouleme , the Count de la Rochfaucault , 
and the Marquis de F^alencai^ were recall’d. The 
Minifter did that out of Fear, which he ought to 
have done out of Jufiice. The Terror People were 
in, was fuch, that they readily offer'd their Money 
and their Perfons to defend their Country. 

The Parliament of Paris offer’d to raife 

and to maintain.,--- — - 2600 Foot*' 

The Chamber of Accounts. -- 70° 

The Court of Aids. --- 400 

The King’s Secretaries, - -» — 49® 

The Chancellor, the Two Superintendants 

of the Finances and their Clerks. 500 Hor(e. j 

The City of Paris. ...- ■■ - 6500 Foot. 

The Neighb’ring Towns. - 4*oo 

The Towns between Paris and 

Blois. --- --- «- - -- 10500 

The Cclefiines and Chartreux . - - 400 

The Univerfity of Paris. - 400 

The next Day after the Parliament had made this 
Offer, they met to confider how to raife the Mo¬ 
ney. and propos’d to depute T welve Councilors to 
the Hotel de Filie, to take care for the Guard of the 
City, and to have an Eye on. the due Application 
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of the Money granted to be rais'd for this Service. 
The Prefident Le Jay oppos’d this, for what figni- 
fies the giving Money for the Ptiblick Service, if the 
Minifters have not the foie Difpofition of it. The 
Richlieus of all Times do not care whether there be 
Money given or not, unlefs it paffes thro’ their 
Hands or the Hands of their Creatures. Le Jay 
faid the Affembly were not met to that Purpofe, 
but the Prefident de Mefmes made a long Speech 
to fhew the neceffity of their delibeiatmg upon 
it, and in the Speech he mention’d the mono¬ 
polizing of Places by Richlieu and his Relations, a 
Grievance fo very common, that I have often 
wonder’d cunning Minifters will not rather make 
life of other Mens Names to enrich their Fa¬ 
milies than fill the Court Lifts with thofe of their 
own. He alfo complain’d that no Care was taken 
in the Management of the Finances, and that 
immenfe Sums of Money and a prodigious quan¬ 
tity of Ammunition and Artillery had been fent to 
Havre de Grace where the Cardinal was Mafter. 
Mefmes reproach’d Le Jay with facrififmg the 
Publick Welfare to his Private Intereft. To give 
a Check to this Impertinent Zeal for the good 
of their Country, the King fent for the Prefi- 
dents au Mor tier a Prefident and Dean of each 
Chamber of Inqueftsto the Lovure , and bad them 
Meddle with their own Bufinef ?, adding, I know 
how to govern my Kingdom , If you have any s Ad - 
'vice to give me I will readily hear you ; you in ay 
alfo addrefs your felf to Monfie ur the Cardinal , 
he will receive you very welf but I forbid you 
to talk tn a Tumultuous Seditious manner of State 
Affairs m your Affembly , if any thing has been 
fent to Havre de Grace it was by my Order, Then 
Richlieu took up the Difcourfe, laying, If the King 
Lad not fufficiertly juftify’d him, he wou’d give 
fo good an Account of his A&ions that no reafo- 
riable Man fhou’d have a Word to objeit to 
them. The Magiftrates being in great Appre- 
henfions of Confinement, as had been lately' the 
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Cuftom on fuch Occafions, made a moft Sub* 
mifilve Antwer, and withdrew trembling, the 
Prefident de Mefmes cringing and trembling as 
well as the reft. 

In Times of Peril, few People fuffer for fpeaking 
againft thofe that have brought them into it, the 
Lofers have always leave to fpeak, and wefeldom 
meet with Threats againft the Seditious, a Term 
that in fome Countries is to be underftood of thofe 
that Ipeak Truth out of Seafon. Accordingly the 
Tongues of the French were loud and bold enough 
againft the Prime Minifter. The Invaders were 
carrying Fire and Sword thro’ feveral of their 
beft Provinces, and ’tis a wonder they were fatis- 
fy'd with ufing their Tongues only- The Cardinal 
not daring to throw the Seditious into Dungeons, 
as he was wont to do, got his Mercenaries to 
write Fanegyricks for him, as faft as his Oppo¬ 
nents publilh’d Libells, as they were call’d, and as 
all Hiftories will ever be call'd that are not to 
the Gout of the Minifter, Thefe Mercenaries who 
thought the more Flaming their Tncenfe was, and 
the ftronger it fmelt, the richer it wou’d bethought 
and the Price be the greater, always over did it, and 
never more than now that their Patron was fur- 
rounded by an Army of Enemies, not French Men, 
but Foreigners, triumphing over the Arms of France . 
A Doftor of the Sorbonne, in one of hisNaufeous En¬ 
comiums,call’d Richlleu a Divinity to whom they ought 
to Sacrifice. Another mere wicked faid, he fhou ? d 
not be call’d Richlleu but Rich Dicu , becaufe nothing 
but a God cou’d give the King fuch iVife Counfel. Pope 
Vrban who was as much given to Judicial Aftro- 
logy as any Body in France , not excepting the Car¬ 
dinal himfeif, did not Compliment him lo when he 
lent him Word that a certain Aftrologer, a Famous, 
Artift, had caft his Nativity, and found he had but 
a Year to live, adding that the Peace wou’d be con¬ 
cluded in Three Years. The Defign of the Pontiff 
was to difpofe Richlieu to hearken to the Propofals of 
Peace that had been offer’d. 
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Lewis was for fotne time a little- refer v d to¬ 
wards the Cardinal, who had brought him into 
thefe Dangers and Difficulties, out of hatred to 
the Houfe of Auftria tor prote&ing Mary de 
Medicis , and the Dukes of Orleans and Lorraine. The 
King’s Cariage fo difcourag’d him that he re- 
folv’d to give up bis Employ . but Father Jo- 
Jeph, who in this Emergency, thought his own In- 
tereft concern’d in Richlieu’ s, earneftly prefs’d 
him to continue it, doing hint in this the fame 
good Office the Cardinal de la Palette had be¬ 
fore done him on a like Occafion. The Capu- 
chine knew that if he had abandon’d the Miniftry 
at fuch a Juncture there muft be a thorough 
Change at Court, and that then he wou’d fuller 
for his former Intrigues with him. This uni¬ 
ted them as fall: as ever. Peril generally fixes 
fuch Friendlhips •, tho’ Men may Envy and Hate 
thofe that they had formerly Leagu’d with, to make 
their Fortune, yet Handing on the fame Bottom, 
they will furely Hick clofe together when they are 
in Danger, for the Knot once broke, the whole 
Work will be unraveli’d, the Michief come our, 
and the Doers of it be punilh’d. 

The Confirmation was fo great in Paris , that the 
Cardinal durft not appear there, he was lb funk in 
Body and Mind, that he wou’d have been gone had 
not his Friend Father Jofcph kept him in Heart. His 
Confident went to the Superintendant of the Finan- 
cesto pray him to go about the Streets of Paris , to 
hear the Railings of the Rabble, to Salute every Bo¬ 
dy with an Air of Afiurance, and tell the Pan'fians 
it they will aflift the King with Men and Money, he 
wou’d drive away the Spaniards , enter the Low 
Countries , and put every thing to Fire and Sword. 
All was at Stake, and Bullion, whofe Fortune depend¬ 
ed upon Richlieu’s, got a Horfe-back, rode thro' the 
City with only Two Lackeys by his Side. .The Rab¬ 
ble firftfell a Railing at and Curfing him, and the 
Cardinal bore all patiently. They call’d him Robber 
and Hangman, he bow d, and by his Civilities fo 
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appeas’d them, that at laft they turn’d their Threats 
and Curfes againft the Spaniards arid Germans . The 
Way being thus prepar’d for the Cardinal, he made 
his Appearance the next Day, he rode in his Coach 
without Guards or Halberdiers, he ftopt where the 
Croud was greateft, and his firm Look had fo good 
an Effect, that the Pari/Ians durft not Infult him. His 
Courage, Constancy and Promifes fo pleas d them, 
that thofe who Yefterday* rail’d fo bitterly at his Mi* 
niftry, to Day give him a Thoufand Bleffings, and 
put up Prayers for his Profperity. 

Never had the Affairs of France been fo embarrafs’d 
fince the Battle of St. Quintin , as they were this Year. 
t 6 S 6. The Minifter whofe Politicks are fo cry’d up 
by his Mercenaries, and the Slaves that admire them * 
this very Minifter, I fay, has brought France into 
the mod miferable Condition it was in fince Charles 
the Fifth's Time. The Spaniards are ravaging the 
Country on one Side to the Gates of Paris, on the 
other the Germans do the fame in Burgundy , and 
the Spanljf) Fleet infuits theCoafts of Guyenne. When 
Count Galas , who commanded the Imperial Army 
under the King of Hungary , enter’d Burgundy , he 
publifh d a Manifefto complaining, “ That Lewis 
c ‘ had endeavour’d to kindle a Civil War in the Em- 
“ pire, That he had continually affifted the late 

King of Sweden, That fince the Death of Guftavus 
cc Adolphus , he had bought of the Swedes feverai 
u Places belonging to the Emperor, That contrary 
“ to all Juftice he had taken away the Duke of Lor- 
u mine's Territories, That he hadfacrifisd the In- 
u tereft of his Religion, and the Welfare of his Sub* 
tc jeds to his unjuft Projeds, That fo many Ads of 
u Violence and Injuftice, had oblig’d the Emperor 
u and the King of Hungary his Son, to take up Arms 
<c to put a flop to the Courfe of the Violent Coun- 
tC fells given to Lewis\ that they both hop’d all good 
cc French Men wou’d approve of tlreir Refolution, 
u and be fo far from fupporting a Bloody Minifter, 
(C Author of the War, that they would affift their 
u Imperial and Hungarian Majefties in their laudable 
“ Defign, to eftablifh a Solid and Lifting Peace thro* 
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\ L all Europe . That to give a certain Proof of the 
/ Sincerity* of their Intentions, the Emperor and 
i his Son took into their Protection all thole French 
/ Men that made no Refiftance, and declar’d that 
4 thoje only fhou’d feel the Effefts of their Majefties 
c Indignation and Wrath, who obftinately perfiiled 
/ in fupporting Lewis's Minifter,by whofeill Coun- 
c fells this Unjaft and Bloody War was kindled in 
cc ChrifiendomS ’ If the Spaniards had known how 
to improve the Opportuniny put into their hands, 
by Richheu's Rafhnefs and his Ignorance in Military 
Affairs, France had not made fo formidable a Figure 
in the Reign of the Son of Lewis the Jufi . 

The Duke of Orleans being at the Head of one Ar¬ 
my, and the Count de SoiJ]ons of another, the Two 
Princes enter’d into a Correfpondence to take hold 
of the Occasion, and deftroy their common Enemy, 
RicHieu. T he Duke de la l r allsttc , Governor of Per- 
renne, promis’d to deliver that Place to them, the 
Dukes de Bouillon and de Retz. were in the Secret, 
Montrefor , the Duke of Orleans's Confident, had a 
Coufin German , Monfieur St* Ibal, who was as much 
in the Confidence of the Count de Soijfon^ and thefe 
Two Princes meeting at Peronne , by means of their 
Two Confidents, enter’d into Conferences to effeCt 
the Ruin of Richheu : Some of their Friends were for 
caufing it to be reprefented to the King, that the 
Wfar was only on Account of the Cardinal’s Ambition, 
that twas very dangerous, the Couutry being ex¬ 
pos’d to the fnvafion of Foreigners, and the Nobili¬ 
ty fo diicontented,that civil Commotions were every 
Day breaking out in many Parts of the Kingdom. 
Others were for the fherter way, and that was to 
fecure Richheu s Perfon, which wou’d prelently re* 
ftore Peace bath at Home and Abroad. 

_ While this Intrigue was on Foot between the Two 
Princes, tne Cardinal’s Enemies, himfelf had another 
to remove the Duke de St. Simon, the King’s Favou¬ 
rite *, that Duke, difgufied that he cou’d not fave his 
Uncle St. Legtrj Governor of Catalet , from being 
condemn’d to be? torn in Pieces by Four Horfes, ha3 
rarry’d himfelf a little Sullenly to the Cardinal, who 
. , re* 
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refolv’d to let no Opportunity Slip to get him out ot 
the way. Thefirft that offer’d did the Btffinefs, it 
being known that St. Simon had fent a Courier to 
to his Uncle to advife him of what was atting 
againft him, and that he might make his Efcape, 
the Cardinal reprefented this as an unpardonable 
Crime, for tho’ St. Leger was not provided for a 
Siege, and Richlieu knew it his own Fault in not ta¬ 
king Care to have him well fupply’d,vet for his own 
Reputation fake he wou’d have had that Gentleman 
to have been fo barbaroufly Murder’d,and by Form of 
Law too, had not his Nephew done what he did to 
fave him. The Duke de St. Simon was however 
order’d to his Government of Blaie, under Pretence 
that the Spaniards threaten’d it } a little while af¬ 
ter he had new Orders fent him not to ftir 
thence, and Chavigni, Secretary of State, was in 
Hopes of fucceeding Sr. Simon in his Majefty’s good 
Graces, but the Cardinal took care to prevent his 
infmuating himfelf farther into them than he thought 
fit. Cbavigni, wrote a Letter to the Cardinal de la 
Vallete on this Subjeft, which ended thus: 


T Accompany d the King to Chantilli. My f ord, 
the Cardinal , order d me not to leave his Afajc- 
fty, the good Humour he is now in , fbews that 
Monfieur de St. Simon had not done well ,. he is 
con fin d to his Government ^ when I tell you the 
Particulars of all this , you will be JurpriCd , the 
King has not caft his Eye upon any one *, in all 
likelihood , he will not have another Favourite ; he 
Skill Loves Adadamoifelle de la Faiette, who does 
neither Good nor Harm \ Nevertheless he talks 
frequently to Madamoifelle de Hautefort. 


Nothing cou’d have fav'd France from the re¬ 
ferable Condition to which] fhe was lately redue d 
by the Arms of Queen Anne^ our moft Gracious So¬ 
vereign,. ev’n in the War we are now treating of 
had {he King of Spain % Counfellors afted with that 
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Vigor and Conftancy which Richlieu fhew’d on this 
Occafiog, to recover the Ground loft by the ill ftep 
he had taken in entring fo rafhly into the War, 
or had the Germans for once (hewn their Heads 
were as fit for Council, as their Hands for afting. 
But the fl'ownefs and irrefolution of the Confederates 
gave the Cardinal time to get a Powerful Army 
together, at the Head of which Lewis march’d a* 
gainftthe Enemy in Perfon. However, all his Pru¬ 
dence wou’d not have prevented the Spaniards entring 
into the Heart of France , had not the Prince of 
Orange prefs’d them hard in the Netherlands ,and the 
Catalans and Portuguefe made a Diverfion on their 
fide. Fortune has been the Safety of France more 
than once within this Century, fometimes by Lucky 
Turns in War, fometimes by Turns as lucky in 
Peace. And now all the Clouds that hung over her 
difpers’d on a fudden as faft as they gather’d, ow¬ 
ing more to the ill Condutt of her Enemies, than 
either her own Politicks or Power. 

The Cardinals Body was as much out of Order 
as his Mind, yet amidft the troublefome Pains of 
his ulcerated He??jorrhoids he follow’d the King, 
accompany’d by his Capuchine. In a l etter he wrote 
the Cardinal^ la Palette of the 23d of Auguft 163^, 
he gives us a lively Idea of the State of Affairs in 
the French Court at that time. Ton will fee the 
War does not go very well with us 9 fwce as >tll as I 
am , I am forc'd to go my felf ; the Cowardice of 
*Three Rafcals who rsoud not defend themfelves in 
Three Places , with which they were trufted, has put 
our Affairs into a bad Condition . Next Month we 
fall have an Army of 20000 Fforfe, and 25000 Foot, 
we fall then march directly againfi the Enemy. The 
Cardinal wou’d very feign have Commanded this 
Army, the Count de Soijfovs to have commanded 
under him. He caus’d the Propofal to be made to 
the Count, who rejetted it with Scorn. / had ra¬ 
ther, faid he, the Cardinal foud be my Enemy , than 
1 be his Slave . To mortify him Richlieu got the 
f)uke of Orleans to be declar’d Lieutenant General, 
tho’ Gaficn was ter have had no Command at ail, 
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had the Cardinal’s Propofal to Soiffom been accepted. 
The Cardinal knew very well he fhou’d have the 
foie Command in effect as long as the King was 
Prefen t, and therefore he did not care who had 
the Title. He had confulted his Aftrologerson the 
Succefs of the War, Wicked Minifters are always 
Superfluous, and none was ever more fo than this 
Prieft. Being promis’d that his old good Luck 
fhou’d attend him, he was for marching immediately 
to the Enemy, the Marefchal dela Force objetted, 
that it were better to flay a little, the Troops be¬ 
ing new Levies. The Cardinal reply’d with an Air 
of Difdain, This Phlegm is neither feafonable , nor to 
my Gout. We mud march immediately and oblige the 
Enemy , now very much weaken to retire • Propo- 
fals of Peace being made at the fame time on the 
part of Mary de Me die is ^ We will Lear them , fays 
he infulting her, when the-Queen Mother is return’d 
to France. Richlieu did not only confult Aflrologers 
about the'Succefs of the War, he entertain’d a Fellow 
call'd Borfmeille , who pretended to have found out 
the Philofophers Stone, ard promis’d to furnifh 
200000 Crowns a Week to ca; ry it one. Grotius in 
one of his Letters, (peaks of this Impoftor, who was 
a little while after thrown into Prifon, and the 
Court did what they cou’d to ftifle a Bufinefs that 
had made them fo Ridiculous, and fhew’d fo much 
their Neceflities. — 

By the Junftion of the Nobles and Gentlemen of 
the Frontier Provinces Lewis’ s Army was encreas’d 
to 50000 Men, and the Spaniards having ftrengthen’d 
the Garrifons of the Towns they had taken, re¬ 
pav'd the Somme . J Tis faid the Duke of Orleans 
and the Count de Soiflons , who commanded under 
him, might Rave cut off their Rear, hut tbofe two 
Princes did not think fit to put too much Power 
into the Hands of the Cardinal, by the Defeat of 
his Enemies. Richlieu faw, or fufpeCteci, their 
Negligence, and did not fail to reprefent it in the 
worft Colours to the King, that his Majefty might 
give him the Sole Command as well in Title as in 
Subftance. For that Report feem’d to juftifv his be- 
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ing prefer’d to the Prefumptive Heir to the Crown, 
and the Second Prince of the Blood. One may 
percieve what were his Sentiments by this PafTage, 
in a Letter of his to one of his Friends. The Enemy 
retir'd too foon out of Picardy, where thofe that had 
the Charge of purfuing them march’d too /lowly* Mul¬ 
titude of Generals never forward Affairs. 

In the mean time the Confpiracy againft him 
continu’d, and Montrefor deSt. Jbal endeavour’d to 
pufh the Duke of Orleans and the Count de Soiffons to 
Extremities.Thev hinted the taking him off now they 
had him in the Army,and anOpportunity offer’d which 
was a ftrong Temptation , but theTwoPrinces wou’d 
not hear of getting rid of him by Aflafiination. 
When the Cardinal came firft. to the Army, ’twas 
drawn up in Order of Battle to do him Honour. 
His Troop of Gensd' Armet wou’d take the Right 
of the Count de Soiffons" s, the Difpute went fo far, 
that they laid their Hands on their Piftc^s on both 
fides. St. Ibal told the Count, that now was the 
Time for him to deliver himfelf of a dangerous Ene¬ 
my. He might have done it without running any 
Risk, the Count was as much belov’d as the Cardinal 
was hated by the Soldiery, however he wou’d not 
hear of having him kill’d. Don't name it to me, 
fays he to his Confident, it fall never be faid that 
J gave my Confent to the Murder of a Trie ft. The 
Cardinal order’d his Troops to give Place to the 
Count de Soifons’s. When the King heard of this 
Difpute, he faid, It might have cofl him dear, 
what Bufnefs had he there t His Troop ought not to 
tale Place of Alonfieur the Count's, whofe Pofl is next 
to my Brother's. The next Day his Majefty din’d 
with the Count, and was in a mighty good Hu¬ 
mour with him, which made People think, that if 
any fuch Accident had at that Time happen’d to 
the Cardinal, he wou’d not have been very forry 
for it. This Occafion of ridding them (elves of him 
being loff, another happen’d foon after. There was 
a ^Extraordinary' Council held at Amiens, Five 
Hundred Gentlemen and Officers of the Army at¬ 
tended, the Duke of Orleans and the Count de 

Soiffons 
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Soijfons , belides their Ordinry. Guards. The Two 
Princes might have done what they wou’d, the 
King going as foon as the Council was broken up 
to his Quarters without the City, and the Duke 
and the Count were alone with the Cardinal. 
Montrefor took an Opportunity to demand of Ga¬ 
llon whether they kept in the fame mind flill, the 
Duke of Orleans faid, Yes , but when he came to the 
Point, neither of the Princes wou’d confent that 
he fhou’d be kill’d. They were for doing their ut- 
moft to remove him, but wou’d not have him mur¬ 
der’d. Gaflon , however, declar’d that he wou’d do 
any thing elfe to have the Miniftry put into other 
Hands ^in order to which, hedifpatch’d Montrefor to 
Guyenne , to engage the Duke d’ Epernon , and his Son 
the Duke de la Palette to joyn with them. Gaflon 
left the Army after Corbie was re-taken, and retir’d to 
Blois , to have more leifure to think of forming a Par¬ 
ty againft the Cardinal, and to take from him the 
many Opportunities he had, while he and the Count 
de Soijfons were together, to lieze both their Perfons. 

The King and Court returning to Paris , when 
the Campaign was over, Gafton came thither alfo, 
but did not Hay long there. He and the Count 
de Soijfons left the Court the fame Night without 
taking their leave of the King. The Duke of Or¬ 
leans having concerted Meafures with the Count 
for carrying on their Defigns, went to Blois , and 
the Count to Rheim from whence he remov’d to 
Sedan \ both of them excus’d their withdrawing 
by Letters to the King, in which all their Com¬ 
plaints center’d in their Grievances under Rid 7- 
Heus Miniftry, and the danger that threaten'd 
their Liberty. Montrefor was fent to engage the 
Duke d * Epernon, on whofe Aftiftance theTwo Princes 
depended, encourag’d by the Promifes of the Duke 
de la f^alette^ but tho’ d Epernon hated the Cardi¬ 
nal, yet either he was too Old or too Prudent to 
embark in a Bufinefs that was fo hazardous, and 
had hitherto fail’d of Succefs whoever attempted 
it. The Duk ede la V'alette prefs’d his Father, but 
he was inflexible, and all he wou'd do for Montrefor 

was 
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was to Promife not to difcover that he had beea 
fent to him, or on what Errand. 

However, the Cardinal who had his EmifTaries 
every where, came to the Knowlegde of it, and of 
the Advice the Duke had given the Two Princes 
not to embroil the Kingdom in a Civil-War. To 
continue him in that Loyal Difpofition, the Chan¬ 
cellor Seguier was order'd to write him a Letter, 
to let him know how well the King was fatisfy'd 
with his Conduft. The Duke turn'd off the Com¬ 
pliment, that he might not break his Word given 
Gajlon to keep what had been done on this Oc- 
calion a Secret. But all this Buftle ended as o- 
ther fuch Quarrels had ufually done. The Car 
dinal thought it his fureft way to divide the Two 
Princes. He Let upon the Duke of Orleans firlf, 
and one of the Perfons that was fent to bring him 
to an Accommodation was the Count de Guiche , 
afterwards Marefchal de Grammont , who at a 
Supper with the Duke of Orleans at Blois , drank 
fo freely, that he grew Drunk, and in his Cups 
addrefs cl himfelf thus to Monfieur , I have been of¬ 
fer'd , Sir, to be inade firfl Gentleman of your Bed- 
Chamber , but I excus'd my felf, God forbid Ifiou'd 
ever aSi the Part of a Traylor as feveral of your 
Domefticks have done. Then he nam'd fome of them, 
I am a Man of Quality , continues he, and will 
do nothing but what's Honourable *, I am one of 
the Cardinal's Servants , and am ready to ferve 
him againfl you , and all the Royal Family . I do not 
wonder that Minifters who ufurpmore Power than 
belongs either to them or their Mafters, fhou'd 
find fuch Zealous Servants •, where the Power is, the 
Pofts will be, and Courtiers feldom confider any 
thing elfe in their Politicks. Tho* one wou’d 
think the Cardinal fhou’d have check'd Guiche for 
this Impudent Declaration yet he was the better 
receiv’d by him for it, and found his Account in 
infulting the Preemptive Heir of the Crown to 
his Face, and at his own Table. 

The Cardinal after he had with Succefs began a 
Negotiation with Gaflon , fent Monfieur Liancourt 

to 
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to the Count de Soiffons to do the lame with him, 
for the Count talk’d of entring into Alliances 
with Foreigners, and Richlieu dreaded more than 
ever to fee the Germans and Spaniards in France 
again, whence they had been driven as much by the 
Winter as by their Enemies. The Counts Soiffons 
did not hearken to a Treaty fo readily as the Duke 
of' Orleans, who, to colour the matter, talk’d of 
his Interefts a little in the Negotiation, but did not 
adhere to them, abandoning them as foon as ever 
his own cou’d be advanc’d by it, as he had done 
the Interefts of all that had engag'd with him. 
Soiffons infilled to Liancourt that the Treaty fhou’d 
be carry’d on joyntly, and St. Ibal, his Confident’ 
demanded in his Mailer’s Name, a Place of Safety, 
telling him the Count had very Advantageous Of. 
fers from Prince Thomas of Savoy ; that John de 
Wert and Picolomini , the Imperial Generals had Or¬ 
ders to fupply him with what Troops he wanted, 
and that there was Money in Bank at Luxemburgh 
to ferve upon Occafion. 

We fee how the Princes and great Lords of 
France will talk in the Reign of Minors, and Kings, 
whole Minority never end when ’tis in the Un- 
derftanding and not in their Age. The Count de 
Soiffons muft have a Town, or France fhall be in-j 
vaded by a German Army paid out of Money front 
the Low-Countries. Things of this Nature are not 
impoffible to happen again, but when it will be, 

I am not Prophet nor Politician enough to deter¬ 
mine. 

Richlieu , impatient to put an end to an Accom¬ 
modation with the Duke of Orleans , whole junction 
with Soiffons he was afraid of, not fo much out of 
Apprehenfion of his own Power, as of the Aug¬ 
mentation it wou’d be to the Count’s, a Prince of 
more Courage and Conftancy, he therefore ad- 
vis d the King to draw towards Blois -with a Body 
of Troops to baften the Negotiation, but he facili¬ 
tated it more by prefwading the King to C°nlent 
to the Duke of Orleans's Match, a Condition, with¬ 
out which, Gafton was refolv’d to put all to the Ven- 
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tare. Was not this a Glorious Triumph of the 
Duke of Orleans > that after all the Oppofition he 
had met with in that Affair from his Brother and 
his Mini tier, he at lafb obliges them to own that 
Marriage which they had fo folemnly declar’d Null 
by the Voices of a pack’d Affembly of Bifhops, 
and the Parliament of Paris* Richlieu who dreaded 
the Count de Soijfons more than Orleans , got the 
King to write him an obliging Letter on the Ac¬ 
commodation with Gaft on , and himfelf alfo fent him 
another. He had heard of a Treaty concluded be¬ 
tween Mary de Me diets and the County for tho 
the Queen Mother had no Money nor Men of her 
own, (he cou’d get what was wanted of the Car¬ 
dinal Infant, Governor of the Netherlands , and the 
Spaniards , if there was an Encouragement from 
France. But Soijfons not being willing to depend 
on that Afliflance, broke his word with her and 
them, and made up his Matters with the Court, 
on Condition he fhou’d have leave to ftay at Sedan, 
or any other Town of his Governments of Cham¬ 
pagne and Dauphine , that the King fhou’d pay the 
Garrifon of Sedan , and Pardon the Houfe of Bou¬ 
illon for giving Entertainment to Soijfons , that he 
fhou’d pay the Duke de Bouillon the Arrearages of 
his Penfions and Alignments, that the Count be 
reflor’d to the peaceable Enjoyment of all his 
Offices, Benefices and other Revenues, that all his 
Followers fhou’d be pardon’d, &c . Thus did Ga- 
fton and the Count make their Advantage of their 
Difpute with the Minifter, who had fo much Dan¬ 
ger threatning him from Abroad, that he cou’dnot 
do what he wou’d with his Enemies at Home, efpe- 
cially fuch Enemies as the King’s Brother, and the 
Second Prince of the Blood. His own Inclination, 
and the Authority given him by the weaknefs of 
Lewis the Juft , wou’d have concluded thefe Diffe¬ 
rences in another Manner, had not the Count de 
Olivarez, at Madrid cut him out other work. 1 he 
War abroad coft immenfe Sums, and France had 
not yet learn’d the Doftrine fince preach’d and pra¬ 
ctis'd there, that All Money is the King's. The 
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Parliament of Roan refus’d to verify any of the 
Pecuniary Edifts. But Richlieu took the fhorteft 
way with them, he fent the Chancellor Seguierto 
execute that Commiffion, not attended by Lawyers 
and learned Men to prove the Law, and the Reafon 
of the Thing, but by the French and Swifs Guards, 
feveral Regiments of Foot, and 1200 Horfe who 
quarter’d at Roan all the while Seguier was there ma¬ 
naging the Affair of Verification. Thefe powerful 
Arguments have fince convinc’d the French Nation 
of their Duty ini fubmitting to Will and Plea - 
fure , and patiently paying whatever is enjoyn’d 
them. The Count de Soifions expefted great Mat¬ 
ters from this Norman Bulinefs, in which he found 
himfelf difappointed, as in the Dependance he made 
on the Promifes of the Duke de la Falette. Upon 
which, fays my Author,//* refolv'd to remain for fome 
Time quiet at Sedan in Expectation that the Frerich 
growing weary of enduring the Tyranny of Richlieu* 
j voitd at latl open their Eyes , and embrace Prin¬ 
ciples worthy a brave Nation and a Free one , accord¬ 
ing to the fir ft Conjlitution of its Government. 

This is what a Frenchman tells us, and by this 
we fee that’tis not the Law, but the Sword, that 
makes ’em what they are now, the moft miferable 
Slaves in Europe *, fuch Slaves that they feem to 
have forgot they had ever been Free, and fo us’d 
to it, that' ’tis become as natural to them as their- 
Vanity and Impertinences. This mufl not be in¬ 
tended of the Wife and Great Men of that Nation 
as produilive of both as any in Chrifiendom , but 
of the many of the Multitude who have fo long been 
the In(lruments,not only of their own Slavery, but 
of that almofl of all the other Chriftian Nations, 
which had the Vniverfal Monarchy obtain’d, wou’d 
have had no more KappineQ in this World than 
Turks and Pagans. 

In the Year 1^37, the Arms of France were a 
little more fuccefsful than they had been t^e Year 
before, only in the Vilteline the French Army was 
forc’d in a manner to deliver themfelves up Prifoners 
of War, being oblig’d to March off by what Routes f 
in what Proportion of Numbers, and with what 
F t Arms 
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Arms their Enemies wou’d let them. The French 
Strength was at the height this Year, during this 
Miniftry, they had 80000 Foot and.20009 Horleof 
their own Troops in Pay, befides the Troops of their 
Confederates*, they paid 1000000 Livres yearly to 
the Crown of Sweden , 1200000 to the States Gene¬ 
ral of the United Provinces, 500000 to the puke of 
Savoy , 500000 to the Landgrave of Hejje Caffel, 
300000 to the Duke de Saxe Weymar , and 1000000 
for the Maintainance of his Troops. They had Two 
Fleets at Sea, and the whole Expence amounted to 
30000000, which was then thought to be an incredi¬ 
ble Sum, but the Frendo have 4 lince expended, for 
the Ambition of their Crown, 150 Millions year¬ 
ly. 

In our Days had a General Officer been fo well 
thraduTas the Arch-Bifhop of Bourdeaux was by 
the Marefchal de Mitri, he wou’d hardly ever have 
been able to have recover’d his Reputation • but that 
good Prelate, fupported by the Cardinal, had the 
lame Command given him this Year as he had the 
lad, and the Two Ides of St • Margaret and St. Horn- 
rat being re-taken from the Spaniards , the Biihop, 
who had been fo well bang'd, was of a fuddemexalted 
into a Heroes thePublick News writers faid of him 
as they did of the Marefchals de Boufflers and Villars 
at the Rout at Tanieres, My Lord Arch Bifijop of 
Bourdeaux hehavd himfelf not like a General of an 
Army but like a Private Centinef he was follow’d by 
all the Nobles who did Wojiders. This Account was 
given by himfelf, and a great deal more of fuch 
Stuff*, with an intent to have it put in the News- 
Papers at Paris , which was done accordingly <ver- 
batinu With much ado, the French Arch-Bifhop 
with about 20000 Men Soldiers and Sea-men, drove 
x 000 Spaniards out of the Bland of St. /Margaret in* 
a Month or two's time, upon which they left the. 
v Ifle of St. Honor at. 

The Normans were not the only People of France 
that murmur’d at the heavy Burthen of Taxes im¬ 
pos'd on them by a Voracious Minifter. Thofe of 
Cayenne again tcok Arms, but the Duke deJa Va- 
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lette, the Marquis de Duras , the Count de Maille 
and other Lords fell upon them and forc’d them to 
fubmit. However, the Court thought fit to eafe 
them a little of their Burthen to prevent another 
Rifing. 

The Spaniards having enter’d Languedoc and laid 
Siege to Leucate , the Duke du Halluin , afterwards 
Marefchal de Schomberg, whofe Son he was, oblig’d 
them to raife the Siege by an AXion which the Car¬ 
dinal and Lewis XIII- himfelf cry’d up as one of the 
greateft Victories of that Age-, the King faid in his 
Order for caufing Te Deum to be fung all over 
France , that his Coufm Halluin had gain'd an entire 
Fill or y and. kill'd ;yoo Men onthifpot. The Duke 
de Halluin himfelf in his Letter to the Parliament 
of Toulofe fays, it was but 2000 Men the King tells 
the World that betook and flung into the Lake de 
Salces 66 Cannon , the Duke lays but 37. Halluin’ s 
Letter is much more Modeft and True, yetasTrue 
and as Modeft as his was,’t was an Exaggeration of the 
the FaX, which was thus, as French Authors them* 
felves report it in ExaX and Impartial Memoirs. 
“ The Duke de Halluin attacking the Spanijh In* 
“ trenchments before Leucate after Suti-fet, the 
“ Spaniards when Night came on cou’d not diftin* 
“ guilh Falfe Attacks from True, and in that Con- 
“ fuiionthe French enter’d their Camp, which they 
“ neverthelefs maintain’d till Morning, when they 
“ made a Brave Retreat, and fo Vigoroufiy re- 
a puls’d thole that purfu’d them that feveral fled 
“ back as far as Narbonne.” I mention this parti¬ 
cular becaufe it fhews us how long the French 
Court have been us’d to impofe upon the World and 
mock God in their Te Deums, an Author of that 
Nation makes thefe Juft RefleXions on this fubjeX. 
The King’s Account of this Battle in his Letter for a 
General Thankfgiving did not agree with the Duke 
de Halluin’;; the fame Error will be often obferv’d in 
latter Tarts of the French Hiftory , by comparing the 
Letters of Lewis XIV. with the exaft Relations of his 
pretended Vtblories , for which he has fo often caus’d 
Te Deums to be Sung, tho’ he has lofimore Men than 
F f 2 his 
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his Enemies . This Succefs made the Duke deHalluin 
a Marefchal of France, as has been hinted, and that 
confirm’d him ftill more in the Interefts of the Car* 
dinal Minifter, who perfwaded hb Matter to throw 
the Marefchal de Vitri into the Baftille, and the 
Count d’ Aletz, the Duke d y Angoulefmes's Son had his 
Government of Provence. None fure cou’d pity the 
Fall of that Cruel Marefchal, who had made his 
Fortune by the Blood of a Minifter lefs Arbitrary 
than his Succeffors, whole Creature Vitri had been, 
and fuch Creatures, however they may for a time 
Flourifh, will always be Examples of the Juftice and 
good Providence of God in giving them the Reward 
of their Evil Doings, in this Life as well as the 
next. 

We have already made mention of Lemfs Friencl- 
Ihip to Madamoifelle de la Faiette, Maid of Honour 
to his Confort Ann of Auftria . Grotius calls this 
Love Platonick, be it what it will, and putting the 
heft Conftrtnftton upon it, ’tis certain Lewis was very 
well inclin'd towards her, and ready enough to fol-, 
low r her Advice. The Cardinal’s Enemies of whom ’tis * 
faid the Queen’s Confort was one, after there re' 
main’d ho Hopes of hurting him by the Differences 
between the Duke of Orleans and the Count de 
Stiffens, and the Court, gain’d over this la Faiette 
and the King’s Confeffor to reprefent to him the 
In juftice andWickednefsof carrying on a Bloody War 
for the Pleafure or Profit of his Minifter. Some are 
of Opinion that Father Jofeph , who was willing 
enough that Richlieu fhou’d be turn’d out, provided 
he might be put in his Place, excited his Kinfwoman, 
la Faiette under -hind, to endeavour to raife Scru¬ 
ples in the King’s Mind about the War, and parti, 
cularly his Alliances with Proteftants. The Cardi¬ 
nal discover’d all that paft between Lewis and la 
Faiette , by means of one BoisLenval whom the King 
had taken out of the Wardrobe to make one of his 
hr ft V'alets de Chambres\ Richlieu fufpefted there 
mtift be fomething extraordinary in giving him aPlace 
fo near the King’s Per (on without his Knowledge, and 
that there were Secrets entrufted with him which it 

was 
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was for his Intereft to know; fo* meeting him one 
Day, lie (aid to him with a four and threatning Look* 
Well Sir, you are Firft Valet de Chambre, andyou 
got the Place without my knowing of it, we ftjall fee 
whether you will keep it long *, Boizenval mot doubt¬ 
ing but the Cardinal wou’d make good his Threats, 
went to him and nioft humbly beg’d his Prote&io^L 
promifing to devote himfelf entirely to his Service. 
Richlieu reply’d, You may expert any Thing of 
me*, if you tell me faithfully every thing that 
paffes between the King and Madamoifelle de la 7 
Faiette, give me the Billets they write to one another 
before you deliver them, I know very well they have 
taken you to make ufe of you in fuch Afejfages. 

This Incident will fhew us with what Honour, 
what Opennefs fuch Minifters as Richlieu behave 
themfelvesin their Miniftry, how free they are from 
corrupting others or being corrupted themfelves. Such 
ACHons as thefe in the Lower World wou’d be 
deem’d and nam’d downright Fraud and Villany, 
but among certain States-men they are dignify’d 
with the Title of Politicks, and thofe only Laught 
at who are deceiv’d by them. 

The Traytor Boiz^enval too punctually obey’d the. 
Cardinal, As hefaidhedkl, nothing by Order of 
Lewis and la Faiette but he acquainted Richlieu with 
it *, he gave him their Billets, by which means the 
Cardinal difcover’d what Defigns were carrying on 
againft him. He took the Alarm, and left no Stone 
unturn’d to get la Faiette remov’d from Court, he 
perfwaded Bolz^enval to report things to the King 
and the Lady, otherwife than they were faid by 
both of them, to create in them a mutual Difguft } 
he open’d their Billets, kept thofe that he did not 
like, and put others very well counterfeited into the 
Place of them j he made the King fay what he 
knew wou’d vex his Friend, and la Faiette what he 
thought wou’d do the fame by the King. Boiz.en- 
val was found out in the firft Converlation Lewis and 
the Lady had on this fubjeCf, the King turn’d the 
Rafcal out of his Poft, and Richlieu was fo far from 
interceeding for him, that he was glad he was ferv’d 
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fohimfelf. This Trick not fucceeding, the Cardi- 
ral threaten’d the Marchionefs deSenecey , Firft Lady 
of Honour to the Queen, and the Bifhopof Limoges , 
la Faiette’s Unkle, to ruin them, unlefs they both 
engag’d her to quit the Que.en’s Service, the Marchi¬ 
onefs and the Bifhop knowing his Revengful Spirit 
and his Power to execute his Threats, fo fet the 
Lady againft the King by Falfe Reports and Counter¬ 
feit Letters,, thatfhe atlaft refolv’d to retire into a 
Convent. Father Jofeph , who was afraid the In¬ 
trigue fhou’d be difcover’d, together with his fhare 
in it, contributed to her Retreat, and fhe left the 
Court with a Conftancy that encreas’d the Efteem 
which every Body had of her Vertue and Merit. 
She told the King fhe was refolv’d to leave the 
World to' devote her felf to the Service of a 
Lord who was greater than all the Monarchs 
upon Earth, and conjur cl his Majefty with Tears in 
her Eyes to give Peace to his People. Lewis wept 
as much as fhe, and and after fhe was gone 
went often to the Grate of the Monaftery to 
converfe with her. Sometimes the Gates were o- 
pen’d tohim, and he never came away from her hut 
in a deep Melancholly. The Queen was afraid it 
wou’d have had an ill effect on his Health, and be¬ 
ing very well latisfy’d of la Faierte's Vertue, en¬ 
deavour’d to perfwade her not to take the Veil. All 
her Perfwafions were in vain, the Lady fpentthe reft 
of her Days in the Monaftry, where Lewis having 
been once to vifit her^ ftaid fo late that he cou’d 
not return to the Place from whence he came to her. 
Grosbois^ where he then lodg’d, for the Diverflon of 
Hunting, a ShourofRain drove him to the Lmvre^ 
and that Night he Lay with his Queen, whofoon 
after was found with Child, if you will believe fome 
Hiftorians*, others give another Turn to the Con¬ 
ception of Ann of Aufiria , but I fhall not pretend 
So determine a Matter fo dark as the Birth of Princes. 

Not content with having render’d all the Princes 
of the Blood Royal odious, or fufpe&ed by his Ma¬ 
jefty, with having entirely alienated his Affections 
from his Brother, and kept his Mother in a long Ex¬ 
ile, 
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ile, with having baniflfd his moft dear Friend Ma- 
damoifeile^/^ Faiette , the Cardinal endeavour’d to 
create a Divifion in the King’s Bed, and to alienate, 
his Affettions aifo from his Wife, whom Richlieu 
hated. It now came into his Head to engage the King 
to repudiate the Queen, and take his Niece Cotnbalet 
in her Place. Hereprefehted her as unlawful both 
to his Bed and Crown, Horrid Calumny! That fhe 
correfponded with the Cardinal Infant , which fhe 
did only to incline him to do his good Offices for 
procuring the Peace of Chriftendom . DePorte, who 
had been a Servant to the Dutchefs^O;<?^m*/e, and 
was by her recommended, to the Service of the 
Queen Confort, was employ’d to carry that Prin- 
cefs’s Letters to the Cardinal Infant at Brujfels . She 
us’d to put them into a Box in her Oratory ztVd de 
Grace , where fhe often retir’d for her Devotion j 
one of the Nuns of that Monaftery gave them to 
De Porte , who deliver’d back the Anfwers he 
brought to the fame'Nun and gave them to the 
Queen, who read them in her Oratory and kept 
them there. Richiieu having intimation of this Cor- 
refpondence, refolv’d to break it off, and that in as 
publick a manner as he cou’d. Lewis believ'd every 
thing that was told him of his Wife’s correfponding 
with the Spaniards , and had great expe&ation of 
making further Difcoverfes by the examination of 
de Porte, who was order’d to be apprehended and 
brought before Chavigni, Secretary of Star QyChavigni 
examin’d him in his Bed-Chamber, Richiieu lying on 
the Bed with the Curtains drawn clofe that he might 
hear and not be feen. De Porte miftrufting fome 
fuch Ambufcade, was very careful not to fay any 
thing in the Anfwers to the Queftiohs that were put 
to him, which*might be a Proof againfthim. The 
Cardinal being thus difappointed, got an Order 
for the Chancellor Seguier to goto Val de Grace 
when the Queen wa« there for her Devotions, to ex¬ 
mine her, and carefully Vifit her Appartment, to 
open all Boxes, Trunks, Clofets, &c. and bring 
away all the Papers hecoU'd find there, a Commif 
fion which none but fuch an abandon’d Slave to the 
F f 4 Muiifter’s 
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Minifters Will cou’d have dar’d to accept of; how¬ 
ever he gave her Majefty private Notice of it, the 
Queen immediately fent her Firft Lady of Honour, 
the Marchionefs de Senecey , to Puyfieux 7 late Secre¬ 
tary of State, who liv’d at a Country Seat of his 
near Paris , and beg’d him to advife her what fhe 
ftiou’d do at fo Critical a Jun&ure. Puyfieux cou’d 
not tell what to do, he knew his utter Ruin wou’d 
be inevitable if Richlieu fhou’d come to the Know¬ 
ledge of his affifting the Queen with his Counfels•, 
however, at laft he refolv’d rather to expofe him- 
felf to the Refentment of an Enemy than refufe to 
ferve a Princefs in fo great Diftrefs. His Advice 
was to hear what the Chancellor had to fay to her, to 
fludy her Anfwers well before hand, and to give 
Seguier , who appear’d to be well difpos’d, no Handle 
againft her. Seguier came to Palde Grace , attended 
by the Arch-Biihop of Paris , prefented his Com- 
million to the Queen, and ask’d her the Queftions 
that were prefcrib’d him. He did it alfo in fuch a 
manner as toinfinuate to her Majefty what fhe fhou’d 
fay for her Juftification. I never wrote any thing, 
Paid fhe, prejudicial to the' State , I own J Love ??y 
Brother % but J alfo knew my Duty to the King The 
Queen gave him her Keys, the Boxes were open’d 
and no Papers to be found. She had time to re¬ 
move all that were there, the Chancellor found only 
fome Devotional Memoirs, which he gave the King 
and Cardinal an account of. The Cardinal was fo 
confounded he cou d fcarcetel! how to behave him- 
felf; He turn'd the Matter off as well as he cou’d, 
and appear’d mighty Zealous in promoting a Recon - 
ciliation between the King and Queen, which was 
affefted in a few Days. The Dutchefs de Chevreufe 
who had been confin’d to Tours, was order’d to 
Loches, from whence (he made her Efcape by the 
way of ‘Berry to Spain, fearing the cruel Effefts of 
the Minifters Revengeful Temper. The Prince of 
Afarfillac, Son to the Duke de la Rochefaucault , who 
affifted the Dutchefs in her Efcape, was fent to the 
Saddle* Some time after Richlieu offer’d her a Par¬ 
don fer her pretended Crime, in concealing the 
i t ■ , .. . , Queen’s 
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Queen’s Intelligence with the Spaniards, on Condition 
fhe wou’d confefs, which the Dutchefs refus’d. 

Being thus got rid of a Faiette , the next thing 
the Cardinal had to do was to clear the Court of 
Father Caujfm, the King’s Confejfor , and Father Mo* 
nod Director to the Dutchefs of Savoy:, the latter 
was invited to Paris by Richlieu himfelf, in hopes 
of gaining him over to his Intereft, and by that 
means always have a faft Friend in the Court of 
Savoy. But Monod was fo Faithful to the Dutch¬ 
efs of Savoy , Daughter of Alary de Medicis , that 
he never left perfwading Caujfm till he had en¬ 
gag’d him to promife to do his utmoft to oblige 
his Penitent Lewis XIII. to do his Duty to his 
Mother. Accordingly Caujfm let no Occafion flip 
of urging it with the greateft Vehemency. By 
this means was Lewis's Confcience in Trouble, 
not only on Account of his Mother but the Af- 
fiftance he had given the Swedes and the States 
General, Hereticks agaihft Catholick Princes. Ht 
pufh’d thefe Matters fo home, that the King be- 
gati to fear God wou’d . demand an Account 
of him for all the Injuftice Ridjieu had made 
him commit, infomuch that he promis’d with a 
Sigh, that the Cardinal fhou’d be remov’d as foon 
as they cou’d propofe to him a Perfon as capa¬ 
ble to bear the Burthen of Affairs. Caujfm was 
not prepar’d to make any fuch Propofition, he 
had thoughts of recommending Father Jofepb , but 
that Capucbine was too cunning to embark on his 
Bottom. About this time the Duke of Savoy 
dy d, and an Accident happen’d which might have 
been improv’d to the Cardinal’s Difadvantage, had 
his Enemies known how to make the beft ufe of 
Opportunities. Funeral Obfequies for that Prince 
being to be perform’d in the Church of Notre 
Dame, the Cardinal went thither, accompany’d 
by his Guards, their Captain at the Head of 
them. A Trie Dteu and a Fantevil were pre¬ 
par’d for him, the fame as for the King him- 
felf, the Cardinal plac'd himfelf with his Guards 
furrrounding him. ... - > 

G i • ■> Nothing 
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Nothing was wanting to this Royal Pomp but that 
the Velvet Covering was not adorn’d with Flower 
de Luces. Every Body was fupriz’d at this Pre* 
fumptious Innovation. I is not enough , they cry'd> 
that he has had the Arrogance to tifvrp the Authority 
Royal , in a little time he will not have left the King 
the leaft mark of DiftinElion. Father Cauffin offer’d 
the Duke d ’ Augouleme the Place of firft Minifter, 
and nam’d him to the King as a Perfon whole long 
Experience and Capacity, qualify’d him for the Ad- 
miniftration of Affairs * 3 Lewis was of the fame 
Opinion. The Duke at that time defir’d Cauffin to 
afiift him in procuring an Abbey, which he had beg’d 
of his Majefty. I will do it with all my Hearty re- 
ply’d the Jefuit taking him by the Hand, hut in a 
little while you will have more Jhare than any one in 
the Diftribution of Benefices the King is thinking of 
fomething great for you . Angouleme prefs’d the je¬ 
fuit fo earneftly to know what it. was, that atlaft 
lie confefs’d ’twas to make him Prime Minifter, and 
he beg'd the Duxke not to refufe fo Important an 
Employ. Angouleme was at firfl furpriz’d at the 
Jefuit’s boldnefs, and hefitated in the matter, but 
at laff he gave him his Word, made him a Thou- 
fand Promifes of Gratitude, and left Cauffin the 
moft contented Man in the World. But a little 
while after refieftingon the Vindidlive Complexion 
of RiehlieUj on his Intelligence^ within and without 
the Kingdom, on th 6 Power of a Man that had 
divided and difpers’d the Royal Family, he was 
afraid that not only Cauffin , but himfelf and all 
his Family, wou’d be facrifis’d to his Vengeance. 
So be went to the Cardinal and difcover’d ail he 
knew to him. Richlieu carefs’d him, and return’d 
him a Thoufand Thanks, / (bond have known all in 
a little time , fays he, and 1 wonder the King fboud 
fo long have made it a My fiery to me \ neverthelefs 
I fhall be oblig'd to you as long as 1 live for this 
Token of your FriewdJJnp, This bafe Treachery was 
generally exclam’d againft, and People cry’d, what- 
elfe cou’d the King’s Confeflor expeft from a 
Man who had been fo vile as to Coin falfe Money, 

and 
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and had lain Fourteen Years in the Baftille for a 
Confpiracy againft Henry the IVth. 

Richlieu fearing the ill Confequence of the King’s 
Intrigues with his Confeflor, had recourfe to hisl 
old Artifices to pr-eferve himfelf in the Miniftry, 
by pretending a defire to quit it. He wrote a 
Letter to the King to that effefh It was full of 
Diforder and Confufion, a true reprefentation of 
the ftate of his Mind. Neverthelefs being back’d with 
the Infinuations of his Creatures, and meeting 
with a good difpofition in his Majefty to hearken 
to any thing in his Favour, it anfwer’d the ends it 
was intended for. Lewis s Scruples about the In. 
juftice and Sin of his management in the War, and 
with refpeft to his Mother diminifh’d daily* Other 
Jefuits, at the inftigation of Richlieu , were con- 
l'ulted, and aflerted the quite contrary to what Caujjin 
had done. Will you maintain bejore Monfieur the 
Cardinal , faid the King one Day to his Confeflor, 
that your Exhortations are reafonable, and confonna- 
ble to Religion . I have talk'd to fome of your Fa¬ 
thers , they dre not of your Opinion. Do not believe 
them , Sir , reply'd the Jefuit, They have a Church to 
build , That's the Reafon that Pere Seguerand and o- 
thers make their Court to the Cardinal . Iam fati fy'd 
that neither they nor any any other Divine can alledge 
any thing folid againft what 1 have remonflrated to 
your Majefty , and I very readily accept of the Fro - 
pofal you were pleas'd to make me , to maintain it 
before Monfieur the Cardinal . Very well , reply’d the 
King, come to me to St. Germans on Conception- 
Day. Richlieu wolfd not enter the Lifts to defend 
a Caufe which apparently was fo bad. Inftead of 
that, he made ufe of all his Wiles to fet the King 
againft his ConfefTor, whom he perfwaded him to 
banifti the Court. Accordingly when the Jefuit 
came to St. Germans at the time appointed, he 
found the King and Cardinal lock’d up in a Clofet 
together *, he expe&ed with Impatience to be call’d, 
inftead of which des Noyers } Secretary of State, 
came to him, and told him, that the King not do- 
in3 his Devotions at that time, had no need of his 
v ° Con* 
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Confeffor: He return’d to Paris , expecting to be 
ruin’d, as it happen’d, for that very Night an Ex¬ 
empt of the Guards came to him, with an Order 
to deliver up all his Papers, and be gone presently 
to Quimpercorantin in Baffe-Bretagne. The Jefuits, 
afraid that Richlieus Reientment ffiou’d reach their 
whole Body, difown’d Father Caujfm ? made great 
Submifiions to the Triumphant Minifter, and faid 
every thing they cou’d think of to the Prejudice of 
Caujfin *, nay, they were fo bafe as to offer to de¬ 
grade him of his Order. But Rtchlieu did not care 
to carry his Revenge fo far, for fear it ffiou’d have 
at laft turn’d upon himfelf, by bringing the whole 
Body of the Jefuits upon him •, the greater part of 
them wou’d have cry’d out againft fo flagrant an 
Aft of Infolence and Injuftice. 

I have already made mention of the Imprifon- 
ment of the Marefchal de Bajfompierre , one of the 
Braveft and mod Gallent Men of his time*, he re¬ 
main’d ftill in the Bajtille. The Cardinal had all 
along flatter’d him with Hopes of a fudden Dif- 
charge. But at the latter end of the Year 1*37* 
he found that a Prifon was not enough to defend 
a Man from the Jealoufy of a Minifter, fo wicked 
and jealous as was Richlieu . The Marelchal tells 
us himfelf the Accident, which more than any thing 
confirm’d his Majefty in the Offence'he had taken 
againft him. C4 A Rafcal I will nor Name, fays he*? 
CL becaufe he does not deferve it, talk'd of me to the 
cc King in fuch a manner, as fet him more than 
*• ever againft me, and loft me the Remainders of 
u that good Will which he formerly bore me, 
u if there were any fuch Remainders in his Breaft. 
cc After that another Rogue call’d Dupleix , a falfe 
tc Hiftoriographer, if there ever was a falfe one, 
Ci did me all imaginable ill Offices. Dupleix five 
u Years before, had publifhd a Hiftory of the 
a Kings of France full of Falfities and Trifles. ’Twas 
brought to me to the Bafii!le y I read it as I do 
u other Books, making Marginal Notes of what 
u I found either Falfe or Foolifh in it. A Yearaf- 
ter Father Reuaudj coming to the Baftille to con- 
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u fsfs the Abbot de Foix, told him in Difcourfe, 
“ that one of his Fraternity was about refuting the 
“ Errors of Dupleix. The Abbot reply’d, I know 
“ fame thing that will be a great help to him , Mon- 
“ fieur de Baflom pierre has made very good Re- 
“ marks on Dupleix, which are written in the Mar- 
“ gin of his Book. Upon this they came both to 
“ nie, and defir’d me to lend them the Book for 
“ a Day or two, which I did accordingly, and they 
“ got a Copy taken of the Notes I had made. 
“ They then reftor’d my Book, and publifh’d my 
“ Remarks fome time after, with feveral Addi- 
“ tions, makingmo fcruple to alledge that what 
“ was moft fevere and fhocking was mine, what 
“ modeft and civil their own. Dupleix carry’d 
“ the Remarks to feveral Friends of mine, point- 
“ ing to fome malicious Calumnies incerted among 
“ them, which I knew nothing of,and endeavouring 
“ to perfwade them that I wrote them as well as 
“ the reft of the Notes. The Parties concern’d 
41 complain’d to me of it, I Ihew’d them the Ori- 
“ ginals, and they were fatisfy’d. However, Du- 
“ pleix had better fuccefs with the Minifters, to 
c< whom he alfo carry’d them. There were feve- 
“ ral paftages put in againft the prefent Goyern- 
“ ment, and all imputed to me. The King was 
“ told of it, ’twas inliriuated that it appear’d plainly 
tc by thefe pretended Remarks, that 1 hated both 
u his Perfon and the State. Some, whom I had 
“ oblig’d in my good Fortune, were the moft for- 
<! ward to give his Majefty thefe ill Impreffions 
“ of me, and the matter was carry’d fo far, that 
<c the Scoundrel Dupleix was permitted to write a 
“ Book on that fubjeft againft me, and got Letters 
£: Patents for the Printing of it. 

Another Adventure happen’d about the fame time, 
which tho’ it relates particularly to the Marefcbal 
de Bajfompierre , ferves to give us a general Idea of 
the Malice and Authority of Richlieu. A Trooper 
was fent to the BaJliHe for finging a Song which 
began with thefe Words, Mettre Bajfompierre en 
Prifon. There were fome biting Things in it a- 

gainft 
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gainft the Cardinal, which was enough to hurry 
the Soldier a way to Goal. He was feveral times 
examin’d, and prov’d that the Song was made 
when Baffompierre was firft arretted, neverthelefs, 
without any formal Procefs, the poor Trooper 
was fhut up in the Bafiille , and Richlieu did what 
he cou’d to make the Ballad againfl him a State 
Crime. In which as well as in other fuch Cruel 
and Tyranical Practices, he has been more than once 
imitated by hisSucceffors in the Miniilry of France, 
and all Minifters that aft upon the fame bottom. 

The Duke of Savoy dying this Year 1 61 7. the Car¬ 
dinal’s boundlefs Ambition form’d no lels Chimeri¬ 
cal Projeft, than to make himfelf Prime Minifter of 
that Dutchy, as well as the Kingdom of France . 
Hemeri, the French Ambaflador in Savoy , was to 
poflefs himfelf of Terceil, by means of fome French 
Troops in that Neighbourhood, and to fecure the 
Perfon of the Dutchefs Dowager and the Two 
Princes her Sons. This Projeft cou’d not be effefted 
without communicating it to the Marefchal de 
Crequi , who commanded the French Troops on that 
fide. God forbid f fays the Marefchal, thatlfboud 
of my own Head be guilty of fuch an alt of Tio • 
fence again ft a Daughter of France and a new Sove - 
raign*> whofe Perfon and Territories are under the 
King's Protection . 1 cannot imagine his Majefly will 

ever approve of fuch a thing committed without his 
exprefs Order . Hemeri reply’d, Kings, Sir, will often 
not Command certain Things to be done , which they 
approve , at leafl tacitely when they are well executed . 
Crequi wou’d not hearken to him, and C hr i ft in a, 
Dutchefs Dowager of Savoy , either by his or fome 
other means, difcovering the Defign, fo reinforc d 
the Garrifon.of Ter ceil, and had fuch a watch¬ 
ful Eye on the French , that Hemeri s Plot was quite 
fpoil’d. However, the Cardinal did not difpair of 
making himfelf Mailer of the Dutchefss Counfels, if 
he was not of her Perfon. In order to this, his 
main endeavour was to get the Dutchefs to bdni(h 
Father Monod , her Confeflor, from Court. He has 
been mention'd as a Friend to Father Cauffin , and 

always 
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always firm to the true Interefts of Savoy, which 
made him a Friend to the Cardinal of Savoy, and 
Prince Thomas , the Young Duke’s two Unkles. 
Chriftina, jealous that thofe Two Princes wou’d 
form Defigns againft her Regency, began to con¬ 
ceive a jealoufy alfo of Monod, who talk’d, as fhe 
thought, too much in favour of them. The French 
AmbafTador obferving the beginning of her Coid- 
nefs towards Father Monod , let no Opportunity 
flip to encreafe it. Richlieu reprefen ted him as a 
Tray tor that intended to Poifon her and her two 
Sons, to make room for the Cardinal of Savoys 
Succefiion. One merry Thing he added in a Let¬ 
ter of his to Hemeri\ to be communicated to the 
Dutchefs Dowager. It does not belong to a Man 
in his holy Orders, to meddle with State Affairs, and 
when Madam commands him to follow his location, 
floe cannot but be commended by all the World • Sure 
there are Courtiers who believe the reft of Man¬ 
kind have not common Senfe, and cannot find them 
out when they talk Nonfence, and make themfelves 
Ridiculous. Why fhou d not all the World com¬ 
mend Lewis the Xlllth as well if he made Richlieu 
and Father Jofeph follow their location. The Car¬ 
dinal added, Madam tnay fend Father Monod to 
France. He wanted to have him in his Clutches, 
but the Dutchefs Dowager was foon after fo well 
fatisfy’dof Monod 3 s Integrity and Capacity, that fhe 
wou 3 d not then part with him which for a while 
made the Cardinal give over his wicked Projeft, 
to get the Government of Savoy alfo into his Pof- 
feflion, 

I avoid entering upon the Military Exploits of 
the French Generals during the Continuance of the 
War, which was carry’d on pretty equally on both 
Tides, only one event that happen'd worth men¬ 
tioning. The King impatient, that la Capelle, in 
Picardy, remain'd ftili in the Hands of the Spani¬ 
ards, was for going in Perfon to prefs the Blockade . 
Richlteu fearing his abfence from Paris wou’d be 
fatal, while the Queen and la Faiette ftili continu’d 
their Intrigues againft him, difTwaded him from it, 

not 
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not without much Oppofition, Lewis's Heart be* 
ing fet upon that Enterprize. Some time after he 
heard that Monfieur de Meilleraie , the Cardinal’s 
Coufin, who commanded the French Army in the 
Low-Countries under la Kalette^ had inverted it, 
and that la Palette had left the Siege of Avefnes,^ 
to retake la Capelle . The King thinking this to be a 
Turn play’d him by Richlieu , that Meilleraie might 
have the Glory of the Expedition, fell into a fu¬ 
rious Paffion againft both the Cardinal and his 
Coufin \ but Father Jofeph and others, who were 
plac’d about his Perfon to take off the firft edge of 
his fury on aH Oceafions, foon made him believe, 
that what was done was for the beft, and that 
Richlieu , tho* he knew nothing of his Couhn’s in- 
tended’Enterprize againft la Capelle , had approv’d of 
it, becaufe he found his Majefty’s Heart was fo much 
fet upon recovering that Important Place. Tho’ 
this was plainly a Defign to give Meilleraie more 
Reputation, and juftify his claim of the Batoon, 
yet the good Monarch put up this Affront aseafily 
as he had done many other. 

The Tear 1*38, fays the Marefchal de Baffompierre 
in his Memoirs, began with a good Augury for 
France, the Queen , as appear'd by federal Tokens , was 
with Child . She had been marry d Twenty Two Tears . 
The King was in extram Joy , and the French had 
great hopes of happinefs. . The mighty Bleffing of 
Peace, which we now enjoy, has feaPd up our Lips 
ar.d ty’d down our Pens with refpett to the Mo¬ 
narch, whom in Compliment we muft call, The 
moft Chriftian King. The Incident of his Birth 
wou’d otherwife admit of various Speculations. 1 
fhali fee what the fame Marefchal fays of it when 
I am come to it, and in the mean time content 
my felf with the Refkttions of a French Author 
on this Paflage of the MarefchaPs. u Few People 
cc are now of the MarefchaPs Opinion, the Year of 
tc the Dauphin’s Nativity was unfortunate to Lewis 
u by the fhamefu! railing of Two great Sieges, and 
to his Allies by the ill Succefs of the Prince of 
" Orange' $ Campaign, a bad Augury for France 
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and the United Provinces. Tis true the French, 
weary’d out by the continual Troubles, occafion’d, 
‘‘in a great Meafare, by the Queen’s Sterility, 
‘ thought they had reafon to rejoyce at her being 
** with Child, in hopes that ’twou’d be a means to 
‘‘ procure their Tranquility at Homej; but they 
{ ‘ knew not, Poor Creatures, that the Dauphin, for 
‘ whofe Birth they put up fuel) Ardent Vows to 
‘‘ Heaven, wou’d be he of all their Kings, whofe 
‘‘ Reign wou’d be the mod Long, the mod Hard, 
“ and the mod Tyrannical j God gave him in his 
“ Wrath to Chadife the Sins of France , and afflift 
“ all Europe \ not contented to render his Subjefts 
“ the mod wretched of any People in the World, 
“ he has endeavour d to fupprefs the Liberty of all 
“ his Neighbours. They begin, Thanks be to God, 
“ to punilh him with eclat, for the Infinite Mil'- 
“ chiefs he has done them, but what Refource has 
“ thou, Oh France foe Thine. The Rod of the Op - 
“ prejfor is almod entirely broken for Strangers 
“ but Ah / My dear Country, when will it be 
“ broken for thee.” This Frenchman furely wrote 
when the Duke of Marlborough was approaching the 
Banks of the Somme , and the French Miniders were 
beging Peace at Gertruydenberg , and not when 
the Marefchal de Villars had furpriz’d the Allies at 
Denain, when the Army of England had left the 
Confederates, and the French Miniders were hsfad¬ 
ing the Dutch at Vtrecht. 

The Parliament of Paris had, as we have feen by 
degrees, lod almod the very Shadow of a Senate, 
their Authority depended on the King’s Will and 
that of his Miniders,and the Court, who hated them 
for the very Appearance of Liberty, to which they 
pretended,took hold of all occafions toMortify them. 
In March i <?3 s. feveral Payments of Arrears of the 
Gabelles danding out, the Farmers Petition’d the 
Council with more warmth than was agreeable to 
them. When they came out of the Chancellor’s 
Houfe they met Cornuel, Intendantof the Finances, 
they fell upon him with Reproaches, and forc’d him 
to get as fad as he cou’d into the Superintendant’s 
.G g Houfc 
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Houfe to be deliver’d from their Perfections. Three 
of the Farmers, Bourges , Chenu and Cervois were 
fent to the Baftille , the reft Petition’d the Parliament, 
and were told the Clumbers wou’d confider the 
Matter, but when the Great Chamber met to de¬ 
liberate it according to Cuftom, - the Firft Prefident ^ 
fhew’d them a Letter from the King, forbidding 
them to take Cognizance of that Matter. This Let¬ 
ter was debated, and the next Day Gaiant and Cham - 
proud, Preftdents of the Inquefts, were order’d to 
confine themfelves to their Houfes*, Bouillon, another 
Prefident, was confin’d at Tours . Salo, Sevin , The- 
beufznd Bouville , Counfellors, had Orders to go to 
Tours , Amboife and Caen , where, as foon as they ar¬ 
riv’d, they were imprifon’d in the Caftles of thofe 
Places. By the Laws of France before this Reign, no 
Man cou’d be banifh’d Paris and fhut up in Prifons 
without a fairProcels,but now the King’s Orders are 
Law, and the Members of the Supream Court of Ju¬ 
dicature of the Kingdom are thus us’d for after ting 
their own and the People’s Rights. 

About this Time the Abbot de St. Ciran and Fere 
Seguenot , Father of the Oratory, were imprifon’d. 
The Abbot had been an Intimate Friend of Zamet , 
Bifhop of Langres, to whom, in private Conven¬ 
tion, he had often freely talk’d againft certain Tenets 
of the Romijb Church, efpecially the Degrees of the 
Council of Trent. Zamet , to ingratiate himfelf with 
Father Jofeph, bafely betray’d that Conversation to 
him, and he told it to Ricblieu, who hating St. Ciran 
for his afterting the Validity ofthe Duke of Orleans's 
Marriage, caus’d him to be apprehended and impri- 
fon d in the Caftle of Vincennes. St. Ciran was a 
great Friend of Janfenius , Bifhop of Tpres , and a 
Zealous Propagator of the Do&rine of St. Auftin , 
with refpeft to Grace and Predeftination. Father 
Seguenot 9 s Crime was his alledging that the Vow of 
Virginity was not fo acceptable to God as a Volunta¬ 
ry Celibacy. This ollended all the Monks, and they 
never left off perfecting him till they got him 
thrown into the Bajliiis. 

) 
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I have already made mention of the Dutchefs of Lo- 
raine's Reception ntParisj where fhe liv’d rather like a 
Priloner than a Gueft * growing weary of theReftrainr. 
fhe was in, fhe often exprefs’d herRefentment, and 
that tempted a Fellow to make a Propofol to her to 
rid heir of her Enemy, the Cardinal de Richlieu . She 
found a Note; in her Chamber without a Name to 
it which offer'd for 1000 Piftoles to Murder the Car* 
dinal: The Dutchefs fhew'd it to Richlieu , who ha¬ 
ving return'd her his Thanks, fold, If you pleafe y 
Madam , Anfmr that you have not fo much Money , 
but if 500 Cforvns woudfuff re, you woud borrow 
fo much upon your Jewels provided you lik’d the Pro¬ 
pofal. This Anfwer was convey'd to the Man accord¬ 
ing as he had appointed, and a few Days after the 
Dutchefs found another Billet in her Chamber, in- 
finuating that if fhe wou’d convey the 500 Crowns to 
him by the fame way, a Houfe fhou’d be hir’d over 
againft the Cardinal’s Palace, from whence he fhou’d 
be fhotin his Coach. The Cardinal having Notice 
from time to time of this Matter, fent 500 Crowns, 
and caus’d them to be put under a Stone in a Field 
near St. Denis , as was direfted by the Billet,ordering 
Seven or Eight Stout Fellows to lie in wait for the 
Man who came to fetch the Money. The Man 
defending himfelf very couragioufly, kill’d Three of 
the Cardinal’s Men and was taken defperately woun¬ 
ded. Commilfaries were prefently fent to examine 
him in Prifon, the Man faid he did it only to cheat 
the Dutchefs of the Money, as one might fee by the 
imprafticablenelsof the Attempt. The Commifla- 
ries, all the Cardinal’s Creatures, were not fatis- 
fy’d with this Anfwer *, the Prifoner wounded, as 
he was, receiv’d Sentence to be Broken on the Wheel, 
he was carry’d in his Bed to the Place of Execution, 
and had Eleven Blows of the Bar before he dy’d* 
The Cardinal, fays Grotins, in a Letter to the Chan¬ 
cellor Oxenftiern , hoping by this great Severity to 
hinder the doing or protnifing to do the like Enterprises 
for the future. The Revengeful Cardinal did not 
give over foliiciting the Dutchefs of Savoy to part 
with her ConfefTor Father Monody and at lafl got 
G g 2 the 
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the King to threaten to abandon his Sifter if fhe did 
not remove him *, Chriftina being afraid of the Spa - 
wards and herBrothers-in-Law the Princes of Savoy y 
was forc’d to content the King, but fhe wou’d not 
fend Mcnod to Chamberi or Nice , which the Cardi¬ 
nal infilled upon becaufe he had been expos’d in thofe 
Two Places to Richlieu’s Vengeance, which ftuck 
at nothing when he cou’d get his Enemies in his 
Power. She confin’d her ConfefTor to Coni, and the 
Cardinal feeing he cou’d get no more of her, feenfd 
to be well enough pleas’d with that. 

The Solemn Dedication of the Kingdom of Trance 
to the Blefled Virgin this Year, is an Event worth 
taking Notice of. Grotius gives the beft Account of 
it in another Letter to the Chancellor of Sweden as 
follows ; 


r T y H E King has confecrated both his Per fen and his 
'** Kingdom to the Blejfed Virgin^ he did it in the 
beginning #/ the Tear , not doubting but the Profperi - 
ties of the following Campaign wan'd be an effett of his 
Vow *, he ere tie dan Altar in the Cathedral of this City y 
which cofl 4000Q0 Livres, and refolv’d to Celebrate 
the Feail of the Ajfumption with more than ordinary 
Solemnity . In order to this 7 he fent his Letters Patents 
to the Parliament . Let us leave to thofe Magiftrates 
the Care of examining „ whether the Confecration of the 
Crown of France to a She Saint agrees well with the 
Salick Law. I am in Pain only about one Thing , if 
itfljoud happen , as there is great likelihood , that by 
Virtue of this new Right to France, the Virgin flsoud 
Name the Cardinal de Richlieu her Vicar General^ 
and give him Power to ad in her Name . What will the 
King have left ? The Obligation to pay an entire 
Obedience to his Mini ft er• 


There fell out an Accident at this Confecra¬ 
tion in the Cathedral of Paris , which turn’d the 
Feftivai to a Farce. In the Proceilions where the 
Sovereign Courts appear, the Parliament take the 
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Right, and the Chamber of Accounts the Left, fo 
that the Two firft Prefidents of both Companies 
march in Front. In the Church, the Parliament 
takes the Canons Seats on the Right, and the Cham¬ 
ber of Accounts fit on the Left over againft them 
when the Two Companies were going out of the 
Choir, the Firft Prefident of the Chamber of Ac¬ 
counts wou’d go immediately after the Firft Prefi¬ 
dent of the Parliament,but the Prefidents au Mortier 
wou’a let no body go between them and their firft Pre¬ 
fident,but the Governor of Paris . Accordingly they 
ftopt the Firft Prefidentof the Chamber of Accounts, 
upon which the Two Companies joftled one ano¬ 
ther and fell to Blows, which occafion cl a great 
Diforder in the Church. The Duke de Montbawn , 
Governor of Paris ,his Officers and others, laid their 
Hands on their Swords to keep the Peace *, the 
grave Magiftrates had recourfe to their Natural 
Weapon the Pen, feveral Writings appear'd a- 
gainft each other, feveral Informations were takes 
of the Fa of, which the King put a flop to by 
taking on himfelf to regulate fo Important a 
Bufinefs. 

We are now come to that Great Period, the Birth 
of the prefer King of France , who was Born the 
5th of September 1C3 8, N. S. 1 flhall not trouble 
the Reader with the flattering Letters that paft 
between the Cardinal de Richlieu and the French 
King and Queen on this Occafion, contenting my 
felf with that of Monfieur de Baffompierre to the 
Bifhop of Grenoble , mention’d in the 
Cologne Edition of that MarefchaPs Me- page 154. 
moirs, and is thus Tranflated by Dr. 

Wellwcod . 
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My Lord, 

J N my lafty I gave you the good News of the 
Queen's being brought to Bed of a Dauphin } 
all "7 have to tell you at prefent is , That Her 
Majefty recovers every Day , and the Child is 
Strong and Lufty , and fiems to promife a long 
Life . There is one Thing of him that is ta¬ 
ken much Notice of by fojne 0 that his Gums 
have Teeth pointing out already , and there is 
fcarce a Woman that can fujfer him to Suckle her y 
for he Sucks fo eagerly that he brings Blood with 
his Milky and upon this account he has had Two 
Nurfes chang d already. 1 pray God this may not 
be an ill Omen to France y We need Princes of a 
healing and mild Temper , Corrofives net agree¬ 
ing with the Good of this Monarchy - The Prince 
is to be nam'd LEWIS D 1 EU DONNE, Given 
of God, as his Majefiy was pleas'd Tefterday to 
declare tn Council . 

What the Learn’d Gnotius writes to the Chan¬ 
cellor Oxenjlierriy is of more Authority. Delphinus 
jam ter mutavit nutricem . Fugiunt eum conquifita 
ad hoc famintiy quod vera earum n: or fit an do lancinet 
non fine Omine futurti rapaatatis . Faveant Vicini 
atam matura rapacitate: Tte Dauphin did not only 
hurt the Breafts of his Nurfes , he tore them by his 
biteings . Let the Neighbours of France beware , 
and arm themfelves again ft fo pro?npt a Veracity. 
The French were fo overjoy'd at the Birth of the 
Dauphiny that they did not trouble themfelves a* 
bout their Armies Abroad, Both in Italy and on 
the Frontiers of Spain they were unfuccefsful. The 
Spaniards took Verceil in Savoyy and the Prince of 
Cmde and the Duke de la Valette were driven from 
before Fonterabia , The Prince laid the Fault on the 
Duke, and the Duke on the Prince. Condo had the 
better Intereft, and la Valettey whom the Cardinal 
hated, was condemn’d to lofe his Head; to avoid 
which he Fled to England where the Dutchefs de 
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Chevreufe was arriv’d before him, and Mary de 
Medicis coming-foon after was far from being 
welcome to the People, however fhe was in Ap¬ 
pearance fo to the Court. She was lodg’d at St.. 
James's, where her Court look’d fomething more 
like a Queen than (he had feen one in many Years. 
The Duke de la Palette, the Duke de Soubize, the 
DutcheG de Chevreufe and other Perfons of Quality 
were of it. Bellievre , the French Ambaflador, had 
Orders not to pay any Civilities to Mary de Medicis, 
and to avoid feeing her as much as he cou’d. Rich* 
lieu , to be reveng’d of Charles I. for giving her Re¬ 
ception, enter’d into a Correfpondence with the 
Malecohtehts of Scotland. David Lefley offer’d to 
form an Army of 30000 Men in that Kingdom if he 
was but fupply’d with 50000 Crowns, the Cardinal 
offer’d him 100000; and ’tis thought Lefley had 
that Money from France when the Troubles com¬ 
menc’d in Scotland . 

Bellievre , the French Ambaflador at London, ac¬ 
cording to-the Inftruftions he receiv’d from France, 
did his utmoft to avoid meeting with Mary de Me - 
diets, but the Earl of Holland knowing the Queen 
was coming to White Hall , kept him one Day in 
Difcourfe till fhe enter’d the Room, accompany’d 
with King Charles and Queen Henrietta Maria. My 
Lord Ambaffador , faid the Queen Mother, I wou'd 
willingly fpeak with you a little . The King and Queen 
of England went alide, and the Earl of Holland 
withdrew. Bellievre cou d not haadfomly refufe to 
hear her, but attended with a great deal of Refpeft 
to what fhe faid. I have, for [owe time , fays fhe, 
try'd feveral means to let Monjtcur the Cardinal know 
what an extream Pajfion I have to return to France by 
his Procurement , but all my Advances have been 
to no purpofe , I can receive no Anfwer . Bellie¬ 
vre repiy’d, Madam I molt humbly beg your Maje - 
fly to permit me to represent to you, that tho / have the 
Honour to be the Kings Minifter in this Court, it does 
not give me the fame Character with you, perhaps your 
Maje fly deftgns to give me fome Commiffion in Charge. 
In fuch a cafe, 1 defire, before hand,you wou d excufe 
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me y 1 have pofitive Orders not to meddle in any wife 
with what concerns Tour Msjeflys Perfon or Affairs. 
Mary de Medicis anfwertf, Tou are not forbidden to 
hear what 1 have to fay \ 1 own it Madam , laid Bellie- 
vre, but fmce I have no Orders to do it y that's enough to 
oblige me to defire you to difpenfe with my obeying you y 
if you order me to write any thing to. the King 
my Mafter. ’7is no Matter , reply’d the Queen Mo¬ 
ther. Hear me . The Pains and Troubles L have en¬ 
dur'd fmce my Retreat into the Low Countries, have 
infpi'/d me with Sentiments very different from thofe 
J had when I left Compeigue. / beg you to let Mon - 
fieur the Cardinal know that I conjure him to deliver 
me out of the Mifery 1 am in y and the Neceffity of 
begging Bread of my Sons-in Law. I woud willingly 
return to the King my Sonjiot that I have anyThoughts of 
concerning my feIf with the Government of his Kingdom. 
J aim at nothing but to [pend the remainder of my Day* in 
quiet , and to prepare my felf for Death. If Mon fieur 
the Cdrdtnal cannot obtain the King's Permiffion for my 
Return to Court , let him at leaf demand it for my re- 
fiding in feme City of the Kingdom , to enjoy there my 
Revenues. I offer to turn off all my Servants that are 
odious to or fujpetted by thb King , find to do whatever 
he woud have me. His Orders and the Car dinars good 
Council frail be the only Rule of my Condutt.This is all 1 
defire you to let him know from me , 1 am afraid thofe 
whom I have formerly addrefs’d to have either wanted 
Courage 'or Inclination to execute the Commiffion I have 
chargd’em with. Beilicvre anfwer ’c y Tour Majefty has 
no Reafon to complain of me y fils with extrcam Regret 
that Iprotefi I cannot ferve you cn this Occafion.This is 
the vfual Stile of Ambaffadors , replyes Mary de Me¬ 
dicis, They excvfe themfeIves from accepting certain 
Commiffions y and yet they write what has been told 
them : I knew jeveral Instances during my Regency. 
She then turn’d to the King and Queen of Great 
Britain , in whofe prefence Bellievre repeated what 
he had faid, with refpeft to his not charging himfelf 
with any Commiffion. Tou y without doubt , re¬ 
member, fays he/ applying himfelf to the Queen 
Henrietta Maria y 1 hat you have order’d me to write 
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in your Name in favour of the Queen Mother , 
and 1 have always dejird your Majefty to excufe 
me on account of the'pofitive Orders I have not 
to concern my felf with any Affair 7 the Cognisance 
of which the King my Matter referves to himfelf. 
The Queen of England reply a, ’Tis true 7 hut 
jince the King my Brother will receive no Inter- 
ceffion as to what regards the Queen my Mother , 
the King my Husband , and /, thought the only 
way the Queen my Mother had left was to explain 
her felf immediately to the King my Brother’s 
Minifters in all the Courts Jbe comes to. There is 
no inftance of a Princefs reduc’d to fo refera¬ 
ble a Condition by a Son, to pleafe a Minifter 
for whom he at the Bottom had no great Affe¬ 
ction. He fear’d Richlieu^ but did not Love him, 
and out of Complacency to one to whom he had 
no Obligation but for making his Subjects Slaves, 
he lets the only Perfon in the World to whom 
he was bound by the Laws of God to be dutiful, 
wander up and down without any other main- 
tainance than what fhe receiv’d from the Gene- 
rofity of the Kings that had nmry’d his Sifters. 
Her hard Fate drove her to an ill Place when 
fhe came to England « The Fears of Popery were 
almoft general, and the Grounds of them the 
Influence of her Daughter Queen Henrietta Ma¬ 
ria over her Husband King Charles I. The People 
grumbled even at the cheap Reception that was 
given her, and Report fwelPd the Expence to 
a much greater Sum than it was in KingCW/efs 
Power or Inclination to cjisburfe for her. 

Bellievre feat Richlieu a particular Account of 
all that had p?fs’d between the Queen Mother 
and him. The Cardinal was inflexible, and made 
the King write his Mother a Letter full of Re¬ 
proaches, concluding that if ftie wou d not go to 
Florence , which was the moft fuirable Place for 
her, he thought himfelf difcharg’d both in Confci- 
ence and Honour from having any regard to her 
Remonftrances. Richlieu dictated this Letter him¬ 
felf 
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felf to Chere his Secretary, and Lewis the Juft 
afterwards fet his Name to it. 

Father Jofeph , of whom mention has fo often been 
made, being taken with a Fit of an Apoplexy 
in December i^S. Richlieu when he was a little 
recover’d of it invited him to Ruel, where, fo 
wicked did the People think him, 'twas faid he 
forwarded his Death. Quelques uns cnt cru que 
Richlieu jaloux & inquiet la lu avanca , fays 
my Author, who however feems not to give Credit 
to it. Grotius writes on this Occafion in one of 
his Letters. Richlieu is the only Man that's for - 
ry for Father Jofeph, he has loft the great En¬ 
gine of his Plots and Contrivances . The Capuchine 
was in hopes a little before his Death to have got 
a Cardinal's Cap , and the Archbijhoprkk of Rheimes, 
which wou’d have made him the Firft Duke and 
Peer of France . He proceeds. The Englifh have 
caufe to rejoyce 7 for Jofeph fomented the Commo¬ 
tions in Scotland, making ufe of another Capuchine 
his Confident call a Jacinte. Whether or no Rich- 
lieu was really Jealous of him andwifh’d him out 
of the way, he conceal’d his Wifhes with his 
ufual Diffimuiation. He fhed Tears upon Father 
Jcfeph's Tomb when a Solemn Service was per¬ 
forming for him. I have lost my Comfort , my only 
he/py fays he, my Confident and my Support . The 
King, whofe Thoughts were always conformable 
to the Cardinal’s, cry’d, I have loft one of my moft 
Faithful SubjeElSy and Monfieur the Cardinal his 
Confident and Intimate Friend . The Nuns of Cal¬ 
vary, which this Hipocritical Capuchine was the 
Inftitutor of, to acquire the Reputation of a Man 
infpir’d, thought they had loft another Mofes. They 
heg'd his Heart and it was given them, Cofpean , 
Bifhop of LifieuXy pronounc’d his Funeral Oration 
in their Church, holding the Heart in his Hand. 
Thofe poor Creatures pray and make Vows to him 
to this Day, they keep his Cloak as a moft 
Precious Relick, tho’ he was, to ufe the Words 
of my Author, Vn Franc Scelaraty an Errant Raf 
cal . The King himfelf had fo good an Opinion 
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of Father Jofeph that he look’d upon what he 
faid as Divine Oracles \ Richlieu, to make his 
Advantage of his Majefty’s PrepofTeflion in Favour 
of Jofepby perfwaded Lewis to prefs fo extraordina¬ 
ry a Man to write down Maxims for the good 
Government of his Kingdom. The Oapuchine 
play’d his Part in the Farce very well, he com* 
pos’d a little Political Treaty, and presented it to 
his Majeily. ’Twas entitled, A Djfcourfe of the 
Unity of the Minifter and the Qualities neceffary- 
for him . All his Maxims tended to juftify Rich- 
lieu s Adminiftration, advifing him to put all his 
Authority into his Hands, to hide nothing from 
him, and to prefer him to thofe Perfons that ought 
to have been more dear to him. He told him in 
his Book,that after having once chofen his Minifter, 
for which Port an Ecclefiatfick was more proper 
than any other Perfon, he fhou’d entirely love him 
and never remove him, that he fhou’d load him 
with Honours and Benefits, give him a Sove¬ 
reign Power over the People, believe nothing 
that was faid againfl; him, and difcover it tho’ 
he bad promis’d to keep it Secret. Thefe Max¬ 
ims were fo grofs, that Lewis XII f. was the 
only Prince in the World who wou’d not have 
been prejudic’d by them againfl both the Author 
and the Cardinal, for endeavouring to impofe up¬ 
on him after fo Scandalous a manner *, but he 
contented himfelf with making no more ufe of 
them than he thought fit, which was indeed as 
much as they cou’d defire, for he continu’d to 
follow the Meafures of the Cardinal and the 
Capuchine. Father Jacinte , Companion and Con¬ 
fident to Father Jofeph , was in hopes of fucceed* 
ing him in his Favour at Court: But Richlieu 
had been too often alarm’d by the Capuchine’s 
Intrigues to admit another Prieft into his Confi¬ 
dence, fo Jacinte receiv’d Orders to confine him* 
felf to his Convent. 

The Mourning that was made for the Death of 
Father Jofeph was foon forgotten, and Richlieu 
and the whole Court were full of Joy for the 
. - Mar- 
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Marriage of the Dutchefs of Puylaurens his Coufin 
to the Count de Harcourt. For the Celebration 
of which there was a moft Magnificent Ball at the 
Cardinal’sPalace; the ordering of it was left to the 
Bilhop of Chartres, tho’ he was one of the Com- 
miffioners appointed by the Pope for the Refor¬ 
mation of the Manners of the Bifhops. There was 
an Entertainment of Mufick after the Ball, in 
which feveral Songs were fung in Praife of Duke 
Bernard, who had lately taken Brifac, which 
Conqueft the French Court had an Eye upon, 
and refblv’d, if they cou’d, to get the Pofleffion 
of it. The Count de Guebriant, who command¬ 
ed the French Army that afted in Conjunffion 
with Duke Weymar's, was order’d to negotiate 
that Matter with him, but Bernard anfwer’d, To 
demand my Conqueft of me is like demanding ef a 
Virtuous Girl her AFaidenhead, or of a Gallant AFan 
his Honour. However the Duke fent Erlach to 
Paris to treat of certain Affairs, and excufe his 
not complying with the King’s Demands. Lewis 
did not care to Quarrel with him, and therefore 
gave way to his Obftinacy to keep Brifac. But 
Richlieu fo far gain’d over Erlach, that he pro¬ 
mis’d the Place fhou’d be deliver’d to the French 
if Duke Bernard, (who was not in very good Health, 
fhou’d dye. Thus were all the Minifters and 
Friends of thofe Princes the Cardinal correfpon- 
ded with engag’d and corrupted by him, which 
contributed not a little to the Succefs of his Mi- 
niftry, with refpeft to Foreign Affairs. 

Alary de APedicis had got her Son-in-Law King 
Charles I. to fend the Lord Jernyn to France to 
make her Peace with the Cardinal. That Lord, 
notwithftanding ali her Submifiions to a Man whom 
fhe had fo much oblig’d, and who was entirely 
indebted to her for his Prodigious Fortune, had 
no better Succefs than all her other Mediators 
had already had. Richlieu , fince the Birth of the 
Dauphin, having new Reafons to keep her out 
of France as long as Ihe liv’d. He knew very 
well the ill State of his Majefty’s Health, tho* 
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it was kept from the Publick as much as pofiible, 
and flatter'd himfelf upon Lewis's Death he might 
obtain the Regency. The beft Ports and Places 
in France were in the PofTefiion of his Relations 
and Creatures. Toaccuftom the People to fee him 
cloath'd with fo much Royalty he every Year 
put the King upon fome needlefs Journey or o- 
ther to the Frontiers, that he might be Regent 
in his Abfence. The only Perfonswho cou*d have 
flood in Competition with him for the Regency, 
befides Mary de Medicis was Anne of Auftria, 
and the Duke of Orleans who had neither of them 
any great Intereft, and he did hot doubt of pre¬ 
venting their having it, if he cou’d hinder the 
Return of the Queen Mother, who was of an 
Intriguing Spirit, had been Regent before, and 
uniting with her Son and her Daughter-in-Law, 
might have had no great Difficulty in difpoiling 
him of his vaft Wealth and punifhihg him example- 
rily for his many Afts of Violence and Injuftice: 
The Lord Jermyris Negotiations being tonopur- 
pofe, the Queen of England demanded to come 
in Perfon to France under pretence of her Health, 
but in reality to mediate with her Brother 
in behalf of her Mother. Richlieu made the 
King Anfwer that he was oblig'd to go to the 
Frontiers of his Kingdom at that time, and fhou'd 
not have the Pleafure of feeing her. Upon this * 
King Charles recall’d the Earl of Leicefier and 
the Lord Scudamore , his Ambartadots in Ordinary 
and Extraordinary, and Richlieu to hinder his 
joyning with the Houfe of Auftria was very In- 
duftrious to cut him out Work at Home, which 
he did effeftually by fomenting the Scotifl) Trou¬ 
bles, to which end he had always an Agent among 
the Ad ale contents . 

The Enemies of the Cardinal not only cry’d out 
that he had a Defign upon the Regency, but to 
form a Schifm, and to caufe himfelf to be declar'd 
Partriarch, of France . This Clamour encreas’d, 
upon publifhing a Book call’d, Proofs of the Li¬ 
berties of the Galilean Churchy written by Peter 
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and James du Puy at the Sollicitatipn of {bme 
eonfiderable Perfons. The Pope’s Nuntio and the 
Monks made a great Noife about it, and Richlieu 
finding that Point was a little too difficult dropt 
it, and the Cardinal de la Rochfaucault , who was 
a Slave to the Court of Rome, aflembled fe- 
veral Bifhops in his Abbey of St. Genevieve in Pa - 
risj by whom the Book was condemn’d as Schifmati- 
cal and Heretical. Grotius tells us of a long Con¬ 
ference he had with the^Prince of Conde on this 
Occafion, in which the Prince was convinc’d, “That 
u the Ecclefiaftical Funttion was a fimple Mi- 
ct niftry inftituted by the Son of God, which 
u ought to be maintain’d by all Soveraigns, that 
cc the Abufe of it is difagreeable to God and per- 
c< nicious to Church and State, that the Sovereign 
iC is oblig’d to hinder it fmce his Principal Duty is 
u to maintain the Obfervation of the Law of God, 
4 to take Care of the Safety of the People and to 
u fupprefs Injuftice.” Grotius urg’d further, that 
the Scriptures are the Rule of Faith, with many 
other things againfi: the Do&rines of the Church 
of Rome , which the Prince agreed to, and faid, that 
all Men of Senfe^ were of the fame Opinion. In 
the dole of this Letter to Chancellor Oxenfiiern , 
he Cays, This has no Relation to my Embajfy , how¬ 
ever I thought fit to acquaint you with it that you may 
know what Men of the firft Rank begin to think of 
thefe things. Almofi all the Magiftrates of the Par¬ 
liament are of the fame Principle , and they are 
look’d upon at Rome as little better than Hereticks. 

We have mention’d the Retreat of the Duke 
de la Falette to England. The Cardinal de Rich- 
lieu not contented with his having left the Kingdom, 
caus’d a Procefs to be commenc’d againfi: him, for 
that he, asGovernor oiGuyenneJc&d left the Province 
without the King’s Permiffion, to lay Sie^e to Fonte- 
rabia . The Cardinal'continu’d to perlecute him, 
notwithfianding he had marry’d the Dutchefs of 
Puylaurenss Sifter, and was Brother to his dear 
Friend the Cardinal de la Palette, for his appearing 
in the Court of Mary de Medicis. He cou’d 'not 
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bear that any body (hou’d fhew the leaft Friendfaiip 
for that unfortunate Princefs, nor forgive the Difpo- 
fition the Duke had to fide with Gafton, Duke of 0r- 
leans , againft him. The Members of the Parlia¬ 
ment who were at his Devotion, were order’d to 
come to Court to proceed againft the Duke de la 
V>alette - 0 they came to St. Germains , and the King 
condefcended to prefide in a Bufinefs which Ricb- 
lieu carry’d on purely to execute his Revenge on 
the Son of one of the greateft Lords of France. 
There was one Magiftrate Pinon, Dean of the Great 
Chamber, who was very willing to give his Opi¬ 
nion againft the Duke de la palette, whom they de- 
fign’d fhou’d be condemn’d unhear’d. - 

This Man was the firft whofe Vote Lewis de¬ 
manded. Sir , fays the old Magiftrate, 1 have been 
a Member of this Court Fifty Tears , and never yet 
met with an Affair of .fo much Importance , Monfieur 
the Duke de la Valette had the Honour to marry your 
Majesty's Natural Sifter ,he is be fids s a Peer of France* 
I mo ft humbly befeecb you to refer this Matter back 
to the Parliament. Lewis interrupting him, cry’d 
out, Give your Vote, Sir. Pmon reply’d coldly, I 
am of Opinion that the Duke de la Valette’; Cafe be 
refer d to the Par l lament to Judge it. I will not do it , 
fays the King, this is not voting. Pinon modeftly 
anfwer’d, A Reference is a Lawful Opinion. Lewis 
in great Wrath reply’d, Give your Vote pofitively , 
otherwife I frail know what I have to do. This 
frighten’d him,and feveral other Magiftrates to Vote 
as the Court wou’d have them j but Believere , fecond 
Prefident of the Parliament, infilled upon it, that 
the Cafe ought to be refer’d'back to that Aflem- 
bly. What he faid on this Occafion is very re¬ 
markable, 7 here is fomething very odd in this Mat* 
ter *, a King giving his Opinion in the Criminal Pro - 
cef of one of his Subjects *, 'till now Kings have 
been wont to referve Pardons to themfelves, and re¬ 
fer the Condemnation of the Guilty to their Officers. 
Can your Majefty , Sir, be able to bear the fight of 
a Gentleman here at the Bar, from whence he fijou d 
go only to the Place of Execution. } Tis incompati - 
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ble with Royal Majefty. The Sight of a Prince carries 
Mercy with it every where , if he enters an interditted 
Churchy theCenfure is immediately taken off accord* 
ing to the CanonSy all thofe that come before the 
Prince Jhoud go away content and joyful . He then 
reprefented how pernicious it might be to Brow¬ 
beat the Judges, and not give them the Liberty 
of fpeaking according to their Confciences. Give 
your Opinion pofitivel\y (ays the King, who heard 
him patiently. I cannot be of any other y repJy’d 
Bellievrey mine is Cathohck, The Chancellor was 
going to fpeak to the Prefident, who took him 
up fhort, If you pretend to give me Inftruttions here 
y tis loft: timey I perftft in my Senthnents. The Cou¬ 
rage of this brave Magiftrate fo;embolden’d fome 
of his Brethren, that they infilled upon it to have 
theCaufe refer’d back to their Aflembly. But the 
King, the Dukes and Peers, the Chancellor and the 
Cardinal,having given their Votes againft the Duke 
de la Palette, he was condemn’d, only Three Days 
were allow’d him to appear in, after Summons by 
found of Trumpet, a matter of meerForm •, the 
Duke was ip England and cou’d in that time know 
nothing of the Bufinefs. ’Twas pleafant to hear 
one of the Magiftrates Le Bret juftify the Proceed¬ 
ings againft the Duke by the Examples of ProcefTes 
in Turkey and Perfia. When the pretended Tryal 
was over, the King call’d the Prefidents de Bel - 
liezrsy de Nefmond , le Baikal , de Novion , and faid 
to. them, Tou always difobey me ? I am very much 
diffatisfyd with you. I hate thofe that fay I eannot 
form a Procefs againft Dukes and Peers but in Par - 
liamenty they are Ignorant and not worthy their Office . 
/ do not know but I may provide my felf of others , 
I will be obey'd, and you Jfmll be made to know that 
all Privileges are founded on ill Cuftomy let me here¬ 
after hear no more of 'em* Very good. Here’s a 
frank Declaration of a King, who has the Sirname 
of Jufty that all the People’s Privileges, and even 
the Privileges of Parliament? are founded on ill 
Cuftom. Why is he fo angry, but becaufe Three 
or Four honeft Magiftrates wou’d not give their 
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Vote for the Condemning a Duke and Peer of 
France to Death, to gratify the Vengeance of a 
bloody minded JVlinifter. A French Author writes 
thus on this fubjeft. “ Let us make no Reflections 
41 on fuch a Piece of Tyranny, ’tis enough to ex- 
u pofe it y a wretched,Flatterer alledges in theCoun- 
cc cil, and in the Preience of the moll: Chriftian 
cc King, the Practice of the Turks , and pretended 
ct that the Example of their Sultan , who when he 
c< pleafes, and without any form of Juftice, puts 
u to Death his Viziers and Baflas, fhou’d be fol* 

low’d by a Prince who takes the Sirname of 
cc Jutty and that he is not bound by eftablifh’d 
“ Laws and Cuftoms wherl the Honour and Life 
<c of the Peers of his Kingdom and Officers of 
<c his Crown are in Queftion, This Opinion was 
tc applauded and follow’d; What Horror, what 
iC Infamy.” Richlleuy who had been the foie Pro¬ 
moter of this Cruel Procefs, went out when Sen¬ 
tence was giving, faying, he was related to the, 
Duke<&? la Palette. When the Duke was condemn’d 
to Death, Lw/rflay’d Four Hours to hear all the 
Preparatory Papers read, tho' he had drunk the 
Waters that Day, and was forc’d to go out to 
Evacuate. The Magiftrates were more complaifant 
at the Condemnation, than they had been at the 
Procefs; only Bellievre continu’d in his Integrity, 
and wou’d not agree to any thing more thari Banifh- 
ment and a Fine* The "Duke de la Rothfaucault 
being to give his Vote at the Sentence, follow’d 
the Example of the pack’d Judges, and gaVe it for 
condemning him to Death, tho* at the Procefs 
he had declar’d he cou’d not think the Duke de 
la Palette Guilty of Treafcn and Cowardice, and 
that there was not fufficient Proofagainfl him. The 
King made a Speech uncover’d when he gave his O- 
pinion, which was for Death, and accordingly the 
Duke de la Palette was beheaded in EfKgethe 8th 
of June 1 639 . 

The Cardinal Je la Palette dy’d fonhetime rafter 
in Italy the Duke de Candale was Dead fome- 
thne before, and the Duke d ’ Epernon , their Father* 
importun’d in his old Age, by the Prince of Cor.de 
H t tQ 
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to refign his Government of Guvenne to procure a 
Pardon for his Son the Duke ae la Falette. The 
Port of Colonel General , if he cou’d be prevail'd upon 
to part with it, was intended for Monfieur Cinq- 
mars, a new Favourite, taken by the Ring upon 
the Retreat of Madhrooifelle de la Faienc , of whom 
we fhall have Occafion to fpeak further in the fol¬ 
lowing Pages. 

It will not be difagreeable to the Reader to give 
an Account of a Quarrel between the Courts of 
Rome and France , upon Occafion of the Murder of 
Rouvrai, the Marefchal d ’ Etrees 1 s Gentleman. Rou * 
vrai had refeu d an Italian , in whofe Houfe he had 
lodg'd Two of his Whores from the Officers that 
were conveying him to the Galleys to which he 
was condemn’d for keeping an Infamous Houfe. 
D 1 Etrees was afham’d of the Attion, and promis’d 
to deliver up his Gentleman, but afterwards refus’d 
it, or to fend him to France . Rouvrai was profe- 
cuted according to Law, and d 1 Etrees retiring in 
Difguft to Frefcati, carry cl him along with him. 
The French-man was condemn’d to Death for Con¬ 
tumacy, and a Price fet upon his Head as was the 
Cuflom in fuch Cafes. When d * Etrees return’d 
to Rome, he was advis’d not to bring Rouvrai with 
him } inftead of which he brought him, as it were, 
in Tryumph, and to infult the Barharmi , the Pope’s 
Nephews, with whom he had a Mifanderftanding. 
As they came along Rouvrai was (hot Dead from 
behind a Hedge, his Head cut off and carry’d to 
.the Governor of Rome \ ’Twas expos’d in Publick : 
The Hangman carry’d it about, and Proclamation 
was made that *twas the Head of the French Am? 
baffador’s Gentleman \ at laft it was thrown into 
the Place where the Heads of the Banditti and 
other Capital Criminals are flung. The Mare¬ 
fchal d 1 Etrees fent his Secretary to the Court of 
France for Particular Infiructions in this Affair* 
The King and Cardinal oh one hand did not care 
to come to an open Rupture with the Pope, and 
on the other they thought themleves oblig’d to fup- 
port the Amfcafladcr. 1 he Treatment of Rouvrai % 
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Body after hb was aflafiinated, prov’d plain enough 
that he was murdred by Order of Cardinal Francis 
Barbarini, the Pope's Favourite Nephew, or his Bro¬ 
ther Don Thadeo, Prefe& of Rome, who both hated 
d* Etrees \ and the Truth is, the Barbarims own’d 
afterwards that the Murder coft them 2000 Crowns. 
Scots the Pope’s Nuntio in France, being remonftrated 
to on this fuojett, anfwer’d, That they cou 9 d not with¬ 
out the foulefl Calumny attribute fo black an Affair 
to a Cardinal of fo known Integrity, and fo Ange¬ 
lical a Life . However, Cardinal Francis's Re¬ 
venge was his Mafter in the Bufinefs of Rouvrai. 
Ana the Marefchal d 9 Etrees had Orders not ro 
have any Audience of the Pope or his Nephew, till 
Lewis had fatisfaftion for the . Indignities, put 
upon his Minifter. Richlieu was in hopes that the 
Clergy of France who had feveral Reafons not to 
be fatisfy’d with the Court of Rome , wou’d have 
joyn’d with him to mortify Vrban , but Scott, the 
Pope’s Nuntio, by means of the Cardinal de la 
Rochfaucault and other Prelates devoted to the Papal 
See, disappointed all his Projefts, which fo irritated 
Richlieu , that he caus’d Chavigni to tell the Nuntio, 
Tou may write to Rome, that the King has fo much 
Right to revenge the Death of Rouvrai, was not his 
Majefly ref rain'd by his natural Moderation , that 
he might fend his Officers to infult Monfieur Scoti 
m his Houfe , and perhaps have him cudgel'd on the 
Pontneuf. The Nuntio reply’d to Chavigni , That 
the Turks durfi not threaten the Venitian Minifter 
fo, whofe Injolence was known to all Enrope. Th e 
King afterwards fent Scoti an Order to abflain 
from Audience, but he refus’d to receive it, and 
his Servant flung it into the Mafler of the Cere¬ 
mony’s Coach, who wou’d have left it in his Holile. 
This Feud went fo far that they talk d at the 
Court of France of calling a National Synod, and 
even a General Council, but ’twas not in Richlieu 9 s 
Power, as great as 'twas, to do either, for there was 
a Party among’ft the GalUcan Clergy, who ftidded 
hard for the Papal Authority, and that which he? 
headed in Qppofition, cou’d not carry their Point. 

H h * * 
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1 have already made fome mention of Madamoi- 
felle de Hautefort , and Monfieur de Cinqmars , the 
King’s Male and Female Favourites. Hautefort was 
encourag’d by the Cardinal to drive the thoughts 
of la Faiette out of the King’s Head, but fhe foon was 
gain’d over by the Queen, and Richlieu refolv’d 
to punifh her and her Confident Chemeraut as In-' 
grates. The Cardinal having fuch ill fuccefs with 
Women Favourites, thought it his Intereft to give 
the King one of his own Sex in the room of the 
Duke de St 0 Simon, for Lewis muff have a Favou¬ 
rite of one Sex or the other He pitch’d upon 
Monfieur de Cinqmars , the Marefchal d’ EJfiat’s Son, 
in hopes that out of Gratitude for his own and his 
Father’s Elevation he wou’d entirely depend upon 
him. He was made Mafter of the Horfe by the De- 
miffion of the Duke de Bellegarde \ the King quickly 
fhew’d an Extraordinary Kindnefs to him, his Amia¬ 
ble Qualities gain’d him his Majefty’s good Graces 
to fuch a degree, that ’twas not long before Richlieu 
grew jealous of him. Upon the Cardinal de la 
V<'alette's Death, Richlieu fent the King a Lift of the 
vacant Benefices, which he had held, to be dif- 
pos’d of. A final! Abby was all he intended for 
the new Favourite’s Brother ; his Majefty was fo 
offended at it, that he tore the Paper, and imme¬ 
diately gave the Abbot d* Effat one of the befi: 
Abbeys the Cardinal dela V'alette had poffefs’d. The 
King defign'd the Cap for his Favourite’s Brother, 
and us’d to call him the Little Cardinal ; all which 
terribly allarm *d Richlieu . He gave Cinqmars to un- 
derftand his Favour came by his means, and he ex- 
pe&ed another fort of Condutt from him. Cinq¬ 
mars thinking himfelf fure of the King, defy'd him. 
Lewis bid him not go fo fad. I love you as well as 
you can wifi. fays he, and I hate the Cardinal mor¬ 
tally *, however , if you fall out with him , don’t think 
that / will ft and by you againH him *, J will never 
injure my jftffairs for the fake of any Body what foe- 
ver , they are in fuch a Pofture that I cannot pan with 
my Minifter. The King s good Advice was a fure 
fign that he lov’d Cinqmars as well as he ft id he 
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did, bat he was too Vain and too Proud to follow 
it. His Friends all gave him the fame wholefome 
Counfel, but he wou’d nutTubmit to the Cardinal, 
and hardly to the Kiyg, as will appear by a Let¬ 
ter Lewis wrote fometime after to Richlieu on the 
fabjeft of Cinq mart's Behaviour. 1 am firry to im¬ 
portune you about Afonfieur Le Grande ill Humours, 
sit his return from Ruel he gave me the Pacquet you 
fent me. Monfieur the Cardinal ,[aid I to him , tells 
me you have declar’d a great Readinefs to pleafe 
me in every things however, you do not do it 
in a thing I defir’d him to fpeak to you about. He 
faid fimething of it > reply’d he, but 1 cannot do 
otherwife , nor be more Laborious than 1 have been \ 
1 was troubled at his Difcourfe, and told him,Idlenefs 
does not become a Man of a Condition, who ought 
to Qualify himfelf for the Command of Armies, ad¬ 
ding, you have declar’d to me often that that was 
your Defign. I don't aim fo high , fays he very briskly, 

1 am fatisfy’d to the contrary, faid /, and woif cl not 
pufh that any farther*, then returning to the Article 
of Lazinefs, I told him , ’Twas a Vice that render’d 
a Man incapable of any Thing that’s good. Let 
the People of the Marfi, ( a quarter of Paris fi 
call'd where rvafihe Hotel d’ Effiat) give themfelves 
up entirely to Pleafure, you was bred among them; 
If you relolve to continue that way of living, you 
had e’en as good go and live with’em again. With 
all my Heart , fays he very arrogantly. I nude 
anfwer, If I was notwifer than you, I know what 
I fhou’d reply to you, ought you to talk after 
this Rate to a Mafter who has done fo much for 
you? Our Spark anfwer’d me after his ufu&l Cu- 
itom, I don 9 t value what you have done for, me 7 1 
can eafily be without it^and can as willingly be Cinq- 
mars as Monfieur Le Grand. In fiorty I cannot 
live other wifey and will not alter. We continu’d 
wording of it till we came to the Court of the 
Caftle. If you are of that Humour,you will 
pleafe me if you do not come into my Pre fence, He 
reply d y What you willy Sir. And I haV*. not feen 
him fince. x All this part, Gordes being by, to whom 
Hhi I 
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I read what I write ypu, and he juftifies it to be all 
True. 

This Arrogant Dialogue between Cinqmars and 
his-Mailer happen d before Richlieu fell out with 
Le Grand, as he was call’d alfo on Account of 
his Office, and he endeavour’d, or pretended to 
endeavour, to keep them Friends. This Difpute 
was refer \i by both Lewis and his Favourite to the 
Cardinal. Cinqmars wrote this to him about it. 


My Lord, 

/ Am in extream Confvfion to think that your Emi¬ 
nence Jhou'd have a continual din in your Ears 
of Complaints again ft me. There mujt be fame End 
or other put to it* Rather than have recourfe to q 
long and ufelefs Justification , I will own my felf 
Guilty tho ’ 1 do not know my fault. By this , my 
Lord , I demand of your Eminence that you will 
no longer hearken to your Goodnefs for rae^ but pre- 
fering y ur Repofe to my Advantage , woud think 
of this Matter as the Kings Anger woud have 
you. I wou’d not have your Eminence lo<$ upon it 
as a fally of Paffion which 1 may repent of. 1 have 
JcriouJly confider'd every thing , and protefl I am not 
afraid of the Confequence provided the King does not 
take an Averfion to me, and will remember that I 
flail be eternally his meit humble Servant. 


To JDes fJoyerS) Secretary of State, he wrote a$^ 
follows: 


ST* HE, Extremity to which you fee me reduc'd) may 
make you judge the Condition J am in. I con¬ 
jure you by all the Friendflp you ever had for me , 
to confent that there may be an end of the refera¬ 
ble Life J lead . Confult with his Eminence what 
is to be done to get me cut of it , and prevent the 
Kings perfecuting me with his Averfmn That's all 
I demand) all J defire. 


The 
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The young Rake wou’d not have his Matter be¬ 
lieve he cou’d @r wou’d turn his Head to Bufinefs, 
he wou’d be Belov’d on his own Terms or not at 
all. Tis not likely fuch a Lazy Thoughtlefs Crea¬ 
ture fhou’d long maintain him(elf,when the Minifter 
was as much againft him, as he was at hrft for him . $ 

Towards the latter end of the Year 1*3$, the 
Normans took Arms to defend themfelves againft 
the infufferable Violence of the Tax-Gatherers. 
Richlieus Miniftry was become fo generally Odious, 
that the Parliament of Roan and the Gentlemen of 
Normandy wink’d at this Inforrettion, in hopes it 
wou’d embarrafs him. During the Campaign, 
the Court was alfo forc’d to let the pretended Re¬ 
bels alone ^ but after’twas over, Seguier^ the Chan¬ 
cellor , was fent to Normandy with Collonel Gaffion 
and his Regiment, to deftroy thofe Miferable 
Wretches, whom the Taxes had impoverilh’d. The 
Chancellor’s Com million was executed as Jeffery? 
executed his in the Weft of England , and Gaffion fe- 
conded him as Kirk did Jeffery :. As foon as lie came 
with his Soldiers to Roan , he interdufled the Parlia¬ 
ment and Courts of Juftice, revok’d the Privileges of 
the City, and Confilcated the Revenues ; after that 
he condemn’d feveral Citizens and others to the 
Gibbet and Wheel, and caus’d fo general a Terror 
thro 5 the whole Province cANormandy, that a great 
Number of the Inhabitants fled to England and 
the Ides of Guernfey and Jerfey . He order’d the 
Walls of fome Towns to be raz’d, and every where 
were to be feen the Bloody marks of his Power, 
This Chancellor of France , this Prote&or of the 
French Academy, to whom that Society rais’d fo 
many Altars of Flattery being one of the tiioft 
cruel and flavifh Minifters that ever a&ed under a 
Tyranny fo iutollerable as was that of Richlieus. 

Having made fome mention of the War between 
France and Spain , and Difficulties the Cardinal 
met with in carrying it on, I lhall now take no¬ 
tice of fome Secret Steps towards a Peace in the Year 
1*4.0, when the Arms of France had not all the Sue-* 
cefs that was expe&ed The Court being at Soiff 
H h 4. fons 
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font) Richlieu went to Blerancourt under pretence 
of making a Vifit to the Marquis de Tremes's 
Brother, where was Breth , Agent of the Low- 
Countries at the Court of Madrid, whom the Count 
Duke d y Olivarez .the King of Spain’s Prime Mi- 
’ nifter, had order’d to confer privately with the 
Cardinal Duke de Richlieu upon fome Propofals of 
Peace between the two Crowns. Breth demanded 
as Preliminaries, That Lorraine Jhoud be reftord to 
the Duke , Brifac to the Emperor , and what the 
Dutch had taken in Brafil to the Spaniards. The 
Cardinal rejefted thefe Demands, and ask’d Breth 
if he had no Power to enter into a Negotiation on 
other Propofitions, the Flemand declaring he had 
not, Richlieu told him that the King’s Pretenfions 
to Lorraine were fo juft, the Catholick King ought 
to fupport his Majefty in them , adding further. 
He Jhoud be glad that the exemplary PuniJJjment 
cf the Duke of Lorraine, wou'd teach all little Princes , 
that they Jhall not with Impunity offend a Puifjant 
Crown . Here’s Richlieu that good Prieft’s excellent 
Realbning and Divinity: For God’s Sake are not 
little Princes as much Princes as great? Muft they 
they lofe their Rights and Poffeffions becaufe great 
Princes have taken Offence? Muft not the Fre?ich 
King be put out of Humour but at the Expence 
of two or three Dutchies? 

On the 2 1 ft of September , this Year 1^40, was 
Born Philip Duke of Anjou, upon the Death of his 
Unkle Gafion , made Duke of Orleans by his Bro¬ 
ther Lewis the XIVth. The Prince of Ccnde was 
then holding an Affembly of the States oi Langue¬ 
doc, and tho’ the Birth of another Prince made 
his Succefiion to the Crown more diftant, yet he 
had fo well learn’d the Art of Flattery, that he cou d 
not help fhewing it in this Extraordinary manner 
to the Affembly. 41 The taking of Anas and 
€C Turin , is not equal to the happinefs of having 
another Son born to our King ; it fecures the State 
u like a Pillar of perpetual fecurity againft all ill 
Events. We cannot doubt of the good Succefs 
of the Pubhck Affairs. Good Fortune and the 
> King’s 
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King’s Valour, the Miraculous Condutt of Mon- 
cc fieur the Cardinal gives us continual Afiurances 
“ of Tt, and that nothing is impofiible under fuch 
<c Divine, fuch Happy, fuch Prudent, and fuch Cou- 
ct ragious Dire&ions. ” This Speech is made by 
the firft Prince of the Blood in-France, and is not 
out done by the mofl Impertinent of all Richlieu s 
Flatterers. 

The Catalans and Portuguefe having thrown off 
the Spanijh Yoke, were both affifted by the French. 
So far have the latter been from encouraging Paf. 
five Obedience in the Subjefts of their Neighbr’ing 
Princes. But the Joy of this Embarras given to 
the Affairs of Spain, was not fo transporting to the 
Cardinal, as that of marrying his Neice, the Mare- 
fchal de Breve's Daughter, to the Duke d' Enghicn 
afterwards the famous Prince of Conde. The ex¬ 
pence of one Entertainment at the Celebrating of 
thefe Nuptials^ coft the Proud Prieft a Million. 
Enghicn was forc’d by his Father to marry this 
Woman. A match fo Scandalous to a Prince of 
his Birth, that ’twas thought he wou’d never have 
comply’d with it, and it is (aid Enghien was bully’d 
into by it by the Cardinal *, foi coming to tell him 
he was engag’d to another, and feeing Richlieu 
whifper to the Captain of his Guards, he was afraid 
of being Arrefted. and inftead ofreje&ing her, told 
Richlieu he was come to thank him for the Ho¬ 
nour he did him in offering him his Neice. The Car¬ 
dinal to?k him at his Word, and the Articles were 
fign'd immediately. The Prince of Conde, th.e Duke’s 
Father, whom the Cardinal fupported in plunder* 
ing the Provinces by railing Money of the States, 
under the notion of Free Gifts, was very earned 
for the Marriage, as may be leen by a Letter he 
wrote to the Cardinal fome time before Tou know 
that I de fire but one thing in all the World , which 
is to place what is ?noft dear to me in your Houfe . 
/ hops you will continue to love me, y tis my only 
happinefs , Again, I have no Defign, and but one 
Pretence in the World, which is to enter into your 
Allmce , Thus does one of the firft Princes of the 

Houfe 


474 Th* Secret Hijfory 

Houfe of Bourbon court a Prieft, who by the 
weaknefs of his Mafter is become a Terror to 
the Royal Family it felf # >Ti$ faid that Enghien 
in the fright the Cardinal’s whifpering to the 
Captain of his Guards put him into, fell upon 
his Knees to demand his Neice in Marriage. He 
was charg’d with it in Parliament, but the Prince 
gave the Perfon that faid it the Lye. Richlieu 
paffionately defir’d the Marriage of his Niece with 
the Duke d’ Enghien in hopes that it wou’d be an 
Addition to his Intefeft in carrying his Ambitious 
Project of the Regency, which was never out 
of his Head, but it was not without great Anxiety 
of Mind, that he* faw the Count de Soijfons , the 
Duke de Bouillon , and the Duke de Guife in a 
ftritt Union at Sedan . There were feveral other 
dilcontented Dukes, as V endome , Epernon , de la 
Valette^ and _ feveral great Lords in France that 
fhew'd a Diipofition to joyn in with any Party 
againft him. . 

"The Cardinal cry’d out, That Sedan was as bad 
as Rochelle, that in good Policy it ought not to be 
endur'd, and that the King was pofitively refolv’d to 
have an end of thefe Caballings. About this time 
a Gentleman difpatch’d by the Duke de Soubiz.* in 
England , with Letters to his Friends in France , 
was feiz’d in Normandy and fent to the Baftille. 
He confefs’d at his Examination that the Count 
de Soijfons held Correfpondence with Soubize, or 
rather Richlieu to blacken the Count and*render 
him more Odious to the King got him to confefs 
it, and then reprefented the Matter to Lewis as 
malicioufly as his Fraud and Hatred cou’d make it. 
The Count complain’d of the Falfhood of the Ca¬ 
lumny, and fent his Confident Campion with Letters 
to the King and Cardinal in his own Vindication. 
Campion found the King very much fet againft Soijfons . 
He gave his Majefty the Letter, and fpoke in behalf 
of his MUfter. Monfieur the Count , lays the King, 
Does very well to Vindicate himfelf, but he does it a 
little too late , why did he not write to me fooner . 
Campion reply’d with a great deal of warmth, That 
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he Woiid anfiver with his Head for his Mailer's In¬ 
nocence. Lewis pardon’d his Zeal and faid, / will 
confide? what's to he done and write to the Count . 
Compion , was to go from him to the Cardinal 
at Ruel . Lewis took Care to give Richlieu Notice of 
every thing that pafs’d, and when Campion had de¬ 
liver’d the Cardinal the Count’s Letter,Richlieu faid, 
J am forry the A ecu fat ion againft Monfieur the Count 
is fo firong j the Depofitions are fo clear n and fo cer¬ 
tain, ) that he will find a hard Matter to refute them. 
Then he order’d des Noyers, Secretary of State, 
to read them. Ah Sir, reply’d Campion , Cannot 
one make a Wretch in the Baftille fay what he plea - 
fes ? He will not dare to ajfert before upright Jud¬ 
ges , that Monfieur the Count holds Intelligence with 
the Dukes Soubrize and de la Valette whom he hates . 
'Tis a plain Calumny which the Count can eafiiy dif- 
prove ! Good God, what Times do we live in ? the 
Man of the mofi Honour m the World will not hereafter 
be Jafe from the Malice of his Enemies. Richlieu 
reply'd very coldly, / am Monfieur the Counts molt 
humble Servant > and wou'dfeign believe him Innocent j 
ajfiure him from me that ’ tis not my Fault the Kin? 
does not think him fo . Several Letters pafs’d be¬ 
tween the Count and the Court on this Occafion. 
The former rather than lie under this Scandal, de¬ 
manded the Affair fnou’d be brought before the 
Parliament of Paris, the Cardinal knowing what 
Artifices had been us’d to procure the Depofitions^ a- 
gainfi the Count chofe rather to let the King make 
as if he believ’d Soiffons innocent. 

We have mention’d the Duke de Guifies being 
at Sedan, where the Count de Soiffons and the Duke 
de Bouillon enter’d into an Agreement to fupporteach 
others Intereft, and to endeavour the Ruin of Rich-, 
lieu. Both of them fign’d it, fo did the Duke de 
Guife-j it was fent to the Emperor and the Car¬ 
dinal Infant, Governor of the Low Countries > who 
promis’d: to aflift them with 7000 Men each. Bou¬ 
illon fortify’d Sedan, and rais’d Men in the Country 
of Liege, the Spaniards engaging to fupply the 
Duke with 200000 Crowns for thole Levies, . But as. 

their 
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their Cuftom was, fell fhort of their Promifes which 
more than once fpoil’d a very good Defign form'd 
againft Richlieu s Tyranny, Richlieu to find out the 
bottom of the Intrigues of the Princes at Sedan , en¬ 
deavour’d to engage the famous Colonel Gajfion to 
aft the Part of a Spye. Gajfion was in his Winter 
Quarters on thofe Frontiers, he had devoted himfelf 
to the Service of the Cardinal, who therefore be¬ 
liev’d he might engage him to do any thing, and in 
this Belief wrote him the following Letter. 


IN all Times of Peace your Company will be defird 
^ here ; the King who woud have you with his Ar¬ 
mies when they are upon Atlio'rty woud not deprive 
you of the Pleafure which the common Repofe brings 
with it. I have told you what his Defign was , come and 
tell him what you think oj it , your Journey flsall not be 
unprofitable ; if there are Favours to be difpens'd with 
I will give you my Word you flsall not be forgotten *, 
your Pre fence may create fuch Thoughts as do not anfe 
but upon fight of the Objefts. In a Word, you fhall be 
as well fatisjy'd with the Court as they are with 
you . 


Gajfion who had talk’d fomewhat freely of the 
Cardinal’s well-belov’d Coufin the Marefchal de la 
Meilleraie , fufpefted there was fomething more than 
ordinary in Richlieu s wonderful Courtily,and v/ou’d 
not Air till he was convinc’d that it was not a 
Snare. Richlieu wrote him a longer and more 
prefiing Letter, upon which Gajfion haften’d to Ruel, 
After fome general Compliments, the Secretary des 
Noyers began to Sift him. Dear Friend , (aid he y 
The State and Fortune are at work for you y give your 
felf up entirely toMonfieur the Cardinal ^approve without 
examining Things of whatever he Jhall propofe to you . 
What the Mafs , replysGaflion,who was a Proteftant? 
No No fays the Secretary, There's no Talk of that 
noWy Tis Faith Humaney that's requir'd of you . Des 

Noyers 
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Noyers introduc’d him then to the Cardinal, faying, 
My Lord, Here’s a Gallant Man, on whofe Bravery 
and Fidelity your Eminence may depend. I wijb for 
nothing mre, replys Richlieu, and having Sworn hinv 
to Secrecy he went on. I have Enemies Monfieur 
de Gaffion, you know them and they know you, they 
will do their tttmofi to engage you on their Side a• 
gainfl me, and involve you under falfe Pretences in 
the Defigns they are forming againfi the King and the 
State. Ifiou dbe in Defpair to fee you embrace an 
Unfortunate and Criminal Party *, I thought fit to 
give you Warning that you might not fall into their 
Snares. God forbid I Jhou'd fee a Man I Love fo Well 
ruin’d by them. Be plain with me-, are you free, tell 
me truly, can you engage your Jelf wholly tome* My 
Lord, lays Gaffion, 1 am perfectly devoted to your 
Eminence, fince I am fo Happy as to have found fo 
good a Mafler, I Swear upon Honour I will never 
have another ^and your Eminence may command me to do 
whatever you pleafe , 1 will venture my Life to oblige 
you . There’s nothing alfo, reply’d the Cardinal, that 
I will not do to ferve you. Richlieu pull'd a Ring 
of great Price off hisFinger,and gave it the Collonel. 
Adding, They are only Trifles, yqu flail fee 'how I 
Love my Friends when they are Men of Merit . 
The Cardinal laid no more at that time, and Ber - 
gere, Gaffion’ s Brother, endeavouing to diffwade him 
from giving himfelf up fo entirely to a Minifter 
odious to all France, Do not talk to me, replys the 
Collonel, The Bufinefs is done, l am Monfieur the 
Cardinal’s , Nor God nor the Devil ffjall hinder it. A 
rare Proteftant this. However when the Cardinal 
came to make the Propofol of his pretending to fide 
with the Princes at Sedan, on purpofe to betray them, 
Gajflon was, as it were, ftruck Dumb with Horror of 
the bafenefs of this Firil and Sovereign Minifter of 
France. After he had been Silentfome time and had 
been reproach’d by Richlieu for receiving the Propo¬ 
rtion fo coldly, he recover’d himfelf and faid, My 
Lord, depend upon it. my Life and Death are at your 
Service, but let me ferve you without Intrigue and 
without Treachery. I will give you a good Account 


47 S The Secret HiJlorj 

of your EnemeSy but I wou'd have them mine alfo . 
Richlieu anfwer’d, The King will beferv’d in his own 
wayy and has wherewithal to recotnpence thofe that 
ferve him. Des Noyers fell upon him afterwards, 
and Gaffion reply’d, No Treachery Siry fair War lam 
for. As to my Life and Death they are not my orvn 7 
I have jacrifis'd every thing to Monfieur the Cardi 
nal. One wou’d think the Cardinal fhou’d have 
been confounded, to have met with a Colonel of the 
Army who abhor’d a thing he had propos’d to him, 
to find a Soldier receive with Indignation a bafe 
Propofa! made by a Prieft. But the Quality of the Mi- 
nifter folv’d all and the Prefervation of the Miniftry, 
like the good of the Church, juftifies all Wickednefs 
where the Richlieu s prevail. The Cardinal told 
him at laft, Tou will not fo foon advance your For¬ 
tune , but you rvill at leaft preferve my Efteem . He 
alfo gave him 2000 Crowns tor fear he fhou’d Tattle 
of it. This way of corrupting Officers he often at¬ 
tempted, and with more Succefs than in the Affair 
of Gajfton. Another inftance of which was his 
courting the Baron de Sirot 7 after he had a«long 
while negletted him. His Creature des-Noyers , 
Secretary of State,introduc’d the Baron, who thank’d 
his Eminence for the Honour he did him to number 
him among his Servants. I heartily defire you to be my 
Friendy fays Richlieu, and as a Proof that lamyour 
l will give you a Penfion of 1000 Crowns , and make 
your Fortune. The Baron reply’d, Tour Eminence's 
too great Goodnefs confounds me 7 1 am at your 
Command entirely , and jhall be to the laft Day of 
my Li fey your moft Humble Servant. At thefe words 
the Cardinal embrac’d and kifs'd him, laying^ He 
depended on his Word. 

Richlieu being apprehenfive that Cafar , Duke of 
rendome, the king’s Natural Brother, held Intelli¬ 
gence with the Princes at Sedariy refolv’d to 
have his Perfon feiz'd, or to force him to leave the 
Kingdom. In order to this, he got a couple of Raf- 
cals out of the Goal of Vendome to inform againft 
the Duke, as if he wou d have hir’d them to Affafii- 
nate the Cardinal. Cafar hearing of the Minifters 
Proceedings, fent the Dutchefs his Wife and his Two 
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Sons* the Dukes de Mercaur and 'de Beaufort , to de* 
fire that he might come and declare his Innocence 
to the King and Cardinal, and that they wou’d not 
hearken to the Accufationof fuch infamous Rogues. 
Ricblieu took him at his word, and the King 
fent him Orders to appear, but Vendome repent¬ 
ing of that Offer, came to a Refolution to leave 
France rather than expofe himfelf to the Danger 
of fo long and fo hard an Imprifonment as he had 
already endur'd at the inftigation of the Cardinal-, 
and fearing he fhou’d be poiion’d at Vincennes or the 
BaiHlle , as his Brother the Grand Prior was, he chofe 
to follow the Duke de la Valette's Example, and 
made his Efcape to England , not thinking himfelf 
oblig’d to keep his Word given rafljly , fays my Au¬ 
thor, to a Prince govern d by the moft perfidious and 
moft revengeful Alan in the World. As foon as News 
came that he was gone, a Commiflion was imme¬ 
diately iflu’d out to form a Procefs againft him. 
His Wife and Children were banifh’d to Touraine y 
Judges were nam'd to try Coefar in his Abfence,Z>n7/V 
the Juft taking on himfelf the Office of Prefident of 
the Court, compos’d of the Duke de Ventadour , 
the Duke de Vfez,, the Duke de Luines , and the 
Duke de Chaulnes 0 the Marefchals de la Force and 
de Chatillon , Monfieur de Cinfmars , the Favourite, 
the Chancellor Seguier and others. When the Court 
was fat the Chancellor made a Speech to them, 
which he concluded with this Remarkable Circum- 
fiance, That when Monfieur de Vendome went to 
wait upon the Queen Mother at London , he fpoke to 
her thus. See , Madam , a poor baniffd Mart accus'd 
of an Attempt which he had rather had been executed 
than talk'd of. *Tis true y fays the King, I have a 
Letter of it. Juft as the Court, all prepar'd before 
hand, was about to give Sentence, a Man brought a 
Letter to the Chancellor who open’d it and read it, 
and then going up to the Kiug, whifper’d fomething 
to him. Lewis rofe and commanded the reft to keep 
their Places. The King, the Chancellor, the Superin- 
tendant of the Finances, and des-Noyers , the Secre¬ 
tary, talk’d together in the corner of the Room with 
a great deal of A&ion, as if they were perfwading 
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him to fomewhathe did not like. When his Maje- 
fly took his Place again, he faid Gentlemen, 7 he 
Cardinal begs me to Pardon Monfieur de Veodome, 1 
am not for it, I ought to ProteEb thofe that ferve me 
with the AffeStion and Fidelity that Monfieur the Car¬ 
dinal does. If I don't take care to punifl all Attempts 
againjl his Perfon , where flail I find Ministers to 
manage my Affairs with the fame Courage and Faith: 
fulnefs -, I have propos'd an Expedient to the Chancellor., 
which is to take that Matter to my felf, and fufpend 
the Difinitive Judgment : According as the Duke de 
Vendome behaves himfelf j I flail Pardon or Condemn 
him. u Poor Prince, adds my Author , Does he not 
“ fee how they play upon him, and how grofly they 
“ abufe his Simplicity.” Cou’d he imagine thatfo 
many Lords and Lawyers as were there did not per¬ 
ceive that Richlieu and his Creatures vVere laying all 
the Odium of his Unnatural Treatment of his Bro* 
ther for the fake of his Minifter on himfelf. Sure 
fome Miniftersdo not think Subjedls have Brains, or 
indeed Eyes, and that they can command their Sen- 
fes and their Underftandings as well as their Per- 
fons. 

Mention has been made of the feizing the Duke of 
Lor nine' s Territories by Lea is the- Juft ^ Duke 
Charles had ever (ince liv’d a wandering Life, very ill 
fupported by the Germans and Spaniards . He had a 
Miltrefs, which in that Country they call Femme de 
Campagne , who hop'd if ihe cou'd prevail on the 
Duke to fubmit to whatever ConditionFnwce Ihou’d 
impofe on him, Lewis wou’d order his Minifter at 
Rome to follicite the Diflolution of his Marriage with 
the Dutchefs Nicole , that he might marry her. Duke 
Charles having begun a Secret Negotiation,Gwzfecra;e 
his Miftrefs perfwaded him, that if he went in Perfon 
to the Court of France he wou’d obtain betterTerms. 
Accordingly he arriv’d at Paris in March 1*41, and 
was receiv d with great Marks of Diftinflion; when 
he had his firft Audience of the King, he fell thrice 
upon his Knees, and humbly demanded Pardon. 
Coufin, fays his Majeft^, All 'that's part is forgot, l 
flail now think of nothing but to give you Tokens of my 

Friend* 
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Friendfljlp'. He then went to Compliment the Queen, 
and Lewis conduced him to the Apartment of the 
Dauphin and Duke of Anjou \ but Duk e Charles foon 
faw that all the CarefTes he met with were nothing 
but Diffimulation and Grimace, The Treaty he was 
to fign was prepar’d for him. The very firft words of 
it fhew’d the Hardfhips put upon him were fuch as 
cou’d not but be grating tb a Man of Honour. Lew - 
is the Juft by this Treaty, Hook away a great part of 
the Duke’s Territories, to which he had no manner 
of Right, and oblig’d hint lat all times to joyn his 
Arms with his/againft all Princes and States whatfo- 
ever, as his Majefty fhou’d require. Yet fee the 
Preamble of the Treaty, where will be feen how 
wicked Minifters make weak Princes prevaricate 
both with God and Man. Duke Charles 0/Lorraine 
having feeveral times declar'd to the King his true Re¬ 
pentance for his ill Conduct theft laft Ten or Twelve 
Tears towards his Majefty^ and being come in Perfon 
to befeech his Majefty to forgive and pardon whatever 
Defepair has made him'Jap or do in Prejudice of the Re- 
fepeU he acknowledges that he owes the King , and the 
Affurances he ha r given to be for the future infee- 
perable from all the Interefts of this Crown y have feo 
touch'd his Adajefty that he readily gave way to 
thofe Chriftian Sentiments and thofe motions of 
Grace which it pleas'd God to give him on this 
feubjett. In which Confederation as he prays the Di¬ 
vine Goodnefes to Pardon him his Offences , feo he with 
all his Heart feorgets thofe that may have been com¬ 
mitted by the Sieur Duke . What Hypocritical 
Jargon i^ here? As if it vtfas a Sin againft God 
for the Duke of Lorraine to have offended the 
Trench King. In the mean while Cantecrolx afted 
the Soveraign in Lorraine Under the Protection of 
the French . She was fo Cruel as to get one of 
<£he Duke’s Kalet de Chambres to be condemn’d to 
be Hangd for having imprudently call’d her the 
Dake's femme de Campagne . When the Duke came 
to Lorraine , the People were overjoy’d at his re¬ 
turn, their Arclarnations were very extraordinary, 
God feave and blej's my Lord the Duke , his Two 
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Wives and his Daughter . Neither Charles nor Lems 
intended to keep the Treaty any longer than they 
thought it for their Intereft. 

We have not omitted to follow the Fortunes 
of the wretched Mother of Lewis the Juft , whom 
his Minifter drove from Country to Country in a 
moft Cruel Banifhmenr. While (lie was at Lon - 
don, fhe was the fir ft that Negotiated the Affair 
of the Marriage of the Prmcefs Mary her Grand- 
Daughter to the Prince of Orange* She did it in 
hopes of obliging that Prince to procure for her a 
Retreat in the VnitedProvinces, but the States were 
afraid of offending Richlieu, who had artfully form’d 
a Party in the Houfe of Commons againft Mary 
de Medicis . The Rabble lurrounded her Houfe to 
force her to deliver up the Popiflj Priefts whom 
fhe harbour’d. The King order’d the Earl of Dor - 
fet. Lord Lieutenant of Middlefex , to Guard her; 
he accordingly fenta ioo Men, who cry’d out they 
did not know what Bufinefs they had to Guard 
Strangers. Richlieu’s Friends of the Puritan Party 
in the Houfe of Commons, made a motion for an 
Addrefsto the King, in Coniunftion with the Lords, 
to remonftrate that the Prefence of his Mother- 
in-Law gave encouragement to the Papifts , and 
to pray his Majefty to defire her to leave the 
Kingdom. The King of Spain refus’d to admit 
her to come to the Low Countries again, for that 
fhe left them before in fo unhandfome a Manner. 
The Dutch excus’d themfelves, and fhe was glad 
to get a poor Retreat at Cologne having receiv’d 
a fmall Prefent of the Parliament of England for 
the expence of her removing thither. She now 
demanded nothing of her Son and Richlicu but to 
receive her Revenues and live upon them in any 
Country except Italy , that was in Alliance with „ 
France. But Richlieu was Inexorable, his Mafter^ 
Inflexible, and Mary de Medicis was to live the 
reft of her Life a lad Example of the Cruelty of 
undutiful Children and Tyrannical Minifters. 

Having mention’d the Defigns forming againft 
the Cardinal at Sedan , ’tis fit we fhou’d relate die 
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Succefs of them. The Minifter was willing the 
Princes fhou'd be driven to Extremities, that 
he might have a pretence to deprive the Houfe of 
Bullion of the Sovereignty of that City, and there¬ 
fore promoted a Quarrel with the Count de Soif- 
fons 9 whom the Duke de Bullion joyn’d with, when 
he might eafily have made it up. But as his Ge¬ 
nius was rather for contriving vaft Projetts than 
for executing them, his Preparations to attack Se¬ 
dan and the Princes there, were in as little for- 
wardnefs as thofe for the War with Spain before- 
men cion’d; Lewis complain'd of it to Bullion , Su- 
perintendant of the Finances, who, to clear him- 
l'elf, told the King plainly, that the Marine and the 
Artillery [wallow'd up every thing. The Cardinal 
had the management of the one, and his Coufin 
the Marefchal de Meilleraie of the other. Bullion 
provok’d at the Reproaches his Mafter made him 
for Faults that were not his own. added further. 
That the Cardinal had begun the War for his own 
Inter eft. That the Kingdom was drain'd of Money , 
and if his Majefty did net give it Peace it woud 
be entirely ruin'd. He dy’d not long after, and the 
Finances continuing in the feme ill Condition, Lewis 
one Day told his Minifter what Bullion had feid 
to him. The Cardinal reply’d, Tou tell me of a - 
Man that cannot [peak for himfelf. I he King anfwer’d, 

I kept the Secret as long as he liv'd , as I gave 
him my word 1 wou'd at his earn eft entreaty , having 
remonftrated to me , that nothing cou*d fave him 
from Deftruttion if you fljoud know he had talk'd Jo 
to me. Does not this fhew what an Abfolute Ma¬ 
fter Richlieu was of both King and Kingdont? 
Was it not in Lewis’s Power to defend Bullion k« 
gainfl his Prime Minifter? Did he believe his 
Subjefts to be in fo miferable a Condition, and 
wou’d he ftill purfue the Meafures that made them 
fo? The Cardinal, as was his wonted Cuftom, 
caus'd the Parliament to proceed againft the Count 
de Soijfons , the Duk z de Bullion, and the Duke de 
Guife , who had in vain courted Gafior , Duke of 
Orleans , to joyn withthem. Gafion was fo bafe as 
Ii 2 iq 
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to inform againft them, and difcover the Propo 
fals that had been made him to that purpofe. The 
Rupture of the Count de Soijfons with Richlieu 
had like to have been more fatal to him than any 
other he had met with. The Duke de Bullion 
beat the Army that was fent againft him, but the 
Count being himfelf kill’d in the beginning of the 
Combat, the lofs of his Perfon did that Caufe 
more harm than the gaining of the Viftory did 
it good, which the Duke de Bullicn was fo fen- 
fible of, that he made bis Peace with the Court, 
but the Duke de Guife refufing to do fo, was con¬ 
demn’d to be Beheaded in Effigie. Cinqmars , the 
Favourite, had been invited into the Confederacy 
of the Princes at Sedan *, lie at firft refus d to hold 
any Intelligence with them, but the King having 
told him that Richlieu was become fo intolerable 
he wifh’d he was deliver’d of him, the Favou¬ 
rite thought the Count de So [(fans’5 Enterprize 
wou’d forward his Defign to effe<A if, and he willed 
well to it, if he was not AiTiftant in it. Cinq - 

mars, who was very Imprudent, reveal’d what 
the King had faid againft the Cardinal. Lems 
being told of it, deny’d it, and declar’d that ’t.was 
all of Cinqmars' s own making, but notwithftand- 
ing Lewis's denying it, the Cardinal believdit, 
and grew fo jealous of his Mafter, that he woo’d 
net enter the Louvre without his own Guards, 
and oblig'd the King to turn off feverai Officers, 
becaufe they had refus'd to devote themfelves fo 
entirely to him as he wou’d have had them. 

The Favourite Cinqmars did not give over his 
Intention to deftroy the Cardinal after the Count 
de Soijfonss Death. There happen’d at that time 
an Accident which irritated him more than ever 
againft him The Favourite us’d to make a third 
Man when the King and Cardinal held their moft 
Secret Counfels*, the latter difgufted with Cinq- 

mart, refolv’d to hinder it for the future, and bad 
a Friend of his teli him. He tr.ok it very ill that 
Alonficur de Cinqmars [Jjoud kearvays at his Heels 
when he went to dijeourfe the King about sJjfairs, to 

which 
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which thr Prefence of another was not neceffary. The 
Favourite furpriz’d at this MefTage, went imme¬ 
diately to des Noyers y Secretary of State, to de¬ 
mand the Reafon of it. The Cardinal, who was 
upon the watch with him, came prefentiy to the 
Secretary's, and treated Cinqmars as haughtily as 
if he had been one of his Valets, reproaching him 
with the Obligations he had lain upon him, and 
forbidding him ever to come to the King’s Coun¬ 
cil, adding, Go in and ask him if it is not his Plea• 
fure. CinqmarSyt nrag’d at this Treatment, vow’d 
the Deftruftion of Richlieu as foon as poflible, and 
refus'd the Government of Tour nine , in which was 
the Lordfhip of Cinqmars, revolving not to leave the 
Court unlefs he was driven from it. At this time 
de Thou, a Relation of the Duke de Bullion's, fet 
a Negotiation on Foot between them two, for ano¬ 
ther Enterprize againft the Cardinal no lefs than 
to kill him. Cinqmars propos’d to the Duke of 
Orleans to 'joyn with them, but he put off be¬ 
ing concern'd in the Bufinefs, which he gave 
them to underftand he heartily wilful was ac- 
complifh’d. 

Tho’ I do not enter into the detail of the Mi¬ 
litary Affairs of France , yet I fhail mention the 
Tragical Stpry of the brave Sr. preuil , Governor of 
Arra r, who having offended the Cardinal, and his 
Coufin the Marefchal de Meilleraie, by fome raih 
Expreffions, was to be another Sacrifice to the Mi- 
nifter’s Vengeance. The pretence was his being 
the Occafion of breaking the Capitulation of Ba- 
paume , a Town taken from the Spaniards by MeiU 
Urate, who had given a Convoy to the Garrifon 
toConduft them to Downy . But the Night com¬ 
ing on, the Commanding Officer thinking the 
Garrifon out of danger, left only a Trumpeter with 
them, and return’d to the Camp. The Governor 
of Arrat having notice that a Party of Men was 
on the march near that Place, and that they were 
an Enemy’s Party, he faliy’d out to ohferve them, 
and the two Parties engag’d before the Commanders 
jiad time to come to an Eclairciffemen\ Th$ 
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Spaniards were beaten and plunder’d, St. Preuil 
as foon as he knew his miftake acknowledg’d it to 
the Spanifl) Commander, who laid the Fault on the 
Trumpeter, who, it feems, was fo frighted that he 
had not done his Duty. The French Officer alfo 
promis’d full Satisfafhion for the Damage the Spa¬ 
niards had fuftain’d. The Spaniard and all his Infe¬ 
rior Officers fign’d a Paper, giving a fair Account 
of the Fa ft, and all in Favour of St. Prettily who 
was naturally of a fiery Temper, and had by his Paf- 
fion made himfelf Enemies among the Minifters. 
Des Noyers hated him for having can’d his Coufin 
Aubrai, Commiffary of War. This unhappy Event 
made St. Preuil's Friends apprehend it wou’d be 
taken as a Pretext to ruin him, and fome of them ad¬ 
vis’d him to ftand on his Guard in Arras , and if he 
niuft perifti, to do fo like a Man with his Sword in 
his Hand. God forbid, fays he, -That I Jhoidd take 
Arms againFt my King . Tis faid the Martfchal de 
Milleraie will Arreftmey Iflsallgo to him and fee if he 
will • AFetlleraie exclaim’d bitterly againft St. Freuil 
for having broken the Capitulation of Bapau^ e. 
But that was not enough to take him off, the Enemy 
having clear’d him of any ill Defign*, therefore des 
Noyers got an Information againft him, for having 
violated a Nun, whereas the truth was, he only 
fearchd a Nunnery at Dourlens for Arms, which he 
found there. The Secretary alfo charg’d him with 
banging a Fellow, that he might have the free Enjoy¬ 
ment of his Wife', but that Fellow was prov’d to 
have held Intelligence with the Spaniards . Never - 
theiefs thefe Pretences being urg’d againft him, and 
fome hot Attions in his Governments of Dourlens 
and Arrasy the Judges* pack’d for that purpofe out 
of the Prefidials of Amum and Abbeville , condemn’d 
him to Death. Be/lcjambe y Intendant of Picardy 
and Prefident of the Commiffion, was forc’d fo me 
Threats to bring them to it, and the Lieutenant Ge¬ 
neral of the Prefidial of Amiens , refus’d to the 
laft to Condemn him. But Richlieu had given the 
Judges their luftruftions, and his Head was Cut off 
at Amiens by the Sentence of tbofe Corrupt Judges. 
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He had been in the Service ever fince he wa$ 
Fourteen Years Old, and the Lieutentant General 
of the Prefidial of Amiens faid boldly at his 
Tryal, The leafi of his Services was enough to at¬ 
torn for the mofl Enormous Crime that was laid to his 
Charge. Every one that mentions this Monfieur de 
St. Preuil fpeaks of him as a very Gallant Man, as 
Liberal, Generous, and Brave as any Officer in the 
Armies of France, Qualities that are far from giving 
a Man Merit in the Opinion of fuch Minifters as the 
Cardinal de Richlieu* to wbofe Charge the Blood of 
this unhappy Gentleman muft be alfo laid. 

Having mention’d the Revolt of the Catalans, we 
muft add that Richlieu taking them into his Protect¬ 
ion, perfwaded the King his Mdfter to go in Perfon 
to Catalonia. The Cardinal’s Creatures were at the 
Head of Armies in Italy and the Low Countries. His 
Brother-In-Law the.Marefchal de Breze was declar’d 
Viceroy of Catalonia. The Marefchal de la Meillc - 
rale his Couftn, commanded an Army of 20000 Men 
defign’d for the Conqueft of Rouffillon. The Cardinal 
advis’d the King to take his Wife and Brother along 
with him, and the Dauphin and Duke of Anjou his 
Sons were to be put into the Hands of Cbavigm , Se¬ 
cretary of State, and Governor of the Caftle of Fin¬ 
ternes, who was at Richlieu s Devotion, as was to a 
moil fhameful Degree the Prince of Conde , whom 
Lewis appointed to Command in Paris , where the 
Chancellor, and others the C ardinals Confidents and 
Tools, were nam’d to be the Council. This Project 
occafion’d great Murmurings, the Minifter, faid the 
People,has made himfelf Mafter of the Kings Perfon, 
his Queens, his Two Sons and his Brothers, of all 
his Armies and Fleets, and of the beft Places, in the 
Kingdom* What can hinder his Abfolute Power if 
the King fhou’d dye in fo long and fatiguing a Jour¬ 
ney ? His fir ft Phyfician who faw he grew worfe in 
his Health, declar d it wou’d endanger his Liife. The 
Queen cry’d and faid fhe wou’d rather dye than part 
with her Children. Lems was mov’d by her Tears, 
and consented fhe (hou’d ftay with them at St. Ger- 
tnain^en-laie, and Richlieu, who by means of the 
1 i * Prince 
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Prince of Conde and his other Creatures, won’d be 
Mailer of Parh, and its Neighbourhood did not 
oppofe it. While Preparations were making for 
this Expedition, which was delay’d on account of 
the King’s frequent Indifpcntions, Cinqrnars founded 
him feverai times as to his Difpofition to Ruhlieu y 
but tho* he wou’d fonie times appear very angry 
with him, and hear any thing fa id again ft him, his 
Mind foon chang’d, and they wou’d prefently be as 
good Friends as ever. Lewis wou’d then fay to his 
Favourite, Remember what I toldyou^ if Monfieur the 
Cardinal declares himfelf openly your Enemy , / cannot 
keepyou about me . Depend upon it When the King 
was pretty well and thought himfelf able to Travel, 
he was fo fond of being himfelf the Conqueror of Ca¬ 
talonia, that he wou’d hear nothing againft Richlieu y 
Author of that Prc^fh When he was out of Order, 
and afraid that he fnou’d not be able to go thither in 
Perfon, he wou’d privately rail againft his Minifter 
to Cinqrnars. He did it once fo warfhly, that the 
Favourite having no room not to think him in ear- 
neft, boldly reprefented to him, In what Bondage the 
Cardinal held himjhat ?/Richlieu\f Project fucceeded y 
there wan'd not be an Army » nor Place at bis Difpofal in 
all his Kingdom . He wenrfo far as to propole to the 
King to kill him, offering to firike the Blow himfelf. 
Whether he agreed to the Propofal or not, I (hall 
not fan her examine than to fay that Cinqrnars at his 
Tryal affirm’d he did confirm, and that it is certain 
he was afterwards in greater Favour with Lewis t han 
ever, and the Cardinal in lefs Cinqrnars upon this 
Encouragement renew’d his Negotiations with the 
Duke of Orleans and Endian . De 7hou manag’d 
the Jnrrigue with the latter, and Fontrad'es with the 
former, in behalf of the Favourite, who was al¬ 
ways fluih’d upon any Marks he receiv’d of his Ma- 
jefty’s good Graces, and conceal’d as much as he 
cou’d the Mortifications he receiv’d from the King, 
who, on his part, did not care that the Courtiers 
fhou d know he had quarrel’d with a Man whom 
they fiw had fuch ail Afcendant over him, and that 
too when the King undertook his hit Expedition, 
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the Conquefl of Rouffillon and Catalonia , which made 
the World believe that having heard his Favourite’s 
Propofal to Murder the Cardinal before he began the 
Journey, he had not that abhorrence for it as was 
afterwards pretended. 

The Duke de Bullion wou’d not confent to the 
Affaflination, but he agreed to receive the Duke of 
Orleans and Cinqmars into Sedan , and to treat with 
Spain . De Thou wou’d not agree to either, but he 
conftnted to a Confederacy of the Dukes of Orle¬ 
ans and Bullion , with Cinqtnars and others, to hin¬ 
der the Cardinal’s- fecuring the Regency to himfelf, 
in cafe of the King’s Death. The Queen was a* 
fraid of the Cardinal’s ufing fome Violence towards 
her and her Children, and indeed of his murdering 
them and Gallon , to make way for the Duke de En • 
ghien to afcend the Throne, and place his Wife, 
Richlieus Niece, upon itr Certain it is, the Queen 
defir’d the Duke of Bullion to receive her and her 
Children"*into Sedan , if the King fhou’d do other- 
wife than well. This is attefted by Mcnfieur Lan - 
glade , Author of the Memoirs of the Duke de Bul¬ 
lion , printed with the Royal Licenfe at Paris in the 
Year 1 692. He adds. So much was 1 her Majefty per > 
[waded of the Card maps ill Intention and Power , that 
Jhe did not think any Place in France fafe for them. 

The Duke of Orleans and Cinqmars had a private 
Conference at Chilli y a fine Houfe which the Mare- 
fchal d’ Ejfiat) Cinqmarss Father, built in the 
Neighbourhood of Parts , when the Court pals’d by 
it to Fohtainbleau in their way to Languedoc . Ci>.q- 
man’s Defign was to engage the Duke to come 
to Lyons , where he intended to execute his En 
terprize again ft Ri chile u \ but neither the Duke of 
Orleans nor the Duke of Bullion wou’d appear 
there to Countenance his Bloody Attempt. Twas 
in this Journey that the Cardinal began openly to 
talk againft the Favourite to the King, and to per- 
fwade him to remove him from about his Perforr. 
He watch’d an Opportunity when his Majefty had 
a Fit of Superftition upon him, to reprefen iC'mq- 
wars'* debauch’d Life and Manners to him in the 
- ; . v •. ; worlt 
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worft Colours •, but Lewis , as Devout as he was, 
receiv’d his Remonftrances with great Sullennefs, 
and Rithheu retir’d in Extraordinary Confufion. 
Gajfion took Notice of it, the Cardinal made him 
follow the Court in order to ferve in Catalonia , the 
King out of Spite commanded him to return to the 
Army in the Netherlands , and feern’d to take Occa- 
fions to mortify Richlieu. Whether it was that the- 
Favourite bad fet his Matter entirely againft the Mini 
fter,or that Lewis was offended at the Cardinal’s Mag¬ 
nificence in Travelling, which was as great as his 
own, Richlieu feem’d now to be in worfe Terms 
with his Majefty than he had ever been during his 
Miniftry* The expence of Richlieu's Houfe amounted 
to a Thoufand Crowns a Day,his Train was fo nume¬ 
rous he was forc’d to take another Route, there not 
being room enough for his and the King’s on the fame 
Road. They had, however, Interviews at Briare , 
Cones and Moulins , where he again made fome un- 
fuccefsful attempts to ruin Cinqmars with his Ma¬ 
jefty. At Briare the Cardinal happen’d to be alone 
in the King’s Clofet, and fome of Cinqmars’s Ac¬ 
complices reprefented to him, that he cou’d never 
have a better Opportunity to rid himfelf of his 
Enemy, but his Heart fail’d him. and he put it 
off to his arrival at Lyons ^ where the Noblejfe of 
Auvergne had promis’d him to aflemble and fupport 
him. There were to be 7 or 8eo of them, and had 
the Duke of Orleans came thither the Blow had 
certainly been given. When Richlieu arriv’d at that 
City, he found his Credit fo funk, that ’twas in vain 
for him to fpeak any thing more againft the Fa¬ 
vourite. Des Noyers , his Creature, writing a Let¬ 
ter of Confolation in his Name to Gajfion for his 
miffing the Batoon on the Promotion of the Mare- 
fchals de Guehriant and la Mothe Hodancourt , has; 
thefe remarkable Expreffions, Be fire to exprefyour 
Gratitude to his Eminence for his good Intention 
towards you . At this time one Complement is worth 
two . Do not believe Buklick Reports , keep firm to 
the Service , the King is Juft. Soon or late he will 
perceive who are his faithful Servants . The Cardi- 
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nal wrote Gajfion to this effett himfelf. The King 
has made Two Marefchals , ’lis not my Fault that 
he did not make a Third , our Affairs hinder me 
from asking the continuation of your AffeElion, but 
not my keeping you in mind as one of my true ft Friends . 
There is nothing in the World that Minifters en¬ 
deavour to conceal more than the Declenfion of 
their Credit, no Artifices they will not make ufe 
of to hide it, no Reports they will not fpread to 
fupport it, efpecially ill Minifters who know that 
they cannot lofc their Authority without the lofs 
of their Lives, or at leaft their Liberty and Wealth, 
and one may be fare that this Confufion of fo 
Cunning a States man as Richlieu proceeded from 
the depth of his Defpair, but as cunning as he was, 
his Matter deceiv’d him this time, fhewing him 
he was more Weak and Inconftant than even him¬ 
felf took him to be. While the Court was at 
Lyons , the Noblefje of Auvergne made their Ap¬ 
pearance there, as had been concerted. When they 
were afiembled, expecting Cinqmars' s Orders, he 
came to them, and told them he was going to the 
King and wou’d return to then, prefently •, accord¬ 
ingly he went to his Majefty, with whom he had 
not been long before Richlieu enter’d attended by 
le Bar , the Captain of his Guards The King, and 
Cinqmars feem’d to be extreamiy fur priz’d, Cinq- 
mars whifperd foroething to his Matter, which 
the Cardinal took to relate to himfelf by their be¬ 
ing both in fuch diforder. Cinqmars not being able 
to bear the fight of him, left the King and him, 
and went to the Nobleffe of Auvergne whom he bid 
to return every Man to his Home. 3 Tis thought 
the Favourite in that Whifper demanded per- 
million to execute what he had formerly propos’d 
to his Matter, and that Lewis , frighted at the 
thoughts of fuch near Danger, cou’d not bring him¬ 
felf to confent to it. Others will have it that Lewis 
knew nothing of the Matter at that time. The 
Marquis//*? Mortemar, who was let into the Secret 
©f the Attaflination Plot, difcover’d it to R : chFeu> 
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who was in a mortal Fright as will be fhewn 
hereafter. 

As the Court was going to Languedoc to be 
nearer RouJfiUicn and Catalonia, it dop’d at Valence, 
where the* King gave the Cardinal’s Cap to Ma * 
marine, who had been promoted to the Purple by 
his Nomination for having facrifis’d the Pope’s and 
King of Spain s Intereft, whole Agent he was, to 
the French . 

While the King was on this Journey, Fontraille 
went to the Court cf Madrid to aft lor the Duke 
of Orleans and Qnqmars . The former gave him a 
Carte Blanche fign’a by himfelf, to fill up with Ar¬ 
ticles he fhou’d agree upon with the Spaniards . 
Gaflon empower’d him to Negotiate for an Army 
of 12000 Foot and 4^00 Horfe, German Veterans, 
and Money to maintain them. Fontrailles concluded 
a Treaty, by which theie Troops were to be lent 
him, and he was befides to have 200000 Crowns 
to make new Levies. The Duke de Bull on was to 
have a Penfion of 40000 Crowns a Year, and Cinq- 
mars as much \ Bullion was to have befides 100000 
Livers to fortify Sedan, and 25000 Livers a Month 
for the Maintainance of the Garrifon. Gaflon s Pen¬ 
fion was to be 12000 Crowns a Month. For thefe 
and •ther Confiderations the Dukes of Orleans and 
Bullion, with Monfieur Cinqmars, were to declare 
rhemfelves Enemies to all the Enemies of the Houfe of 
Auflria, and this Treaty the Favourite hop'd wou’d 
fupport him in his Enterprizes again ft Riehlieu^ whe¬ 
ther Lewis con Tented to them or not. The Queen 
Anne of Auflria had Intelligence of this Trea¬ 
ty. Be Thou knew nothing of it till after ’twas 
made. 

In the mean time the Siege of Perpignan, the Capi¬ 
tal of Roujfillon, commenc’d, and the Cardinal who 
was not very well 111 Health, but much worfein Hu¬ 
mour, left the Court under Pretence of taking the 
Waters in Taraflcon in Provence. He was fo afraid of 
his Mailer’s abandoning him to his Enemies that he 
departed with great Precipitation, Tick as he was, 
and in'very ill Weather. He gave out that he was 
‘ going 
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going one Road and he took another. H6 went part 
of the way by Sea to difappoint thofe that might 
have form’d any Defigns againft him by Land, and 
intended to retire into Italy if the Power of his 
Enemies encreas’d. His Money and Jewels were 
order’d to be lent him from Paris on die firft No¬ 
tice. When he left the Camp, he affetted to doit 
with great Pride and Refolution, as if he did not 
matter the Port he had held, but for the fake of the 
Kingdom, not for his own. S/r, fays he to the 
King, I will never J.peak to Tour Majefty of my 
Services , nor ’ of my Per Jon , I am going to remove 
a difagrceable ObjeSl out of your fight. Tour Ala- 
jelly may cxercije all your Royal Power over me , 
and make me fenfible of the terrible Effetts of 
your Wrath , but never fhall ary thing hinder me 
from appearing where the Welfare of the State and the 
Danger of your Sacred Perfon (ball call me. About 
this time Richlieu made* his Will, and divided his 
vaft Eftate between his Darling.Niece the Dutchefs 
d' Aiguillon , Armand de Maille , his Nephew, Son to 
the Marefchal de Breze , and Armand de V'ignerod 
another Nephew of his, Son to the Baron de Pont- 
courlai, Breze had the Dutchy of Fronfac, and Cau- 
mont,2i Marquilate, a County and a Barony. 300000 
Livres in Money to be laid out in Lordfhips, and 
15000 Livres a Year in Normandy, l^ignerod who was 
to take the Name and Arms of du Plejfis de Rich- 
lieu , had the Dntchy of Richlieu^ feveral other Lands 
and great Riches in Jewels and Furniture. The 
Witneffes to his Will were the Cardinal Mazarine , 
Hardouin Perefixe , afterwards P.eceptor to Lewis 
the XI V T rh, and Author of the Hifloryof Henry IV, 
the Bifhop of Chartres and two or three more. 
There was a Paflage in his Will which fhews the 
Immeafurable Pride and Vanity of this afpiring 
Priefb, and that was a Claufe by which the Hotel of 
Richlieu was difpos’d of thus. To be for ever inalie¬ 
nably annext to the Crcwn y never to be given to any 
Prince , Lord. or other Per Jo a whatfoever, the Cardinal's 
Intentions being that it Jbou d Lodge his Majejly only 
when he thought (it , his Succ efjor s y Kings of France, 
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the Heir to the Crown and no other . He did not 
think any body but the Kings or Dauphins of France 
worthy to Lodge in his Houle after him. The Duke 
of Richlieu and his Succeffors, Dukes of Richlie*,were 
to be Captains of the Hotel , and to have an Apart- 
nient in it. He left ijooooo Livres of the King’s 
Money to him, but worded it as if it was a Legacy 
of his own. H’e always kept fuch a Sum by him to 
ferve upon Emergencies • Louvois us’d to have 
Twenty Millions which Lewit XIV. knew nothing 
of for the like ufes. 

When the Cardinal was gone, Cihqmars , deThou , 
and others, who wanted nothing but Peace, effe¬ 
ctually to ruin him, reprefented to the King the ill 
State of his Health, and how neceflary it was for 
him, the Queen, his Wife and Children,to put an End 
to the War, The King order’d deThou to write to that 
purpofe to Rome and Madrid , and his writing with¬ 
out the Cardinal’s Content was that unfortunate 
Gentleman’s greateft Crime. By what means Rich- 
lieu difcover’d the Treaty Fontrailles had concluded at 
Madrid is not known, fome affirm the Marefchal de 
Breze intercepted a Letter in Catalonia , others that 
Mazarine had Information of it out of Italy. Be it 
as it will, ’twas talk’d of before Monfieur Cinqmar; 
was apprehended. The Princefs Mary of Mantua 
writing him word from Paris , Tour Ajfair is as well 
known here as that the Seine runs under the Pontneuf. 
The Original Treaty was fent to the Duke of Or¬ 
leans , who burnt it and kept the Copy j an Ex¬ 
tract of which was taken and deliver’d to Richlieu by 
Pome Traytor in Gafton’ s Family. The Cardinal Pent 
it immediately to the King by Chavigni, and bid him 
tell his Majefty he ffiou’d have convincing Proofs of 
the Truth of it. The Bifhop of Langres , a Spy of 
Richlieu s on the Monfieur, was fuppos’d to be the 
Traytor. As foon as the Confpiracy began to be 
talk’d off, the Duke of Orleans and Cinqmars thought 
of retreating to Sedan, but expelling every Day to 
hear of RichFeu’s Death they defer’d it from time 
to time till ’twas too late. The King hearing of 
the Defeat of the Marefchal de Guiche in Flanders. 

and 
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and being tir’d with the length of the Siege of Per* 
pignan began to want his Old Minifter, and was 
ready to receive any ill Irapreffion of Cinqmars, 
whofe Favour had driven him from Court. His Illnefs 
made him uneafy to himfelf and all about him. The 
Marefchal de Schomberg and Chavigni , Secretary of 
State, continu’d to reprefent to him the Danger of 
G'^w^r/sConfpiracy, and the Neceflity of fecuring 
his Perfon *, but it was fome time before Lewis 
wou’d believe the one or confent to the other. His 
Confeflor Father Sirmond , exhorted him to it as a 
cafe of Confcience, and to execute it with the 
more Safety, Lewis left the Camp and return'd 
to Norbonne , where on the 13 th of June 1*42, 
Cinqmars was arrefted. De Thou was appre¬ 
hended in Italy, where he was confering with 
the Duke de Bullion , who was alfo feiz’d in the 
fame manner, tho’ he commanded the Army there, 
and that too with particular Marks of Difgrace. 
Chavigni and des Noyers were order’d by Richlieu 
to perfwade the King to return to Paris , he growing 
daily worfe and worfe, and before he return’d to 
vifit his fick Minifter at Tarafcon to let the World 
fee his Power over his Matter was (till fo great that 
he cou’dmake him follow him wherever he pleas’d. 
Ill as he was, Lewis order’d himfelf to" be carry’d to 
Tarafcon , and to Richlieu 9 s Chamber, where a Bed 
was made for him to lie and talk with the Cardinal, 
who was fick in another. The Cardinal upbraided 
him with hearkening to the Calumnies of a Yonng 
Audacious Favourite, and Lewis mt being able to 
bear his Reproaches wept plentifully. He promis’d 
his Minifter to do fo no more, and to Protect him 
on all Occafions. Richlieu did not know then that 
Lewis had given Cinqmars fo much Encouragement 
as he did in his intended Aflaflination Plot, or he 
wou’d have been more rough with him. This Re¬ 
conciliation was however affe&ed, Lewis never lov’d 
Richlieu afterwards Mazarine perceiv’d ir, and 
with great Dexterity fo manag'd both the King and 
the Cardinal, that without offending or allarming 
the latter, he infinuated bimfell moreand more in¬ 
to the good Graces of the former. The 
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The Duke of Orleans was in a terrible Fright 
upon the Apprehenfion oof the Duke de Bullion , 
Monfieur de Cinqmars and Monfieur de Thou . He 
immediately Tent the Abbot de la Riviere to make 
his Submiflion and beg Pardon •, the Cardinal was as 
fallen as the King, and both talk’d of no lefs than 
baniihing him to Venice to live there on a fmall Pen- 
lion. At lad upon his betraying the whole Secret 
of the Spanijb Confederacy/giving an ample Con- 
feflion of it to the Chancellor Seguler , who made ufe 
of it in Evidence againd Monfieur ae Cinqmars and 
Monfieur de Thou , he was permitted to day in 
France upon figning this Scandalous Writing.- Ha¬ 
ving made a full •Declaration to the King of the Crime 
ALonficur de Cinqmars has been guilty of , and tempt *■ 
ed us to commit , and having recourfe to his Adajefly* s 
Clemency , we declare that we think our fe'f extream- 
ly oblig'd and well dealt with , if it will pleafe his 
Afaj'fiy to let ns live in the Kingdom as a private Per - 
fon , without Government , without a Troop of Gens d’ 
Armes, Light Horfe , or Power to take the like Charge 
or any Administration whatfoever, and upon whatfcever 
Occafion• We confent further to this Private Life which 
rhe King flsall be pie as*d to prefer ibe us without any 
Train , but what he fljall be pleas'd to allow , and with¬ 
out entertaining any Per fon in our Service that flsall be 
difagreeable to him , under Pain of forfeiting what the 
Kings Goodnefs has been pleas'd to grant us after we 
have committed fo great a Fault , This was not all, 
the Royal Evidence that was produc’d againd 
Cinqmars . The King him fell declar’d in anAuthen- 
tick manner, by a Letter to the Parliament of Paris, 
ieveral things againd him of bis own Knowledge. 
Lewis in that Paper fays he had lately differ’d him 
to act and fpeak more freely than he had done be¬ 
fore, on purpole to find out his ill Defigns. The great 
Crime of all is contain’d in the following Para¬ 
graph. This Man’s Endeavour was to decry the 5 
Aclions of our Coufin the Cardinal de Richlieu, 
and extol thefe of the Count Duke d’ Olivarez. 
He favour'd all that were in Difgrace with us, and 
oppos'd thofe that fervd us, he continually diftp - 
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prov'd whatever we did that was ufeful to the State . 
My Author reflects upon this Occafion. What 
Venom, what Malice ! He afterwards informs a- 
gainft him for Profane fpeaking. He [poke, fays the 
King, of the mofi Hdy things with fo great Impiety /, 
that y twas eafy to fee God was not in his Heart : This 
Royal Information was mightily infilled on at the 
Trya! of the Criminals, tho’ there was no need of 
fo much Form to take them off, when the Chan¬ 
cellor Seguier and Lauhardemont, a Creature of the 
Cardinal's, were to be their Judges. The Prifoners 
were convey’d from their feveral Prifons to Lyons , 
whither Richlicu came in Perfon to be Prefent at 
the Procefs. He was very ill, yet his Revengeful 
Temper wou’d not let him flay at Terafcon , he 
wou’d needs go to Lyons for fear the Judges fhou’d 
not befevere enough in his Abfence, and the manner 
of his travelling was fo very extraordinary, ’tis worth 
relating it. He had a fort of Portative Chamber 
made cover'd with Damask, with fomeCire Cloth 
over it. There was a Bed within it, and he cou’d 
talk as he lay with any Perfon who fat in a 
Chair by the fide of it. Eighteen of his Guards re¬ 
liev’d from time to time by others carry’d this Ma¬ 
chine bare headed in rainy as well as dry Weather, 
When ’twas too big or too high for the Gates of fome 
Towns thro’ which ’twas topafs, the Walls were 
pull’d down to make way for it, as were aifo the 
Walls of the Houfes where he lodg’d. The Roads 
were widen’d where too ftrait, and levelled where 
too uneven ^ Two Hundred Leagues vvas he carry’d 
after this manner, fromTerafcon to Lyons, and from 
thence to Paris Both he and the King were migh¬ 
tily troubled with the Hemerrhoidi *, Lewis was as 
ill as the Cardinal, but his manner of travelling was 
far from being fo Pompous and Expenfive. He only 
borrow’d Richlieu's common Litter from Terafcon 
to Lyons, and thence he went by Coach to Pans. 

I {hall not enter into the Detail of the proceedings 
againft Cinqmars and de Thou . The Chancellor came 
to Lyons, he vifited the former and faid, Inftead of be¬ 
ing afraid , Sir, Ten have reafon to hope for every 
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thing that’s to y&ur Advantage. You have a good 
Judge in me , and God forbid IJbou’d not be grateful 
for past Favours . I am not {Ignorant that if it had 
not been for you , the King whid have taken away the 
Seals from me *, fo great an Obligation requires not 
only an Immortal Remembrance , but an Infinite Gra¬ 
titude which Ijha\l fljexv you upon Occnfion* What he 
find was true enough, as to Cinqmars's being Inftru* 
mental towards his Keeping.the Seals, but tne Gra¬ 
titude he vy^s to fhew, ended in the Condemning 
this fine Young Gentleman to the Rack*, tho in¬ 
deed he afterwards got it off upon his ConfeiTion of 
theCrime he was charg’d with,for which he was con¬ 
demn’d to dye, as was alfo Monf. deThou , for Mif- 
prifion of Treafon. The latter behav’d himfelf with fo 
muchChriftian Heroifm, that his Enemies wept when 
the Sentence pafs’d upon him. Both his and Cinq- 
mar's Behaviour at the Place of Execution was very 
edifying*, and fome who gave the worfeTurn to 
the latter's Carriage, asif’twas to give the Lye to 
the Cardinal’s Report of him after the Seige of 
Arras , that he was a Coward, cou’d not help owning 
that greater Courage, and at the fame time greater 
JVlcdefty were never feen in a Man of his Years, Cinqr 
mars being not Two and Twenty when he dyd. 
He was an Ambitious Gallant Young Gentleman, 
beloved by the King, but not loving him ^ his Man¬ 
ners were (hocking to his Joyous Temper, and when 
his Friends us’d to Reprove him for his carrying 
himfelf fo difagreeably towards his Majefty, he 
reply’d, I cant bear his ftinking Breath « This Prince 
had fomething very lothfome in his Perfon, but thofe 
who wou’d* keep the Favour of Princes (hou’dhave 
neither Notes or Eyes to any thing that is offenfive in 
them. As to the Duke de Bouillon , as foon as he 
heard of the Condemnation of his Two Friends, he 
fent immediately to defire the Chancellor Seguicr 
to come to him, and offer’d to give up Sedan to the 
King to prevent the fame Fate to himfelf His Wife 
had threaten’d to deliver up that Place to the Spani¬ 
ards. Richlieu was not fo much alarm’d at that, 
knowing how incapable the Spaniards were at that 

time 
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time to maintain it, as be was pleas'd with the 
Duke’s Voluntary Offer to part with it upon what¬ 
ever Terms he wou’d. Mazarine was the Perfon 
Richlieu with the management of this Af¬ 

fair*, he was (hut up with Bouillon (everal Hours in 
Prifon, and they agreed upon writing a Letter to the 
Cardinal to offer the Place on Promife of Pardon, 
and an Equivalent in Lands in France , which Condi¬ 
tion being comply’d with, Mazarine was fent to, 
take Poffeffion of Sedan, to whom the Dutchefs of 
Bouillon yielded it, with as muchPleafure as if fhe 
had had the Soveraignty given her, it being the Price 
of the Life of a Husband whom ihe dearly lov’d. 

The Cardinal de Richlieu did not flay at Lyons to 
fee the Execution of the Two unfortunate Gentlemen 
whofe Blood he fo greedily thirfted after. He was, 
carry’d to Paris with the. fame Pomp as he was 
brought to Lyons , and hearing, on the Road, of the 
taking of Perpignan, and the Death of Cinqmars and 
de Thou , he wrote the King a Letter which began 
with this Infult of Triumph, Tour Troops are in Pet- 
pignan and your Enemies are. Dead *, whereas in 
Truth, ’twashisown Enemies, not the King’s, and 
he had enough of them ftill living to make him lead 
an uneafy Lifehimfelf, on account of his Fear as well 
as Hemorrhoids . Upon his Return to Paris he ap- 
ply’d himfelfto make as many Friends as he con’d, 
efpecially among the Soldiery , and was fo far from 
concealing this Application of his, that he corrupted 
the King's own Officers, bribing them to quit his 
Majefty $ Service for his own, of which Lewis com¬ 
plain’d to Monfieur Pontis , reckoning up with his 
Fingers how many Officers had left his Service for 
Richlieu 9 s, yet durft not he relent it, but tho 5 he 
grew daily more out of Humour with him, he dai¬ 
ly courted and carefs’d him. Richlieu cou’d eafily 
perceive hisMafter’s Favour towards him was in rea • 
lity worn out, and that what of it remain’d was 
only out fide. He therefore had recourfe to his 
old Artifice, and gave out that he wou’d retire 
from Bufinefs, however he did a thing tvhich a Par¬ 
ty in England , no great Enemies to his Politicks, 
K k % kwfe 
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have lately very much cry’d out againft ^ he put 
the States of Holland and the Prince of Orange upon 
making earned Inftances to the French Ambaffador 
at the Hague , to reprefent to this Court that it 
the Adminiftration ©f Affairs was taken out of his 
Hands, they wou'd immediately clap up a Peace. 
Upon a Report of the Emperor’s concerning himfelf 
in a Foreign Miniftry after the fame manner, what 
Clamour was there made againft the Infolence and 
Novelty of luch officioufnefs, notwithftanding that 
the Emperor’s intermedling feem’d to be more war¬ 
ranted by his Degree’than that of an Infant State? 
The Remonftrances of the Dutch frighten’d the 
timerous Monarch, and he refolv’d, at any rate, to 
keep his Minifter, for which Richlieu wrote Frede¬ 
rick Henry , Prince of Orange , a Letter of Thanks 
a few Weeks before his Death. Indeed that Prince 
did him a Angular Service, for there’s great like¬ 
lihood he wou’d have been difgrac’d for his Arro¬ 
gance had not Frederick Henry interpos'd The Mat¬ 
ter was this, under Pretence of the King’s being too 
far from his Council at St. Germain en lai , he im¬ 
portun’d him to refide at the Louvre \ the true 
reafon was, he was afraid that fome furviving 
Friends of Cinqmars wou’d revenge his Death, and 
therefore demanded that his own Guards lhou,d 
enter the Louvre with him and mix with the Kings, 
leaf!: another Lu'mes fhou’d arife and advife the King 
to have him ferv’d as the Marefchal^ Ancre was. 
He went fo far as to fend his Creature Chavigni , 
Secretary of State, with a Memorial to the King, 
requiring that Trois failles , Lieutenant of the Muske - 
teersjDe la Sale^Tilladet and d* E fords. Captains of 
the Guards., fhou’d be difcharg’d, or the Cardinal, not 
thinking himfelf fafe as long as they were at Court, 
wou’d be oblig’d to quit the Adminiftration. Levels 
had not been fo fhamefully bully’d as that was in 
all his life, and highly refenting the Indignity 
offer’d him by an Infolent Prieft his Servant, he 
bid Chavigni he gcne 0 and tell him that fent him he 
alvsiys has Perfons about him whom he has more re a* 
Jon toj'ufpetl than the Cardinal had Grounds to be Suspi¬ 
cion 
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cions of the Lieutenant of his Musketteers and th ? 
'Three Captains that were nam ’d to him* I mean you, 
Chavigni, added he y and your gooi Friend Des Noy* 
ers. Jf Trois Villes and the other Three muB be 
remov'd , Pit prefently drive both cf you from Court . 
Mazarine happening to be by, wheedled him into 
a good Temper again, or rather frighten’d him, by 
telling him what wou’d be the ill Confequences of 
his Minifter’s Retreat, which wou’d oblige the Dutch 
to put an immediate end to the War. Thus were 
the Three Officers of the Guards and the Lieutenant 
of the Musketeers difmifsV, purely to pleafe Richlieu y 
who wou’d feign have had the difpofal of their Pla¬ 
ces, but Lewis wou’d never confent to it. On the 
contrary he bid Chavigni get out of St. Germain for 
preffing him too much on that Article, and gave 
theOfficers he had difmifs’d Affurances that they were 
not the wo.rfe in his Favour, and that their Pay 
fhou’d be continu’d to them Richlieu's greateft Spite 
was againfl Trois Titles^ becaufe the King lov’d him 
mod, and he oppos’d the Cardinal’s making the 
King’s Guards draw up on both fides the Court for 
Richlieu to march thro’, and his bringing them up to 
the very . Door of the King's Cabinet. Trois Filles 
was To offended at his Infolence, that he ask’d leave of 
the King to charge the Cardinal’s Guards, which Rich- 
lieu never forgave him, and therefore his Punifliment 
was the more extraordinary. Befides being banifh’d 
the Court, his Troop was broken, and as if the King 
was alfo to be punifh’d with his Officer, he was de¬ 
priv’d of thofe Guards he took particular Delight 
in 

I am come now to the Cataftropbe of this Reign 
and Miniftry. The Death of Richlieu, and the King’s, 
who furviv d him Six Months only. ’Twas not ma¬ 
ny Days after the removal of the Four Officers, that 
it was vifible the Cardinal’s End approach’d, tho* he 
endeavour’d to hide it as much as he cou’d. His 
Hemorrhoids being ill cur’d, the Humour fell firfl 
upon his Arm, and afterwards upon his Rreaft, 
where, turning to an jmpofthume it kill’d him. 
The King hearing of the Danger he was in, order’d 
K k 3 publick 
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f ublick Prayers for him in ktl the Churches of Paris. 
However ’twas after many prefling Sollicitajions that 
he gave him a Vifit when he came to his Bedfide, 
Sir, fays Richlieu, This is my lajl Adieu . In taking 
leave of Tour Majefly, I have the Confolation to leave 
Tour Kingdom more Powerful, and Tour Enemies more 
weak than ever. The only Recompence of all my Trou¬ 
ble which 1 dare demand of Tour Majefly, is the 
continuation of Tour Favour and Proteiiion to my 
Nephew and Relations ; IJballnot give them my Blef- 
fing but on condition that they ferve Tour Ma)efly with 
an inviolable Fidelity . Tour Majefly has feveral in 
your Council able to ferve you well, 1 advife you to 
keep them there. He recommended Mazjtrine as 
the moft proper Perfon to fupply his Place, and 
nam’d des Noiers particularly for a good Minifter. 
The King affefted to be mightily affii&ed for 
* him, but -as foon as he got out of the Chamber 
into the Gallery, he cou'd not help Laughing. 
He came and lay at the Louvre on purpofe to be 
nearer the dying Cardinal, who with great Cou¬ 
rage ask'd his Phyficians how long they thought 
he might live. They, to flatter him, faid, My Lorcf 
there's yet nothing defper ate ; your Eminence s Life 
is fo necejfary to the State, that God wou’d work 
a />'Tirade to fare you. We mu ft wait till the Seventh 
Day, we can pajs no Judgment before that time, 
according to the Rules of our Art. Then calling one 
or the King's Phyficians to him, the Cardinal faid, 
/ conjure you , not as a Physician, but as a Friend, 
tell ?ne plainly how it is with me. The Doctor re- 
ply’d, I believe, my Lord, within Four and Twenty 
Hours you will be Weil or Dead. That’s fo me thing 
now, fays he, I underjr and you. He then call'd for his 
Confcffor Defeat , afterwards Bilhop of Chartres, 
and play ? d the iaft Scene of the Play, he being a 
Comedian from firfl to lad. The Curate of Sr: 
Euflache bringing him the Kiaticum, as foon as 
he faw the Hoft, he cry'd, There's my Judge, I 
pray him to Condemn me if / ever had any other 
Defgn than to Secure Religion and the State. Had 
he no other Defign in .purring fo many Perfons 
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of Quality to Death, meerly out of Revenge* or 
Jealoufy, in banifhirig the Kings Mother and fo 
many other Illuftrious Perfons, than to* Serve Re¬ 
ligion a?}d the State ? and yet 011 this -Integrity of 
his, does he build all his hopes of Salvatibn. Surely 
fuch Tyrannical Minifters as this Prieft was, be- 
lieve they can deceive God as well as Man, but 
as Pure as there is a God, fo fare will they be 
condemn’d by himj and Richlieu had no need of 
that Prayer, but to inlpofe on the World. When 
the Curate came tof give the Extream Vnllion^ 
Father^ .fays he, 1 beg* you to Steak to 'ins as a 
great Sifiner , to deal with vie as with the trejl mova¬ 
ble Creature in the World ) Having Paid the* Lord’s 
Prayer and kifs’d a Crucifix be held in liis Hand, 
the Curate ask’d him if he? believ’d all the Articles 
of Faith. The Cardinal repl'y’d, tesfalb of them 
without any ReftrLHon^ 'if "I had a They find- Lives 
/ wou d t Sacrifice all of the in for the faith ? "'and for 
the Church.’ The Curate ask’d him if he*'pardon’d 
his Enemies, and all that had offended him. This 
was a hard Queftion, ’twas but a few Days ago 
that he wou’d not reft tiff Four Gentlemen we: e 
turn’d ouLof their Places to pleafe him* yet Rich- 
lieu reply’d without any Hefitation, With all my 
Heart , and. I pray Goal to Pardon the my forgetting 
that a few Hours before he had advis’d the King to 
have a Declaration regifter’d in Parliament a gain ft 
his only Brother the Duke of Orlean f tb Exclude 
him from all his Lawful Pretenlions to‘ the Re¬ 
gency after the Death of Lewis , which unnatural 
Aft was accordingly done with great Rigor and 
Indignity to Gaft on. The Curate demanded of 
Richlieu whether in cafe God fhou’d prolong his 
Life, he wou’d lerve him more faithfully than ever. 
Let me dye a ‘Thonfand Deaths , replyaJ the Cardinal, 
if he forefees that 1 Jhoud ever commit one , mortal 
Sin only. Wou*d one not think this good Man a 
perfeft Saint, if one had not feen by the Hiftory 
of his Miniftry, that there is hardly a mortal Sin 
which he did not commit.daily ? He then took leave 
of his Dear Neice the Dutchefs of Anguillan , and 
K k x Expir’d 
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Expir'd the 4th of December 1^42, in the 58th 
Year of his Age. As foon as Word was brought 
to the King that he was Dead, all he faid was, 
Then there's a great Politician gone , which is his 
Charaiier in a word, and fhall ferve inftead 
of the Volumnsof Panegyricks, which the Wri¬ 
ters, his Hirelings^ wrote upon him. immediately 
upon the Death of Richlieu^ the King call'd the 
Cardinal Mazarine to Council, but being a Foreigner 
he cou’d not obtain the fame Precedence as 
the Cardinal^ Richlieu had. The Princes of the 
Blood refus’d to give Place to him, the Matter 
being left to the King, he determin’d it in their 
Favour.' Great were the Brigues upon Richlieu 9 s 
Death for the Regency and Miniftry. The King's 
Life was difpair'd of, fome of the Lords were for 
the Duke of Orleans , others for j4nne of Austria. 
Des Noiers was in hopes of Succeeding Richlieu by 
means of the Queen, whofe Interefl he had always 
efpous'd. Mazarine and Chav ion i had been Friends 
a long while, and they enter'd into the ftrifteft 
Engagement for the fupport of their joynt Intereft 
with Refpeft to the Adminiftradon, which they 
hop'd to preferve, whether the Queen or the Duke 
had the Regency. They courted both of them, 
and endeavour'd to make their Creatures their 
Friends. The Bilhop of Beauvais! was one of the 
Queen’s Principal Favourites, and him they did 
their utmoft to engage on the fame bottom with 
them, but that Bilhop hoping to be Prime Mi- 
nifter himfelf, avoided any fuch Engagement, giving 
them as good Words as they gave him. 

Not long after Richlieu $ Death, Mazarine, to 
Ingratiate himfelf with Gafton 7 procur'd his Return 
to Court, notwithstanding the.Declaration that had 
been Regifter’d againft him, full of Calumnies and 
Mifreprelentations. As foon as he enter'd the King’s 
Clofer, he fell upon his Knees, and humbly 
ask'd Pardon for all his paft Faults, promifing 
more Obedience and Fidelity for the future. The 
King embrac’d him, faying, 9 Tis time that your 
ACiions JJjoud anjxver your Words, If you continue 
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in this Refolutim, you will receive of me all the 
Marks of my Kindnefs , that you con'd expel} of a 
good Brother , you will find that your greateft Ad¬ 
vantage is to render your felf worthy of my Friend- 
Jhip . Two Months after this the beforemention’d 
Declaration was repeal’d, and the Dutchefs of Or¬ 
leans had leave to come to France , which fhe. wou’d 
not do till fhe heard of the King’s Death. The 
Reconciliation of Lewis and his Brother, which 
was follow’d by the return of feveral banifh’d and 
fugitive Lords, and, by the Enlargement of the 
Marefchals de Bajfompierre and de Fitri , and the 
Count de Carmin , out of the Baflille. What Lewis 
wou’d have done for his Mother after her Perfe- 
cutor was Dead, had li e furviv’d him, one may 
imagine by what he did for her Creatures, but 
/Aary de Medicis was Dead fome time before *, She 
dy’d in great Poverty at Cologne , and Lewis hear¬ 
ing of it, feem’d too late to be lorry for hisufing 
her fo ill. Baradas and the Duke de St. Simon , 
Two old Favourites, were permitted to return to 
Court, as was alfo the Duke de Beaufort , a Favou¬ 
rite of Anneo{ Auftria , and the Duke de Fendome 
his Father. The Face of Affairs feem’d to be en¬ 
tirely chang’d, yet Mazarine and Chavigni purfu’d 
Richlieit s Maxims, to enlarge, as much as they 
cou’d, the Authority Royal, and furprefs the Rights 
and Privileges of the People. 

The Lives of Princes are of fuch Importance to 
certain Minifters, that they wou’d have them be¬ 
liev’d robe Immortal, and wou’d fain believe them 
fo themfelves, notwithftanding the decays they fee 
daily in their Health, and the ghaftly Approaches 
they make towards the Grave. Chavigni wrote 
to the Marefchal de Guebriant in Germany a few 
Days before the King dy’d. That he was better than 
ever , that the recovery of his Health was vifible to 
every Body , and that he hop'd be woud be on the 
Frontiers next Month . In the mean while the King 
knew he had not long to live, and talk’d of fet¬ 
tling the Regency; Mazarine and Chavigni were 
for a Corregency^ that the Queen and the Duke of 

Orleans 


506 The Secret Hijlory 

Orleans fhou’d be appointed Joynt Regents, and they 
put Father Sirmond , the King's Confeffor, upon 
advifing him to it, which his Majefty took fo 
ill, that he immediately difmifs’d him. Des Noiers 
was for the fingle Regency of Amie of Aufiria 0 
which, tho' it wasmoft to Lewis s Gout, yet he 
wou’d not feem to fall in with it at his Soliicita- 
tion, and wou’d often take Pleafure in thwarting 
him. Des Noiers thought to eftablifh himfelf by the 
means his old Mafter Richlieu did, and knowing he 
w T ou’d be wanted, being the beft acquainted with 
Foreign Affairs, he now and then wou’d beg leave 
to retire, which made Lewis fay one Day, Tbit 
Man alls the little Cardinal , he imagines himfelf 
to he fo neceffary that we cannot do. ‘without him\ 
/ will find out a Hundred more able Men than he 
is. This des Noyers was fo great an Enemy to the 
Proteftants, that he often prejudic'd the Affairs of 
the French in Germany , that the Proteftant Princes 
might not get by it; he once told the Marefchkl 
de Chatilion. When I Sign any thing in Favour of 
the Hugonots, methinks ?ny Haul withers. But in 
the main he had no Religion, but that of plea- 
fing Richlieu , which made Lewis fay of him, * If 
Monfieur the Cardinal wou'd turn Turk, des Noyers 
woud put on a Turbant . Having met with fume 
Check in an Affair he was managing for a Friend 
of his, des Noyers not only ask’d leave to retire 
but defir’d Mazarine to interceed for him that he 
might have it. The Cardinal tohk him at his 
Word, fo did the King, and he was permitted to 
retire to his Country Seat, where he in vain expeft- 
ed to be recall’d and impatiently waited for it. The 
Cardinal prefently fell in with the Intereft of Anne 
of Aufiria, and by his Recommendation leTcllier 
was made Secetary cf State and des Noyers no 
more talk’d of. This change help'd to fix Maz,a - 
rme, whofe Favour grew daily upon Ckavigni , and 
the latter found that the Cardinal muff: rather be his 
Proteftor than his Friend. 

Lewis finding his End approaching, made a De¬ 
claration, by which he appointed his Queen Re¬ 
gent 
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gent of his Kingdom, the Duke of Orleans to be 
Lieutenant General to the Minor King, and the 
Prince of Conde y Cardinal Mazarine, Seguier, Chan¬ 
cellor of France , Bouthillier Superintend ant of the 
Finances, and Chavigni were appointed as a So¬ 
vereign Counfel. This Declaration was Sworn to 
be obferv'd by the Queen and the Duke of Orleans , 
and verify’d in Parliament. But when Monarchs 
are in their Graves, their Wills are of no more 
Force than thofe of their Subjefts. The King’s 
Sicknefs increafing, Cardinal Mazarine and his 
new Confeflor, the Jefuit Dinet , advis’d him to 
prepare for another World. He heard them with 
great Conftancy, confefs’d him (elf and demanded 
the Viaticum. He was reduc’d to nothing but 
Skin and Bones, and wou’d often fhew his naked 
ihrivel’d Arm, faying, See the Arm of the King of 
France. He was fo ill fervd during his laft Sick¬ 
nefs, that he cou’d never get any Broth that was hot. 
He feem’d to be abandon’d before he was Dead. 
The Court was all made to the Queen "and the 
Duke of Orleans . A Sick King, like a SickXion, 
lofes all his Terror *, and when People by their 
languifhing Looks, and faint Speech, fee that a 
Prince is indeed Mortal, they apply to thofe that 
are like to live longeft. When the Viaticum was * 
given him, the Marefchals de la Force and dz la 
Chatillon withdrew, being Proteftants, and came in 
again as foon as the Ceremony was over. Lewis 
addrefling himfelf to le Force , (aid, ALonfieur le 
Marefchaf 1 have always efleemd you as one of the 
ptofh excellent Officers of my Kingdom . Since I am 
going to render an Account of try Athens to God , / 
think it my Duty to exhort you to a fincere Conveyfion 
God has not given you fo long a Life , but to give 
yoti the Opportunity of knowing that the Catholick 
is the only true Religion , and that there is no Sal¬ 
vation out of the Apoflolical and Roman Church . 
The Zeal of this King continu'd to his laft Ago. 
pies, and was doutlefs as fincere as it was Arbi¬ 
trary and Tyrannical with refpect to the Pro- 
teftants, who were perfected bpj the Rom’Jh Clergy 
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in many Parts of the Kingdom, notwithftanding the 
many Inviolable Afrs the Crown had given them in 
their Favour *, and had not Ricklieu's Thoughts been 
entirely taken up with the War between the two 
Houfes of Auftria and Bourbon , and with profecuting 
his Revenge againfi: thofe that oppos’d his Miniftry, 
the utter Ruin of the Reform'd of France had not 
been one of the Glories of the Reign of Lewis 
the XtVth. The Exercife of their Religion was 
taken from them by Violence in feveral Towns 
and Cities, Proteftant Children were forc’d from 
their Fathers and Mothers, and given to be bred 
up by Popifh Relations. Their Hofpitals for curing 
the Sick and Wounded were fhut up *, their Schools 
and Seminaries forbidden, and thofe of them that 
thro’ Indifcretion or Inadvertency happen’d to fay 
the leafl Word againfi the Idolatry and Corruption 
of the Church of Rome were feverely punifh’d, while 
the Papirts were every where countenanc’d and 
encourag’d in infultingand vilifying the Proteftants. 
I mult confefs they alfo had their Weaknefs, and 
for fear they fhou’d not be thought as Loyal as 
the Papifts, out did them in flattering the King, 
and exalting his Power. The Reform'd had had 
a General Aflemblv in 1 #3 7, which breaking up, fent 
as nfual a Deputation to Court, one of the De¬ 
puties was the Minifler Ferrand , who made a 
rnoft fulfome Harangue to the King at his Au¬ 
dience, calling him the Fir ft next to God, and the 
fccond after him, afturing him That whatever he 
faid of Royal Rower was the DoElrine of all Pro¬ 
teftants. Upon which my Author has thefe Judi¬ 
cious Refledions. u Thus the Reform'd became 
u guilty of that Weaknefs which is common to all 
a in fear. They exalted beyond Meafure by flat- 
u tering Aggravations that Power which as they 
began already to be deeply fenfible was abus’d 
u to their Mifchief, not confidering that when 
cc they prefcrib’d no Bounds to the Power which 
u opprels’d them, they legitimated, as I may fay, 
the Conduft of their Opprefibrs, and depriv’d 
c ‘ themfelves of the Privilege of Complaining. ” 

Indeed 
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Indeed Pajftve-Obedience was a word that one 
might expert to have fprung from a French Soil, 
and the Hugonot Clergy, like others, have not ftuck 
at giving up the Liberties of the People for their 
own particular Interefts. 

I come now to the clofe of this Reign, which’ 
ended the 14th of May 16 43 with the Life of 
Lewis the XUIth, otherwife call’d the Juft, tho’ 
confidering that all Princes are accountable for 
the Oppreffijn and Injuftice of their Minifters, 
and that there never was a greater OpprefTor 
than Rkhlieu , he no more deferv’d the Sirname 
of Jufl 0 than a Prince can be faid to be call’d 
Great , who never faw an Enemy. 

I have omitted feveral Important Paflages of the 
Hiftory of Lewis and his Minifter, for that they 
are to be met with in the common Memoirs 
and Hiftories of France. Whereas the Events 
that are related in this are fuch as the French 
Writers durft not touch upon, or but very lightly, 
and moft of the Memoirs from whence they were 
taken were Printed Abroad. 

The next Period is another Minority under the 
Regency of Anne of Auflria , Mother to the pre- 
fent French King, Lewis the XIV, to vvhofe Reign 
I am now come, and to the Confufions with which 
it began, greater than thole under the Regency of 
Mary deMedicis . By thefetwo Regencies we may 
fee what is likely to be the Effects of Minorities 
in a Kingdom where there are fo many Princes 
impatient all of Subjection and Kindred all to the 
Throne. 
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